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Pope Paul V 

For the perpetual memory of the matter. 

 

The Roman Pontifex, the sovereignty of which Divine Majesty has exalted above all, willingly assents 

to the pious prayers of his devout and most obsequious sons, who, being most like their forefathers, 

desire to go forth and pass on to their descendants the nobility which they received from their 

forefathers, having augmented it by a significant increase. And he grants things known to aim at this 

end, at keeping the Catholic Faith in order and safe, at repulsing its enemies, and at protecting the 

health of souls, insofar as it seems profitably expedient in the Lord. 

I. The nobleman Charles de Neufville, beloved son, Lord in the temporalia d’Halincourt and Knight 

of both Royal Orders, confided to us recently in the name of the most dear son in Christ, our Most 

Christian Henry, King of the French, whose orator he is for us and the Apostolic See, that King Henry 

himself, because of his outstanding desire, with which as firstborn son of the said Apostolic See he is 

moved for protecting, propagating and increasing the Catholic Religion, has been accustomed now for 

a long time and right from the beginning of his auspicious accession to the kingdom of France, to 

apply remedies in the same kingdom and other places subject to his rule in order to exalt and increase 

the Holy Roman Church, extinguish heresies, suppress heretics, and other things. Therefore he most 

keenly desires that one Militia or Military Order be founded and instituted under the consent and 



authority of us and the said See, and at the will of King Henry himself, appropriately from his merely 

lay resources (but not the income of the benefices or church), from the select noblemen and freeborn 

men of the Gallic nation, under the denomination or title and rule of the most glorious and always 

Virginal Mother Mary of Mont Carmel, whom the said King Henry always holds and regards with 

singular devotion as his protectress and advocate, and the said Charles, in the name of King Henry 

himself, has humbly supplicated us to vouchsafe through apostolic goodwill to attend the same King 

Henry with special favours and graces, and to provide appropriately for him otherwise regarding the 

premises. 

II. Therefore, desiring to promote this pious desire that will never be sufficiently praised, and hereby 

absolving the said King Henry and judging him to be absolved from any ecclesiastic sentences, 

censures or punishments of excommunication, suspension and interdiction or otherwise, brought forth 

by law or by man in any circumstance or for any reason, if he is bound by any of them in any way, 

being effective only insofar as these presents, we, influenced by these supplications, found and 

institute in perpetuity, through apostolic authority, by the tenor of these presents, and without 

prejudice to anyone, this Militia or Order under the same rule, the supreme or principal seat and 

assembly of which Militia should and must be assigned and decreed for this by the said King Henry in 

the very kingdom of France, or in another place owned as a dominion by the same King Henry; and 

that in this Militia or Order a so-called Grand Master should be its supreme or principal rank, for the 

Grand Master who should be the head and sovereign of the same Militia or Order, with the assembly 

constituted by the said King Henry (without prejudice to anyone); and with the number of soldiers or 

ministers that seems good to the same Master. And this Master and the soldiers with one wife, and 

with a second wife after the first had deceased, even if widowed, provided that they can contract a 

marriage, and otherwise, should expressly profess marital chastity and obedience, with the sign of the 

same Blessed Virgin Mary and with the habit not being changed from other completely different and 

dissimilar signs of other militias, and with the Master’s table (mensa magistralis), priorates, 

preceptories, and other benefices and offices granted from merely lay resources, but not the income of 

the benefices or church, as said above, now just as then and vice versa, after this Militia or Order has 

been properly bestowed, as stated above. 

III. Such that all provision and oversight of the Magistracy, even when it is vacant from its initial 

foundation and institution, and for all times to come in the future whenever it should happen in any 

way that it should be vacant, and through whatever person, of whatever quality, even when in the said 

seat, or otherwise at any time or whenever, should and must in perpetuity concern and pertain to the 

said Henry and the existing King of the French at the time. 

IV. And should the same Magistracy fall vacant both this first time and however many other times, 

whoever has been intended for it by the said King, as stated above, should and must, after this 

provision has been made within three months of this point, seek and demand a new provision or 



confirmation from the same See, and issue a profession of the Catholic Faith according to the articles 

given by the said See, and send it, issued in such a way and signed in his own hand by the same Grand 

Master, to the same See within those same three months. Yet also that the said Grand Master should 

not be able to impose himself upon the governance and administration of the said Militia, except after 

he has obtained a new provision and issuing of this profession. And in perpetuity we grant and add 

that the gift of the said instituted Militia should be given by the said King Henry from his merely lay 

resources, but not from those of the church, as stated above. 

V. And moreover that for the Grand Master existing at the time, he should transfer and station the 

sovereign or principal seat of the same Militia or Order, after this first time to any place, even one on 

the sea, in the kingdom or places owned by the same King, yet by licence of the same Apostolic See, 

and should create soldiers who are bound to and must profess the same faith and take an oath of 

fidelity both to the Roman Pontifex and to the said Grand Master. 

VI. Also with the same authority and tenor we grant the right to determine the foundations, statutes 

and ordinances of this Militia or Order, and the things that concern its proper governance, which must 

be approved by the said Apostolic See, and to change them when founded, according to the nature of 

the times and circumstances, if there is need, and to issue others afresh, provided that they are lawful 

and proper, and not contrary to the sacred Canons and particularly the Decrees of the Council of Trent 

and Apostolic Constitutions. 

VII. And for the said Grand Master, as for those to come in perpetuity, provided it is by himself rather 

than by another, that he can make provisions for soldiers and persons of the said Order, according to 

the said foundations and decrees, regarding each and every priorate, preceptory and member, and 

other ecclesiastical benefices of the same instituted Militia or Order, as stated above, in whatever way 

and by whatever persons they are vacated at the time, even those bearing a reservation, in any place, 

even in the said Apostolic See. 

VIII. Moreover to the Priors, Preceptors and Chaplains of this Militia or Order, having had and 

obtained the consent of their Master and permission and approval from the ordinaries of their area, 

that they can celebrate the masses of their Militia, even in churches, and that they can administer to 

any soldiers and persons of this Militia or Order the sacraments of extreme unction and others of the 

church, even at the point of death, and at all times (yet without prejudice to the parish churches and 

their Rectors), and hear their confessions, with prior approval of the ordinaries, and absolve them in 

the customary form of the Church, applying salutary penitence. 

IX. Moreover, with the same authority and tenor, we grant by special grace and dispense with the 

same Master, soldiers and each of them, that the said Master and soldiers, presbyters and chaplains, 

each of them, both clerical and lay, even those married or with a second wife (but not with a third), 

can receive, exact and levy one or more annual pensions, namely for the Master of up to 1,500 ducats 



of gold from the treasury, and for the remaining soldiers sums of up to 500 that should be and will be 

reserved for them by apostolic authority, in addition to the profits, incomes, yields, privileges and all 

universal emoluments, and even daily distributions, of Cathedrals, including those in cities, and other 

Churches, as well as Monasteries (even Consistory ones), Priories, Canonicates, Prebendaries, 

honours, parsonships, posts of administration, offices and other ecclesiastical benefices, with and 

without the care of souls, secular and regular of any Orders, of whatever quality, provided that they 

exist in domains owned by the said King; or, in lieu of such annual pensions, each and every thing – 

profits, incomes, yields, privileges, revenues, emoluments and distributions of this kind –should be 

reserved for them up to the said sum, as stated above, even if they have taken a wife and contracted a 

marriage after the reservation of them, and even, as stated above, those with two wives (but not three) 

and further, and with the said marriage existing for their lives, together with any preceptories and 

other benefices of the said Militia, and they can convert these to their own uses and requirements. 

X. In addition, we exempt and free in perpetuity the said Militia, and its soldiers, property and goods 

from any exemptions, quarter-taxes, half-taxes and any other burdens imposed or to be imposed at any 

time, and from the superiority of any ordinaries, and we subject and subordinate those things 

completely to the jurisdiction, superiority and obedience of the said Master. 

XI. Finally, to increase devotion of those faithful to Christ and to look after the health of their souls, 

relying on the mercy of Almighty God and the authority of the blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, with 

the said apostolic authority and by the tenor of these presents we mercifully in the name of the Lord 

grant and bestow full indulgence and remission in perpetuity of all of their sins upon the said Master, 

soldiers and other persons, being truthful in penitence and confession, and healed by holy 

communion, both on the day in which they were received into the said Militia or Order and issued 

their profession in it, as well as on the feast of the same Blessed Virgin Mary of Mont Carmel, 

customarily celebrated on 16 July every year, held from the beginning of evening up to the setting of 

the same sun, and also of course when wasted at the very point of death, and invoking the name of 

Jesus in their hearts, if they cannot with their mouth. 

XII. Therefore we order by apostolic writings the beloved sons, the officials of Le Puy, Damascus and 

Paris to see to it, either one or two or all of them, by themselves or by another or others, that the 

present Letters and the things contained in them be published on our authority, when and where is 

necessary, and that they be truly seen by all whom they do and will concern in the future, and that 

they should not allow the aforementioned soldiers to be molested by anyone in any way, by repressing 

any opponents, rebels, and those who do not obey the foregoing through sentences, censures and 

ecclesiastical punishments, and other appropriate remedies in law and action, with appeal being set 

aside.  



XIII. Notwithstanding any constitutions and ordinances, both apostolic and of the said Churches, 

fortified by oath, apostolic confirmation or any other guarantee, and apostolic statutes, customs, 

privileges, indulgences and letters, and their presidents, chapters, agreements, superiors and persons 

under any tenors and forms, along with any clauses and decrees granted in any way to the contrary; 

and from all of these, even if special, specific, express and individual mention or some other 

expression should be made about their whole tenors, yet not by general clauses that demand the same 

thing, we on this occasion only specifically and expressly exempt them, though they will remain in 

their force otherwise, and from anything to the contrary, or if an indulgence has been made to anyone 

commonly or separately by the said Apostolic See that they cannot be forbidden, suspended or 

excommunicated by apostolic Letters, if they do not make full and express mention, word for word, of 

an indulgence of this kind. 

XIV. To no one etc. If anyone should presume to challenge this, he should know that he will incur the 

wrath of Almighty God and his blessed Apostles Peter and Paul. 

Issued at San Marco in Rome on 16 February, in the 1607th year of the incarnation of the Lord, 16 

February, in the third year of our Pontifex. 

 

Pontifical rules or ordinances. 

Pope Paul V. 

For the perpetual memory of the matter. 

The institution of Militant Orders is known to be useful for the Christian state and beneficial in the 

future for the preservation and propagation of the Catholic Faith, if certain rules are prescribed, under 

the prosperous auspice and governance of which they should be able to give their name to Militias of 

this kind, live properly, and defeat in battle enemies of the Catholic name. 

I. It therefore follows that we, influenced by the pious supplications recently and humbly put before 

us in the name of the most beloved son in Christ, Henry, Most Christian King of the French, for the 

glory of Almighty God and his most glorious Mother, the Virgin Mary, and the exaltation of the Holy 

Roman Church, the extirpation of heresies, the suppression of heretics, founded and instituted a 

Militia from the chosen noblemen and freeborn men of the Gallic nation, under the denomination or 

title, and the rule of the same most glorious and always Virginal Mary, Mother of God, of Mont 

Carmel, desiring that it should proceed continually and prosperously, with religious step, ordained by 

and based upon pious and appropriate rules, and granting the prayers humbly laid before us in the 

name of the same King Henry. 



II. That for all time to come in perpetuity soldiers of the said Militia issue a profession of Faith 

according to the articles proposed and approved by the Apostolic See in the time of the blessed 

memory of Pope Pius IV, our predecessor, in the hands of the Great Master of the same Militia or of 

someone who should be deputed by him, and that they consign it, signed in their own hand, to the 

man who will have charge of this Militia’s archive. 

III. And on the day on which they take up military habit but before they take it up, that they should 

confess their sins sacramentally and take the most holy sacrament of the Eucharist. 

IV. And they should carry in cloaks a cross of yellow-brown or smoky-brown colour that bears the 

image of the said Virgin Mary in the middle, and should carry out another golden cross on which 

there should be an image of the same most glorious Virgin on either side, hanging from their neck by 

silk of the same colour. 

V. Moreover they should issue prayers of obedience and marital chastity to God and the same most 

glorious Mother, Virgin Mary, and to the said Great Master of the Militia, appointed according to the 

tenor of the aforementioned foundation. 

VI. And whenever the order is made by us and the Apostolic See, or by the Most Christian King of 

the French existing at the time, to the said Grand Master, they should fight against the enemies of the 

Roman Church. 

VII. They should recite for these things on individual days the office of Blessed Mary or the Crown 

with as much devotion as they can. 

VIII. On feasts too, and when they are lawfully unimpeded by the days of the Sabbath, they should 

hear the holy sacrifice of Mass. 

IX. And they should abstain on Tuesday (feria tertia) of each week from the eating of meat. 

X. Moreover on any given day of the festivities of the most glorious Virgin Mary, and especially in 

Mont Carmel, which is accustomed to be celebrated on the 16th day of July, they should confess their 

sins sacramentally, and take the most holy sacrament of Eucharist. 

XI. And on the same day of the festivities of the Blessed Mary of Mont Carmel they should 

congregate together in the place to be denoted by the same Grand Master to celebrate this festivity 

with devotion. 

XII. Finally, by means of commendae, which will be founded according to the tenor of the 

aforementioned foundation, and which they will obtain, they should and must pay the accustomed 

privileges and payments to the treasury of the said Militia, just as the soldiers of other Militias are 

accustomed to pay. 



XIII. Moreover, because the soldiers of the said Militia must consist of the subjects of the Most 

Christian King Henry according to the tenor of the aforementioned foundation, we decree and ordain 

in perpetuity that they cannot in any way serve under any leaders without the express permission of 

the said Great Master, under the penalty of privation from the status of the said Militia, and we order 

and enjoin this to be observed by the said soldiers. 

XIV. Notwithstanding any Apostolic constitutions and ordinances, or any other things being contrary. 

Issued at San Pietro in Rome on 26 February, in the 1608th year of the incarnation of the Lord, in the 

third year of our Pontifex. 

  

 




