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Inter Assiduas Dominici 
Papal Encyclical of Pope Pius IV 
May 4, 1565 in Rome 
Translated by Steven L. Jones, Ph.D. 
 
Notes: 
The confirmation of several gifts and privileges, of the solider brothers of the Hospital of St. 
Lazarus of Jerusalem, granted by previous pontiffs, in those which are not opposed by the 
Council of Trent.  And the Concession of other exemptions and indulgences.   
  
In respect to the preceding gifts, you have above Alex IV, const. 1, “Cum a nobis” and Clem IV, 
const. 2, “Cum dilectis” and const. 5, “Venerabilibus.”  But where Pius V  renewed, limited, and 
took away from these privileges, see below in his const. 28, “Sicuti”, where I will note.  
 
Bishop Pius 
Servant of the servants of God.   
As an everlasting record  
 
Introduction:  The Causes of this declaration  
Among the constant cares of preserving  the Lord’s flock entrusted divinely to us from  harms 
not only spiritual  but also bodily and from imminent dangers however many are sent to us, we 
establish that, after the help of the divine godhead implored by the frequent supplications of our 
heart, this is the most powerful thing to be relied upon by us in every undertaking, that against 
the insatiable thirst for blood of the Christian, which after a long number of years seems to 
increase daily in the most terrible tyrant of the Turks, we also should prepare warlike defenses of 
most faithful fellow-soldiers: to say nothing of our temporal power, and the ports of all Italy 
exposed on all sides to the incursion of enemy fleets,  let us strengthen the shores with strong 
citadels and forts, but also with energetic soldiers, who swear and fulfill with an oath by the 
cross of the redeemer and our Lord as well as by the visible stigmata of the Lord  that they will 
be perpetual defenders for the safety of the house of Israel, let us strengthen our defenses and the 
ancient military and hospitals of the church of God and let us especially restore to their pristine 
dignity the hospital of the poor lepers of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem made known by that most holy 
man Basil the Great and even by Damasus I, of blessed memory, Roman Pontiff, our 
predecessor, and by the times of the emperors Julian the Apostate and  Valentinian, and enlarged 
in various ways throughout the world and diminished by the injury of time and seemingly 
discharged from military service: and so that they may respond to our vows more promptly, let 
us confirm their ancient privileges and let us then crown these privileges generously with the 
granting of new privileges.  
 
Section 1: Innocent III and Honorius III receive under the protection of the Apostolic Seat, 
the persons, things, and goods of the hospital and military.  
For some time, after Innocent III of happy memory and Honorius III successively had granted 
various and diverse exemptions and other gifts then and for existing time to the master and 
brothers of the Hospital or the house of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem under the rule of St. Augustine 
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and to the leprosarias and they received their people and the leprosarias and other places beneath 
their own protection and the protection of the Apostolic Seat. 
 
Section 2: Gregory IX grants indulgence to those giving alms.  
And Gregory IX released twenty days from penance imposed by him on  all the faithful of Christ 
extending generous hands to the master and the brothers of the house of St. Lazarus of 
Jerusalem, or to their messengers seeking alms, for the payment of their debts, and for support of 
those same brothers.  
 
Section 3:  He also gave to them the license of professing one of the approved rules.  
And through his other letters, then he mandated to the Bishop of Trent that he grant some 
approved rule to these brothers wishing to profess in their own houses or places, according to a 
petition made by them to himself, if it should seem expedient.  
 
Section 4: Innocent IV gave the power of choosing a healthy soldier as grand master.  
And Innocent IV.  with it being received by him,  that although it was allowed  by an ancient,  
approved and so far peacefully observed custom that a leprous soldier  of the house of St. 
Lazarus of Jerusalem be taken into the direction of it; but, because all leprous soldiers of the 
aforementioned house had been killed miserably by the enemies of the faith, and a custom of this 
kind was not able to be observed properly: therefore, then he entrusted to the Tusculan Bishop 
that if it should seem expedient to him, according to God, that he grant to the brothers 
themselves some permission  for the future of electing with apostolic authority a healthy soldier 
from the brothers of the aforementioned house of St. Lazarus into the direction of it (with the 
custom of this kind not opposing) .  
 
Section 5: and He granted half of a mill in Nympha.  
And through other  letters, the senate granted half of the mill which the Roman church then once  
had with Boethius, his own chamberlain, in Nympha, to the master and brothers of the house of 
the lepers of St. Mary Magdalen Terracinensis, under the annual census of  twelve denarii. 
 
Section 6:  Alexander IV granted to the priors the power to absolve brothers striking 
themselves in any way  
And also Alexander IV, telling through these same letters, just as it was provided for by canon 
constitution that monks and canon regulars, in whatever way they beat themselves in the cloister, 
must not be sent to the Apostolic Seat, but according to the discretion and prudence of the their 
abbot, must be subject to discipline: But if the discretion of the abbot is not sufficient for the 
correction of them, oversight must be sought from the Bishop of the Diocese, unless it would be 
an excessive and enormous difficulty, on account of which recourse must rightly be sought at the 
Roman Church; he considered that a statute of this kind extended to the master and brothers of 
the hospital of lepers of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem, of the order of St. Augustine; by stating that in 
such  a case (unless major oversight was required) the benefit of absolution was extended to the 
brothers through their own priors who, as he had heard, were know to be priests,. 
 
Section 7: And the profession of the Rule of St. Augustine.  
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And through other of his own letters, he confirmed and fortified the rule of the Blessed 
Augustine, which the same brothers assert that they had professed. just as so far they had 
observed it, to these, by the aforementioned authority, and with the same authority nevertheless 
stating that the rule itself should be observed by these same brothers and by their successors for 
all future times.  
 
Section 8: He approved the donation of the Emperor Frederick  
And through his other letters, considering it ratified and approved he established  and 
strengthened  by apostolic authority  a donation made to the master and brothers of the hospital 
of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem, of the Order of St. Augustine, by Frederick the Emperor of the 
Romans before the sentence  of death had been carried to him, of diverse lands and possessions 
and stations from his own dominion in Sicily, Calabria, Vallegratis, Apulia, and Terra Laboris, 
along with diverse exemptions of secular taxation.  
 
Section 9: He grants the church of the Galbii  
And to this same hospital, in which (as is accepted) a noble assembly of energetic soldiers and 
others, not only healthy but also leprous,  was accustomed to remain for the sake of fighting the 
enemies of the name of Christian: and because it was reduced to extreme poverty on account of 
the hazards of wars, with its own possessions having been occupied for the most part by pagans 
and enemies of the Church, it was granted to the master and brothers, by the same authority, that, 
in order to relieve their poverty, they be able to consider for their own use the church of the 
Galbii in the Diocese of Lincolinensis, in which they obtained the right of patronage (as they 
asserted), with the ruler of it yielding or dying); however,  an agreeable portion from the 
revenues of it should be assigned  to the vicar serving perpetually in it by right of the Bishop of 
the diocese without prejudice,  out of which he might be suitably sustained and the bishopric and 
other burden of the church itself might be supported.  
 
Section 10:  He grants the power of collecting interest, etc.  
And similarly, through his other letters to the master and brothers of this kind, suffering the need 
of them with a paternal affection, by the aforementioned authority, he considered granted that 
concerning interest, robberies, and other things acquired badly, having been done previously by 
the authority of the Dioceses (with only Jerusalem having been excepted) provided that they to 
whom restitution ought to be made, were not able to be found or to be known at all, as well as 
concerning the redemptions of vows, they are able to receive even up to the sum of two hundred 
marks of silver, if they had not obtained grace of this kind from him for receiving other similar 
things: only to the extent that if they give up anything of the two hundred marks, or restore it or 
give it to those from whom they have receive it, loss, or restitution, or gifts of this kind should 
benefit nothing towards the liberation of them, nor with respect to that should they be considered 
at all absolved.   
 
Section 11:  He declared that the Diocese are not able to place rectors in the houses of the 
hospital.  
And when it had come to his attention that in some religious houses and houses of leprosy 
formed in the district of the kingdom of Navarra, Campania and Bria, with the count of the 
Palatine, the rectors of the dioceses of the places presumed to establish new administrators or to 
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institute at the pleasure of their own will, in the not small judgment and grievance of those same 
houses, by going against the ancient, approved, and so far peacefully observed custom in such 
things, wishing to take away the undue grievance of those same houses, then of the abbot of the 
monastery called Orbacensis or of another order, he gave in mandates that, if  these things were 
thus,  that, because of the previous reasons, he would compel the aforementioned dioceses by 
means of a warning, by apostolic authority, and with the appeal removed, that they should cease 
completely from presumption of this kind.  
 
Section 12: Nicolaus III exempts from the payment of tithes.   
Afterwards, Nicolaus III declared that concerning the rents and products of the leprosaria of this 
kind, which were converted into the use of the miserable and infirm, a tithe should not be paid.  
 
Section 13: Clement IV granted the power of collecting lepers from everywhere.   
And Clement IV through certain letters to all archbishops and bishops and to other prelates of the 
church, both exempt and not exempt, in virtue of holy obedience, and beneath punishment of 
excommunication, which he wished the disobedient to incur unless they cared diligently to 
complete the mandate of this kind; and no less, under the punishment of private duty and benefit 
of their own, by teaching he mandated that when certain ones had come from those called 
master, brothers, and procurators of the houses of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem  to the archbishops 
and other prelates and the places of them for the purpose of seizing infirm lepers, they should 
care to support them in this;  Mindful that the lord taught in the law of Moses that all lepers 
should be thrown out, willing and ordering so that he might be pleasing to the Lord that not only 
males but women, clerics and lay, religous and secular laboring with the sickness of leprosy, be 
taken by the same brothers and procurators of them and be thrown out, with all the good men of 
them, both mobile and immobile, to the habitation with the other infirm of the houses of the 
order of St. Lazarus of this kind.  But if clerics or lay neglect to fulfill his mandate in anyway, he 
wished that these brothers or the procurators of them summon them peremptorily to appear 
before him in order to fulfill justice.  
 
Section 14: And of collecting alms.   
And again through his other letters, he mandated that the brothers themselves of this 
confraternity  coming to certain places for the purpose of collecting alms should be received and 
dealt with honestly: and those ordinaries of the places and those to whom it pertains that they 
should permit these same brothers to admonish the people in their churches and to collect alms, 
and even to make confraternity, taking precautions lest, by the opportunity of them, the alms 
destroy the poor of Christ and impede the works of piety.  
 
Section 15: He orders ordinaries to remove troubles from the military.   
He also enjoined the archbishops themselves and the bishops and the other prelates that they care 
to defend and to maintain the aforementioned brothers against the parishioners who invade their 
homes or oppress them with undue troubles.  Nothing should be exacted from  the brothers and 
religious persons of this kind for burial unless the spontaneous liberality of those departing or the 
devotion of their parents has conferred it on them. 
 
Section 16: He grants exemption from tithes.  
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They do not presume to exact a tithe from them in opposition to the tenor of the privileges 
declared by the Seat,  from all the fruit of the land, for which they cultivate and work with 
appropriate industry or from the expenses or even from the nourishment of their own animals, 
excluding the animals themselves.  
 
Section 17: He wished for oratories to be built.   
And that the archbishops themselves and the bishops look after dedicating oratories  and 
consecrating cemeteries for the use of the brothers and the aforementioned persons and their 
families.  
 
Section 18: He ordered those laying aside the habit to be coerced.   
And that concerning the rest, brothers or soldiers and those having been given to a military 
hospital of this kind, who lay aside the cross and the regular habit and wander through the rough 
things of the age  or who are stubborn and rebellious to their priors, and obtain bolinas against 
their will, they warn earnestly and compel them for the sake of their duty that they reassume the 
placed-aside habit, that they continue in the obedience of their prelates devoutly and humbly, and 
that they in no way presume to obtain bolinas or other offices through violence, that they compel 
the despisers of these mandates with the sentence of excommunication and that they cause it to 
be observed even to full satisfaction inviolably.   
 
Section 19: He granted indulgences for good deeds.   
And nevertheless to any who concerning the powers conferred on them by God should assist the 
brothers of the aforementioned hospital, and be eager that they be listed as a colleague of so holy 
a fraternity, and to them pay benefits, he relaxed a seventh part of the penance enjoined upon 
them annually.  
 
Section 20: He gave to the ordinaries the power of changing vows of those assisting the 
hospital.  
And to the same ordinaries of the places and to others having care of souls, he granted the full 
and free faculty of changing the vows of any abstinence or of any pilgrimage (with only 
Jerusalem and the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul excepted), into financial support given to the 
aforementioned brothers or to their messengers,  when they have demanded anything beyond this 
from them or from anyone of them, provided that, with the condition being taken into account, 
with the needs of the messengers and of the aforementioned brothers having been considered, 
(over which he burdened the consciences of them)  nothing in regards to this should be done in 
fraud or in diminution of the support written above in respect to  price or prayers, friendship, 
favor, or hatred of any. Wishing that financial assistance of this kind given to those vowing the 
same pilgrimages should be extended up to the sum of money as those vowing had personally 
spent on completing the vow of pilgrimage of this kind.  However, he directs the vow of 
abstinence of this kind to be redeemed according to the authority of him, who changed the vow 
of this kind. 
 
Section 21: And, with similar aid having been given, of absolving from irregularity.   
Wishing however for ecclesiastical persons to be more fully provided for, he granted the power 
of dispensing to their dioceses concerning those who when by canon either incurred a sentence 
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of excommunication by man, who have drawn the mark of irregularity by mixing themselves 
with divine offices, or it happened that because of it they themselves contracted it, as long as 
they asked from the brothers or messengers mentioned above however much they spent by going 
to the Roman Curia, and by waiting there for the purpose of obtaining a dispensation of this kind, 
and also by returning from the same place,  unless perhaps they had rashly placed their own 
violent hands on bishops, abbots or other superior, afterwards  they have been absolved from  the 
sentences of excommunication which they incurrent or it happened to incur.  
 
Section 22: He permitted them to bury the dead in the their churches.   
Wishing, because of reverence of their venerable house, that to those who have assumed the 
brotherhood of them, if perhaps the churches to which they have come had been interdicted from 
divine offices, with them dying, by no means should an ecclesiastical burial be denied them, 
unless they are bound by name by the bond of excommunication. it should be allowed to them 
that their brothers whom the prelates of the churches maliciously would not permit to be buried 
among their own churches, that they carry them to churches of the hospital of this kind to be 
buried, unless the ones who where excommunicated where accused in an interdict or of public 
usury.  
 
Section 23: And to receive offerings.   
And it should be allowed them without any previous permission to retain offerings offered on 
behalf of them or others, who rest in their cemeteries.  
 
Section 24: Even during the time of an interdict.   
 And that those receiving this brotherhood or even a group, with the laws of their own houses 
reserved, stand under the protection of St. Peter and the pontiff’s own protection.  And if anyone 
of these same brothers, who has been sent to these brotherhoods, should come to them collected 
in whatever city or castle or village or any place, if by chance that place is forbidden from divine 
offices, in the pleasant coming of them, once a year, the churches should be opened, and with 
those having been excommunicated thrown out, the divine offices should be celebrated, barring a 
declaration of the general council upon all.  
 
Section 25:  He permitted clerics to service in the hospital.   
Mandating also to these same archbishops and bishops that if anyone from the clerics of their 
churches decides, with permission of the prelate and of their chapter, willingly and freely to 
serve the brothers of the aforementioned hospital for a year or two, it should not be impeded.    
 
Section 26: John XXII granted exemption from the jurisdiction of ordinaries.   
And subsequently John XXII mandated to all archbishops, bishops and other prelates of the 
churches that they by no means presume to promulgate the sentence of excommunication or of 
interdiction on the aforementioned master and brothers both soldiers and clerics, or grants or 
messengers, or the churches of them (and of course those which have no bishop or prelate except 
for the Roman Pontiff, over them, and enjoy special prerogative, and in which the ordinaries of 
the place by no means have authority or ecclesiastical power) and that they not weight them 
down with unnecessary vexation, but they should conduction themselves towards them in such a 
way that they do not have to raise up against them material for complaining.  
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Section 27: Gregory X or Alexander IV ordered the brothers not to be troubled.   
In addition, Gregory X or Alexander IV, wishing to provide paternal care to the same master and 
brothers of the hospital of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem, against some religious and secular clerics 
and lay people, who, under pretext of questions existing among them and of certain crooked 
customs, dared with rashness to seize animals and other goods of these aforementioned brother 
soldiers, and they presumed to detain them, until they had been satisfied according to their own 
good pleasure concerning questions of these kind, although they did not have ordinary or 
delegated jurisdiction over them, by which it would have been allowed to do this to them, 
through their letters, by apostolic authority,  they forbid that anyone by the aforementioned 
occasion of custom, and thus supported by no law, should introduce the troubles previously 
mentioned against these same brothers and others previously named or their messengers 
appointed by them through the whole world,.  They should not presume to take, seize, or in any 
manner detain the brothers or their goods without an order of law. 
 
Section 28: The granting of exemption from the payment of rents, etc on their goods. 
And he mandated that concerning other fruits of the land, which by their own industry or 
expense they cultivate or cause to be worked, and concerning animals or concerning the 
nourishment of the animals, and any other good thing, if it happens that the aforementioned 
goods or fruits of this kinds or animals or anything resulting from them, anything  sold or bought 
through the brothers, soldiers or donates, not only for the support of any of them or of the poor 
lepers, but also for the repair of any house or hospital or a church of the aforementioned soldiers, 
and through the cities and camps and towns, gates, bridges, ships, and otherplaces of any kings 
or queens, or dukes, or marquis, count, viscount, baron, or other lords in the whole orb of 
existence, in which they should for a time stand or travel through, or return that they are 
permitted, without any impediment, to sell to buy or to pass or return, and especially without 
payment of any toll, tribute, rent, bullectarum or any exaction.  
 
Section 29: Paul II received the leprosarium in Capua under the protection of the Apostolic 
Seat and granted the exemption from every  burden.  
And Paul II received the masters and brothers of the house of lepers of St. Lazarus outside the 
walls of Capua, and their people and the place in which they have possession by divine 
indulgence, with all the goods which then reasonably they posses, or from that time into the 
future they are able to obtain by just means, under the protection of St. Peter and his own 
protection. And all liberties and immunities granted by his predecessors to them and to their 
houses whether through other privileges or indulgences, not only the liberties and exemptions 
from secular exaction reasonably conceded by kings and princes and other Christian faithful to 
them and to their house, but especially houses, meadows, pastures, gardens, vineyards, and other 
goods both moveable and immoveable, as they possess them justly and peacefully, he confirmed 
to them and through them to their house, by the aforementioned apostolic authority, strictly 
forbidding that anyone should presume to exact from them tithes from the gardens, shrubs or 
from the nourishment of their animals.  
 
Section 30: Alexander, Urban, Clement, and Gregory grated indulgences to those visiting the 
leprosarium in Perusina and giving alms. 13 
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And in like manner, Alexander, Urban, Clement, and Gregory, Roman Pontiffs and our 
predecessors, considering the works of charity and piety which were continually done for the 
sick and poor of the hospital of lepers of the Hill of Perusina by the Diocese, and in addition that 
the resources of this hospital were not sufficient for this, and desiring to encourage the people of 
Christ by means of spiritual gifts towards the comfortable support for the poor, to all truly 
repenting and confessing, who devoutly approach the aforementioned hospital, and offer the 
hand of charity, Gregory mercifully released one year and one forty, but each of the remaining 
predecessors released one hundred days from the penance imposed upon them.  
 
Section 31:Nicolaus IV confirmed those and granted others. 
And afterwards Nicolaus IV approved and confirmed the remissions and indulgences of this kind 
through his own letters, and through other letters he granted and relaxed other indulgences and 
remissions of sins for the Christian faithful visiting different places of the poor and leprous and 
hospitals of this kind, and offering helping hands and pious alms for the assistance of these 
leprous poor.   
 
Section 32: And He gave to the hospital of Valloncellis an exemption from the supervision of 
legates and from any collections. 
And through his other letters, in the manner of the declaration of Clement IV, He granted to the 
guardian and brothers of the hospital of lepers of St. Lazarus at Valloncellis, that they are by no 
means held by the responsibility of supervision by the legates of the Apostolic Seat or by their 
messengers, or of exaction, collection, or of any subsidies, and that they not be able to be 
compelled to pay these through letters of legates, rectors, messengers of the aforementioned seat, 
of whatever tenor they are, by by any other authority for ever.  Declaring null and void the 
sentences of interdict, suspension and excommunication, if it happens that anything is 
promulgated in the future for this reason on them, or any one of them, or the aforementioned 
hospital. 
 
Section 33: Leo X restored the hospitals of St. John of the Lepers of Panormitan, and of St. 
Agatha of Messana, once subject to the hospital of St. Lazarus, against the suppressions of 
Innocent VIII. 
And Leo X of blessed memory, in answer to the prayers of Charles the King of the Romans and 
of Spain then acting for mankind, restored the hospitals of St. John of the Lepers of Panormitan 
and of St. Agatha of Messana, of the Order of St. Augustine, once subject to the hospital of St. 
Lazarus, as members to a head, to the religion and hospital of the aforementioned St. Lazarus in 
Capua under a certain manner and form with all rights and privileges to their members with the 
aforementioned apostolic authority; And he replaced and renewed the aforementioned Capuan 
Hospital, against the suppressions and extinctions performed through Innocent VIII, also our 
predecessor; And to the master general or the preceptor of this hospital or the house of St. 
Lazarus of Capua of this order of St. Augustine that he is able to take the aforementioned 
Hospitals in Panormitan and Messana, since they lack a legitimate governor, even from people of 
his own religion, to dispose and to govern the aforementioned hospitals as before the suppression 
and incorporation, and if they do not depart, he is able to dispose, oversee, and govern. 
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Section 34: And He gave the power of seizing possessions of the same hospital of St. John of 
the Lepers of Panormitan and of St. Agatha of Messana 
And he is able and allowed to take the possession of the aforementioned hospitals by himself or 
through another or others, by his own authority, strictly forbidding anyone from being able to 
trouble this master in any way concerning what has been said, or to impede him or to disturb 
him. 
 
Section 35: Alexander VI and Other Roman Pontiffs granted a great many other indulgences 
and graces. 
And our predecessors Alexander VI, Nicolaus II, Honorius IV, Boniface VIII, Clement V, 
Innocent VI, Urbanus IV, Eugenius IV, Sixtus IV, Innocent VIII, Alexander VI, Clement VII, 
Paul III, Julius III and different other Roman Pontiffs granted various privileges, indulgences, 
liberties, immunities, and other graces to this same master and brothers, donates and to the order, 
to their messengers, officials, and other persons, as well as to their hospitals, churches, 
preceptors and members, to those visiting them or doing good deeds to them. 
 
Section 36: This Pontiff Pius IV confirmed them, especially concerning the jurisdiction of the 
great master 
And finally we confirmed those and especially concerning the jurisdiction of the master general 
of the aforementioned hospital and military exercising justice among their soldiers and persons 
and to their preceptors, soldiers, brothers, their vassals, subjects, chaplains, families, servants, 
clerics, messengers, collectors, donates, and to any other persons of the aforementioned hospital, 
for anything concerning things joined to, related to, connecting, or depending on their military, 
persons, good deeds or goods, or on the dignities, administrations, preceptors, offices, rights, 
jurisdictions, properties, goods, fruits, riches, possessions, in any instance, and even including 
the ultimate sentence, also summarily, simply, and openly, through the master general of the 
hospital of this kind or those chosen by him for ministering justice, we renewed and otherwise 
allowed, as it is more fully contained in the diverse letter of both our predecessors and ourselves 
produced above. 
 
Section 37: And he confirms a second time all those things previously mentioned, in so far as 
they are not contrary to the Council of Trent. 
We, therefore, wishing to grant favors and graces to the beloved son John Castilioneum, the 
current great master of the aforementioned hospital and military, and his successor great masters 
of this hospital existing at the time and the hospital and military of this kind, and their assembly 
to be attended by more favors and graces than  any one of our aforementioned predecessors had 
granted them; and to restore and to augment the hospital of St. Lazarus, and its military, to the 
utility of the wretched, poor lepers and against the incursions of pirates and those not believing 
the Christian religion (however much we are able in the Lord); and absolving and considering to 
be absolved this same Master John, soldiers, brothers, and other persons, and individuals of them 
from any sentence of excommunication, suspension, and interdict and other ecclesiastical 
sentences, from censure and punishment by law or by man, carried on any occasion or cause, if 
anyone is trapped by any of these in any way, in order only to obtain the effect of the present 
documents; as well as considering the tenor of each of the aforementioned letters as expressed in 
these present letters, on our own initiative, not at the request of John or the priors, preceptors, 



Inter Assiduas Dominici  p.10 

 

soldiers, brothers, or other aforementioned persons or a petition of others offered on their behalf 
concerning this, but from pure generosity and from our certain  knowledge, and according to the 
fullness of apostolic power, we perpetually approve, confirm, and fully renew, and grant, and we 
wish to be renewed and granted the institution and establishment of a hospital and military of this 
kind, and the transfer of it formerly to the aforementioned Capuan preceptorship or house, and 
the incorporation of the preceptorship or house of this kind, declarations, revocations, wills, 
provocations, guidelines, requisitions, promulgations, unions, incorporations, concessions, as 
well as assigned powers, decrees, remissions, inhibitions, injunctions, renewals, approvals, 
confirmations, supplements, restitution, reassignment, commission, mandate, reception, 
liberation, exemption, subjection, prohibition, extension, enlargement, indulgence and 
dispensation, regular and ordinary of the previously named and other such of our predecessor 
Roman Pontiffs; as well as all and individual privileges, immunities, preferences, exemptions, 
liberties, prerogatives, indulgences, spiritual and temporal indulgences, favors and graces, also 
by way of communication and extension of this hospital and of the military  and their own grand 
master, through the Roman Pontiffs and Seat of this kind, under whatever tenor and form, and 
with whatever clauses and decrees up to now, in general or specific, granted, approved, and 
renewed; as well as with each and every clause contained in this, each thing of these same 
predecessors, expressed not only under the seal but also in brief form, letter and ordinations, 
statues, support, uses, customs, and natures published and introduced regarding this hospital, 
military and religion, and any letters apostolic or otherwise made from above, under any tenors 
or forms, and other things granted with similar motive and knowledge, with each and every 
decree and other clauses contained in them, and each and every thing following from it, 
considering the tenors of all these to be expressed and inserted in these present documents, as if 
they had been inserted word for word, nothing omitted, in so far as they are not contradictory to 
the decrees of the council of Trent, with apostolic authority, with the tenor of those present,  
 
Section 38: And he shares with the Capuan hospital 
And we extend and enlarge these things to the aforementioned hospital, to the present one 
existing in Capua and not in the city of Jerusalem, and to its master, priors, preceptors, brothers, 
and aforementioned persons; and we determine all these things to be strong and effective and 
possess the perpetual firmness of oak, and receive its effect and, under  sentence, censure and 
penalty contained in these paper to be observed by all those distinguished with any dignity and 
preeminence, inviolably forever.  
 
Section 39: And he recalls every suppression. 
And we restore, replace, and fully renew, and we decree and declare restored, replaced and fully 
renewed the hospital, and its members and all things pertaining to it against suppressions, 
extinctions, appropriations, applications, unions, annexations, incorporations and other contrary 
dispositions once having arisen through Innocent VIII of blessed memory, and Pius II and 
perhaps other Roman Pontiffs also our predecessors, and the aforementioned seat, also in 
consistory, or by motion or knowledge or by any similar plenitude of power, in any way hitherto, 
to its former state and that in which it was before these things arose, by the same authority and 
tenor.   And the letters having arisen from these, and each and every thing contained in them 
concerning suppressions and extinctions of this kind, with the aforementioned authority and 



Inter Assiduas Dominici  p.11 

 

tenor, we recall, nullify, invalidate, annul, and we wish them to be considers as recalled, 
nullified, invalidated and nothing, and without effect and empty for all men. 
 
Section 40: And He appointed it the head of the military of St. Lazarus 
And as a preferable caution, in the aforementioned hospital the same preceptors, which were in 
that convent, that was previously mentioned, which were the head of the other preceptors of the 
aforementioned order, it is fitting that they use, posses, and enjoy the privileges, indulgences, 
favors, exemptions, liberties, jurisdictions, authorities and powers, and finally all rights, which 
before its aforementioned suppressions and extinctions it used, possessed, and enjoyed, and we 
erect and institute anew and in real and actual possession of all these things, in which it was 
earlier, and now is, and is considered to be in all things and through all things, just as if the 
aforementioned preceptors had never been suppressed and extinct or united with others. 
 
Section 41: He decided to consider  the election of a grand master for the convent and soldiers. 
And to this hospital, military and their great master, assembly, brothers, and soldiers, with John 
Himself and the grand masters existing at the time yielding or leaving the same seat or any other 
grand magistrate, even through free resignation, or leaving or letting it go in our hands or those 
of our successors at that time of Roman Pontiffs, and with it in any way vacant, that the assembly 
of this military, all together, congregating for a time, where they should wish, according to the 
establishment of this Religion and military, according to published and issued consent of its 
protector, in no way contrary to the council of Trent, choose another grand master, who from 
now on as from that time and on the contrary, after he has thus been elected, be confirmed  and 
considered to possess the same apostolic authority, and thus we establish and ordain forever. 
 
Section 42: He granted the transfer of the principal seat 
And also to the same master and assembly existing at the time to transfer the principal seat of 
this military to whatever place, even maritime, seems best to this same master and assembly, and 
as often as it should please them. 
 
Section 43: He permitted the reformation of habit, cross, and statutes 
And to reform, to change completely or in part, or establish or renew  their regular habit and 
cross, even if it should appear or not appear according to its ancient habit and cross, in a better 
manner which seems best to them (short of the precedent of other militaries and religions), and to 
institute and reform, or to found as new, to issue, and as often as it pleases them, to correct and 
change the rule, establishment and statues of the aforementioned religion and military according 
to the (as long as it is allowable and honorable and not contrary to this council) as often as they 
wish. 
 
Section 44: Of establishing benefits qualified in whatever way according to the law of 
patronage of laity, even the ranks or monasteries not however consistorial. 
And to the same John and to the Grand Master at the time that they may in the preceptories, 
trusts, chapels, or churches of this hospital and military forever establish, institute, incorporate, 
apply and appropriate ecclesiastical benefits, however many and whatever sort and even 
qualified in whatever way, existing according to the law of patronage of the laity from 
foundation or donation, and requiring personal service in cathedrals and notable colleges (as long 
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as the care of souls does not hang over them); even  holding rural archpriesthoods or ranks or the 
name of a rank (nevertheless those existing outside the cathedrals and church colleges); even 
trusts or portions of trusts or other single things or monasteries (not however consistorial ones) 
or other regular ecclesiastical benefits, lacking care and assembly, however, with the consent of 
the patron added, without prejudice of obtaining these, and with them yielding or departing. 
 
Section 45:  Of preserving the law of patronage and of presenting people and of installing 
those presented and of conferring other named benefits. 
And to preserve and grant forever to the founders and endowers of these the law of patronage 
and of presenting to the aforementioned master and assembly or to their deputies persons suitable 
for the at-that-time-vacant preceptories, houses, chapels, or church and hospitals of this kind; and 
to install in and to confer the office, and to oversee those presented thus by patrons to this same 
master and assembly, according to the establishment of the aforementioned religion, with the 
consent of the local ordinaries or any other not at all required.  So however that due divine 
worship is exercised there in these same places through suitable persons, and if they are of an 
order, approved by an ordinary. 
 
Section 46: Hospitals, leprosaria, and other places designed for the care of lepers care are 
considered to belong to the hospital and military of St. Lazarus, even if they are of the law of 
patronage of laity. 
And that hospitals, leprosaria, and any other places, where there was at any time, is or will be 
hospitality of lepers or the infirm named for St. Lazarus, even if they are of the law of patronage 
of laity, are considered to belong to the military and hospital of St. Lazarus of this kind, 
subjected and incorporated according to right and property and to complete self-disposition, 
institution and confirmation of the current and existing at the time grand master and their 
assembly, according to the establishment of their military or religion (however with regard for 
the law of patronage), just as hospitals, chapels, oratories, benefits and places of the 
aforementioned religion and military relate and belong; as long as the due hospitality is observed 
in them, and divine worship is by no means diminished, and they were not otherwise ordained in 
the foundation or endowment of them. 
 
Section 47: The preservation of the jurisdiction of ordinaries and the exemption of this 
military with the military of St. John without any exception 
Nevertheless with same legitimate titles and prescriptions and safe jurisdiction of the ordinaries, 
not only that which belongs to them by common right but also what has been attributed to them 
by the decree of the aforementioned council of Trent.  In addition, however, in those cases in 
which the aforementioned council expressly, as has been mentioned, exempts and excepts the 
religion of St. John of Jerusalem, in these cases this religion of St. Lazarus is and should be 
consider to be equally excepted and exempted. 
 
Section 48: The power of retaining pensions of 500 ducats 
And in addition, to the soldiers and priests and chaplains of the hospital and military of St. 
Lazarus of this kind, now and existing into the future, and to individuals of them, both clerics 
and laity, both married and bigamists, to receive or retain, to see for life, to demand, to raise, and 
to turn to their own use and utility one or more annual pensions, up to the sum of 500 new ducats 
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of gold from the Chamber, beyond other pensions of any cathedral, and of metropolitan, and of 
other churches and tables, also of patriarchal, archiepiscopal, episcopal, as well as consistorial, 
prioral, canonical and proffered, rank, personal, administrative and official, and other 
ecclesiastical benefits, with care and without care, secular and of any regular order, of whatever 
qualifications, with fruits, rents, revenues, rights, legacies, gains and daily distributions reserved 
or to be reserved or in place of annual pensions, each and every similar fruit, rent, revenue, 
rights, legacies, any gains, daily distributions reserved or to be reserved, even if after the 
reservation of this or that, they lead a wife and become a bigamist. 
 
Section 49: And of transferring them 
And when first this military of St. Lazarus begins to serve in some expedition against infidels, all 
or in part, at the same time or successively, when it will seem best to them, even at the moment 
of death, in the band of any person established in a worthy church or of a canonical cathedral 
church and in the band of brother soldiers of the aforementioned military of St. Lazarus or of any 
person or persons, and of any obtaining and expecting whatever, however many, whatever sort of 
ecclesiastical blessing, favor, and without having any further consent of the possessors of 
benefits of this kind, and beyond these present documents without the presentation, 
demonstration, vision of prepared letters as well as notarized, or other solemnity in the Roman 
curia or outside it, in all and through all, as well as to the soldiers of St. Paul, called Pius, 
through the Apostolic Seat, it is allowed to these persons, also on this side of the obligation of 
the cross, to transfer and to reserve these pensions, and it is lawfully allowed without any 
expedition of apostolic letters, also to do freely other necessary things beyond this, with the same 
authority and tenor, concerning special grace we grant and allow, and we impart full and free 
license and power.  And we give to these soldiers beyond this also that they are able to retain 
these pensions together with the hospitals, preceptors and other benefits of the aforementioned 
military of St. Lazarus for as long as they live. 
 
Section 50: The assumption of the grand master and of the whole military under the 
protection of the Apostolic Seat. 
And in addition, the same hospital of St. Lazarus and its priory, preceptories, houses, chambers, 
hospitals, and whatever places; as well as the master, priors, preceptors, soldiers, persons, and 
their subjects, vassals, colonists, servants, existing now and at the time, and the priests exercising 
care of souls, as long as they should exercise it and are under the obedience of them, and their 
things, animals, farms, houses, mills, and whatever goods, which they obtain and possess, and in 
future will obtain and possess canonically, we receive under the protection of Blessed Peter and 
of the aforementioned seat and of ourselves.  
 
Section 51: Exemption from the jurisdiction of all lords both temporal and spiritual 
And from every jurisdiction, correction, burden, statues, penalties, dominion, superiority and 
power of whatever patriarch, archbishop, bishop, prelate, also of whatever temporal lords, with 
any power even imperial, regal, and ducal, of distinguished people, and universities and their 
regents, also, (except of the aforementioned hospital) of ordinaries, both spiritual and temporal, 
wherever, both this side and beyond the mountains and the seas, of those appointed, of those 
having any rank, status, grade, order and condition, and of those vicars and officials, of those 
holding a place, and of judges now and existing for any time. 
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Section 52: Exemption from tithes, etc. 
And from the payment and exaction of passage, arrears, taxes, tribute, tolls, collections, 
procurements, of pleasant coming, of rights, even of the synod, of censuses and tithes, even of 
tillage, gardens, meadows, fishing, mills, to any of which, they are in no way, either directly or 
indirectly, able to be prohibited from access, and of lands, which they cultivate through 
themselves or others of them by names, as well as colonists, lease-holders, and emphyteutic 
leasers, and from which they receive fruit, and of any other personal burden, real or mixed, 
ordinary or extraordinary, wherever and imposed for whatever reason or needing to be imposed 
for a time, we liberate and exempt and, and we subject immediately to us and  to the 
aforementioned seat.  We declare both them and their things, even if they are weighed down and 
burned by whatever statutes, letters, constitutions, and rules, even given for a time through us 
and the previously named seat, by name, specifically and expressly, always immune, free and 
exempt and received immediately as subjects to us and to our Roman Pontiff successors, and that 
they are immune, free, exempt and subjects.  And thus that the previously named archbishops, 
bishops, prelates, ordinaries, vicars, officials, place holders and judges, even by reason of an 
offense or contracts or a thing about which it is driven, wherever the offense is committed, the 
contracted is entered into, or the things itself exists, may exercise no jurisdiction, correction, or 
power on them or their things.  Or promulgate sentences of excommunication, or otherwise, 
censures; or even, by reason of persons or things, of their animals or goods, to any payment of 
bridges, fountains, furnaces, walls or even of any churches others than of the aforementioned 
religion, even if perhaps through abuse, or other privilege or neglect even through a long period 
of time, it has not been observed in such a way.  We wish to oppose all things, even 
prescriptions, at least in the future, because of which they are not able to use exemptions of this 
kind, and we decide to limit them; or anyone whoever, of whatever ecclesiastical or worldly rank 
or preeminence, status, or condition, also in places and lands subject even immediately to the 
holy roman church, and of any prince or community, under the losses and expenses beyond  
sentence carried of excommunication, or of fourfold, of restoring the penalties incurred through 
acting against it, that they ought not or should not be able to, in court or out, either directly or 
indirectly, with any color or genius acquired, to trouble, impede, vex, or in any way presume to 
hinder them in their aforementioned use and possession. 
 
Section 53:  The Brothers and other persons of the hospital and military are bound to respond 
concerning justice only before the grand master and assembly or those delegated by them. 
But priors, soldiers, and other persons of the hospital and military of St. Lazarus of this kind 
concerning justice ought to respond only before the grand master and assembly or their deputy.  
Considering that, whatever processes have been made at that time against them or any of them, 
not only through the ordinaries of the places either their vicars or any others, but also through the 
aforementioned masters and deputy and whatever sentences either of excommunication or 
suspension or any other kind have been promulgated are null and void and of no strength or 
value. 
 
Section 54: Exemption from tithes and tillage and so-called quarters whether by canonical 
portion or by charitable aid even granted by the king of Spain and quarters imposed in the 
kingdoms of France. 
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And anyone from the brothers, donates, servants, vassals, colonists in priories, protections, 
houses, hospitals, leprosarias, members or any other benefits, garrisons or granges, depending in 
any way on the aforementioned hospital, in whatever places, constituted under the limits and 
jurisdiction of whatever patriarchs, archbishops, bishops, universities, hospitals, church rectors, 
should not in any way be held to pay to any one in any way tithes or canonical portion or 
charitable support or so-called fourths or any other collections or contributions, not only from 
their ancient farms but also from recently cultivated tillage.  From all such exaction and even 
from new support granted through whatever Roman Pontiff predecessor to our beloved son King 
Philipp of Spain in his own kingdom, and from canonical portion, from so-called quarters, 
imposed in the kingdoms of France, as well as from whatever other powers granted kings of this 
kind and other princes or being granted in the future, all places of the aforementioned hospital, as 
has been described, also the buildings of the churches depending in any way on the 
aforementioned hospital, we wish and declare them to be both free and exempt. 
  
Section 55: Power of extracting grain and whatever other fruits and money from the places of 
the aforementioned military and hospital to whatever places of the faithful without tax 
And in addition, that the aforementioned master and assembly, priors, preceptors and whoever 
other of the brothers of the aforementioned hospital, through whatever dominions of places and 
lands, not only spiritual but also temporal, even if they are distinguished with kingly rank, even 
in the lands of the holy Roman church, are in no way ever to be impeded from extraction of 
grain, barley, wine, oil, vegetables and other fruits and even money, coming from the priories, 
charges, members, houses, granges, and other places of the aforementioned hospital, and equally 
they are able to carry the aforementioned things by the will of the possessors into whatever place 
of the faithful free and exempt from any tolls, taxes, or tributes. 
 
Section 56: Exemption also for patrimonial goods after the profession has been made 
And goods, even patrimonial, of the master, priors, preceptors and brothers, and other persons of 
this kind, not only having been acquired but also acquired in the future, or belonging to them in 
any way, even from apostolic or magisterial concession, from the day of the profession being 
made through these priors and preceptors, brother and persons, as has been described, they are 
immune and exempt from all tithes and other burdens. 
 
Section 57: Jurisdiction of the grand master and the assembly or their delegates among 
persons of the aforementioned Religion and Military  
And that whatever complaints, questions, quarrels, and controversies, which from now on among 
the brother and subjects of the hospital and military of St. Lazarus, now present and future, from 
whatever occasions they happen to arise or be moved, in whatever way, along with all other 
incidents, emergencies, bindings, annexes, and with the obstacle removed of any appeal of all of 
them (except in the most severe cases of defect or refusal of justice or of something incurred 
wrongly against the establishment and customs of the aforementioned hospital) should be heard 
through the current master and assembly of the aforementioned hospital, or those from the 
brothers, to whom the master and assembly themselves should entrust it, even up to the third 
definitive sentence, inclusively. 
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Section 58: Those summoned before the master and assembly or their delegates are bound to 
appear. 
And, accord to the praiseworthy customs and establishments of this hospital and other things, in 
so far as it is of the law, they should be decided by a due end.  And all priors and preceptors, 
soldiers and brothers of the aforementioned hospital, and each individually, after, concerning the 
mandate or authority of the master of assembly of the aforementioned, in whatever cases of the 
aforementioned directed against them they are summoned to appear before this master and 
assembly, and commissioners appointed by them, as has been described, in whatever places 
removed from that hospital, in so far as it should concern right and justice, legitimately they 
ought and are bound to obey, according to the establishments, approvals, uses, and praiseworthy 
customs of the aforementioned hospital. 
 
Section 59: Soldiers and other persons of the religion are forbidden to litigate or appear for 
justice before others  rather than before the judges of the religion 
And that those from the aforementioned priors, preceptors, brother and subjects, who drag a case 
against anyone of them, over any quarrel, things, or sales (except in the aforementioned cases), 
before anyone other than the aforementioned master and assembly and the commissioners given 
through them at the time, and mediate some appeal to someone other than those people, should 
lose cases of this kind completely and they should incur the sentence of excommunication, and 
by that very fact, they should be deprived of the thing over which they contend. 
 
Section 60: The power and jurisdiction of the grand master and assembly over persons and 
things according to their establishment. 
And to the current and existing master and assembly of the hospital of this kind, according to its 
establishment and praiseworthy customs and habits, in priories and preceptories, houses, 
hospitals, members, goods, and whatever places, and also whatever priors, preceptors, brothers 
and persons of the hospital and religion of this kind, and their vassals, subjects and servants, 
where ever, not only on this side but also beyond the mountains, established and abiding now 
and at the time, all who are bound to be subject and to obey the master and to those subdelegated 
by him firmly, not only personally, but also reality, with every exception ceasing, with whatever 
indulges having been obtained or will be obtained from us or the aforementioned seat 
notwithstanding,  full and complete jurisdiction and superiority of pure and mixed power. 
 
Section 61: The power of the grand master of proceeding against the disobedient and 
rebellious both through public edict and by privation of any benefits obtained through them in 
anyway. 
And to the master himself the power of proceeding against the rebellious and those not obeying 
his mandates, both by the vigor of apostolic letters and in the form of a brief, emanating from us 
or from our successors at the time, with the four terms having been observed for teaching that 
they obeyed and satisfied in the place of an assembly of the hospital of this kind, after a first 
summons was executed legitimately, to a fine or punishment personally, according to the 
aforementioned habits and establishments, or also the privation of habit and benefits, of houses 
and estates obtained through them; or even, if it should seem more expedient, of returning the 
benefits, houses and the estates themselves to their own hands or the hands of the receptors of the 
aforementioned hospital, and of retaining according to his own judgment until those disobedient 
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ones have purged the stubbornness or paid the due debt, whether seculars or regulars of another 
order possessing the benefits of the aforementioned hospital, and of renting and receiving the 
fruits, rents, and yields of them. 
 
Section 62: The calling of any cases and the commission of terminating to the master and 
assembly 
Also the aforementioned cases, and all litigations and complains and each individual, whether in 
the Roman curia, not only in our auditorium but also through our commissions, or outside it, 
over any of the aforementioned hospital’s benefits and goods and money of the treasury and of 
any brother or over the offenses of them, even if some cleric secular or regular or lay person is 
on the other side, and actively or passively, having been moved up to now, according to the form 
of the aforementioned establishments and privileges, in the aforementioned causes in any way, 
and in whatever instance they are made, in which nevertheless there is not yet a conclusion, and 
those moved in the future according to any pretext, hanging on any instances, the status and 
merit of which we wish to be considered as expressed in these present documents, we summon to 
us, and we entrust these things reassumed and decided in the due state to the same master and 
assembly, through them or those assigned by them, according to the form of the aforementioned 
establishments and praiseworthy customs; and we grant them, whom it will concern, the power 
of summoning, and, as often as is necessary, of forbidding, even under ecclesiastical censure and 
punishment, not only in the aforementioned curia but also outside it. 
 
Section 63: The power of executing sentences and decided matters 
And we mandate their sentences and decided matters to be executed through the prior of the 
church of the aforementioned assembly even under ecclesiastical censure and penalty, against the 
condemned, even in the aforementioned Curia, not only really but also personally, so that they 
are not able to be known or terminated in any place other than in the aforementioned hospital, or 
outside it beyond the commission of master and assembly, according to the establishment and 
use of this kind,  
 
Section 64: Appeals of sentences of delegates should be directed to the grand master and 
assembly and of these to the chapter general according to the form of the establishment. 
It shall not be possible to appeal sentences carried through judges of the aforementioned hospital 
at the time, to someone other than the aforementioned master and assembly or judges assigned 
by them, in any instance; nor sentences carried through the master and council themselves, to 
anyone other than to the chapter general himself, whether through the brothers of this hospital or 
through their subjects and vassals in any way: in fact, they shall be bound to proceed in the same 
assembly up to the third sentence. 
 
Section 65:  Expeditions and executorials of the grand master and assembly , which are able 
to be impeded by no one, should be executed without the permission of any. 
And similarly that all sentences carried through this master and assembly, also all commissions, 
summons, gatherings, and finally all rescripts of them to all subjects in their jurisdiction and the 
rest to whom it is a concern that their cases, litigations or complaints are handled before them, be 
executed directly, and are able to be impeded in the execution of them by no lords of places and 
lands, even by any distinguished with ducal or kingly rank, for any reason of expecting consent, 
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or by any other acquired color, nevertheless observing the given order in executing them.  So that 
they not be able to consider the last of them before the first. 
 
Section 66: The power of proceeding against clerics or others detaining the places and goods 
of the aforementioned religion, or nor paying what is owed into the common treasury as 
against persons of the aforementioned order. 
And we grant and allow that against clerics secular or lay occupying priories, preceptories, 
houses and other benefits of the hospital of this kind, or them owing anything either to it or to its 
communal treasure or to brothers, on the occasion of return  of annuals, vacancies, mortuaries,  
yearlies, tolls, arrearages, whether they do or they are compelled, and in any instance come to a 
case, the aforementioned master and assembly, in matter and form, by which it is customary to 
proceed against brothers of this hospital, are able to proceed freely, and deprive them of priories, 
preceptories, houses and other benefits of this kind, all according to the form of the 
aforementioned privileges. 
 
Section 67: Any persons appointed into ecclesiastical rank should be able to be chosen as 
conservator with appropriate and necessary powers. 
And we assign persons appointed in an ecclesiastical rank in any place and any ordinaries of 
places, and their vicars and officials, as well as canons of metropolitan and other cathedrals, and 
prelates and rectors of other churches, through their priors, preceptors and brothers and 
individuals of them chosen at the time as their conservators, who, as long as they exercise the 
aforementioned office, are able to be impeded or troubled  by no one, for whom they exercise it, 
under any pretext.  And thus that those elected, under penalty of a sentence carried of 
excommunication, should and are bound to defend and preserve those same priors, preceptors, 
and brothers and individuals of them against those bringing  on them or their servants and friends 
injuries, or detriments, or losses of persons, things, and goods, or exacting from them revenues, 
taxes, tolls, rents, collections or other burdens; and to exercise every jurisdiction of them, and to 
promulgate with effect ecclesiastical sentences, censures, and punishments against the rebellious 
and disobedient; and to use all powers granted through any apostolic letters in any way to the 
conservators of the aforementioned hospital and of its persons; and to cause the privileges 
granted for a time by the aforementioned priors, preceptors and brothers, to be observed by them. 
 
Section 68: And the rights of mortuary and vacancy ought to be paid under penalty, etc. 
And we mandate that that any persons, being of any ecclesiastical rank, obtaining the benefits of 
the hospital of this kind for a time, are bound and held to pay completely the rights of mortuary 
and vacancy, and of arrearages, tolls, and any other things, and they are able to be compelled, 
under ecclesiastical sentences, censures, and punishment, otherwise according to their privileges 
by remedies of privation and apprehension of goods to their own hands. 
 
Section 69: The power of receiving orders from any priest, even outside the times, and of 
celebrating in any church 
And the aforementioned exemption and liberty, so that the master, priors, preceptors, and 
brothers of the aforementioned hospital, chaplains are able to receive sacred orders from any 
catholic priest appointed under obedience of the Roman Seat, even outside the times established 
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by law, on three festive days, and to celebrate in any churches not only secular but also regular, 
without the permission of any.  
 
Section 70: The master, assembly, priors, and preceptors are the true ordinaries within the 
limits of their jurisdiction. 
And the master and assembly, and prior of the church, and other priors and preceptors within the 
limits of their jurisdiction and administration are and should be considered to be the true 
ordinaries according to the form of the aforementioned establishments and privileges. 
 
Section 71: The master and assembly are able to incarcerate any offenders anywhere and to 
transmit them to a place of assembly or of elsewhere. 
And the master and assembly and each and every prior and the commendators of their priories 
and the brothers of commendation, are freely and lawfully able to seize and incarcerate either 
religious offenders or disobedient, being of any rank, status, grade, order or preeminence, even if 
they are under any exemption even apostolic, in any place, with however much privilege, and 
any curia even of the emperor, king, or other prince, or even ecclesiastical, through themselves 
or their officials and ministers; and to free the captives by themselves or by the their name, and 
to transmit and cause to be transmitted under due guards to the aforementioned hospital through 
the aforementioned master and assembly, according to their constitutions and establishments, in 
order to be punished. 
 
Section 72: Any officials should be bound to perform assistance in seizing and transmitting 
offenders. 
And that the officials not only ecclesiastical but also secular and the powerful people of places 
are bound and considered obligated to offer assistance, help, counsel, favor and aid to this master 
and assembly, priors, commendators, and others in what has been said under excommunication 
and other censures and ecclesiastical punishments. 
 
Section 73: Annulment of reservations, unions and other graces, preventions, and anything 
granted over the places of the aforementioned religion, and the power of overseeing them 
through the grand master. 
And all and each individually, special and general, even mental, reservations, expectations, 
mandates of oversight, administrations, concessions, unions, even perpetual, and other 
prevenient graces and apostolic letters granted and conceded to priories, preceptories, rectories, 
houses, places, and members and other ecclesiastical benefits of the aforementioned hospital, 
however it is called, even in the kingdoms of England, Castille, Legio, and Valentia and in the 
principate of Catalonia and the county of Flanders, in any way and in any manner, even with any 
strong and strange clauses, even derogations of derogations, invalidations, and other decrees and 
inhibitions, any persons, even not of the aforementioned hospital, of any rank, status, grade, 
order, condition, or preeminence, even distinguished with and performing the office of cardinal, 
even out of any most just and urgent causes, even through us and the aforementioned seat, not 
only in general but also in specific, and also any proveniences and restitution and preservation 
clauses contained in them and containing them, we recall, cease and annul the force and effect of 
them, and we decree that they are and would be of no force and importance, ought not be able to 
supported by anyone, neither through them to anyone in priories, preceptories, ranks, houses, 
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places, members, and other benefits of this hospital, or by them  have rights been able to be 
acquired or are they able, nor to give the colored title of possession, but, with these things 
notwithstanding, the master and aforementioned assembly, jointly or divided, according to the 
customs and establishments of this hospital, are able freely to regulate priories, preceptories, 
houses, places, members, and other benefits of this hospital, and ought to be judged thus, and 
anything otherwise attempted beyond these things are invalid and void. 
 
Section 74:  Other annulments similarly of any expectations, reservations, seniorities, 
concessions  even from onerous causes without the consent of master and assembly 
And all expectations (and each individually), reservations, seniorities, mandates of oversight, 
concessions, administrations without consent, and all other graces and letters hitherto granted 
and conceded to the priories, preceptories, and any other benefits of the aforementioned hospital, 
of any sort and in any manner (without the consent of the aforementioned master and assembly) 
by any persons, of any rank, status, grade, order, or condition, even distinguished by the office of 
cardinal, from any causes, even burdensome ones, even any clauses containing in them 
preservations from revocations of this kind, with similar knowledge and fullness of power, 
through these documents we decree and ordain them as revoked, ended, and annulled by the 
perpetual edict of this valid constitution. 
 
 
Section 75: Cessation and Revocation of any gatherings, provisions, unions, annexations, 
incorporations and other concession and dispositions made hitherto, even if they have been  
truly allotted, and those to be made in the future. 
And all gatherings(and each individually), provisions, unions, annexations, and incorporations 
and any other concessions and dispositions concerning preceptories, chambers so-called 
magisterial at the time, or the fruits of them, returns and results, from any person of any status, 
order, or condition, with any consideration and under the form of any words and with any clauses 
detracted, and with similar intent and knowledge, and with the express detraction of the rights of 
the master of the aforementioned hospital and of any annual returns made to him, hitherto made 
by apostolic authority, we decree that they have been and are null and void and of no strength or 
effect.  And in so far as they were said by men to exist, we revoke, end, invalidate, and wish to 
be considered ineffective both these and those which happen to be made in the future even with 
the express detraction of our letters of this kind. 
 
Section 76: Warning against occupying and not restoring the places and goods of this religion 
within two months 
Warning and requiring all detainers or possessors (and each one individually) of these 
magisterial chambers or places, who are now or will be at the time, by pretext of any concession, 
provision or disposition, which up to now have come from anyone other than the master of the 
aforementioned hospital existing at the time and in the future will come, even from the 
aforementioned seat,  that, within the term of two months, they hand over and assign empty, free, 
and speedy possession of this kind of those detaining or possessing at the time chambers and 
places through them to the master of the aforementioned hospital or to his legitimate procurator. 
Otherwise from now, as from that time, on all (and each individually) who will not have 
provided or who persuade others not the provide, or offer others help, counsel, or favor, we 
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promulgate the sentence of excommunication, and we declare those to have fallen into that, by 
which, unless constituted in the danger of death, they are not able to obtain the benefit of 
absolution from anyone other than from the Roman Pontiff existing at the time.  And in addition 
to the sentence of excommunication of this kind, if they have been brothers of the 
aforementioned hospital, and they endure the sentence of excommunication of this kind for a 
month in a hard heart, with him having been deprived of the priories, preceptories, and offices of 
the aforementioned hospital then obtained through them, they are incapable of obtaining these or 
others in the future. 
 
Section 77: The grand master and assembly are able to dispose of goods vacant through 
privation 
And the master and aforementioned assembly are able to disposed freely of those things thus 
vacant through privation of this kind. 
 
Section 78: The power of the great master by his own authority of seizing possession of goods 
occupied by another 
Let it also be allowed to the master existing at the time of the hospital of this kind, with the 
aforementioned term having been traversed, through himself or his procurators to seize 
possession of chambers and these places freely by his own authority, and to receive their fruits, 
returns, and results, and to convert and retain it for the use and utility of himself and his 
magisterial table, with the permission of anyone in no way required upon him. 
 
Section 79:  The places of this religions should not be seized under apostolic reservations but 
should be hand-held (manualia) 
Moreover, we similarly forever establish and ordain that from now for the future, in all future 
times, any priories, preceptories, and members of the aforementioned hospital, which have been 
vacant for a time in any way, not only in the Roman Curia but also outside it, under any general 
or special apostolic reservation made, and what happens to be made concerning ecclesiastical 
benefits even vacated for a time in the aforementioned seat, as ordained for hospital and 
protection of faith, by no means should they be included, of reserved or affected, but in respect to 
that, they should receive the nature of hospitals of the poor, which are not included under these 
reservations. 
 
Section 80: The places of this religion should be conferred only through the grand master and 
assembly and no other persons of the aforementioned religion. 
And these things should be looked after only by the aforementioned master and assembly 
existing at the time and no one else from the brothers of the aforementioned hospital, according 
to the aforementioned establishments; and concerning these things,  the reservations, provisions, 
gatherings, settings forth, unions, and any other similar or dissimilar disposition which happen to 
be made through us and our successor Roman Pontiffs existing at the time, and the 
aforementioned seat, or by his authority or any others. 
 
Section 81: Exemptions conceded to priors and soldiers should not be supported against debts 
through them to the common treasury of the aforementioned hospital and against obedience to 
the grand master and assembly. 
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And exemptions of priors, preceptors, and brothers from obedience and support to the 
aforementioned master and assembly, or from annual returns owed through them to the 
aforementioned treasure and other rights, for whatever reason or cause, even with similar intent, 
knowledge, and fullness of power, even with express detraction of any previous letters, which 
perhaps happen to have been made through on the contrary, are entirely of no strength or effect 
and should be considered as entirely without effect.  
 
Section 82: It should not be considered to have been detracted by these present letters except 
by ways and forms expressed here. 
Nor should it ever be considered to have been detracted by statute of this kind through any 
clauses, even stronger and more efficacious detractions of detractions, except when and as often 
as it should happen to be detracted word for word of those previous letters, truly and not through 
clauses implying it, with tenor inserted, according to the council of the those cardinals of the 
Holy Roman Church, and not even then unless the expressed assent of the aforementioned 
master and assembly should assent to it, and not otherwise nor in any other way. 
 
 
Section 83: The clauses concerning the consent of the master and assembly should always be 
understood. 
And always in detractions of this kind, which thus happen according to the aforementioned 
counsel, it should be understood with an added clause that they should obtain the effect 
according to the consent of the aforementioned master and assembly, and not otherwise nor in 
any other way. 
 
Section 84: Prohibition of disposition of places of the aforementioned religion without the 
consent of the grand master and assembly 
Decreeing conferences, provisions, incomes, unions, reservations and any other dispositions, 
which happened to be made through any anyone other than the aforementioned master and 
assembly concerning these priories, preceptories and members, even by this seat at the time, 
through granting or withdrawal, or any other discharge of vacancies, even if they should happen 
through us and the Roman Pontiff existing at the time, even to them, to whom thus it should 
happen, these grant no right and no colored title of possession.  And, in all respects, those, even 
concerning the non-troublesome three year possessors established by us, should be regarded and 
considered as ordinary detainers without title. 
 
Section 85: Rescission of contracts and other alienations, donations, occupations made in 
injury of the religion 
And any donations, concessions, locations, investitures and other alienations of censuses, returns, 
rights, jurisdictions and any places pertaining to the priories, preceptories, houses, hospitals, 
benefits, and places of this hospital, in their violation, loss, or detriment, and through persons of 
the aforementioned religion, even with renunciations, pacts, oaths and punishments attached and 
added from above, and instrument and letters made from above, and conformations perhaps 
following, even with the permission of the aforementioned seat, however, without the consent 
and express permission of the aforementioned master and assembly, with any prescription or 
long, peaceful possession and detention not obstructing. 
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Section 86: Nullification and extinction of accesses, regresses, and other things granted, 
except for an onerous reason and by the consent of the great master 
And any access, ingress, regress, and assistantships conceded to the priories, preceptories, 
houses, hospitals, and other benefits of this hospital (except from an onerous reason and by the 
consent of the aforementioned master and assembly) even granted through us and our 
aforementioned predecessors, we similarly nullify, revoke, annul, and invalidate, and we decree 
that is shall be of not force or effect and should be should be considered as without effect. 
 
Section 87: Any places and goods and right seized and usurped are returned to the right and 
property of the aforementioned hospital and of its members through censures and 
ecclesiastical punishments 
And assessments, returns, rights, jurisdictions, and transferred goods of this kind seized, usurped 
and detained through anyone even seculars, we return to the right and property of the 
aforementioned hospital and its aforementioned priories, preceptories, houses, hospitals, and 
goods.  And we have restored, replaced, and fully reintegrated these things completely in 
opposition to the aforementioned concessions, donations, and any other transfers, and 
investitures, by any pretext of it, done and conceded with any authority, to their full and pristine 
state in which was previously, and the detainers of them, being of any rank, status, grade, order, 
or condition, we wish to be able to be compelled and forced to return them through ecclesiastical 
censure and other remedies of law. 
 
Section 88: The prohibition of transfers being made in the future. 
And similarly for the future we prohibit transfers from being made under penalties of a sentence 
carried of excommunication and of privation of benefits obtained through them, incurred by 
acting against these letters, without any declaration; and, if they should happen, we decree that 
they completely lack strength. 
 
Section 89: Concession and incorporation of any hospitals and places constructed and built 
under the invocation of St. Lazarus  
And that hospitals, leprosarias, chapels, oratories, benefits, and other pious places of this kind, 
even in Rome and any other lands, dominions, and places, founded, constructed, built, and 
erected under the invocation of the aforementioned St. Lazarus, and which in posterity, in all 
future times happen to be founded, constructed, built and erected, with their applications, unions, 
annexations, and incorporations made and needing to be made, should look to and pertain to the 
master and assembly and religion of this kind, and be subject to them and exist as subject, and 
depend on the aforementioned hospital. 
 
Section 90: The inability of all except the soldiers of the aforementioned religion as regards 
obtaining hospitals and benefits constructed under the invocation of St. Lazarus.   
And these things should be ruled and governed through the brothers and religious of this religion, 
not however through any ecclesiastical and secular persons even of towns, places, villas, 
communities, except according to the express consent of the aforementioned great master and 
assembly. 
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Section 91: The power of imposing annual subsidies 
And as a sign of recognition and superiority of this kind, they ought to answer and be held by 
any reasonable annual canon or census, through this same master and assembly and definitors of 
general counsel for imposing and dissolving these each year.  And in the event of rebellion or 
non-subjection or payment, let individuals of the communities and other persons of this kind be 
bound by a sentence of greater excommunication through us and our aforementioned successors, 
and let their churches be and be considered to be under interdict, nor let them be able to be 
absolved from the greater excommunication of this kind through us or our aforementioned 
successors, not let the interdict itself be relaxed, unless the assent of the aforementioned master 
and assembly is received for it expressed in their letters patent. 
 
Section 92: And of demolishing any places under the invocation of St. Lazarus by which 
obedience will be refused 
And let it be allowed to John and the master and assembly existing at the time, and to the 
preceptors and priors of this kind  to equal with the earth and to demolish, and destroy images 
from the walls, benefits, oratories, hospitals and other places founded and established under the 
name of St. Lazarus at the time, even in the aforementioned city and curia, who happen to refuse 
to obey John and the master and assembly and the preceptors existing at the time, or to be 
subject, or to pay annual returns, or to cause through these same communities and other persons 
both ecclesiastical and secular these things to be equal to the ground and demolished and images 
of this kind to be deleted, under penalty of carried sentence of excommunication, interdict, and 
other censures and punishments, even with the invocation of help of the secular arm. 
 
Section 93: Other concessions of places and benefits entitled under the invocation of St. 
Lazarus, even if they have not been possessed through the aforementioned master and 
brothers, and notwithstanding contrary custom and submission 
And that all other hospitals (and each individually), preceptories, leprosarias, members and pious 
places of the aforementioned order, entitled under the name of St. Lazarus, even if they were not 
possessed through the aforementioned master, assembly and brothers, nevertheless, we equally 
decree and declare, that they depend on this hospital of St. Lazarus, and no other monastery, 
preceptor, or other pious place except  the aforementioned hospital, even if long custom or other 
submission opposed, and with full rights that they are subject to them, by the authority and tenor 
of what has been said.  
 
Section 94:  Other inabilities in obtaining the places of the aforementioned religions, except 
from brothers professing this order 
Setting up and decreeing that hospitals, preceptories, leprosarias, members, and places of this 
order, able to be conferred in title or commission to no one, of any rank, status, grade, or 
condition, except to brothers of this hospital and professing this order expressly, with them 
however, by the will alone of the aforementioned current master and assembly, even for a time 
called back to cloister as often as it should be necessary.  
 
Section 95: Secular priests obtaining benefits of the aforementioned order should not be able 
to yield them except by consent, etc. 



Inter Assiduas Dominici  p.25 

 

In fact, secular priests obtaining these at present in trust or otherwise in any way, are not able to 
yield the trust of this kind or otherwise let them go, except by consent of them to whom the 
presentation or conference looks, and in the favor of the aforementioned hospital or persons, who 
receive the accustomed habit conferred through chaplain brothers of this hospital, and the 
accustomed profession sent through them; nor henceforth are they able to possess these thing, 
unless they receive the habit of this religion within six months from the day of notification and 
go into a regular profession within another six months. 
 
Section 96: Concessions and provisions concerning benefits without the clause “and with the 
consent of the grand master” are of no strength. 
And if it should otherwise happen, or if it should occur that concessions or resignation of this 
kind and benefits of the aforementioned order, even in our hands, are made in the future, 
concessions of this kind, resignations, and provisions are of no strength or effect, unless it should 
say in them expressly “and with the consent of the grand master” and it should be prepared 
according to the form of the privileges of the aforementioned religion. 
 
Section 97: Revocation of the right  of patronage unless from foundation  or donation. 
And, in addition, we established and ordain that the right of patronage and of presenting suitable 
persons to priories, preceptories, hospitals, members, other benefits, and places of this hospital, 
unless for reason of foundation or donation at least to the third part of their fruits, for which 
cause it should be allowed to the aforementioned master and assembly, if their aforementioned 
benefits and places of this hospital should wish to be free from the aforementioned law of 
patronage, or to restore goods by donations, or to pay their price, and from now on to confer 
priories, preceptories, hospitals, members, and benefits, of this kind. 
 
Section 98: Prohibition of reserving pensions beyond the benefits of the aforementioned 
hospital unless in the favor of the brothers. 
And that no annual pension may be reserved beyond the fruits of any preceptory, trust, or other 
benefit of this military, even from resignation into the hands of the Roman Pontiffs or for any 
other probable cause, except in the person of the aforementioned religion and military; and trusts 
and other benefits of the aforementioned religion should not be able to be burdened by pensions 
of this kind other that as has been stated.  And if pensions happen to be assigned otherwise 
beyond this, these assignments are of no strength or effect, nor should titles of benefits of this 
kind be held as payment of them, and they should not be able to be compelled to it by 
ecclesiastical censure or other punishments. 
 
Section 99: Obtaining benefits and pensions should fall into the hands of the grand master 
within six months or they should receive the habit and make profession 
And that all of these priories (and each individually), preceptories, houses, and benefits, in the 
form of the aforementioned conferences, possessors, seculars or regulars of another order, or 
receiving pensions beyond their fruits, returns, and yield of this kind hitherto, even reserved 
through this seat, should be bound to release, transfer, or to consent to the annulment of them, 
within six months from the day of notification of these present letters, into the hand of the 
aforementioned master and assembly, according to the form of the establishments of the 
aforementioned religion, otherwise let benefits and pensions of this kind, unless those possessing 
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them and receiving them receive the habit within the aforementioned time and make regular 
profession of this religion, when these months have lapsed, be void and ceased and extinct and 
let them be considered to be so by that very fact. 
 
Section 100: Chaplain brothers should be able to be assigned to parish and other churches of 
the aforementioned order, even if they have been assigned or accustomed to be conferred  for 
a very long time to secular priests. 
And to the master and all priors, preceptors, solders, and brothers of this hospital, that, at the 
pleasure of their will, the right to confer parishes and also churches without care or their 
vicarages or perpetual chaplaincies or chapels or alters or other simple benefits, to their 
conference, provision, presentation, election or any other disposition, for the reason of priories, 
preceptories, also so-called magisterial chambers, houses, and other benefits of the 
aforementioned hospital obtained through them for the time, according to law, stature, custom, 
foundation or privilege, or concerning and pertaining to any other thing, and dependences by 
those priories, preceptories, houses, hospitals, and other benefits or annexed by them, and which 
perhaps long since were conferred to the brother chaplains, at least, of this hospital, and by this 
same master, priors, and preceptors and others aforementioned, for a long time however and 
perhaps on this side of a very long time, about the beginning of which,  memory of men perhaps 
does not exist, through this master, priors, preceptors, soldiers, and brothers, through abuse or 
from lack of chaplain brothers or other persons of this same hospital suitable for it, things 
assigned to clerics or secular priests, even the things accustomed to be obtained through these 
priests or secular clerics, that these also be conferred on brothers of this hospital. 
 
Section 101: Brother chaplains do not differ from secular priests except through bearing a 
cross on the breast 
Especially to so-called chaplains, who do not differ from secular priests or clerics, except in 
respect to bearing a cross or habit of the aforementioned hospital on the breast, if they should be 
found otherwise suitable and able for it, it is allowed them to devote themselves to it, and 
otherwise oversee and dispose of these things.  And the brothers themselves, upon whom 
benefits of this kind should happen to be conferred, if at some times they devote themselves 
canonically or are chosen, are presented or at other times are received into it, and are instituted in 
them, they are able to receive these things and retain them in title even as long as they live. 
 
Section 102: Soldier priests should be able to retain one curate ecclesiastical benefit 
independent from the aforementioned order, even if it is parochial. 
And with the authority and tenor previously spoken, according to the special gift of grace, we 
allow and distribute equally that not only the master but also every priest, soldiers of this religion 
and military, should be able to receive and to retain freely and lawfully one curate ecclesiastical 
benefit independent from the aforementioned  military and religion, or united and incorporated 
by them, even if it should be a parish church or its perpetual vicarage, if they are sufficient and 
suitable for it and the benefit of this kind is conferred upon them canonically. 
 
Section 103: A thing already judged concerning the previously mentioned jurisdiction and 
civil possession should not be decided beforehand unless a master general has been called 
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And through anything having been judged by the aforementioned master and assembly, unless 
they have been called especially for the case, concerning the previously mentioned jurisdiction 
and their own city possession, it should not be prejudged or considered to be prejudged, they are 
always able (with no already judged matter of this kind standing in the way) to act concerning 
possession of this kind and even concerning spoils. 
 
Section 104: Soldiers and other persons of the hospital, in their cases and those of the 
religion, should be able to be received as witnesses, with other proofs lacking. 
And those master, priors, preceptors, soldiers, brother and persons, vassals, subjects and servants 
in cases of this hospital and religions in every court and against anyone, where other proofs do 
not exist, can be used as witnesses. 
 
Section 105: Churches of the aforementioned order should only be served by their chaplains, 
who having been presented are admitted by ordinaries without other examination 
And that priests who have not made profession in the aforementioned religion, except through 
express license and consent of the master or priors, preceptors, or brothers, whom it should it 
concern, should by no means be admitted for serving in parishes and other churches or chapels of 
this religion, but in any parishes and other churches and chapels of this hospital, chaplains of this 
religion ought to be received and admitted through ordinaries of the places, under the same 
penalty of a carried sentence of excommunication, if they should act contrary, with this effect 
incurred, regarding the requisition or presentation of the aforementioned priors, preceptors and 
brothers, without any exaction or burden imposed. 
 
Section 106:Only those who have received the habit should enjoy privileges 
And that only they should enjoy privileges who have received the habit from the aforementioned 
master or by his permission and have made a profession, or have been pressed concerning 
receiving the habit and making a profession of this kind within a certain time. 
 
Section 107: Vagabonds should not enjoy privileges 
And no one of the aforementioned priors, preceptors, and brothers, without mandate or 
permission of the aforementioned master, or at least of his own prior or procurator of this 
hospital existing in the aforementioned Curia, should be allowed to use privileges in the same 
Curia, nor should these things support vagabonds without permission of this kind. 
 
Section 108: Violent hands should not be places on those fleeing to churches of the 
aforementioned order. 
And we prohibit violent hands being places by anyone on those who have fled to churches or 
houses of this religion for safety under penalty of a carried sentence of excommunication. 
 
Section 109: The rights of burials and arrearages and vacancies ought to be paid and exacted 
with no exception obstructing 
And the rights of burials and vacancies, and arrearages, passages and any other things, thus so 
that any persons being of any ecclesiastical rank, obtaining benefits of this hospital for a time, 
should be held and bound to pay these completely, and to this, even under sentences, censures 
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and ecclesiastical punishments, and otherwise, according to their privileges, they are able to be 
compelled by remedies of privation and apprehension of benefits into their own hands. 
 
Section 110: The power of delegating a vicar along with the power of conferring benefits, 
conceding seniorities and compelling responses 
And to John and the aforementioned master and assembly existing at the time, that he is able to 
delegate in all priories of this hospital one vicar, with the power of conferring preceptories and 
other houses of this hospital, to give and grant seniorities, not only special but also general, and 
to impose pensions or responses and burdens over the houses, preceptories, leprosarias, and other 
benefits of this kind accustomed to be exacted from anyone, even secular clerics, obtaining these 
in trust and their colonists and tenants, even laymen, in the same way they are exacted from the 
brothers of the aforementioned hospital. 
 
Section 111: And of dispensing over age and birth defect.  The letters of the master and 
assembly should be believed as here 
And they are able to dispense with those incapable by reason of age or birth defect, as to priories, 
preceptories, and other benefits of the aforementioned hospital alone. And we concede the power 
that full faith should be given to the words in the letters of this master and assembly about 
making a profession, receiving the habit, presentation of debts and obediences. 
 
Section 112: Letters of seniority and provision of the master and assembly should be 
considered by that very fact confirmed 
And that any letters of seniority or provision hitherto granted by the aforementioned master 
existing at the time and assembly, and to be granted in the future, should by that very fact be 
considered confirmed and approved by apostolic authority. 
 
Section 113: Transference is not given to the apostolic seat 
And that oversight of any benefits of the aforementioned hospital, which have been vacated only 
through cessation of payment to the aforementioned hospital or disobedience, should not be 
considered to be transferred to us or the aforementioned seat, to the extent that the 
aforementioned master existing at the time is impeded so that he might be less able to confer 
these things freely whenever. 
 
Section 114: The power of delegating a procurator general in the Roman Curia along with the 
power of conferring benefits. 
And the power of establishing and delegating in the Roman Curia a procurator general, with 
general or special or limited power and ability; and of conferring freely in the same Curia, 
through himself or the aforementioned procurator having the power for it from the 
aforementioned master and assembly, any benefits of this hospital, being of any quality, with the 
aforementioned seat in anyway, except through resignation in our hands and the hands of our 
successor Roman Pontiffs, vacant for a time, according to the establishments of this hospital and 
military.  
 
Section 115: The power of conferring benefits even ones reserved, affected, or transferred, 
even in title of perpetual benefit, or at will or irremovably; 
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And the power of free oversight not only to the aforementioned master but also the assembly, 
even concerning those things about which there has been a disposition hitherto,  newly or with 
other benefits of this kind, also as private estates, in title of perpetual ecclesiastical benefit or 
even at will or irremovably, assigned to one or diverse people, even reserved by the 
aforementioned seat, or otherwise affected, or transferred to the seat itself. 
 
Section 116: And of uniting, and dismembering and conceding seniorities; 
And the power of uniting, dismembering and otherwise disposing of them.  And of conceding 
seniorities, not only general but also special, beyond these benefits to the brothers of this 
hospital. 
 
Section 117: And of admitting resignations and reserving titles, etc. 
And the power of receiving and admitting the resignations of the aforementioned benefits, and of 
reserving, granting, conceding instituting and assigning for life or for a time those things from 
those resigning title or dominations and all their fruits or beyond these annual pensions, which 
should pass to the successors in them, even under censure and ecclesiastical punishment, and of 
privation customarily applied on such. 
 
Section 118: The power of appropriating indulgences and of collecting alms 
And to this master and assembly, the power,  granted to them and to the aforementioned hospital,  
of appropriating privileges, exemptions and indulgences, in whatever places, even without the 
permission of any ordinary, under the seal, nevertheless, of the prior of that province or the 
conservator living in it, and of collecting and receiving alms and revenues of the brotherhood. 
 
Section 119: And of burying in their parishes even those excommunicated or interdicted, as 
long as, etc. 
And the power of having cemeteries in their parish churches, and of receiving and burying the 
dead bodies of any Christian faithful, even if they should be excommunicated or interdicted (as 
long as they had not given cause for the interdict), with the owed right reserved to the parish 
rector, without any burden or paying being made to the bishop. 
 
Section 120: And of enforcing donations and legacies 
And the power of enforcing and receiving legacies and donations not only among the living but 
also by any final wish. 
 
Section 121: And of receiving sacraments and orders from anyone 
And to the aforementioned priors and preceptors, soldiers, brothers, and persons, the power of 
receiving any ecclesiastical sacraments and all, even sacred, orders from any catholic bishop they 
prefer, who has grace and communion of the aforementioned seat, with nothing offered or paid. 
 
Section 122: And of carrying arms 
And not only to them but also to their friend, the power of carrying any arms and in any places, 
for their own defense or because of an offense of the enemies of the aforementioned seat.  
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Section 123: And of hearing confessions, administering sacraments, and celebrating divine 
offices on behalf of brother chaplains, even in time of interdict. 
And to chaplains of this hospital, the power of hearing the confessions of the aforementioned 
priors, preceptors, soldiers, brothers, persons, vassals, subjects, and friends, and of imposing 
upon them saving punishments, and of administering the Eucharist and other ecclesiastical 
sacraments. And of celebrating masses and other divine offices during time of interdict (as long 
as they did not give cause), with the excommunicated and interdicted excluded, with doors shut, 
with a low voice. 
 
Section 124: And of erecting preceptories, etc. without the permission of the ordinary of the 
places, who enjoy this privilege. 
And we concede the full and free power and authority of causing to be constructed and built for 
any Christian faithful, in any cities, places, diocese,  preceptories, houses, and hospitals under the 
dependence and subjection of the aforementioned hospital and military, obtained through their 
brothers and soldiers, who use, posses, and enjoy these same privileges, immunities, indulgences, 
concessions, and grants, which other preceptories, houses, and hospitals of the aforementioned 
hospital will use, enjoy, and delight in, assigned with appropriate endowment to them, requiring 
in no way the permission of the local ordinaries or anyone else, and moreover, with no 
jurisdiction on those ordinaries themselves or power reserved of imposing burdens. 
 
Section 125: The power of communicating indulgences and other graces to anyone of the 
aforementioned hospital and to churches depending on it and confraternal with it 
And in addition, to the previously mentioned John and to the master existing at the time and to 
the assembly, the power of communicating, giving, and conceding all (and each individually) 
privileges, powers, indulgences, graces, immunities, exemptions, liberties, concessions, present 
grants and of imparting these same powers to any priories, churches, chapels, hospitals, 
leprosarias, oratories, hermitages, and colleges of fellow-brothers of St. Lazarus, members, and 
other places depending on this hospital and military, and to those ministering and serving in 
them. 
 
Section 126: And of erecting hospitals, etc. 
And we grant and impart the full and free permission and  power of building and instituting any 
confraternities, and churches, oratories, hospitals, leprosarias, chapels, chaplaincies, alters, and 
other ecclesiastical benefits, in any place, under the invocation of St. Lazarus, with the 
reservation of the annual census, at their good pleasure, in the member of the hospital and 
military of St. Lazarus: and of distributing gifts to them; and of reserving for their establishments 
of this kind the gifts of the right of patronage and of presenting suitable persons to them, when 
vacancy occurs in time in them; and of placing and establishing in them according to their will 
chaplains either perpetual or temporary; and of conceding to him or them, to whomever it will 
seem best, similar or limited power; and of making, doing, exercising, and carrying out all (and 
each individually) other things, whatever they think will be necessary and opportune to the 
increase of divine worship, and the conservation and maintenance of the religion and military 
and the spiritual consolation in the Lord of the Christian faithful 
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Section 127: The power of testifying according to the military custom concerning goods and 
even those acquired out of fruits of benefits and among any incapable relatives, as long as 
they leave a fifth part to the hospital. 
And to all priors, preceptors, and other soldiers and brothers and ministers, even priests and 
privileged soldiers of this religions and military, that they are able to testify concerning any 
stable or movable goods, sums of money, gems, precious stones and other things, of whatever 
quality and quantity and value they exists, through them, even by reason of any ecclesiastical 
benefits obtained through them, and otherwise acquired from any source in any way and looking 
to them in any way (as long as they leave a fifth part of it to the aforementioned assembly), 
among any relatives, brothers, even spurious and other legitimate ones, and any other incapable 
persons; and otherwise, even through notes, by donation among the living, cause of death and 
another other way, as it will seem best to them, to dispose and to spend them in pious (otherwise 
allowed) causes. 
 
Section 128: And of celebrating in pontifical habit and of giving benediction as long as there 
is not any bishop present and then according to his permission. 
And to the prior of the church of the aforementioned assembly existing at the time that he is able 
to celebrate, as often as it should please him, mass and other divine offices in the previously 
mentioned church and other churches of the aforementioned religion, in pontifical habit with 
miter and pastoral staff; and after the solemnity of the masses (as long as there is no other 
catholic bishop present, or according to their consent) there to impart the benediction of Christ to 
the people. 
 
Section 129: Soldiers and others, etc do not incur mortal sin on account of not observing the 
rule, unless on account of disobedience and frequently committed stubbornness and rebellion 
from the religion. 
And in addition, that no one of the master and soldiers and brothers existing at the time, and any 
other persons of the aforementioned military and religion shall fall into moral sin  on account of 
its rule, chapters, and statues, now and edited at the time, not observed or not properly 
implemented except for disobedience and stubbornness committed a number of times and 
continuing, and rebellion from this religion and other causes generating sin of this kind from 
divine precepts and sacred canons. 
 
Section 130: Permission for receiving brothers from any order except Cartusians, into the 
brothers of the aforementioned order according to the consent of their superiors. 
And that the master existing at the time of the aforementioned hospital and the assembly are able 
to receive brothers of any order or religion (with only the Cartusian order excepted) into the 
brothers of the aforementioned hospital, and to transfer them from any order, which they have 
previously professed, to the hospital and order of St. Augustine of this kind; and they thus 
translated into the hospital and order of St. Augustine of this kind are freely and lawfully able to 
remain as long as they live (with the permission of their superiors required) 
 
Section 131: Full indulgences for persons of this military of St. Lazarus dying on other 
expeditions against the infidels or heretics. 
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And so that these soldiers may undertake the defense of the catholic church and the faithful 
against the infidels with more fervent spirit and less fear of the destruction of human light, if they 
look then to meeting  the eternal, relying on the pity of almighty God and authority of the blessed 
apostles Peter and Paul, to all (and each individually) soldiers and other persons of this military, 
who die in unity of the catholic faith on an expedition both maritime and terrestrial, against the 
infidels or heretics, not only by hostile arms, but also any other kind of death, contrite in their 
heart concerning sin and having confessed with their mouth or at least having the purpose of 
confessing at times appointed by law. 
 
Section 132: Plenary Indulgence to all Christian faithful visiting churches of the 
aforementioned religion on the day of the festival of that saint under whose invocation they 
were consecrated. 
And both to the aforementioned soldiers and persons as well as to any other of either sex, even to 
the truly penitent and confessing or to those having the purpose of confessing, as was said 
earlier, who annually devoutly have visited the churches of the assembly and hospital of this 
kind, existing wherever, on the single day of the festival of that saint under whose invocation 
they have been consecrated, from the first vespers until the fall of the festival sun, and have 
recited on behalf peace being encouraged between Christian princes three “Lord’s Prayers” and 
the same number of “angelic salutation’s”, we grant full indulgence and remission of all sins 
(and each individually). 
 
Section 133: Plenary indulgence according to the manner of the benefactors of the hospital of 
the Holy Spirit to all founding a church or chapel of the aforementioned religion or giving 
something, or otherwise being a benefactor. 
But those who from the goods conferred on them by God found or give a trust of this military, or 
of the aforementioned assembly and military, to its relief and easier support of the burdens on it, 
have given or left behind anything, according to the manner and pious intentions of their 
abilities, all those same indulgences, which followed the benefactors of the hospital of the Holy 
Spirit in Saxia of the city (without their prejudgment) mercifully in the lord equally we grant and 
impart perpetually. And lest, on account of the distance of the places, those faithful of them be 
frustrated in their pious desires, and so that more easily alms are able to come to the 
aforementioned hospital, for the support of the soldier brothers, who fight in the defense of the 
catholic faith against the infidels,  or the support of the poor lepers and their other burdens, we 
extend and enlarge this confraternity, with all concessions, grants, powers, indulgences, and 
remissions of sins(and each individually), granted to their co-brothers existing at the time, to all 
members, churches, and places (and each individually), both depending on this hospital at the 
time and others, in which similar confraternities should be instituted, ordained and erected 
through the master and assembly of the aforementioned hospital existing at the time or their 
commissaries, messengers, or procurators chosen specifically for a time for this by them. 
 
Section 134: Assessment of alms for entering the confraternity 
And to all Christian faithful of either sex (and each individually), both ecclesiastical and secular, 
and of any order, even mendicant, even of regular observance, now and for all time, and to other 
Christian faithful, being of any rank, status, grade, and condition, who paid from their own goods 
a certain sum of money, whose worth at present ascends to a fifth part of one ducat of gold of the 
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chamber or to two eagles of the money of the kingdom of Sicily, or a sum reckoned through the 
master and assembly of the aforementioned hospital at the time, for entry into the previously 
mentioned society or confraternity. 
 
Section 135: Concession of choosing confessors with the power of absolving once in a lifetime 
and every year on the festival of St. Lazarus from all sentences of excommunication, 
ecclesiastical punishments, etc. 
And each year they promised to pay a certain other assessed quantity, and it is described in the 
book of the aforementioned hospital and not in another places, that they are able to choose a 
secular priest or regular of any order as their confessor, who, with their confession having been 
diligently heard, once in a life and each year on the festival of St. Lazarus, during their life, from 
all (and each individually) sentences of excommunication, suspension and interdict, and other 
ecclesiastical censures and penalties carried and promulgated by law or by a man, for any 
occasion or cause, even for the occasion of simony over obtaining orders and benefits, wherever 
it occurred. 
 
Section 136: And from transgressions of vows and dominical days, etc, and other mandates of 
the church 
And for transgressions of vows and dominical days and festivals, and other mandates of the 
church, of perjury and punishments imposed, and for omissions of divine offices in toto or in 
part, and for all their sins and crimes, concerning which they have been contrite in heart and 
confessing with their mouth, even if it was something about which the Apostolic Seat should be 
consulted, even for those in any way reserved deservedly for the Roman Pontiff and the 
aforementioned seat, in addition to those contained in the bulla accustomed to be read yearly on 
the day of Lord’s supper. 
 
Section 137: Of completely absolving at the moment of death, and otherwise of imparting 
graces in other cases  
And even at the moment of death to extend full absolution and remission of all sins of this kind; 
and if then death should not follow, as often as they should be established in such cases, to repeat 
it; in other cases not reserved as often as it will be opportune, to absolve them, and to impose 
saving punishments on them.  And he is able and strong to change any vow (except vows of 
religion and chastity) into other works of piety.  And that the confessor himself, when for 
enormous offenses imposed punishments or changing of vows should come, beyond the help 
assigned (as previously said), he should cause to be paid other help determined through the same 
confessor, in the same measure of the offense or vow for the ones confessing, in a box delegated 
for indulgences of this hospital collected through its commissaries, for the advantage and utility 
of the aforementioned hospital and military.  And that the same confessor thus elected with these 
same fellow brothers electing him as confessor, of whatever dignity, status, grade, order, 
condition or preeminence they should be, enrolled in the clerical military, even religious, even 
obtaining any ecclesiastical benefits, who, bound by the previous sentences, by celebrating 
masses or other divine offices or by otherwise mixing themselves in them, they should contract 
any irregularity (with only  bigamy and voluntary homicide excepted), that they are able to be 
promoted to all superior, even sacred, orders, and to minister in them or through them with 
orders having been received, even in the ministry of the altar; and to retain and receive dignities 
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and any ecclesiastical benefits in turns; and to be set over and preside over monasteries and 
cathedral churches, even metropolitans and patriarchies, and to freely and lawfully dispense, and 
to provide for these from these dignities and benefits which they now hold, and to oversee these 
church which less canonically they are over, in the forum of conscience only, by the 
aforementioned apostolic authority. 
 
Section 138: And of burying the dead in churches of the order 
And in addition,  if these same fellow brothers enrolled as above in the aforementioned 
confraternity, in a time of interdict, imposed in any way by the apostolic seat, should depart from 
life, their bodies (without, nevertheless, the funeral ceremony) are able to be to be given 
ecclesiastical burial, as long as they had not given cause for the interdict. 
 
Section 139: And of obtaining the stations of the city 
And during Lent and other times and days of the stations of the city of Rome, by visiting one or 
two churches and one or two altars in parts where they happen to reside, they should obtain or 
are able to obtain the same graces, indulgences, and remissions of sins, which if on the 
aforementioned days and times they had visited personally the basilicas and churches of the 
stations of the city of Rome, and those outside it chosen for this reason. 
 
Section 140: And of eating eggs, milk and meat 
And moreover, during Lent and other times and days on which the eating of eggs, butter, and 
other milk products by law, custom or in any other way is prohibited, they are able to eat these 
same eggs, cheese, butter, and other milk products, on the counsel of another; and meat, at a time 
of necessity only, and on the counsel of two physicians. 
 
Section 141: Women should be permitted to enter monasteries 
And to women enrolled in these confraternities, even if they remain widows, that with one or two 
honest women, they are able to go into any monastery of nuns, of any order, even of St. Clara, 
according to the permission of these monasteries, abbesses or prioresses, for four years and to 
speak with these nuns and converse and to take bodily refreshment (as long as they do not spend 
the night there). 
 
Section 142: Persons of the order should enjoy the graces of the hospital of the Holy Spirit of 
the city.   
And that, when first these fellow brothers should be enrolled in the aforementioned confraternity, 
they should be granted (among other things) all privileges (and each individually), supports, 
indulgences, both spiritual and temporal, through us and other of our predecessors, to the 
aforementioned hospital of the Holy Spirit in Saxia of the city and to the brothers of it. 
 
Section 143: Indulgence should obtained by the contrite at the moment of death 
And that any penitent and contrite who names the name of Jesus at the moment of death, he 
should obtain full remission of his sins, even those he would have confessed, if he had not been 
prevented by death. 
 
Section144: They should enjoy the fastings, etc of the holy land 
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They ought to use, posses, enjoy and participate in the fasts, vigils, prayers, pilgrimages of the 
holy land and the full indulgences of the holy jubilee 50 year, and of the stations and dedications 
of the holy Roman church and all goods which occur in this sacred hospital and universal 
sacrosact church militant, which other fellow brothers posses and will enjoy in the future.  
 
Section 145: Those dying within the year, etc should obtain indulgences 
And if they should die within the year, they should obtain full indulgence of all their sins.  And if 
they should live, in addition to the stations of the city, even on the days mentioned below, they 
should obtain the following indulgences, namely every day of their life, and through all days of 
the whole coming year, of one year and forty days; in every festival of the apostles, two thousand 
years; on the festival of epiphany and every day after the octave. one hundred thousand years; in 
Sunday in which Omnis Terra is sung as the introit of mass, from the months of January and 
every Sunday of the months of the whole year; three thousand years and the same forty days. and 
remission of a third part of all sins; on the festivals of our Lord Jesus Christ, namely the Nativity, 
Resurrection, Ascension and every day of the octave, two thousand years and eighty forty days; 
on the festival of Pentecost and every day after the octave, eight thousand years and as many 
forty days ; on the festival of Corpus Christi and every day after the octave,  two thousand years 
and seventh part of all sins; on the festival of the Nativity of the Blessed Maria and every day 
through her octave, three thousand years; on the festival of all saints and every day up to the 
feast of St. Leonard, three thousand years and as many forty days. 
 
Section 146: Those giving anything to the hospital have plenary indulgence 
To those donating or transmitting, or bequeathing in their final will or testament, any of their 
goods to this same hospital, at the moment of death, we grant and indulge full remission and 
indulgence from blame and punishment of all their sins; and to soul of any, which, united with 
Christ in charity has departed from this life, existing in purgatory, alms for which soul, 
determined by this master and assembly or those chosen by them, will be paid out to this 
hospital, so that it may obtain this same full indulgence from punishment and blame (however it 
should please the piety of the divine majesty). 
 
Section 147: Notaries will make a note of things left to the hospital and military 
And to notaries, who have been asked concerning testaments or other last wills, in which 
anything happens to be disposed in favor and advantage of this hospital, that under penalty of 
excommunication, they should take care to order the disposition of this kind, however quickly 
they are conveniently able, to the master and assembly of the aforementioned hospital, or to 
another, through whom it would be possible for this to come the the knowledge of this master 
and assembly. 
 
Section 148: Notaries and confessors and fellow brothers should encourage the infirm to 
support this religion 
And also we command to these very notaries and confessors of these same dying, in remission of 
their sins, they should not omit to commemorate in these same testaments and confessions that 
they direct assisting hands to such pious words which are done in the aforementioned religion.  
And we encourage any Christian faithful, and especially fellow brothers of this confraternity 
existing at this time to this through the heart of compassion of our lord Jesus Christ. 



Inter Assiduas Dominici  p.36 

 

 
Section 149: Those dying in the hospital and entering in the service of the hospital should 
enjoy all the privileges of the confraternity. 
And that those dying at the time in the aforementioned hospital, and entering into the services at 
the time of the hospital and the poor lepers, of any sex, only as long as they persevere in the 
services of this kind, will possess and enjoy all these same privileges, powers, graces, which the 
fellow brothers enrolled at the time in the book of the hospital of this kind. 
 
Section 150:  The powers of the grand master of disposing of usuries, plunders, fires, imposed 
punishments, designated to the hospital or owed to its members and left for pious use. 
And that the current master and assembly of the aforementioned hospital, and his own chosen 
commissaries according to their permission, messengers, procurators, are able to dispose of  
usuries, plunders, fires, (not however losses given to the church) and any other name, title or 
thing taken in a bad way or acquired illicitly (if however the true lord, to whom its restitution out 
to be made, is not known) concerning punishments imposed by priests on the confessing, 
redeemed or exchanged, and  designed for this hospital or owed to its members or otherwise left 
indistinctly for pious uses, for the use of this hospital and military, so that those holding them 
should not be bound to any restitution. 
 
Section 151: The power of publishing indulgences 
And that each year, on feast of Palm Sunday up to its octave inclusively, and on the feasts day of 
the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ and on other blessed  days,  we grant to the master and 
assembly and their commissaries the power to announce and bestow to any Christian faithful 
extending helping hands for the support of the aforementioned religion and its members, full 
indulgences and general remissions of all sins, everywhere solemnly, even with procession and 
placing of trunks and the cross in the middle of the church.  And to assign from above 
penitentiaries with rods (as is the custom), and to do other things, which are necessary and 
opportune with respect to these powers and indulgences and the confession, execution and 
remission of sins. 
 
Section 152: and of establishing confraternities 
And to erect, order, establish, and cause to be published ancient and new holy confraternities of 
St. Lazarus at all times and in any places, and to receive any Christian faithful into fellow 
brotherhood, and to grant to them confessionals.  And that any institutions, erections, and 
ordinations of the aforementioned confraternities made in members, churches and places of this 
kind at the time, without the express consent of the current and existing at the time master of the 
aforementioned hospital, are of no strength or importance. 
 
Section 153: All places under the invocation of St. Lazarus should be subject to this order 
And all hospitals (and each individually), oratories, churches, chapels, alters and places of this 
religion and military, existing in any parts, instituted under the invocation of St. Lazarus, even if 
they were not possessed or received through the aforementioned master and brothers, 
nevertheless the should be subject to the current and existing at the time general master and 
assembly of this kind, and as members of the aforementioned  hospital by dependence are able to 
be contributors (in a similar fashion as others contributing annually, respectively); and to be 
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visited and reformed  through this general master and assembly or their appointed commissaries; 
and their rectors and governors to be removed (if they were removed according to law): and 
other suitable persons to be chosen in their place. 
 
Section 154: And should use its privileges 
And with these fellow brothers only, so that they are able to serve the most high more 
conveniently, to use freely all aforementioned powers (and each individually) and privileges, 
immunities, graces, plenary indulgences and remissions of sins, at any time and in any places, 
even in those parts and places, in which indulgences exist published for the building of the 
basilica of the prince of the Apostles in the City. 
 
Section 155: Priors of the hospitals of St. Lazarus should be able to publish indulgences at any 
time. 
And that the priors and preceptors of any hospitals or houses, depending on the aforementioned 
hospital of St. Lazarus and recognizing it as its head, should be able to publish the previously 
mentioned plenary indulgence and general remission of sins on the feast of Palm Sunday and 
through its octave and on other blessed days, as mentioned above. 
 
Section 156: And to hear confessions and to choose confessors 
And if they have been established in a priesthood, through themselves or another or others 
approved; but if they are not priests, through other approved, suitable and honest men, secular or 
regular priests of any order, only in their own aforementioned hospitals and houses, they are 
fully and freely able to hear confessions of anyone, and to use with those confessing any powers 
and indulgences and remissions of sins, and (according to the express permission of the master 
existing at the time and the assembly of the aforementioned hospital renewed each year) to 
impart these to them; but at other times they should be just as other priests having no power from 
the aforementioned seat. 
 
Section 157: To collect alms with ringing bells 
However, they should be able to make usual and customary collections with ringing bells and 
campanelli (without, however, the publication of indulgences and the delivery of confession) at 
all times, in their own boundaries (according to the permission of the master at the time and the 
assembly of this kind renewed every year). 
 
Section 158: To hang bells with animals offered 
And to hang bells and towers with pigs and any other animals which happen to be offered to this 
St. Lazarus, or to undersign any notes. 
 
Section 159: To publish indulgences anywhere 
And that the aforementioned master and assembly and their messengers and commissaries, even 
in places in which the brothers of the order of Minors according to observance or apostolic 
commissaries have been appointed for a time for the building of a basilica, have the power to 
publish solemnly any powers and indulgences anywhere, with the placement of trunks and the 
cross in churches and are able to use the powers, privileges, and graces granted to this hospital. 
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Section 160: Which indulgences should not be understood to ever be suspended 
And that, during any temporal suspension of indulgences and graces, even for the cross against 
the infidels, and of those things granted to any Christian emperor, king or prince or granted in the 
future, the indulgences (even plenary) and all powers and graces granted to this hospital and to 
its master, assembly, brothers and members through our predecessors and us and the 
aforementioned seat, should not be understood to be suspended but should exist and remain in 
their true and pristine value and strength. 
 
Section 161: Brother should be able to celebrate the divine things in their churches 
And even, because of the reverence of St. Lazarus, that it should be allowed to these brothers in 
their churches to read masses and any other divine offices or to celebrate them with a high voice 
or to cause them to be celebrated through other suitable priests. 
 
Section 162: And to administer the sacraments to the infirm in their hospitals 
And to administer the ecclesiastical sacraments to all Christian faithful (and each individually) 
and to the poor, infirm lepers living at the time in the aforementioned hospitals. 
 
Section 163: And to bury their dead 
And bodies of the their dead and those of any other faithful choosing and seeking it, to be handed 
over for ecclesiastical burial in the cemeteries and churches of the aforementioned brothers. 
 
Section 164: And to preach the word of God 
And to propose and caused to be proposed the word of God in their churches, to these poor and 
lepers of this kind, as often as it should seem expedient to them, with the permission of anyone in 
no way required for this, we similarly wish and ordain. 
 
Section 165: The concession of any other privileges, graces, exemptions and other powers up 
to now conceded or in the future conceded to the hospitals and militaries respectively of St. 
John of Jerusalem, St. James of Spatha, St. Anthony of Vienna, Holy spirit of the City, and St. 
Stephen in Thuscia, as long as they are not inconsistent with the council of Trent and do not 
prejudge the rights of another third party. 
And in addition, to these same grand master and assembly both current and existing at the time, 
and to every military and all persons of the hospital and military of this kind, that all privileges 
(and each individually), immunities; jurisdictions; exemptions, even by the way of execution in 
the imposition of burden; dispensations; grants; concessions, dispositions, honors, graces, 
hitherto conceded or in the future to be conceded to the soldiers of St. John of Jerusalem, St. 
James of Spatha, and St. Stephan, and to the hospitals, religions, and orders, places, persons, 
things, and goods of Holy Spirit in Saxia of the City and St. Anthony of Vienna, through any 
Roman Pontiffs, even our predecessors, and even through us and the aforementioned seat or 
general council, in general or specific, even at the request of emperors, kings, or other princes, or 
on its own initiative or otherwise, and which hospitals, Religions, militaries of this kind, and 
their grand masters, assembly, brothers and soldiers use, possess, and enjoy, and will be able to 
use in any way in the future; we concede and grant that they are able to use, possess and enjoy 
these in the same way and without any difference at all, freely and legally in everything and 
through all things, with the same authority and tenor even in perpetuity; and all these things (and 
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each individually) as they have been granted and in the days they were granted, and the tenors of 
all these and any letters made in any way, and as if they have been inserted word for word, 
considered as expressed and inserted in the present documents,  we give to the current and 
existing at the time grand master and assembly and hospital of St. Lazarus and military, and their 
soldiers, persons, their hospitals, preceptories, house, leprosarias, benefits, chapels, churches, 
places, things and goods, and we decree and declare that they are conceded and we wish them to 
be able freely to use, possess, and enjoy them anywhere, in general or specific, with the 
permission or consent of the ordinaries of the places or any other person in no way required. So 
that they should not be able to harm, perturb or trouble these and the occasion of them through 
the ordinaries themselves or any others, as long as they are not inconsistent with the 
aforementioned Council of Tent and do not prejudge the aforementioned hospital and military or 
the rights of any third party.  Thus nevertheless that (with respect to exemptions) by the 
jurisdiction of the ordinaries, not only those things which belong to them by communal right, but 
all those things which have been given to them by decree of the aforementioned Council of 
Trent, shall always be considered safe. 
 
Section 166: Exemption of this Religion in all cases where the Council of Trent exempts the 
religion of St. John of Jerusalem 
In addition, in those cases, in which the aforementioned council expressly excepts and exempts 
the religion of St. John of Jerusalem, in these also this religion and military of St. Lazarus should 
be considered equally excepted and exempted. 
 
Section 167: Concession of indulgences of the hospital of the Holy Spirit of the City 
And with respect to indulgences, according to those conceded to the hospital of the Holy Spirit 
and in future will be conceded, we concede and grant. 
 
Section 168: Publication of the privileges and mandates of the grand master are constrained 
just as if it is personality excused 
And in addition, we wish and decree that publication and affixion not only of this present letter 
but also of any other apostolic letters, or their transcripts, and mandates of the aforementioned 
master and assembly, made in all priories, preceptories, members, benefits of this religion, in like 
manner be constrained, and if they have been done contrary to the contents of these letters, 
having been done with diligence at first, nevertheless by those personally finding them in the 
aforementioned places. 
 
Section 169: Those receiving the habit outside the assembly even from the Pontiff are bound 
to appear in the assembly within the year, otherwise they are deprived. 
And nevertheless we establish and grant to the aforementioned master and assembly in 
perpetuity that if anyone of the priors, preceptors, soldiers and brothers of the aforementioned 
hospital, carrying the cross or habit received outside the aforementioned assembly even from the 
Roman Pontiff or by his permission, within the year after he received it, or there should be for 
him the oversight of a priory, preceptory, office or benefit of this hospital or otherwise be 
disposed in its favor. 
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Section 170: Those possessing benefits of the aforementioned order, or receiving fruit or 
pensions, having been summoned, are bound to appear. 
And any other persons obtaining benefits or pensions of the aforementioned military or receiving 
its fruits, having been called at any time for service of the religion or otherwise, or being slow in 
payment of rights into the treasury and having been cited, who does not appear personally before 
the aforementioned master and assembly, and does not perform the obedience or other rights 
owed to them, with time having elapsed, let him be deprived of habit, dignity, administration, 
and benefit and any honor or office, and otherwise according to the form of the aforementioned 
establishments and privileges, and let him be considered a private person, or, if it will be better, 
let him be able to be deprived. 
 
Section 171:  No exemption should prevail against obedience to the grand master, no less 
those having been called are bound to appear. 
No other derogation of this statue or exemption either real or personal or other preserved graces, 
made or conceded at the time even by initiative, knowledge, or plenitude of power similarly in 
any way, should prevail against the aforementioned. 
 
Section 172: The master and assembly should be able to dispose of benefits vacant through 
privation 
The aforementioned master and assembly should not be bound to obey anyone, but with these 
not opposing, let them be able to freely dispose of priory, or preceptory, dignity, office, or 
benefit, being vacant thus or through privation, according to the establishments and other 
aforementioned things, or to accept those other things through them, to whom it belongs by 
ancient or other right. 
 
Section 173: The clauses of this constitution are preserved 
Determining that all aforementioned things (and each one individually) and our present letters 
are in no way able to be noted, challenged, or argued at any time concerning the vice of stealing 
or fraud, or nullification or concerning defect of our intent: and nor can all these aforementioned 
things (and each one individually), have been restored to the same grand master and assembly, to 
the military or soldiers, partly, with respect to the ancient ones, ad with respect to the new ones; 
conceded from burdensome cause, those things are not able to be held under any suspensions and 
derogations, revocations, limitations, alterations, and other contrary dispositions not only of the 
present letters but also of similar and dissimilar graces, in general or in specific, by the 
aforementioned seat, for any cause, however just, arising for a time, but always excepted by 
them, and however often they will arise, so often restored to their pristine and new state,  and 
even those things selected through the grand master under things granted, are conceded and 
considered to be. And by the previous and present letters, even through any apostolic letters, no 
clauses, general or special, even more effective and unusual derogations of derogations, and even 
decrees of revoking, under any expression of words, contained in them are in no way able to be 
detracted, nor are these things to be considered detracted, unless the tenor of these word for 
word, with nothing omitted, insertion, and the detractions of this kind done consistorial, and 
through three distinct letters containing the same tenor at three distinct times, have been 
intimated and introduced to the aforementioned grand master and assembly, and the express 
assent of this master and assembly go to it; and otherwise the detractions done are to be 
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supported by no one, and the aforementioned master and assembly are in no way bound to obey 
the detracting letters of this kind and processes decreed over them, their executions, and  
subexecutions, their mandates, and warnings, but they are able to impede completely the 
execution of letters of this kind, nor are they able to be entrapped by reason of resisting 
ecclesiastical censure carried through these executors or subexecutors. 
 
Section 174: Void Decree and Removal Clause 
And thus, in all the previously mentioned things, they ought to be judged and defined  through 
any judges and commissaries, acting with any authority, even cardinals of the holy Roman 
church and hearers of causes of the apostolic palace, with any power of otherwise judging and 
interpreting taken away.  And whatever otherwise should happen to be attempted  beyond these 
things by anyone, with any authority, knowingly or ignorantly, we decree it void and empty. 
 
Section 175: The executors of this constitution and their powers 
Wherefore, to our venerable brother bishops of Galesina and Montisflasco, and to the general 
auditor of the curia of cases of the apostolic chamber through apostolic writ, with similar intent, 
we mandate that they or two or one of them, through themselves, or another, or others, the 
present letters and anything contained in them, where and when it is necessary, and as often they 
should be required on the part of the aforementioned master, priors, preceptors, soldiers and 
brothers of St. Lazarus, or anyone of them, solemnly publishing, and assisting in the protection 
of the defense in effectiveness of the previous letters, they should cause by our authority these 
present letters and the things contained in them to be firmly observed.  And this same military, 
master and assembly, brothers, religious, and all others (and each individually) whom these 
present letters concern, should be able to enjoy these peacefully.  Not permitting them or any one 
of them against the tenor of the present letters in any way to be troubled, perturbed or impeded.  
By restraining any contradictors and rebels through censures and ecclesiastical punishments, 
even concerning money, governed by their judgment, and other opportune remedies of law and 
deed, with appeal set aside,  and by inciting anyone, whom it interests, even through public edict 
affixed in public places, by halting summarily not safe access, by restraining under these 
penalties and censures those to whom and whenever it is prohibited, even by similar edict, and 
by increasing these censures and ecclesiastical punishments even multiple times, even with help 
of the secular arm invoked for this, if it should be necessary. 
 
Section 176: Clauses of contradictory or opposing things are detracted 
With the previous letters and those of our predecessor Pope Boniface VIII of blessed memory, 
not opposing, by which it is provided that no one outside his own city or diocese, except in 
certain excepted cases, and in those he should not be called to court more than one diet from the 
boundary of his own dioceses, or that no judges appointed by the aforementioned seat may 
proceed against anyone outside the city or diocese, in which they have been appointed, or 
presume to entrust their own changes to another person or persons; and the things issued in 
general council concerning two diets, as long as no one is dragged to court beyond three diets by 
the authority of the present letters, and of the newly celebrated Lateran council; and with us 
entrusting unions to parts, with those having been called and expressing the value of the fruits, 
not only of the united benefits but also of those between whom a union happens; and concerning 
not expediting letters reserving any pension, unless then having the consent to pay it, and with 
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any other apostolic constitutions and ordinations given both in provincial and synodial councils, 
general and special; and of the aforementioned hospitals, militaries, and orders, even by oath, 
anything strengthened with apostolic confirmation, or by any other strength; statutes and 
customs, establishment, uses, and natures, and any privileges, grants, and apostolic letters, and 
ordinaries and other aforementioned soldiers, and any churches, monasteries, orders, and places, 
even the basilica being built to St. Peter in the City, and the Holy Cross, their persons, under any 
tenor or form, and with any clauses and decrees, even at the request of generals, kings, queens, 
dukes, and other princes, even consistorial or with similar intent, or otherwise in any way, even 
through us, even several times, conceded, approved, and renewed, and to all things which, even 
if concerning these and their whole tenors, specific, individual, and expressed, not however 
through general clauses implying it, should be considered by mention or by any other expression, 
their tenors, as if word for word, nothing omitted, and with the form handed down in them 
having been observed, should be considered inserted, being considered sufficiently expressed 
and inserted in the present documents, with these things otherwise remaining in their strength, 
with this change only, specially and expressly with the same intent we detract and decree to be 
sufficiently detracted , anything contrary; or  anything, generally or separately, granted by the 
same seat because they are not able to be forbidden, suspended, or excommunicated through 
apostolic letters not making full and express mention word for word concerning grants of this 
kind. 
 
Section 177: Preservation of the council of Trent about all things disposed here 
And since through these present letters, we did not intend to prejudge the constitutions and 
decrees of the council of Trent in any way, we wish that in all chapters of graces (and each 
individually) and other aforementioned capitals a clause should be considered placed and 
repeated “as long as it does not oppose the council of Trent.” 
 
Section 178: Faith of those taking it up 
But, because it would be difficult, etc. 
 
Section 179: The graces of the grand master do not require insertion of the present document 
And that in letters or graces being conceded with the strength of the present letters, this same 
John and the grand master existing at the time and the assembly should not be bound to insert in 
these  present documents; and the graces themselves to any persons through John, and the grand 
master existing at the time and the assembly, according to the tenor of these letters, are able to be 
concede at the time, and they support them in all things and through all things, as if these present 
letters have been inserted in them word for word. 
 
Section 180: Penal Sanction 
Therefore, let it be allowed to no man, etc. 
 
Conclusion: 
Given in Rome at St. Peter’s, in year of the incarnation of the Lord one thousand five hundred 
sixty five, 4th of may, in the 6th year of our pontificate. 
 
4th of May, 1565, 6th year of our pontificate. 




