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Pero Tafuf.Travels and Adventures: 1435-1439. Manuscript Preserved in Archives of Cordova.  

 Digitized from The Broadway Travellers series, edited by Sir E. Denison Ross and Eileen 

Power, Pero Tafur: Travels and Adventures (1435-1439), translated and edited with an 

introduction by Malcolm Letts (New York, London: Harper & brothers 1926) 

 
 

“On either bank of the river are cities, towns, and castles all close 

together, and many notable churches and monasteries, and there are so 

many leper-houses of St Lazarus that it is a marvel to see them. It is 

said that these are necessary by reason of the fact that the people eat 

much fish, and drink very little wine and oil. They relate that not long 

ago the son of a Duke of Germany came with his wife, the daughter of 

another Duke, to sleep for a night at one of the leper-houses, and that 

the lepers tried to rape her, so that the husband was forced to kill her, and 

they killed the husband; and when it became known the parents set out 

and burnt the house with those that were in it. But it would take much 

space to narrate all that happened.” 
 


