L-ISTEDINA TAS-SINJURA BETTA™

. Wahda wara l-obira i-mistednin tas-sinjura Betta bdew gejjin.
Giet il-Kontissa Dora, kollha mirquma u mdandna bi lbies
sabili, wieqfa f'mixjitha, b'harstha I-fug minfula u mkabbra,
bil-gieh ta' giddha. Giet is-sinjura Lwiza, wieqfa imma bla
tkabbir, imzZejjna imma bla tlellix fieragh, b'mixja meqjusa,
harsa helwa, bixra li tighdek. Giet is-sinjorina Lola, xebba
li gabazithom l-erbghin, li ssibha kull fejn ikun hemm imqar
tnejn mistednin, twila u rqiga donnha stwiel, fqajma, mne-
hirha merfugh donnha xxomm l-arja, b’dagsxejn ta’ kappell
zghir ghamla ta' lembut imqaécat, liebsa dejjem ilbies 1i jighed
il-hars. U gew xi erbgha jew lames nisa ohra, kollha ta’
qatgha u tifsila wahda, nisa li jhobbu jixxieghlu jilqghn u
jroddu z-zjajjar u jhalltu u jagsmu l-alibarijiet tad-dinja
taghhom.

Is-sinjura Betta kienet tidher bhal xbejba fl-ahjar taghha,
wi¢cha sabihi bhal warda u ghajnejha jiddu Dbil-ferh, xuftejha
mbexxqin bi thissima helwa. Kienet liebsa libsa twila bi kmiem
qosra, lewn abjad safrani b'ward irqiq minsug fiha. Xagharha,
li gatt ma riedet taqtghu ghax ishah minn ta' hbiebha, kien
imewweg fuq quddiem u midfur fuq wara v mehmuz b'moxt
u b’'labar rjushom tad-djamanti. I’'ghongha kellha hannieqa
tal-gawhar b’salib b’disagh hagriet lewn alimar daghmieni
mdendel fuq sidirha, u silsla tad-deheb bi mrewwha tal-bizzilla
marbuta maghha, 1i sikwit kienet tiftahha biex trewwah mhux
ghax kienet is-shiana imma biex turi l-arma tal-Barunijiet ta’
Brija mafliduma fiha.

*
* *

Bil-qieghida fuq sufan Chippendale, bis-sinjura Lwiza fuq
il-lemin, is-sinjura Betta kienet tilhaq ma’ kullhadd. Tqassam
u tnewwel issa kikkra te, issa felli pudina, issa biééa cake,
b'sebaghha 2-zghir ta’ idha l-leminijja mgawwas u mqabbez
biex jidher alijar id-djamant sabihi i kellha fih. U bi hlewwa
lhiha ddur lejn din ulejn dik u tghid: Have an other cup
of tea. Oh! Do, please. But have an other piece of rolled pudding.
Do you like this sponge-cake better ?

F'dawn iz-zjajjar aktarx 1i l-kliem jibda dejjem mill-lbies
u jaqagh fuq in-nies. U fdin it-triq mexa wkoll il-kliem
ghand is-sinjura Befta. Walida bdiet tghid kemm toghgobha
dik it-tifsila ta’ lbies, ohira aktar joghigobha dak il-lewn, din
issemmi l-ahhar moda ta, kpiepel li harget minn Parigi u
dik tmagdar méda ghax ma tixirqilhiex; walida tghid : How
lovely ! u ohra zzid: It makes you look thinner and smarter,

* Qabel taqra din, aqra sehbitha fil-Ghadd 38.
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uohlira: Oh ! that looks rather shabby ! Kullhadd ighid tieghu
u kif jagbel lilu.

—Il-bierali, qabzet galet walda, ltqajt mas-sinjura Delina
ghand Lafayette kienet gieghda tadhzel u tipprova xi kpiepel

minn dawk li jridu ras ¢kejkna u gisem mislut. Ma kienu-

jixirgulha xejn. Xhin ratni, qaltli: “X’jidhirlek ?” Ghidtilha :
“Kemm joqoghdulek helu ! f'qalbi ghidtilha: “Hares lejn
il_-1rlnerau tghidlek”. U anqgas dak il-lbies li tilbes ma jixir-
gilha. )

—L-aktar meta tkun liebsa xi libsa'qasira u dejqa marsusa
maghha !

—Mindu metilha zewgha nfexxet fil-lbies u fil-modi. L- -an-
gas meta kienet xebba u gharusa ma kienet tilbes hekk.

—Min jaf thajjretx tergagh ?

—Haga zghira. Naliseb li bintha, Mim]i, i¢éedihulha taghha.

-—Ma nistaghx nithem kif Mimi ma tridux is-sur Fred.
Iridha bl-art u l-babar. IHobbha dags id-dawl ta' ghajnejh.
U mbaghad, tabib mill-ahjar jaqlagh flus kemm irid u jkun
jistagh izommha ta' regina. Mieghu tkun gieglida tajjeb; ma
ssibx malajr wiehied ahJar minnu,

—Kullhadd ighid 1i z-zwieg ta’ Mimi mas-sur Fred hu
mlagqgagh tajjeb. U, ismagh, hu ghadu ma qataghx qalbu
minnha; jahseb li fl-ahlar iddur. Meta jsemmulu xi wahda
ohira, ma jridx jismagh.

—dJidher dhuli u jaf igib ruliu. Imma mbaghad il-grazzja
kollox, Forsi Mimi ma ghandhiex grazzja mieghu.

-—-Jien, nghid ghalija, ma joghgobnix. Ghandu fuq l-erb-
ghin senau Mimi gliad ghandha tnejn u ghoxrin; fartas gmielu
u ma jdums isib jissellef biex ighatti 1-qargha, qasir u mbacdéac;
persiintu mhix sabiha. Imbagliad, isma’, tghid issa, wara li
ghalaq l-erbghin sena, l-ewwel darba li qalbu nfethiet ghall-
imhabba ? Haga kbira !

—dJien naliseb 1i Mimi thobb lil xi hadd ieBor. Ilu ftit
iltgajt maghha hdejn id-Dominions’ Pharmacy. - Waqafna nit-
haddtu. Fil-hin ighaddi guvnott, liebes eleganti, fuq rulu,
galagh il-kappell sal-art. Mimi tbissmet u Habtet tilimar. Ma
stagsejthiex min hu, imma malajr indunajt li galbha moghtija
lil Haddiehor, u ghalhekk is-sur Fred jistagh jaqtagh jiesu
u jmur ihabbat bieb iehor. :

*
*® *

Xbejba ta' xi tmintax-il-sena, sabilia daqs warda ta’ Mejju
ghadha thbexxaq, qaghidet bll-qmgﬁda quddiem il-pjanu. Minnu-
fih subghajha, rqaq u bojod silg, bdew jigru b'heffa kbira
fuq it-tastiera, jigru u jaqhzu, fssa 'l guddiem u issa lura,
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donnhom iridu Jllhqu 'I-xulxin, bhal merfila firief bojod jit-
gébzu u jimirhu qalb il-Haxix. U mal-giri hafif tas-swaba
harget daqqga helwa, li tixbah lill-ghana tal—r’hasafar fi zmien
l-imhabba, daqqa mqabbla mat-tafibit ta’ qalb zaghzugha, li
tlxtleq,mtwnehed tilheg, tittdma, tifrah, tidfiak u tinfexx fgﬁajta
li fiha ssib is-serfidn. U ddaqqa siktet. Imma minnu fih

regghiet bdiet u maghha ssielieb lelien ix-xbejha ]ldWI mas-sala
bhal ghanja ta’ anﬂll

—She plays wonderfully—, qalet wahda.
—She sings beautifully—, ziedet oklra.

U s-sinjura Betta mghaxxga u minfulia b'dan it-tifhir lil
bintha, b'galbha mghoxxija bil-ilewwa, nhallet kollha fi kliem
tal-oghila tifliir u, b'ghajnejha dejjem lejn is-sinjura Lwiza,
bdiet tghid : “Jien dejjem fittixt 1i naghitiha edukazzjoni mill-
afijar. Hallejtha sitt snin il-Kullegg tas-Sacred Heart. Titkel-
lem tajjeb bl-Ingliz u bit-Taljan; tghallmet il-Franéiz ukoll
u biex ikollha aééent tajjeb fil-pronunzja gibtilha d-dar lil
Mademoiselle Josephine Perrot; fil-muzika ghandha certifikati
mill-ahjar; ghat-tpingija idha tajba ferm, ara, dawk il-kwadri
fuq iz-zgieg xogliolha, u dan ir-repoussé hi hadmitu, u x-xoghol
ta' pirografija ta' dan it-tavolin hu taghha wkoll. Mhux ghax
binti qieghda nfahharha, imma ghandha mohha tajjeb ferm;
kull ma tara, taghmlu, kull ma tisma’ tixorbu u ma tinsieh
qatt. Tixbali il nannitha, 1-Barunissa, mhux biss mill-harsa
ta’ ghajnejha u mill- fattizzi ta’ chcha imma minn molfa
wkoll. Ara, dak l-inkwatru tan-nofs ir- _ritratt taghha Kemm
kienet brava ! Ighidu li kienet taf titkellem b'xi sitt lingwi :
franéiz, spanjol, taljan, portugiz, ingliz, tedesk”.

~Mela dags il-lingwi tal-Kavalieri ! — qalet b'tingiza rqiga
1-Kontissa Dora, 1i ma fellietx aktar tisma’ dak it-tlablib. lmma
s-sinjura Betta flt-telfa 1i kienet ma. Tassethiex it-tingiza;
kompliet maghha u qalet: ‘“Iva, u mal-Kavalieri kienet tit-
kellem b’liema lingwa trid".

*
* ok

U bit-toghma ta’ dat-tiffiir il-mistednin bdew hergin, u
s-Sinjura Betta baqghet weliidha tixtarr kull kelma li semgliet,
taliseb u thammem fuq kull harsa u fuq kull kelma tas-sinjura

. Lwiza u tohilom fuq gherusija u zwieg ta’ min l-inqas hisieb li
kellu.

S.



