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Sicuti Bonus Agricola  p.1 

 

Sicuti Bonus Agricola 

Papal Encyclical of Pope Pius V 

January 26th, 1567 in Rome 

Translated by Steven L. Jones, Ph.D. 

 

Notes: 

The declaration, reformation, and revocation of many graces, immunities and privileges of the 

military hospital of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem up to this point conceded by earlier Pontiffs 

  

To this military, which professes the Rule of St. Augustine, as is held above in Alex IV, const. 1, 

“Cum a nobis.”  Clem IV bestowed many priviliges in const. 2, “Cum dilectis” above and const. 

5, “Venerabilibus.”  And many other pontiffs and  Pius IV gave many other grants, as in Pius 

IV’s cost. 95, “Inter Assiduas” 

 

And this same military Gregory XIII united to the Military of St. Mauritz the martyr recently 

instituted through Emanuel Philbertus Leader of Sabandia, and subjected it to its perpetual 

government, as in this Gregory’s const. 6 “Christiani” and const. 7 “Pro comissa.” And later, 

with a few things added Clement VIII approved these things in const. 102 “Decet.” 

 

Bishop Pius 

Servant of the servants of God 

As an everlasting record 

 

 

Introduction: The Cause of this reformation of privileges of the military of St. Lazarus 
Just as a good farmer, who desires to collect more abundant yield from a field, which he 

cultivates, observes the stormy changes of times, and, with plants places in it, does not always 

move watered channels or rich mud, but sometimes leads the collected moisture, and curbs the 

excessive joy of branches, and, so that strength poured forth in vain might not be wasted, he 

compresses with iron; thus we, applying ourselves to the faithful zeal of the field of God, our 

tillage, with him helping, the hospital of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem, its military, a very fertile plant 

among others of this field, cultivated for a long time with indulgences from many of our 

predecessors and even ourselves, so that the forest by chance not swell with useless leaves, and 

with sterile branches cut back or pruned, we desire to place inside an order (with the reason of 

these times considered) and to reduce it to better and more useful cultivation, so that finally, with 

its own strength collected in it, even just as with roots driven deeper into the earth, continuing 

more firmly, it might offer to the Lord sweet and rich fruits. 

 

Section 1: Pius IV approved many privileges to the military and he granted others 

For some time, after Pope Pius IV of blessed memory, our predecessor had confirmed, approved, 

and even renewed institution, erection, and translation of the hospital and military of this kind, 

and very many privileges, grants, powers, licenses, exemptions, liberties, indulgences, graces and 

other things granted by our, previously his, diverse predecessor Roman pontiffs to the 

aforementioned hospital and its grand master and assembly and the brothers, even by way of 

communication or extension, in general or in specific; and statutes, uses and customs published 
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and introduced in this same hospital and military, by apostolic authority, on his own initiative 

and from certain knowledge and from the plenitude of apostolic authority, and in addition had 

granted many other things, and had extended all these things to the hospital of St. Lazarus, which 

then consisted in the city of Capua, and had restored this very hospital, its members, and 

pertinences, against suppressions, extinctions, unions, and any other dispositions of those 

through the deeds of Innocent VIII of worthy memory and Pius II and perhaps other Roman 

Pontiffs, even consistorialy, into the pristine state, in which it had been before, and had made 

completely whole, decreeing, among other things, those things, granted, restored and done from 

onerous cause, to be recalled, limited or altered, and they are not able to be included under 

revocations, limitations, alterations, general or special, if they should by chance happen be done. 

 

Section 2: This Pontifex also confirmed those things in his bulla, which I did not place here. 

We also, in the very beginning of the pontificate, to which we have been called, with the divine 

spirit inspiring, confirmed, approved, and renewed all the same things and letters of our 

predecessor Pius IV procured for them, with equal initiative, knowledge, plenitude and authority, 

and we fortify them with similar clauses and decrees, nevertheless with certain limitation and 

restrictions added, which we wish to be here also as repeated, as it is contained in the previously 

mentioned letters and certain document, by our own initiative and with our own hand signing. 

 

Section 3: Now however wishing from just causes to reform these things, he declares that the 

reintegrations, translations, and restitutions of this military remain strong; 

But afterwards knowing the desire to bring so many things thus having been conceded, not only 

to increase this hospital and military but also others, but that the use and dispensation of them 

were a danger to those very ones to whom they have been granted and a burden to us, and for 

this reason wishing to establish a mode and norm and certain limits, of all these things, and 

having the tenors, restraints, and forms of the aforementioned letters and certain additional letters 

and documents or similar writings, which have then been made, as fully and sufficiently 

expressed, by our own initiative and from our certain knowledge and according to the plenitude 

of apostolic power, to the glory of God and the public utility, with the aforementioned erection, 

institution, and translation, and restitution and reintegration of the aforementioned hospital and 

military, and their approval remaining, granted, confirmed, and renewed, which, as they have up 

to now been done, as nevertheless was by right, we consider valid in these present letters, as has 

been said, we establish and ordain with the tenor of the present letters thus forever. 

 

Section 4: He confirms the concessions made before Pius IV, to the extent that they were then 

in use and prejudge no one. 

All things and each individually granted to the aforementioned hospital, master, assembly and 

soldiers by the aforementioned and certain other Roman Pontiffs before Pius IV our predecessor, 

are confirmed and considered to be so only so far as these aforementioned things were observed 

and in use in the times of Pius IV, before the confirmation of them was done by him, and do not 

bring detriment or prejudgment on other rights acquired either from prescription or otherwise 

from any legitimate title. 

 

Section 5: He revokes the concessions of Pius IV not contained here, and he limits those 

contained, etc., as follows. 
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But from those, which were granted by Pius IV, and from any statutes, ordinances, and decrees 

by him of these, not any others nor at all otherwise are valid, or permitted to this hospital, master, 

assembly, and military, than those written below, and with moderations, reductions, limitations, 

and restrictions placed on them, not only in the aforementioned document, signed on our own 

initiative and by our hand, but also written below. However, all the remaining one and each one 

individually, and those concerning confirmations, letters and other things mentioned above and 

following from there, we revoke, nullify, invalidate, and annul, and we empty it completely of 

strength, and we decree that they are always revoked, nullified, invalidated, and nothing and 

without strength, are able to be observed neither in courts nor outside of courts, or even to be 

alleged nor to be supported by anyone, and that nothing is able to be established or judged for 

them or according to them, and that the present letters are not able to be impugned from defect of 

our intention or other defect, and their revocation, moderation, or reduction, or restitution against 

them, or remedies of other justice or grace are not able to be obtained, or to be granted with 

similar initiative, knowledge, or plenitude, even consistorially, and that no one is able to use 

those things granted: and it ought to be interpreted and judged thus through any judges, even 

those chosen specially for it, even auditors of the cases of the Apostolic Palace and cardinals of 

the Holy Roman Church, with any authority of them of otherwise interpreting and judging 

removed; and whatever otherwise, with any authority, knowingly or ignorantly, happens to be 

attempted, we declare null and void. 

 

Section 6: with nothing standing in the way 

Notwithstanding the aforementioned and any clauses and decrees, even attestations to the minds 

of the previously mentioned predecessors, and however strong and firm, in aforementioned 

concessions, confirmations, and letters approved under any studied formula or words, and 

concerning not removing the sought after rights, and other constitutions and apostolic 

ordinations, and of the aforementioned hospital, even oaths, similar confirmation or any other 

firmament of strength, statutes and customs, even immemorial, natures, uses, establishments, and 

all other contrary things. 

 

Section 7: And with the condition that this military ought always be ready for services to the 

Holy Roman Church against its enemies. 

However, we wish that the aforementioned master and assembly and soldiers be bound to us and 

our successor Roman Pontiffs and to the apostolic seat, wherever and whenever they should be 

called and required, to serve in arms against any enemies or rebels of the Roman Church, and to 

offer help and assistance at their own expense.  But these things, which we permit to be allowed 

and remain to the aforementioned master, assembly, and military, are what follows, namely: 

 

Section 8: Election of the grand master should look to the religion but confirmation should be 

obtained from the Apostolic Seat within three months, otherwise it devolves to it. 

That with our beloved son John Castilioneus, the current and existing at the time grand master, 

yielding this seat or evening dying, or whatever other grand magistrate, even through free 

resignation in our hands or the hands of our successor Roman Pontiffs existing at the time, with 

that one dismissing, or loosing, and in any way vacating, the assembly and military (If however 

they then have a firm seat established in some certain place, there, by the authority and 

permission of the aforementioned seat, before the vacation of this kind, and there reside.) 
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assembled at the same time in the same place may choose another grand master according to the 

establishments of this religion and military, according to the published or to be published consent 

of their protector, which is in no way contrary to the Council of Trent:  this nevertheless that they 

ought to seek confirmation of this election, within three months from the day on which it was 

done, from this same seat; otherwise let this election be null and any right not be granted to the 

one elected but complete disposition of this magistrate should be devolve by him to the 

aforementioned seat. 

 

Section 9: The grand master and assembly, according to the permission of the Apostolic Seat, 

should be able to transfer the principal place and to reform the habit, rule and statutes. 

And that the same master existing at the time and assembly are able to transfer the principal seat 

of this military to whatever place, even maritime, that seams best to them, with the apostolic seat 

having been consulted first and with power and permission obtained from it; and to reform, to 

change in toto or in part, or to establish and renew their regular habit and even the cross, even if 

it should appear according to their ancient habit and cross, in that better way, which seems good 

to them (without however the prejudgment of other militaries or religions); and to institute and 

reform, or to found de novo, to publish, the rule, establishments and statutes of the 

aforementioned religion and military, according to the consent of their protector and other 

brothers or definitors, and to and to correct and change these and those (as long as it is legal and 

honest and no contrary to this same council) as often as they wish. 

 

Section 10: The grand master is able to institute whatever simple benefits offered concerning 

the right of patronage of laity in recommending, and to incorporate these in the hospital and 

military, and from these to oversee suitable persons to exercise divine worship. 

And the same John and the grand master existing at the time are able to erect and institute 

forever, and to incorporate, apply and appropriate to their aforementioned military forever 

whatever and whatever sort, provided they are simple, ecclesiastical benefits existing concerning 

the rights of patronage of laity from foundation and endowment, and not requiring personal 

service in cathedrals and colleges (nevertheless with the consent of the patrons, concerning those 

rights of them, as was said, derived from foundation and endowment, added through public 

documents, not however other kinds of approval, before our representative general in spiritual 

things existing at the time in the City  and before the auditor of the Curia of cases of the 

Apostolic Chamber, with those called of whom it is an interest, let him establish legally, and 

without prejudgment of those obtaining them, and with they themselves yielding or dying) in 

preceptories, trusts, chapels, or church of this hospital and military; and to preserve forever, or 

even to reserve and grant to those founding and endowing them the right of patronage and of 

presenting suitable people to the aforementioned master and assembly or their deputies, and 

preceptories, houses, chapels or churches and hospitals of this kind vacant at the time; and thus 

to institute, those presented by patrons, according to the establishments of the aforementioned 

religion, with the consent of the ordinaries of the places or of any other ones in no way required, 

and to otherwise confer them and to oversee them:  thus, however, that owed divine worship 

should be exercised in these same places through suitable persons approved by the ordinary even 

if they are of the aforementioned order.  And that the confirmation of erection and institution of 

preceptories, trusts, chapels, or churches thus erected at the time, or their incorporations, 

applications, and approvals, and the reservation and concession of this kind of the right of 
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patronage to these things, if the benefits exist in front of the mountains, within four months, but 

if beyond the mountains, within six months from the day on which it was done, it should be 

sought from the Apostolic Seat, otherwise those things and anything following from it are null 

and void and of no force or effect; and the benefits of this kind should be considered to be in 

their pristine nature, and are to be sought from this same seat. 

 

Section 11: Hospitals and any other places of the hospital of St. Lazarus should be considered 

to be subject, which are not ruled through universities or other ecclesiastical personas but 

through their own brothers, who etc. 

And that hospitals, leprosarias and any other places, both in the nourishing city and in any other 

lands, dominions and places, under the invocation of St. Lazarus of Lepers, up to now founded, 

constructed, erected and instituted, and which will happen to founded, constructed, erected and 

instituted in the future, even if they are not received or possessed through the master, assembly, 

and brothers of this kind, when it was ever at any time, is or will be a hospital of lepers or the 

infirm now called of St. Lazarus, from which it was lawfully established before the ordinaries of 

the places, even if they are of the right of patronage of laity,  with all those unions, annexations, 

incorporations, and applications made at the time, are subject to and incorporated in the military 

and hospital of St. Lazarus of this kind, and should be considered to belong to right and property 

and complete disposition, institution and collation of these same current and existing at the time 

grand master and assembly, according to the establishments of this military and religion 

(nevertheless with the right of patronage reserved), as other hospitals of the aforementioned 

religion and military, chapels, oratories, benefits and places look to and belong;  and these out to 

be ruled and governed through the brothers of the aforementioned military (not however through 

other ecclesiastical or secular persons, even communities of cities, lands, towns and villas or 

universities), and, in sign of the recognized superiority of the aforementioned hospital, according 

to imposing any reasonable canon or census through the master and assembly and diffinitors of 

the general chapter of the aforementioned hospital, they ought to respond ever year, without the 

prejudgment of anyone, and provided that the owed hospitality is maintained in them, and divine 

worship is in no way diminished, and it was not otherwise ordered in the foundation or 

endowment of them. 

 

Section 12: Preservation of jurisdiction of ordinaries and contribution for seminaries 

With legitimate titles and prescriptions reserved and with the jurisdiction of ordinaries reserved, 

not only those which belong by communal right to them, but also those which have been given 

by decree of the aforementioned council of Trent, except in those cases, in which  the 

aforementioned council expressly exempts and excepts the Religion of St. John of Jerusalem, in 

which also this religion of St. Lazarus is equally exempted and should be considered to be, after 

in some certain places it began to have a firm assembly seat, and there the aforementioned 

master and assembly resided,  with the taxation for instituting seminaries excepted. 

 

Section 13: Powers of receiving annual pensions up to the sums of 500 ducats of gold, in the 

place of pensions, similar reservations of fruits, even to those married, who contract 

matrimony with only one woman, and a virgin. 

And in addition, soldiers and priests and chaplains of the hospital and military of St. Lazarus of 

this kind, now and existing at the time, and individuals of them, even those married, who have 
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contracted matrimony with only one woman and a virgin, are freely and lawfully able for life to 

receive demand and levy, and to convert to their own use and utility, one or more annual 

pensions, up to the sum of 500 ducats of new gold from the chamber, beyond the fruits, returns, 

provisions, rights, revenues and emoluments and daily distributions of any cathedrals, even 

metropolitans, and other churches, and even tables, even patriarchal, archepiscopal and 

episcopal, and even of monasteries, even consistorial, prioral, canonical and offerings, dignitary, 

personal, administrative or official, and of other ecclesiastical benefits, with care or without care, 

secular, and of any regular orders, whatever sort, of whatever qualifications, otherwise assigned 

canonically to them or to be assigned, or, in the place of annual pensions, all (and each 

individually) and any similar fruits, returns, provisions, rights, revenues, and any emoluments 

and even daily distributions, up to the aforementioned sum having been reserved for them or to 

be reserved, even if, after the reservation of these and those, they lead a wife, one nevertheless, 

and her a virgin, as was said, for life to receive, demand, and with respect to this, and even those 

pensions to be assigned and reserved, to receive them together with priories, preceptories, and 

other benefits of the hospital of St. Lazarus of this kind. 

 

Section 14: Religion of St. Lazarus and their Vassals, Colonists, and servants, even priests 

exercising care of souls, and any goods of them except patrimonies under the protection of the 

Holy Apostolic Seat, with exemption from all jurisdiction, correction, burden, dominion, etc. 

 

And of any lords both spiritual and temporal and from payment of any other burden person, 

real, ordinary, extraordinary, etc. 

And in addition, the same hospital of St. Lazarus, its priories, preceptories, houses, chambers, 

hospitals and any places, and those living within the regular places of the aforementioned 

hospital and military, the master, priors, preceptors, soldiers, persons, and their subjects, vassals, 

colonists and servants, now and existing at the time, even priests exercising care of souls 

(nevertheless with the decrees of the council of Trent preserved), as long as they exercise it and 

are in their obediences, and by reason of those benefits of the aforementioned hospital of St. 

Lazarus only, not however patrimonies, things, animals, farms, houses, mills, and any goods 

which they obtain or posses, and in the future canonically will obtain or possess, under the 

protection of the blessed Peter and the aforementioned seat and ourselves, are free and exempt 

from all jurisdiction, correction, burden, statutes, bans, dominions, superiorities, and power, 

according nevertheless to the limits of the council of Trent and with their decrees reserved, of 

any patriarchs, archbishops, bishops, prelates, even ordinaries of places, when they first begin to 

have their own assembly seat, as was said; and from now on of any temporal lords, with any 

power, even imperial, regal, and ducal, capacities, and universities, and their regents, even 

temporal ordinaries (except of the aforementioned hospital), wherever, established both this side 

and beyond the mountains and sea, being of any dignity, status, grade, order, and condition, their 

vicars and officials, lieutenants and judges, now and any existing at the time; and from payment 

and exaction of passages, arrearages, rents, gits, exactions, collections, procurations, pleasant 

fruits, rights, even synodials, of censuses and tithes, even novalias, even of gardens, meadows, 

fisheries, and mils, and in no way are they able to be prohibited from access, directly or 

indirectly, of lands, which they work through themselves, or others by name of them, even 

colonists, farmers and emphyteutic possessors and from which they receive fruits, by reason of 

the benefits of the hospital of St. Lazarus of this kind and of any other burden, person, real, or 
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mixed, ordinary or extraordinary, imposed or to be imposed at the time whenever and for any 

cause; and are subject immediately to us and to the aforementioned seat. And thus that 

archbishops, bishops, prelates, ordinaries, vicars, officials, lieutenants and judges in spiritual 

things, even by reason of offense (as long as it is not from the more atrocious ones) or contract, 

concerning which reason the thing is done, wherever the offense is committed, contract is 

entered, or the thing itself consists, if those persons live within the aforementioned regular 

places, and there anyone was chosen by the aforementioned master and assembly for it especially 

with jurisdiction, after the assembly of this hospital has the aforementioned seat; but temporal 

judges and the aforementioned lords, even from now on, are able to exercise in these no 

jurisdiction, correction, or power (nevertheless with the decrees of the council of Trent reserved), 

to promulgate sentences of excommunication or otherwise, or censures and punishments, or 

even, by reason of persons or things, animals, and goods (not however patrimonial), to any 

payment of bridges, fountains, walls, or even any churches, than of the aforementioned religion, 

even if up to now through abuse or other privileges or negligence, even through the longest time, 

it was not thus observed.  All such things, even prescriptions, in no way at least in the future 

should stand in the way of the exemptions, which other regulars and soldiers of any military 

enjoy, and in the same way as they, just as they are able to constrain them, or any others, of any 

ecclesiastical or worldly dignity or preeminence, status, or condition exist, even in places and 

lands of the Holy Roman Church, even those immediately subjected, and at the request of any 

prince or community, under a carried sentence of excommunication, or penalties of quadruple 

restitutions beyond damages and expenses, incurred through those acting against these things, 

those, in court or outside, upon their promised use or possession or the like, directly or indirectly, 

with any acquired color or ability, ought not or be able to presume, desire or be able to trouble, 

impede, vex or otherwise attack in any way; but priors, soldiers, and other persons of the hospital 

and military of St. Lazarus thus residing, after the aforementioned strengthened seat, ought to 

respond regarding justice before the grand master and assembly alone, or their deputy (otherwise 

and in the meantime, until they have this seat, before the ordinaries of the places as delegates of 

the Apostolic Seat). And let any processes done against them or any one of them, through these 

ordinaries of the places or their vicars, otherwise than as permitted, or any others at the time, and 

even whatever other promulgated sentences of excommunication or suspension, be null and void 

and of no force or effect. 

 

Section 15: If the offense was more severe, let it be in the jurisdiction of him to whom it first 

comes 

And in more severe offenses, among the grand master or deputies from them, and ordinaries of 

places not only in spiritual things but also temporal, let it be observed thus that he who comes 

first out of these, let the jurisdiction on the offenders be his. 

 

Section 16: Exemption from tithes and novalias and fourths, or from canonical portions or 

from charitable subsidy, even those granted by the kind of Spain, and the fourth imposed in 

the realm of France. 

Not anyone from the brothers, donates, servants, vassals and colonists of the hospital and 

military of St. Lazarus in priories, trusts, houses, hospitals, leprosarias or any other benefits, 

farms or granges, depending in any way on the aforementioned hospital, in any places, 

established under the boundaries and jurisdiction of any patriarchs, archbishops, bishops, 
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universities, hospitals, rectors, churches, should be bound to pay tithes or canonical portions or 

charitable subsidy, or so-called fourths, or otherwise any collections or contributions, not only 

from lands of hospital of St. Lazarus and benefits long cultivated but also from recently renewed 

cultivations, by anyone in anyway, unless just as other regular soldiers of any military, 

peacefully enjoying privileges general or special in regard to this are bound to pay; from all such 

exaction, and from new subsidy granted by our most dear son in Christ Philip King of Spain in 

his our realm through any of our Roman Pontiff predecessors, and from canonical portion or so-

called fourths imposed in the realm of France, and from any other powers granted or to be 

granted in the future by kings of this kind and by other princes, all places of the aforementioned 

hospital, and buildings of churches depending in any way on the aforementioned hospital, are 

free and exempt according the example of the places of other regular militaries. 

 

Section 17: The power of extracting grain and any other fruits and money from the places of 

the military and hospital of St. Lazarus, and of transporting those things to any places of the 

faithful without gift or tax. 

And in addition that the aforementioned master and assembly, priors, preceptors or any other 

persons of the brothers of the aforementioned hospital, through any lords of places or lands, both 

spiritual and temporal, even if shining with regal dignity, even in lands of the Holy Roman 

Church, are in no way able to be impeded from extraction of grain, barley, wine, oil, beans, and 

any fruits, and even monies, or of provisions from the priories, trusts, members, houses, granges 

or other places of the aforementioned hospital at the same time they are able to transport all the 

aforementioned things, according to the will of those possessing, into whatever places of the 

faithful, free and exempt from all tolls, gifts, or passages, as was said. 

 

Section 18: Exemption even for patrimonial goods after making profession. 

And the goods of the master, priors, preceptors, and brother and other persons of this kind, both 

acquired and to be acquired in the future, from apostolic or magisterial concession, from the day 

of making profession through these same priors, preceptors, brothers, and persons, are free, 

immune and exempt from all tithes and other burdens, similar to the example of the goods of 

other regular militaries. 

 

Section 19: Jurisdiction of the grand master and assembly or their delegates among persons of 

the religion and military 

And that whatever quarrels, questions, lawsuits, cases and controversies, which from now on 

happen to arise and be moved among the brothers and subjects of the hospital and military of St. 

Lazarus, present and future, from any occasion, in whatever way, along with all their incidents, 

emergencies, connections, and annexations and, and of any appeals of all things (except in grave 

cases of defect or denial of justice, or of falsely charging against the establishments and customs 

of the aforementioned hospital) with obstacle removed, should be heard through the current 

master and assembly of the aforementioned hospital, or those from the brothers to whom this 

master and assembly should entrust it, even up to the third definitive sentence inclusively, and 

(according to the laudable customs and establishments of the hospital  of this kind and otherwise 

as is the law) let it be decided with a due end; and all (and each individually) priors, preceptors, 

soldiers, and brothers of the aforementioned hospital (after they have been cited according to the 

mandate or authority of the aforementioned master or assembly, in any causes from the 
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aforementioned points against them, to appear before them or those deputies entrusted through 

them, as was said, in places however remote from this same hospital) ought and are bound 

legally to appear, before these same master, assembly and commissaries, as it should happen, 

prepared for law and justice (according to the establishments, approvals, uses, and laudable 

customs of the aforementioned hospital). 

 

Section 20: Soldiers and other religious persons are prohibited to litigate before others or to 

appear for justice than before the judges of the religion. 

And that those from the aforementioned priors, preceptors, brothers and subjects, who have 

begun a legal case against any of them upon any quarrels, things, businesses, except in the 

aforementioned cases, before anyone other than the aforementioned master and assembly, and 

those given commissary through them for a time, and should they introduce anything to any 

other than to those names, they should completely lose cases of this kind, and they should by this 

very fact be deprived of the thing over which they contended. 

 

Section 21: The power and jurisdiction of the master and assembly over persons and things; 

And the current and existing at the time master and assembly of the hospital of this kind 

(according to their establishments and laudable customs and habits) have full and complete 

jurisdiction and superiority of pure and mixed power in priories and preceptories, houses, 

hospitals, members, good and any places, and any priors, preceptors, brothers, and persons of the 

hospital and religion of this kind, and their vassals, subjects and servants, established and 

residing wherever, both on this side and beyond the mountains, now and for all time (all who are 

bound to comply with and obey the master and subdelegates from him firmly both personally 

and really, with every exception ceasing, and with any indulgence obtained or to be obtained 

from us or the aforementioned seat notwithstanding). 

 

Section 22: And the power of proceeding against rebels and the disobedient, even through 

public edict and even to the privation of any obtained benefits. 

And the master himself has the power of proceeding against rebels and those not obeying his 

mandates, even by virtue of apostolic letters emanating from us or from our successors at the 

time, even in brief form, with the four limits preserved for teaching them to obey and to satisfy in 

the place of the assembly of the hospital of this kind, after a legally executed first citation, to a 

fine or personal punishment, according to the aforementioned customs and establishments, or 

even to the privation of habit and benefits, of houses and farms obtained through them; or even, 

if it should be more expedient, of returning benefits, houses, and farms themselves to their own 

hands or to the hands of those accepted by the aforementioned hospital, and (unless these 

disobedient ones purge the stubbornness and pay the owed debt) of retaining by their own 

judgment their fruits, returns, and provisions of rents and receipts. 

 

Section 23: And the power of advocating individual cases, lawsuits, and complains which arise 

among these brothers and soldiers. 

And they should have the power of hearing and deciding, all and individual cases, lawsuits and 

complaints (not however those moved or pending before other judges) over any benefits of the 

aforementioned hospital, goods, things, or money of gold and of any brothers, in which they 

convene or will convene among themselves in turn, really or personally, and even in which they 
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are similarly convened by others even clerics, seculars, or regulars, or laity, even through 

deputies from them, in places in which the cases themselves will be recognized, and citing those, 

and prohibiting, as often as it will be necessary, even under censure or ecclesiastical 

punishments, not only in the aforementioned curia but also outside it. 

 

Section 24: And the power of executing sentences and adjudicated things 

And their sentences and things judges, through the prior of the church of the aforementioned 

assembly, even under censures and ecclesiastical penalty, against the condemned, both really and 

personally, should be assigned for execution: thus that they are not able to be recognized and 

determined elsewhere other than in the aforementioned hospital or beyond it by commission 

from the master and assembly. 

 

Section 25:  Appeals of sentences of delegates should be declared to the master and assembly 

and from them to the chapter general 

Sentences carries through judges of the aforementioned hospital at the time, are not able to be 

appealed to anyone other than the aforementioned master and assembly or judges chosen by 

them, in any instance; and sentences carried through this master and council, to anyone other 

than to the chapter general, or through brothers of this hospital or through their subjects and 

vassals, in any way; in fact, they should be bound to proceed in this same assembly up to the 

third sentence.  

 

Section 26: All expeditions and executiorials of the master and assembly should be executed 

without the permission of anyone and should not be able to be impeded by anyone. 

And similarly that all sentences carried through this same master and assembly, and all similar 

commissions, citations, collations, and finally all their rescripts, to all cases, lawsuits, and 

complaints of subjects and those remaining to whom it is an interest, conducted in their 

jurisdiction before them, are able to be executed, and are not able to be impeded in the execution 

of them by no lords of places and lands, even those distinguished with regal or ducal dignity, for 

any reason, of expecting consensus, or with any acquired color, nevertheless with the given order 

reserved in those executing, so that the last of them are not able to be brought forward before the 

first. 

 

 Section 27: Power of proceeding against clerics and others unduly occupying places and 

goods of the religion, or not paying annual censuses and owed responses of vacancies, 

mortuaries, annatarum, etc to the common treasury 

And that against secular clerics or laity unduly occupying priories preceptories, houses, so-called 

magisterial chambers, and other benefits of the hospital of this kind, and these things and goods 

with any title, without nevertheless the consent and express permission of the aforementioned 

master and assembly, or those owing to him, or to his common treasury, or to the brothers, on the 

occasion of annual returns, vacancies, mortuaries, annatarum, passages, arrearages, or 

otherwise in any way and from any other cause, if indeed they are the actors, and in any instance 

will come to case, the master and aforementioned assembly, in any manner or form it is 

customary to proceed against the brothers of this hospital, are able to proceed freely for 

recovering them, and to deprive them of priories, preceptories, houses and other benefits of this 

kind, with the form of law preserved, and otherwise according to the form of the aforementioned 
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privileges; But if they are things, they are able to proceed for recovery and other aforementioned 

things before competent judges of them, and to try all remedies of law, and finally, with legal 

privation of this kind having been made, to dispose of priories and other aforementioned benefits 

being vacant through this same privation. 

 

Section 28: Any persons in ecclesiastical dignity are able to be elected as conservators with 

necessary powers. 

And persons anywhere established in ecclesiastical dignity and any ordinaries of places and their 

vicars and officials, through this same master and assembly, after they have elected an 

aforementioned seat at the time, nevertheless with the form of the council of Trent preserved, 

may be chosen into conservatorship of their or any priors, preceptories, and brothers of the 

hospital of this kind, who, as long as they exercise the aforementioned office, by anyone for 

whom they exercise it,  under any pretest, are not able to be impeded or troubled:  thus that those 

elected, under penalty of excommunication, ought and are bound to defend and preserve those 

same priors, preceptors, and brothers, and individuals of them, not however those residing 

outside the regular places of the aforementioned hospitals, against those carrying injuries, 

burdens or damages to them or to their servants and friends in their persons, things, and goods, or 

those requiring from them, against what is written above, taxes, tribute, rent, collections, or other 

burdens, and to exercise every jurisdiction of them; and when real and person execution against 

the guilty is not able to happen, and the contumacy of the guilty ones requires it, with legal 

warnings preceding, with all things duly preserved that need to be preserved,  to promulgate with 

effect sentences, censures, and ecclesiastical penalties against rebels and the disobedient; and to 

cause privileges granted to the aforementioned priors, preceptors and brothers at the time to be 

observed by them; however, in cases of the hospital and military of this kind, of their goods and 

persons, when other evidences doesn’t exist, their master, priors, preceptors, soldiers, brothers, 

vassals, subjects, servants, and other persons are able to be used and received as witnesses.   

 

Section 29: Those obtaining benefits of the hospital are bound to pay to the hospital the rights 

of mortuary and vacancy, etc. 

And the rights of mortuary and vacancy, and of arrearages, passages, and any other things should 

be paid, thus that any person, being of any ecclesiastical dignity, obtaining the benefits of the 

hospital of this kind at any time, are bound and restricted to pay all these things, and to this, they 

are able to be compelled even under sentences, censures, and ecclesiastical penalties and other 

remedies, according to their privileges, of privation and seizure of goods to their hands 

 

Section 30: The power of taking orders even outside times and of celebrating in any churches 

with certain conditions. 

And that master, priors, preceptors, and brother chaplains of the aforementioned hospital, from 

ordinates, within borders of whose diocese their priories, preceptories, and other places, in which 

they happen to reside, exist; or if from aforementioned ordinaries they were not able because of 

legal impediments, examined nevertheless by them, and found and approved suitable according 

to holy canons, with habits and dimissorial letters from them, and with the permission from their 

superiors, and with the form of the council of Trent preserved in all things, from any catholic 

priest established in obedience to the Roman Seat, or exercising in foreign pontifical as a 

diocese, with a diligent previous examination, to receive sacred orders, even (if this should seem 
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expedient to these same ordinaries and superiors for the utility or necessity of the hospital, 

priories, preceptories, and other places of this kind respectively) outside of time established by 

right, on three or fewer feast days, and they are able to celebrate in any churches both secular and 

regular, with letters of their superiors recommending, without the permission of anyone.  

 

Section 31: Master, assembly, priors and preceptors within the limits of their jurisdictions are 

the true ordinaries 

And this master and assembly, and the prior of the church, and other priors and preceptors, 

within the limits of their own jurisdiction and administration, are and should be considered to be 

the true ordinaries, according to the form of the aforementioned establishments and privileges.  

 

Section 32:  Master and assembly are able to seize any delinquencies everywhere and to 

transmit to the place of assembly or to some other destination 

And the master and assembly are freely and lawfully able to seize and incarcerate any and all 

priors and trustees, delinquent and disobedient brothers of their priories and trusts, being of any 

dignity, status, grade, order and preeminence, even if they are appointed with any, even 

apostolic, exemption, in any places, with however many privileges, and with any curia, even of 

emperor, kings, or other princes, even ecclesiastical, except Roman, through themselves or their 

officials and ministers, and to free those captured by themselves or their name, and to transmit or 

cause to be transmitted those to be punished though the aforementioned master and assembly 

(according to their constitutions and establishments) to the aforementioned hospital, under due 

guards. 

 

Section 33: All officials ought to offer help for seizing and transmitting the delinquent 

And both ecclesiastical and secular officials and powers of places, are bound and obliged to this 

same master and assembly, priors, trustees and others, in offering assisting and offering help, 

counsel, favor and assistance, under excommunication and other ecclesiastical censures and 

penalties. 

 

Section 34: Cessation and annulment of any expectations, reservations, superiorities, 

concessions, and other preventive graces over places of the religions without the consent of the 

master and assembly 

And any and all things, which nevertheless have not yet obtained their effect, special and 

general, even mental, reservations, expectations, mandates of provision, superiorities, assistance 

without consent, and any preventive graces about and over priories, preceptories, rectories, 

houses, magisterial chambers, places and members and other ecclesiastical benefits of the 

aforementioned hospital, in whatever way they are now called, even in England, Castella, the 

realms of Legio and Valentia, and in the principate of Cathalonia and the county of Flanders, in 

any way and of whatever sort, without the consent of the aforementioned master and assembly, 

even with any strongest and uncommon clauses, even derogations of derogations, annulments, 

and other decrees, inhibitions, even with similar intent and knowledge, by any persons, even 

other than of the aforementioned hospital, of whatever dignity, status, grade, order or 

preeminence they are, even performing or about to perform the office of cardinal, even through 

us and the aforementioned seat, both in general and in specific, conceded and done, and 

containing in them any clauses, even preventives and restitutions and preservations and 
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derogations of the rights of the aforementioned master and assembly, even with respect to 

making annual response to them, are revoked, ceased and annulled and of no force and effect, 

and are able to be supported by no one and ought not be, nor are the rights able to be acquired 

through them to anyone in priories, preceptories, dignities, houses, places and members and 

other benefits of the hospital of this kind, and colored title of possession is not able to be given, 

but with those not yet having obtained their effect, as was said, in no way obstructing, the 

aforementioned master and assembly, jointly or divided, according to the customs and 

establishments of the hospital of this kind, are able to freely dispose of priories, preceptories, 

houses, chambers, places and members and other benefits of the hospital of this kind. 

 

Section 35: Permission of taking possession on their own authority of goods and places 

occupied through others and not being restored 

And meanwhile (until they dispose of them) they are able to take vacant possession of them 

freely through themselves or their procurators by their own authority, and to receive their fruits, 

returns, and provisions, and convert and retain in use and utility of themselves both the master 

and assembly, with the permission of any over these in no way required. 

 

Section 36: The places of this religion should not be held under apostolic reservation but 

should be manual. 

In addition, that priories, preceptories, and members and any benefits of the aforementioned 

hospital, which at the time are vacant in any way outside the Roman Curia, are by no means 

included under any general or specific apostolic reservations having been made, and which 

happen to occur concerning ecclesiastical benefits vacant at the time, as ordained to the hospital 

and the protection of faith, nor are they reserved or affected, but of the poor hospitals, which are 

not included under these reservations,  as far as they obtain this nature 

 

Section 37: The places of this religion ought to be conferred through the grand master and 

assembly only and not others to persons of this religions who have now made professions; and 

resignations or grants are not able to happen except to persons professed in the 

aforementioned religion, bearing the accustomed habit. 

And concerning these, the brothers of the aforementioned hospital should oversee through the 

aforementioned master and assembly existing at the time only and not anyone else, according to 

the aforementioned establishments.  Resignations or grants of these by those obtained them for a 

time even if those obtaining them are not of the aforementioned military, are not able to happen 

in favor of any persons, except those persons having made the customary profession through the 

brothers of the aforementioned hospital, once they have made it, or they are prepared expressly 

to make it within two months, and to receive and bear the habit customary to be bourn through 

them; in other respects these resignations and grants and whatever else happens to be done 

through us or our successor roman pontiffs existing at the time, and the aforementioned seat or 

by its or any other authority, concerning priories, preceptories, members and benefits of this 

kind, reservations, provisions, collations, trusts, unions, and any other similar and dissimilar 

dispositions. 
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Section 38: Exemptions granted to the priors and soldiers should not be supported against 

things owed through their own to the communal treasury and against obediences to the grand 

master and assembly 

And exemptions of priors and preceptors and brothers from obedience and superiority of the 

aforementioned master and assembly, from owed annual returns through them to the 

aforementioned treasury and from other rights, for whatever reason or causes, even with similar 

intent, knowledge and plentitude of power, even with express derogation of any earlier letters, 

which happen to be made through us perhaps in the contrary, are completely of no force or 

effect, and should be considered completely nullified, and derogation should not be considered in 

this part ever, even stronger and more efficacious derogations of derogations should not be 

considered derogated, except when and whenever these previous lettered should be revoked 

word for word, truly and not through clauses implying it, with tenor inserted, by the council of 

cardinals themselves of the Holy Roman Church; nor even then, unless express assent comes to it 

from the aforementioned master and assembly, and not otherwise in any other way, and always 

in derogations of this kind, which thus happen according to the aforementioned council, a clause 

should be considered added, that it obtains effect from the consent of the aforementioned master 

and assembly and not otherwise nor in any other way. 

 

Section 39: Places of the religion should not be able to be conferred except in those professing 

the religion and bearing the habit. 

And that collations, provisions, trusts, unions, reservations and any other dispositions, which 

happen to be made of this priories, preceptories and members being vacant at the time, through 

ceding or dying or any other dismissal, except for the Seat, otherwise than on persons of this 

kind and in the aforementioned way, even if they should happen through us or through the 

Roman pontiff existing at the time, to those, by whom thus these things are done, no right and no 

colored titled of possessing should be given. 

 

Section 40: Alienations should not happen, and those that happen should lack rights 

completely 

Alienations of censuses, returns, rights, jurisdictions and any goods pertaining to the priories, 

preceptories, houses, hospitals, benefits and places, under the penalty of a carried sentence of 

excommunication and of privation of obtained benefits incurred without any declaration through 

the very fact of acting in opposition, should not happen in the future, and if they should happen, 

they should lack strength completely. 

 

Section 41: Revocation of the right of patronage and the power of liberating with restitution 

having been made 

And in addition that the rights of patronage and of presenting suitable persons to priories, 

preceptories, hospitals, members and other benefits and places of the hospital of this kind, 

acquired within forty years and to be acquired in the future, from any cause, except for reason of 

foundation and according to the disposition of the council of Trent, unless, after careful 

investigation through the ordinaries of the places having been made, they are found to have been 

established because of exceedingly evident necessity of the benefits and places of this kind, 

should be recalled by these same ordinaries in toto, and with that restored to the patrons which 

was given by these for these things, they should be returned to pristine liberty; and from then on 
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(without nevertheless loss of those possessing these things canonically), it should be allowed to 

the aforementioned master and assembly to confer priories, preceptories, hospitals, members and 

benefits of this kind. 

 

Section 42: Prohibition of the reservation of pensions over the benefits of the aforementioned 

hospital, unless in the favor of the brothers of this order and religion 

And that no annual pension are able to be reserved beyond the fruits of any preceptory, trusts or 

other benefit of this military, even from resignation in the hands of the Roman Pontiff, or from 

any other probably causes, unless in a person of the aforementioned religion and military, even 

through the Pontiff himself, nor are trusts and other benefits of the aforementioned religions able 

to be burdened by pensions of this kind, other that as said before; and if pensions from above 

should happen to be assigned, these assignments are of no force or effect, nor should titles of 

benefits of this kind be help as payment of them, nor are they able to be compelled to this by 

ecclesiastical censures or other punishments. 

 

Section 43: Brother Chaplains are able to be chosen for parishes and other things of the 

aforementioned order, notwithstanding that through abuse or otherwise for a long time they 

were conferred and accustomed to be conferred on secular priests. 

 

Brother Chaplains do not differ from secular priests except as to bearing the cross on their 

chest. 

 

And that it should be allowed to the master and all priors, preceptors, soldiers and brothers of the 

hospital of this kind, parishes, and even churches without care or there vicarages or perpetual 

chaplaincies, or chapels or alters or other simple benefits, to their collation, provision, 

presentation, election or any other disposition, by reason of the priories, preceptories, so-called 

magisterial chambers, houses and other benefits of the aforementioned hospital, obtained through 

them for a time, from right, statue, custom, foundation or privilege, or otherwise in anyway 

looking to or pertaining to, and depending on this priories, preceptories, houses, hospitals, and 

other benefits, or annexed by them, and which were conferred a while ago on brothers at least 

chaplains of this hospital by this same aforementioned master, priors, preceptors, and others, for 

a long or perhaps really long time, about the beginning of which perhaps does not exist in the 

mind of men, through this master, priors, preceptors, soldiers, and brothers, through abuse or 

from defect of the brother chaplains or of other persons of this hospital suitable for it, have been 

conferred on clerics or secular priests or are accustomed to be conferred, and to be obtained 

through these priest and secular clerics, when first, through any dismissal of those holding them 

now, they should become vacant, these that is to which the priestly order has been attached, not 

to others that so-called brother chaplains of the hospital of this kind, who do not differ from 

soldier priests and clerics except as to the bearing of the cross and habit of the aforementioned 

hospital on their chest, as long as they are priests or established in this age so that they are able to 

be promoted to priestly order, and to it otherwise, even according to the disposition of the 

council of Trent, they are suitable and capable; but to confer the rest on other brother soldiers 

and otherwise to oversee and dispose of them.  
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Section 44: Brother Soldiers, upon whom benefits are granted, are able to retain these in title 

as long as they live. 

And those brothers, to whom benefits of this kind have happened, are able to receive these 

things, if they have been otherwise conferred on them canonically, or elected, or presented, or 

otherwise assumed to them and instituted in them, and to retain them in title, even as long as they 

live. 

 

Section 45: Parishes and other churches should be served only through chaplains of the order, 

even those not professing or in defect of those professing, and those who having been 

presented, should be admitted by the ordinaries at the request of the master, etc. 

And that priests ought to be received and admitted, who have not made profession in the 

aforementioned religion, unless by express permission and consent of the master or priors, 

preceptors, or brothers, whom it concerns, for serving in parishes and other churches and chapels 

of this hospital, chaplains of this religions, or in there defect, priest not professing these things, 

as long as both they and those (as it says earlier) are suitable and according to the decrees of the 

council of Trent of this kind, through the ordinaries of the places for requisition and presentation 

of the aforementioned priors, preceptors, and brothers, to whom it was found to pertain, without 

any exaction or imposition of burden. 

 

Section 46: Only those who receive the habit and make profession within a certain time should 

enjoy the privileges of the religion 

And that only those who have received the habit from the aforementioned master or with his 

permission and have made profession, or are bound within a certain time to undertake the habit 

or make profession of this kind should enjoy the privileges granted to the aforementioned 

hospital. 

 

Section 47: Those who should enjoy the privileges 

And no one of the aforementioned priories, preceptories, and brothers, without the mandate or 

permission of the aforementioned master, or at least of their prior or procurator of the hospital 

existing in the Roman Curia, should be able to use the aforementioned privileges in this same 

curia, nor should those things, without permission of this kind, support the vagrant. 

 

Section 48: Violent hands should not be thrown on those fleeing to the churches of the 

religion 

And violent hands should not be able to be thrown on those who have fled to the churches and 

houses of this religion for safety, through anyone, under penalty of a carried sentence of 

excommunication. 

 

Section 49: Power of choosing vicars with the power of conferring benefits 

It should also be allowed to John and the aforementioned master existing at the time and 

assembly, to choose in all priories of this hospital one vicar, with the power of conferring 

preceptories and houses of this hospital; and to exact pensions or returns and burdens 

accustomed to be imposed over houses, preceptories, leprosarias, and other benefits of this 

hospital by anyone, even secular clerics, obtaining them in trusts, their farmers and inmates, even 

laity, in that way which they are exacted by brothers of this aforementioned hospital.  
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Section 50: And a procurator general in the Roman Curia with the power of conferring 

benefits even those reserved, affected, or devolved, even in title of perpetual benefit, or at will, 

or immovably, even through the way of perpetual union 

And to establish or choose a procurator general in the Roman Curia, with general or special or 

limited power and ability; and in the same curia, through himself or the aforementioned 

procurator, to freely confer any benefits of this hospital, in whatever way, except through 

resignation in our hands and the hands of our successor Roman pontiffs at the time, or through 

death or otherwise in whatever way vacant at the seat, according to the establishments of this 

hospital and military; and to freely dispose of these, which have been disposed of, of new ones, 

of other benefits of this hospital, whether these private farms are accustomed to be assigned in 

title of perpetual ecclesiastical benefits, or even at will or immovably to one or multiple persons, 

according to the custom of this kind, for the nature of these benefits, or even, if it is expedient, 

through the way of perpetual union, this nevertheless that the benefits intended for priests, in no 

way conferred to soldiers, but only to brother chaplains established in priestly orders, or in such 

an age, in which they are able to be promoted to it canonically. 

 

Section 51: And of granting superiorities and resignations 

And to grant, superiorities, both general and special, over these benefits, to brothers of this 

hospital, which is considered confirmed and approved by that very fact by apostolic authority, 

and to receive and admit resignations of the aforementioned benefits. 

 

Section 52: The power of burying in their parishes anyone, even those interdicted, as long as 

etc. 

And to have cemeteries in their parish churches, and to receive and bury the cadavers of any 

Christian faithful, even if they should happen to be interdicted (as long as they did not give the 

cause), with rights reserved, if funeral fourths should be owed to any cathedral church or other 

parish, without any burden or payment made to the bishop. 

 

Section 53:  And of exacting grants and legacies 

And to exact and receive legacies and grants, both among the living and by any final will. 

 

Section 54: And of receiving any ecclesiastical sacraments from any catholic priest 

And to the priors, preceptors, soldiers, brothers, and aforementioned persons living within the 

regular places of the aforementioned hospital (according to the permission of their superiors, but 

to others with respect to confirmation, without the prejudgment of the diocese; with respect to 

other things, without the prejudgment of the parish churches within whose limits they happen to 

live, and with the decrees of the council of Trent preserved) it should be allowed to receive any 

ecclesiastical sacraments from any catholic priest they should wish, or from others administering 

them legally, having grace and communion with the aforementioned Seat, with nothing offered 

or paid. 

 

Section 55: And of bearing any arms, in any places 

And both to them and to their household, the power to bear any arms in any places, for their own 

defense and for offensives of the aforementioned seat against the enemy. 
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Section 56: And of hearing confessions, administering the sacraments and celebrating divine 

things for their brother chaplains, even in times of interdict. 

And it should be similarly allows to the chaplains of this hospital to hear the confessions of the 

aforementioned priors, preceptors, soldiers, brothers, persons, vassals, subjects, and friends 

living within their places and to impose on them saving punishments, and to administer the 

Eucharist and other ecclesiastical sacraments, and in time of interdict, as long as they did give 

the cause, to celebrate mass and other divine offices, with the excommunicated and interdicted 

excluded, with doors shut and with a lowered voice  

 

Section 57: Of erecting praeceptories, houses, hospitals, which enjoy privileges, without the 

permission of the ordinaries of the places, and in which there is no jurisdiction of ordinaries. 

But any Christian faithful, in any states, places, dioceses, they have the full and free power and 

authority of causing to be constructed and erected preceptories, houses, hospitals, under 

dependency and subjection of the aforementioned hospital, obtained through their brothers and 

soldiers, which use, possess and enjoy these privileges, immunities, indulgences, concessions, 

and grants, which other preceptories, houses, hospitals use, enjoy and possess, assigned to them 

by appropriate gift, with the permission of the ordinaries of places and of other places in no way 

required, and in addition with no jurisdiction in these ordinaries or power of imposing burdens 

reserved (unless until the master and assembly of this hospital should have an appropriate 

assembly seat in some certain place). 

 

Section 58: The power to all even ministering priests and beneficiaries, of testifying 

concerning any goods and acquired from the fruits of benefits, and among incapable relatives. 

as long as they leave a fifth part to the hospital. 

And that equally it should be allowed all priors, preceptors, and other soldiers and brothers and 

ministers, even priests and beneficiaries, of this same religion and military, to testify concerning 

anything, both stable and mobile, sums of money, gems and precious stones, and other things, of 

whatever quality and quantity and value they are, through them, even by reason of ecclesiastical 

benefits of the aforementioned hospital obtained only through them and otherwise acquired from 

any sources and in whatever way and looking to them in any way (as long as they leave a fifth 

part of them to the aforementioned assembly), and among any relative brothers, even spurious or 

other illegitimate ones, and other persons however incapable, and otherwise dispose even 

through notes, donations among the living, cause of death and any other way, as it should seem 

best to them, and to pay them out in pious and impious causes as long as otherwise lawful. 

 

Section 59: Of celebrating in pontifical habit and of giving benediction as long as no other 

priest is present and then by his permissions 

Priors however of the church of the aforementioned assembly existing at the time, as often as it 

should please them, have the power to celebrate mass and other divine offices in the 

aforementioned and other churches of the aforementioned religion, in pontifical habit, with mitre 

and pastoral staff; and after the solemnity of masses (as long as there is no other catholic priest 

present or by his consent) there to impart the benediction of Christ to the people  
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Section 60: Soldiers and others do not incur mortal sin unless on account of disobedience and 

stubbornness committed frequently and rebellion from the religion 

And in addition that no one from the master and soldiers and brothers existing at the time, and 

other persons of the aforementioned military and religions, on account of their rule, chapters, and 

statues, now or published in the future, not observed or fulfilled improperly, should fall into 

mortal sin, except on account of disobedience and stubbornness committed frequently and 

continually, and rebellion from this religion and those things generating a penalty of 

excommunication imposed on them and other causes of sin of this kind from divine precepts and 

sacred canon. 

 

Section 61: Persons of the religion at the time of receiving the habit and of profession and at 

the moment of death have the power of choosing a confessor, by whom they should receive full 

indulgence, etc. 

And that those soldiers and other persons of this military, who are established at the time of 

assuming the habit and of making profession of their rule, and at the moment of death, contrite of 

their sins from the heart and confessing with their mouth, should receive full indulgence and 

remission of all sins, with the power of electing for themselves at the aforementioned time of 

profession and death a confessor nevertheless approved by the ordinary. And not only soldiers 

and the aforementioned persons but also any other persons of either sex, who will devoutly have 

visited  the churches of the houses and other places of this hospital, existing wherever, on any 

feast days which are celebrated annually in honor of our Lord Jesus Christ and the most blessed 

Virgin Mary his mother, from first vespers up to the setting of the festive sun of this kind, and 

will have recited for peace being fostered between Christian princes three Lord Prayers and as 

many Angelic Salutations, shall obtain a relaxation of seven years and as many forty days from 

punishments imposed on them. 

 

Section 62: Notaries are bound under penalty of excommunication to give notice of legacies 

having been made to the hospital and military 

And that notaries who have been asked concerning testaments or other last wills in which 

anything happens to be disposed in favor and advantage of the hospital and military, under 

penalty of excommunication, to take care to report disposition of this kind, as quickly as they are 

conveniently able, to the master and assembly of the aforementioned hospital or to another, 

through whom it will be able to come to the notice of this master and assembly. 

 

Section 63: Priors and preceptors on Palm Sunday and through its octave are able according 

to the consent of the ordinaries to hear confessions and with those confessing to use 

indulgences, etc and these same things to them. 

And that priors and preceptors of any hospitals and houses depending on the aforementioned 

hospital of St. Lazarus and recognizing it as it their head, in the feast day of Palm Sunday and 

through its octave, if they have been established in a priesthood, through themselves, in their 

aforementioned hospitals and houses only, are able to hear confessions of anyone, according to 

the consent of the ordinaries of places, and to us with those confessing any powers and 

indulgences for the remission of sins, with these having been granted with apostolic authority, 

and to impart these same things to them (nevertheless according to the express permission of the 

master existing at the time and the assembly of the aforementioned hospital renewed every year); 
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and these same men are able fully and freely to choose for this, even if they have not been 

established in an order of priests, another or other approved and suitable priests, seculars or 

regulars of any order, approved through the ordinaries of the places; but at other times they are 

just as other priests having no power from the aforementioned Seat. 

 

Section 64: The power of hanging bells or of undersigning animals offered to St. Lazarus 

And they should be able to hang bells and bell towers with pigs and any other animals, which 

happen to be offered to this same St. Lazarus, or to undersign any notes. 

 

Section 65: Indulgences and graces of St. Lazarus are not considered suspended 

And that, during any temporal suspension of indulgences, of graces granted or to be granted in 

the future, the aforementioned indulgences and all powers and graces granted to this hospital and 

its master, assembly and members through the aforementioned Seat should not be understood to 

be suspended, but they should exist and continue in their pristine and true value and strength.  

 

Section 66: Power of celebrating divine offices, of administering the sacraments, and of 

burying the bodies of any faithful 

And that it should be allowed to these brothers in their churches to read masses and any other 

divine offices or to celebrate with a high voice or to cause them to be celebrated through other 

suitable priests; and to administer ecclesiastical sacraments to all Christian faithful (and each 

individually) and poor sick lepers living in the aforementioned hospitals at the time; and to hand 

over for ecclesiastical burial in cemeteries and churches of the aforementioned brothers the 

bodies of the dead of them and (nevertheless without prejudgment of anyone) any other faithful 

choosing and seeking it. 

 

Section 67: Of preaching the word of God 

And to present the word of God, at due and appropriate times, in parishes, to parishioners and 

people; in any churches of them, to the poor themselves and lepers of this kind, through they 

themselves, if they have the permission of their own superiors, and by these they have been 

examined and approved concerning life, customs and knowledge, with the blessing having been 

sought from bishops, inside the borders of whose diocese these churches have been established: 

and if they have been impeded legally, to cause it to be presented through other suitable people, 

having the permission of their superior and these bishops, and in all things, according to the form 

of the council of Trent. 

 

Section 68: The concession of any other privileges, graces, exemptions, and other powers 

granted to the hospital and military of St. John of Jerusalem, St. James of Spatha, St. Anthony 

of Vienna, Holy Spirit of the City and St. Stephan in Tuscia 

And in addition that the current and existing at the time grand master and assembly and all 

soldiers and other persons of this hospital and military, after they have established the 

aforementioned assembly seat, as has been stated earlier, should be able freely and legally in all 

and through all to use, possess and enjoy all privileges (and each individually), immunities, 

jurisdictions, exemptions, even by way of exception from the imposition of burdens on it, 

dispensations, grants, concessions, dispositions, honors, graces, liberties, favors, priorities, 

restitutions, reintegrations and any other graces up to now granted to the military of St. John of 
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Jerusalem, St. James of Spatha, St. Stephan, and to the hospitals of Holy Spirit in Saxia of the 

City and St. Anthony of Vienna, to the religions and orders, their places, persons, things, goods, 

through any Roman Pontiffs, even our predecessors, and even through us and the aforementioned 

seat or general councils or any others, in general or in specific, and even at the request of 

emperors, kings, and other princes, or on our own initiative or otherwise in any way up to now, 

which the hospitals, religions, military of this kind, grand master, assembly and brother soldiers 

use, posses and enjoy, and will be able to enjoy in whatever way in the future, in the same way, 

without any difference at all (except money indulgences),  just as if all these things and each 

individually had been granted to them, and the tenors of all these and any letters from above 

made in any way were inserted here word for word: thus that they are not able to be harmed, 

perturbed or troubled over these and their occasion through these ordinaries or any others, as 

long as they are not in conflict with moderations and limitations written above and with the 

aforementioned council of Trent, and through this it should not be prejudged by the 

aforementioned hospitals and militaries and rights of any third party, and (as far as exemptions) 

the jurisdiction of the ordinaries, not only that which they have by communal right but also those 

which have been given to them by the decrees of the aforementioned council of Trent, always 

should be safe, except in those cases in which the aforementioned council expressly excepts and 

exempts the religions of St John of Jerusalem, in such also this religion and military of St. 

Lazarus should equally be considered excepted and exempted (except with respect to seminary 

contribution). 

 

Section 69: Publication and Fixation of privileges and other apostolic letters and mandates of 

the master and assembly should be curtailed even if they have been personally made. 

In addition, that the publication and fixation not only of the present letters but also of any other 

apostolic letters, or their transcripts and mandates of the master and assembly, made in all 

priories, preceptories, members and benefits of this religion, in like manner should be curtailed 

and if they have been made personally against the contents of these letters, nevertheless with 

diligence having been done in the previous matter concerning these being personally discovered 

in the aforementioned places 

 

Section 70: Faith to be given to the letters of the master and assembly 

And that full faith should be given to the words in the letter of this master and assembly about 

making profession, receiving the habit, and paying debts and obediences of all brother soldiers of 

the aforementioned military. 

 

Section 71: Master and assembly are able to deprive any disobedient and those not observing 

the rights of the religion especially if he was stubborn in the payment of annual census. 

And nevertheless, that if anyone of the priors, preceptors, soldiers and brothers of the 

aforementioned hospital, and any other, who has made the profession accustomed to be made 

through brothers of the aforementioned hospital, whenever he is stubborn having called for 

service of the religion or otherwise, or in payment of rights to the communal treasure, and cited 

he has not appeared personally before the aforementioned master and assembly, and he has not 

offered obedience to them and other due rights, with the time prescribe for this having lapsed, 

with canonical impediment ceasing, he is able to be deprived of habit, dignity, administration 
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and benefit and any honor and office, otherwise, according to the form of the aforementioned 

establishments and privileges, through the aforementioned master and assembly. 

 

Section 72: No exemption is strong against the obedience of the grand master, especially those 

having been called should be bound to appear.  But the master and assembly are able to 

dispose of benefits vacant through privation  

Not any derogation or exemption real or personal, or other preserved graces, even with intent, 

knowledge and plenitude of power made or granted at the time similarly in any way, should be 

strong against the previous things, nor should the aforementioned master and assembly be bound 

to obey them; but, with these not obstructing, they are freely able to dispose of a priory, 

preceptory, dignity, office, or benefit thus vacant through privation of this kind, according to 

establishment and other previously stated this, and to accept those things otherwise through him 

or them, to whom it pertains by superiority or other right. 

 

Section 73: Clauses of these concessions are preserved 

And that in no way is it possible for the previous stated things to be revoked, even through any 

apostolic letters, even any clauses general or special, even more efficacious and unaccustomed 

derogations of derogations, even containing in them voiding decrees under any expression of 

words, nor should this be considered revoked, unless the tenor of these inserted word for word 

with nothing at all omitted, and derogations of this kind done consistorially, and containing the 

same tenor through three distinct letters, similarly at three distinct times, have been notified and 

introduced to the aforementioned grand master and assembly, and express ascent of this master 

and assembly has been given to it; and otherwise derogations made should be supported by no 

one; and the aforementioned master and assembly are not at all bound to obey derogation letters 

of this kind and decrees proceeding over these, and their executors and subexecutors, and their 

mandates and warnings, but they should not be able to impede the execution of letters of this 

kind in any way, not for reason of resistances are they able to be bound up in ecclesiastical 

censures carried through these executors or subexecutors. 

 

Section 74: Decrees voiding and clauses removing, etc. 

And thus, in all previous things (and each one individually), it out to be judged and defined 

through any judges and commissaries, exercising any authoring, even cardinals of the Holy 

Roman Church and the auditors of cases of the Apostolic Palace, with any power of judging and 

interpreting otherwise removed from them and anyone of them. And whatever should happen to 

be attempted otherwise over these by anyone, with any authority, knowingly or ignorantly, let it 

be null and void. 

 

Section 75: Derogation Clauses 

And with respect to the previous things, all these things should not oppose which the 

aforementioned Pius IV our predecessor in the aforementioned letters wished not to oppose. 

 

Section 76: Personal sanction 

Therefore it should be allowed to no one of men to break this page of our ratification, statutes, 

ordinations, revocations, cessations, voiding, annulment, evacuation, and decrees, or to oppose 
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them with rash temerity.  If anyone, however, should presume to attempt this, he will know the 

indignation of almighty God and of the blessed Peter and Paul his apostles incurred on him. 

 

Conclusion: 

Given in Rome at St. Peters, in the year of the incarnation of Lord one thousand five hundred 

sixty seven, on the 7
th

 of the Kalends of Februari, in the second year of our pontificate. 

 

Given on the day 27 January 1567, in the pontifical year 2. 




