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The Solemn Vigil of Easter 

EAS~ER .E\~E "was the on~y SaJnrday of the w1:01e ~'eal'. on 
whICh i!lstmp: was pCl'lmUed b:v the Apostohe ConstItu­

tions (1). The fast on thD.t dav waR of the Rtl'icteRt character, and 
at Rome not even children \vere granted a dispensation. " 

A verY old Eastern tradition held that the paro11sia would 
take place 'at midnight on Easter Eve: each year on that day the 
faithful waited jr~ a"we for the second coming of the Redeemer, 
hut as soon 1S the hour of midnight passed, they celebrated the 
feast of Easter with great ioy (2). Whatever the value of this 
tradition it is certain that the clU~tom of passing the night before 
Easter in prayer, .is very old. Tertul1i::m speaks of this eustom as 
a law whose origin was lost in the mists of .time and frorn which 
none could he grunted dispensation (3), Easter night was spent 
hy the assembled faithful in prayer and supplication, in the read­
ing of the Scriptures and ,in hearkening to the exhortations of the 
hiRhop : the whole serviCE' culminated in the blessing of the font 
and the baptism of the eatechumens, followed immediately bv 
Mass shortl~· after midnight on Easter morning. Excepting the 
hlessing- of the font and the baptiRill of catechumens, this was 
the l1sual way, ,in the Brd centur~', of sancNfying the night pre-

0) 00nst. Apost. 7, 23; ThE"" Apostolic Constitutions, attribuwd to Cle­
ment of Home, proba hl;\' were compiled at the beginning of the 5th 
cent. llear Antiocl1', The~· are fonnd in Migne. P .G. 1, 555-1156. 

(2) "Uncle reor et trac1itiol1em apostoIicalll permanRiEse, et in clie vigi­
liarulll J>asc'hae ante noctis dimidiulll populo~ dimittere non liceat, 
eX[lectantes ndventum Chri!'>ti. Et postquam iUud tempus transierit 
securitate praesumpta, festum cuncti agunt diem." 8t ~Terome, 
("olllm. in J\ft. 25, 6; P.TJ. 26, 192. 

(3) Tertullian speaking or tIle difficulty which would be caused by the 
absenc(' of th(' Christian wife from her heathen husband during the 
whole night of the Paschal vigil ,says: "Quis denique Solelllnibus 
Fascllae !tchloctantem securllS1 sllstinehit?" (A.'d uxorem, IT, 4; P.L. 
1, 128. 
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cedina each 81lndav-the ceremonies 01 Easter Eve have preset·v-,.., . 
ed intac1' the 010 ni~'ht service of the Homan Church before the 
introduction of the night office of t.he BreviarY in the 5th cen-
tury through mona,stic' influences (4). . 

In the 1a1;e1' Middle _~ges the \vhole service of the vigil was 
transferred to the afternooll, vespers being added, bninging about 
a curious anaehl'Onism by which after having celebrated the Re­
surrection of Our J.Jord we are taken back a. few hOUl'8 before: in 
fact the antipnon of the lIiagnijicat speakfl of the visit to the 
tomb on the cYenin!:! of 8at.uJ'dav. while the deacon had alreadv 
announced in the Gospel that. ('hrist had riflen at, davvn of th~~ 
"prima sabbati". The anomaly becamp- greater when later the 
whole office of Eaflter Eve was celebrated in the forenoon. 

In 1951 Pins XIT re-established the Ea8ter vigil but "facul­
t.ative" for that year only (5); the following year a new decrcp 
p-xtended the time to ancther t·hI'ee veaI'fl and at the same time 
intl'Oducing certain modifications and addition8 (6). The restored 
EaRte!' vigil eannot be .conflidered simply as a return to the cele­
bration of Eaflter Eve lIccording to the rite8 in Ufle at Rome in 
the fir;;t centuries of the Christian era; various elementFl which 
hail accl'ned durin~' the eentnries were retained, some anachro­
nif'ims and anomalie;; were taken away .and certain new elements 
snltp-d to Ollr times introduced, < 

The first purt of thf' liturg-y of RasteI' Eve comprises the 
hIes.sing of the fIre {md ot the paschal candle, and the Ring.ing of 
the "praeeoninm pa8chale". 

The hleflflillg of the fire is something altogether foreign to 
the ancient liturgical trfldition of the Roman church; no men­
tion of it is fonnd in the "Ordine8 Romani" (7). Most prohably 
i: j~ one to t1 sort of ('Ompromifle' which was effected at the time 
of Charlemagne between the Gallican Use8 and the Latin riteR. 

(4) SCHUSTF.R. Lih-er Rllcramentorum, vo!. 4, Jntrort. pp. 2-14. 
(ti) A.A.S. X)'''XlII, :1, pp. 12i-137. 
(6) A.A.S. XXX TV, 1, pp. 48-63. 
(7) Thp. "Orrtines Romani" rtescrihf' the cercmonies observE'rt at. Rome 

during .liturgical functlOns. From these Ordines Romani the cer~­
monial of bishopR llas bl'8n derived. The oldest Ordo belongs w thE' 
6th or 8th cl'ntnry, the la~t (the 15th) to the fifteenth century. 
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Various Fathe:'.'~. (8) bear testimony to the existence of an 
evening service in many churches; thi's was a sort of symbolic 
offering of light which the church at that hour consecrated to 
Him who was the Substantial Ij]ght: in fact the phrases used 
by the Fathers or found in the various liturgies, as lumen offerre, 
oblaUonern solemnem reddere, 11lcerna. accel1Ra, reddere sacri,N­
('inm, all point out to this symbolism. This rite of the Elf(;harist.ia 
7ucernari8, as St Greg-ory of Nvssa stvles it, most probablv o1'i­
g-ina:ted in .T e1'usalem itself, and its orig'in might be soug'M for in 
the nrimitive lituraieal denosit which the Ohurch borrowed from 
the RYnag-oQ'ut'. The rite. it seems. consisted in the liahtillg of a 
candle or lamp near the lectern nt the beginning of the Rmlday 
vigil, as a SOlt of symb0lic sacrifice of light burning in honour of 
Him who is "I.mmen de T,umine" , who came to oiRpel the oark­
neRS of the world (9). 

The E1wharist.ia T.Ju(~ernarig of the Easter Vigil was per­
formed with grent solemnity; we find it repeateoly 1'eferreo to 
in writers from the 4th century onwards (10). It' wns known then 
as the La/ut Cerei and it T1ertained to the deacon's office to sing the 
praises of the rerellnJ. ThiR fact shows that the La1/s Cerei was a 
clerivation from the rllccn7Griu1n or JiJlIcharigtia Lucernarig whic11 
was a ceremony r~served to fhe deacon. One cannot explain other­
wise the imp()rtMce g-ivrn to t'he den con in the first part of the 
eeremonies Jf F,,~stel' Evp. 

(R) St AMRROSE ,TIp YirainibuR: "Sol(,lm1f>~ ol'ationes ... sunt dE'fe­
rt>ndae ... horn in('ensi.. .. " (Ub. Uf, c. IV, n. 18; P.L 16, 237) 
ST ,JEnOME. Ep. eVIl ad I,aetmn: "nrcE'nsaquE' Incerunlrt l'pil­
dere sacrificinm vef'p('rtinum" (P.T,. 22, 875). 
PRUTIE1-i TIHS, no. !j of th(' (!aT nn prin nn hymns, "ail incensnm 
lucernaE'''. 

(9) Tll(> ritE' was [lccompnnied bv thE' singing of psalms: ps. 140 seems 
to have been the E'vening Dsalm "par f'xcellence": it is still so in t,hE' 
.Eastprn ('hnre,h. At Nola DP. 1~1 se.('m~ to hav(' been used for 
the E'v<'nirog ~Arvice. The Antiphonal'Y of Bangor for the ('vening s('I'­
ViCA has ps. 112 and the great doxolog~-. The rule of St Cesar (,f 
Arles mentions that tIle evpning service comprispc1 the LlII~e1'na')'i1(711, 
the DlIodecimil (12 psalms:), a douhle lesson and a final hymn, For 
further details 'lee Sd1l1ster Le. 

(10) C~TiI of .Jernsalpm, in his introductory Catechptical lecture (§ 15) 
spHakf' of "that night. that darkness shows like day", an'd Eusebiufl 
records (De 'vit. (!nn.~t. 4, 22) that Constantine oooel'ved Easter Evp 
with such pomp that "he turne'(l the sacrecl Or mystical vigil into 
t.he light of day" by means of lamps. suspE'uded in every part, and 
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vVh;le Ri .Tcrume disapproves of the Laus Cerci in a le.tter to 
the deacon Praesidium (11). St Augustine mentions the lines he 
wrote "in landt: quae/am cerci" (12), arid the fathers of the 4th 
council of Toledo explain wh:" the "lncI'Tl1a, et CMellS in '[i'revigi­
lii.'! Paschac" i:3 bles8en (13). 

At Homc the Lr!1/S (;e1'(~i was a, late introduction. ,Vhat St 
Jerome sa.ys in his lctterCYTI ad TJaetam seems to imply that 
(;w>ning devotion~ in Home were a private affah' popular with 
ascetiC's. And th0u12'h the Lihel' Pontificalis seems to attrihute the 

;;('t-Ung up huge WaXe(l colnlllns through the whole city. \Ve find 
l'('fel'pncl' to thl' samc' custom in St. Grcgory Nazianen (Drat. 4.'2 "r 
Pasrh J who speaks of ])(,I'''Ol1S of all ranks, even magis.trates and 
men and boil'S of rank,. carrying lamps, Rnd setting up taprl's, 
hoth at home and in th(' ehurche.s, thml tUl'ning night into day; 
and again (Ot'ot. ,P) d('scl'ihes this hiero Ill/.X n,; "torch-hearing" be­
ing as it were a Jl)'()dj'(l1Il().~ or forerunner of the 'rising of the great 
light, Christ. St Gregor~' of N~'ssa al~o descrihes the hrilliancy of 
the illumination as a doud of fire mingling with the dawning rays 
of the sun, tl"d makiq; the eve nnd the fe~tival one continuous day 
without interruption (In Chl', ReSitT. 5). Fromthr poem of Pru­
dentins (Hymn. 17 ad iIlCCIl8. I:erci pasch.) W'l learn that the church 
was illuminated wit-h lamp!; dep0n{1ing from the roof, reminding 
tht' spectator of the sta]'r~' firmament". (Quoted from Smith Cheet­
ham, Dictionary of Christian Antiquities, .Tohn 1\Iurray, London, 
1908, art. R[tl'ter. Ceremonies of). 

(11) Praesidium. a deacon of Placentia, hac! aflked St .• Terome to write 
for him a "Lans "erpi". The saint ohjected to this as he consider­
ec1 the 1a118 ('erei to 1)(> unworth~' and ulledifying to the liturgy of 
oft-he "]IUI'(!!:t,hecaus,l "Yirgilii totm; Georgicorum libel' profertur 
in medium"; besides although "haec iucunda gjnt ... quid ad diaco­
num, (juid ad Ec('Iesiae sacramenta, quid ad tempus Paschae ... cum, 
tacente epi('opo, et preshyteris iu pleheinm quodammodo cultum re­
dactis, Ievita ]oquit.ur, clo('ctque quod penr non c1idicit". 'rhe Scrip­
tures are against thi, eustom: "nusquam ill Dei sacrificium mella, 
nnsqual1l eerai u~um, sed IlIcernarum lumina, et oleo rotos vidpbis 
C'gniculci,," (Rp. 18 nd Praesidium, P.L. ilO, 188). 

(12) "Quod ill laude qniclllll1 eerei hrC'yitpr versibu5 c1ixi: 
HakC tua ,unto bona '<unt, quia tu bonus ista creasti. 
Nil nostrUIn est in ('is, uisi quod peecamns 3mant('s. 
Ordine l1('gieeto, pro te, quod COll(litur abs te". 
All ~[SS have cP/'ci (not creat()ri.~) and this seems to b(' the trne 

rending. (De Ch'. Dei, ]5, 22; P.L. 41, :167). 
(] il) "Lucerna et cereus in praevigiliis Pasehae apud quasdam ecclesins 

nOIl bp1l0diclllltur, et cur a nohis benedicantur inquirunt: proptpr 
enim gloriosum noctis i])sins sacrampntum solemn iter haec benedici­
mm, ut .. He>;urrectiollis ... ~fysterium ... in benedici-ione s::tnctificati 
IU11lillis snscipiamns" (Coue. 'foI. IY, can. 9). 
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Intl'odudlOll of the J-,au~ Cerei to Pope ZosilUt:::; in 417 (l-!), yet 
tile Gl'egoriu:l Sa<:l'lllllclltal'Y hu~ no Inclltioll of it, and thc Ordu 
ROmQ1/ils [ •• 1e~cr:bing the rites of the Eu~ter vigil in the 7th-8th 
<:ent,urv says that LUllS c('rei wa~ still in use onh in the ~uburball 
citurcl{es (Ei,. I " 

:\t the r..Jateran the~e Were the rite::; : on :Vlaumlav Thmsday 
about the time of Nont'. fire was produced from flint to light :1 
candle placed 011 il recd, i!cIcl by ll> IIwHsionariul;. On Good II'ridll.'­
a1)(l 011 Holy Saturda \" tIlt: candle WU::i carried by the archdeacoll 
and by the 'youn~e::;t bishop. On Maundy ':[lhurs~lay at the con~e­
cratioll of thtj ch:'islll a large quantity of oil wa:,; collected in three 
lU:'ge va"e:,;. :Pope Za<:hary (+ 75~) in his letter to Boniface says 
that the tradition of the Homull Chun:h was that on Maundy 
'l'hursd[;y three lamps of more than u~na~ capacity were set alight 
in SOllle hidden :,;pot of the chur<:h with oil sufficient to last till 
Easter eye; from these lamps candles and other luminaries were 
lighted on that da~- for the cerelllonie::i of Baptism. 'rhii:l rite was 
attended by some solelllcity as Pope Zachary in the letter men­
tioned prescribes that a priest (or bishop?) should officiate. No 
ne,v fire was blessed on Hol:- Saturday as these large hmps were 
providing it. Therefore at HOlue .)tl Easter Eve tben' ',",I;':) onl~: 
a procession CUll! 8uppliti si/mltio with a candle On a reed and the 
ui:lual Deven lighted candle;.; carried by acolythes. 

Later on a fusioi1 or' varions rites and pm:'er,s took plat:e as 
we have said an!1 tillS fu::,ion resulted in the ceremonies of the 
morning of Holy Satnrc!a.\". 

'l'he rubric;; in our ?lIi8sals for the morning office on Holy 
Sa,turdaysay: At: il, <:ollYell!Cnt hour the altars are dressed but 
the candle~ 'are not lighted till the beginning of the Muss. 'Oul­
side the ehurch fire i:,; struck from a fljnt anll coals are kindled 
therewith, after which tile priest before the clll1reh, if it CUll 

convenientlY be clone. otherwise i l1 the ven on trance of the 
ehureh, ble~:;es the ne~v fire. ':['11e blessing is ~Ione by the recita­
tion of three pmyers, \vhi<:h formerly hall been intended for lile 
Ji!:thting of the evel1ing candles nea!.'the lectern at the beO'inniu<y '"' v, to to> 

of the holy vigil. Only later were tho::le prayers transferred to the 

fl4) 

(15) 

The I,iiJer Puuti1kaliti ~a~-s uf Pupe ZU~illlUS: ('per parochias cOllces­
sa licentia ct'reos helledi(·i". 
"Et hie ordu cerci beuedieendi, in suburbanis civitatibus agitur" 
(P.L. 78, 960). 
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iJle::6ing of the fire through a misunderstanding of the rubrics in 
the Middle Agetl. '1'hese prayers are more adapted to the blessing 
of the evening ctUldls thelYl to the blessing of tire. 'l'his anoma-ly 
itl del1l'er i:1tl i'cgunltl the prayer which ilJlmediately foHows for the 
blestling of the grains 01 inceutle. '1'he .; incensulll" mentioned ill 
the pri.1yer id not ineentle at all but the lighted ealldle ': this is 
ei:1sily continued frOlll the reference there is in the prayer to the 
eustom of di::;tl'ibutiug to the faithful bits of the blessed eandlu 
i.1S i:1 clUClalllenttd (lG). '1'hi.:l custom Wi:1S not in use at Home: in­
t:iLei:1d on the lUoluing of Holy 8aturday the archdeacon mixed 
liquefied wax with oil and frolll this mixture smalf medallions 
kno\\'l! ,it:i A U JlIl;; Dei (17) were mi:1de alld distributed to the faith­
ful on Low Hundav. 

In the restore"d Easter vigil the a.llolllaly meutioned has di::;­
appei:1red : of the four prayers only lhe first ha2 been kept i:1nd It 
icl the one more easily adapti:1ble to the b:essing of the fire (18). 
The grallls of illC~ense are 110t blessed at all, but as soon at:; the 
prayer hat:; been recited the priet:;t spr,inkles 1)01y water on the fire, 

(10) The pra~'er run~ as fulluws: Yeniat quae;;ulllus, ulllnipoten" Deu,,:, 
~uper huc ille, mmm larga tuae oenedictiunis infusio; et hune 110C­

turuulIl ~plelldurelll iuvhibili>: regeneratur accende: ut non solulll 
~a{'['iiieiulll, quud hac Hucte litatulll est, arcal1a lumil1istui admix­
tiulle refulgeat, sNl ill quueumque locu ex huius sanctificationis 
lllysteriu aliquid fuerit deportatunr, expul~a diabolieac fraud is 11e­

(Iuitiu, virtns tuae Illaiestatis assistat. Pe~ C'hri&tulll. 
In th" new Ordu fu!' the restured Vigil this prayer it; w:led for 

thE' bles~ing u;' the PUbellal c:lllulc, and th~· word cerOUT/! has been 
added tu il!('(/lolllII. alld the word iJltclldc substitutes acccndc for 
the Pal'<:hal Candle is already lighted. ' 

The custom of distl'iiJllt,ing bit:; uf the Paschal Cundle to the faith­
ful is also mentioned 1),\ EllllOdius of Paviu (t521) in th«; two Lall.~ 
,;en'i, he eUIllJjosed, A survival uf thL cU;,jtom lllU;)" be ~till noticed 
amung us ill the faet that t.he faithful asks fur bit:; of the Tenebrae 
l'a~ldles ur uf the three eamlle::; un the 1'l ed. 

(17) LatH on the Pupe himself as>;it;ted at both the olesoing and distri­
butioll. The great eOllseeration of tllG Agnus Dei took place only 
Oil the first ~'ear 0:' the pontificate and every seventh year after­
\I'ards, Ivhich rule s dill obmryed. The disC's of the Agnus Dei are 
brought to the Pope on \Vednesday of Easter week to be consecrat­
ed and then t.hey are di»tributed by the Pope himself on the fol­
lowing Saturday. 

(18) Formerly the priest was not bound to recite the four prayers which 
are founcl ill the ':\fis~·al fur the blessing of the fire: he could choose 
anyone of the fnur. Later the four became ohligatorJ'. In the new 
Onto, only the first has been kept. 
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puts iueense in the t.llllrilJle, blessing it in the usual manller, ami 
then iueellses the fire. 

In the lllumi llg' u!Jiee of Holy Saillnlay, aftcr the blesHing of 
the fi1'0, tile dout'oH puts on white vestments a.nd takes the reed 
with the three e:mdles while the proce>:iSiOll starts for the tLitar. 
A thllrifer goes first ~w;th all acholyto 'I'.:ho carries in a plate the 
five graius of ineellHe, thell follow the subdeacoll with the craSH 
and the eler"" ill order then the deacon with the triple candle 0" , 

reed and lastb the pricl:!t. \Vhen the deacon comes into tlh~ 
dlUr~h an aeholyk, who earriel:! a eandle ,vhich has been lighted 
with the new fire, lights one of the (:alldleH on the rod; then the 
deaeOll I:!iugs LUIi/'c1! Christi anu all kneel uown answer.ing Dro 
gra.tia.s. He sings ill a louder voice Lumen Christi again in the 
middle of the church when the ::;econd vandle is lighted, and still 
lOlllle!' before the a Hat' whcn the thiru candle .iB lighted, all :mean­
while auting al:! before. AlTived at the aita,r the pr,iest goetl to the 
epistle side whi:e the ueacoll taketl the book and after asking the 
priest's blessing, goes to the GOf:>pel side to chant the J>raecolliuJIl 
Pab'c/znle. At a eerta,ill mowent of the chanting of the praeconi11111 
the five graintl of incel1Hc are stuck III the candle .ill the fOrIlJ n[ 
It crOSH, soon afterwards the (:andle is lighted by ll1ealls of one of 
the candle.; '.Hl the rod ulld lastly the lamps of the ehurcll ar(~ 
lighted. As 1:!0011 us the Praecolliuln is finished tlle deacon chang,~s 
illto purple VCl:!tillents allll the reading of the pl'Opheeicd Legitls. 

In the rite uf the rc::;tored vigH these cerernonie3 have beell 
substant,ially changed and brought more into conformity witb 
the various all(;ient rites of which the present rite is a fusion. 

In the re:;torcd vigil the blessing of the Paschal canule takell 
place at the entranc/';' of the church. As soon as the fire is blessed 
an acholyte brings tllt' Vai'chal candle to the eelebrant, who witll 
a Htylus cub ill the candle, at the point ,,,here the grains of in­
cense are to 00 fixed, tlv: sign of the CroHH and the letters Alpha 
and Omega, and 1110 ,veal.'. saying: Chrisius lleri ct hodic, prillci­
piulIL et jillis,1!!)lw et. Omega, ipsius SUllt te11l1)Or(1., et saec1l1a .. 
Jpsi ylori.a et ilHperiulII pcr l1niveroa aeternitatis saccula. Amen. 
'rhe deacon ~hen present,> to the priest the grain of incense l which 
if not yet blessec1~, are by the celebrant in silence sprinkled with 
holy water and incensed. The priest then fixes the five grains in 
the candle saying: Pu SUl! sa.nota vulnera, gloriosa, c1Jstodiat, et 
conser'va.t nos. ('!:ristu8 Dominus. Amen. Then the deaeon takes 
a small eandle \yl!ieh has been libO'hted from the lleW fire and O'ives t:;> ~ 
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it to the celebrant who l.igbts the paschal eandle saying: Lumen 
ChriHti iflutiose T';/jUrI/Clllis di/jsilJal U;nc0ras curdis et menti8. 
'rhen U;e priest blesi:i~s the' paschalcalJ(lle with the prayer for­
merly used to bless the five grains of incense (H!). '1'he lights of 
the church (tre all then extinguished, except that of the paschal 
candle. The deacon puts On white vestments, takes the Paschal 
candle and the Pfoce,!Os;oll starts, L~ thurifer leading, followed by 
the subdeacon \"ith the cross, the deacon with the lighted pas­
dlal candle, thell the eelebrant,., the clergy in order and lastly 
the congregation _\." SOCIi' as the deacon enters tile ch urch he 
lifts Hp the calldk and sil1gs 'lumen ClIristi. All l\Jm:l c1lYWn and 
answer Deo (lJ'{rtias y,hile 1he celebrant lighb hii:i candle from the 
Paschal candle. III the middle of the church the deacon sings ill 
a higher tone LnlHcn Chrisii, all genuflect again answering Deo 
(fratias, ,1Ild the candles of the clergy are lighted. Lastly before 
the altar "ill medio chop:" the c1eacoil sings in a yet higher tone 
Ll~me1L Chri:;ti, :111 again kneel and anSv\'er Deo gratias and from 
the Paschal canlUe the congregation's candles and the church 
lamps are li~·htec1. rrhe priest then goes to bis place on the epistle 
i)jc1e of the :1lta,r. the 8ubuT.'tlcon with the erass to the gospel side. 
thed€rgy to the:!' place;;. The deacon places the PaC'chal candl!' 
in the middle of ~he sanctuary on a small support, takes the book 
and .asks the blessing from t.he cplehral1t. He goes thell to the 
lectern, which is covered with a \vhite cloth, pnh; the book on it. 
a,m1 incenses it; he tllell incenses the Paschal candle going round 
it. All then rise and the c1eacoll chants the Praeconium, having 
the :Paschal eandle in front of him, the altar on his right and the 
church's nave on his left. r1'he PraeeonilllJl i& SUlIU. withont stop­
]>i llg', to the end. rrhe ~'derenee to the Hol:--' Roman Bmperor 

·found in Ollr ~:Ii~sals is :oubstitnted by a prayer for those, qui '1108 

/loleslale reUllilf (20). As soon as the Pra.ccolliulIl l)(l8clwic C1Hb 

the deacon takes pU~''p1e \'estmellts and the prophecies are read. 

(]9) 

(20) 

~~he lighting of the Paschal Ca.ndle before the 1<Jx811ltct take~ a\\'ll;' 
another anomaly from the "ol'1uer rite: it was rather strange to sing 
the praises of the lighted candle when it wac; still extinguished. 
The Ilew words are: . 'Respice ctiam ad eos, qui nos ill potestate 
reguut .. et il1effabili rietatis et misericordiae tuae l111Ulere, dirige 
cogitatioll('" eorulIl ad itlstitiam et pacem, ut de terrena ojierosit.ate 
ad caelestem patriam perveniallt emu oll111i populo suo". The pra~'­
er recalls tIll' anci811t formula of prayer for those in authority. CCr. 
e.g. at Clem. I Cor., 60. 61. 
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The rite of the restored vigil has introduced ag'ain certain 
ancient uses in the bles~Jng of the paschal candle. The signing 
of the candle with a cross seems to be verv ancient anc1 at first. 
perhapR. the sign of the CroRR on the can die was made with holy 
ehrism in Spain, at Milan, in Gaul. Later, on account of' the 
ambiguity of the rubrics. which therefore were c1ifferently inter­
preted, the t'J'OflR waR made on the candle with a Rtyln."l or, some­
times, the (',rORS was mac1e with a reed having a lighted candle. 
The introc1netion in the rite of the five grains of incellse is due to 
a miSI1l1c1erstanc1ing of the term incer/.~llm in the rubrics which 
was meant to refer to the lightec1 candle anc1 which was taken to 
refer to incense. The five grains of incense were in use at Rome 
in the 12th centnr~'. The new rite has kept the insertion of the 
five grn,ins ()f incense a'i 11 seconc1ary ceremony, anc1 thev are 
blessed onlv once not (a:; in the morning rite) eacl1 veal'. Fixing 
them in a ~'al1(11e the ~elebmnt says a short prayer c;mposed sp~­
cially for the new rite so aR to point out one of the Rymbolic 
meaning;; attached in the later Midc1le Ages to the grains of in­
cense i.e. the five wound'; of OhriRt. The main neremonv of the 
rite of the blessing of the paRchal candle is the sig'ning with the 
('ross, ,,,,ith the Alpha and Omega and the c1ate of the year. Even 
the prayer Raid during the signing of the paschal candle has been 
compoRed for the new rite sn that everyone m1i2'ht see that tllP 
pa.schal' c a;r. dIe symholises the risen ChriRt and that the feast of 
:Easter iR the day round which the whole liturgical year evolve.s 
itself. The tracing of the figureR of the current year formerly, 
in many places, be'(mgec1 to the office: of the c1eacbn. The trac­
ing nf the letters Alpha and Omega mav have originatec1 in the 
mozarabic rite whose lectionaries more than other liturgies gav£>. 
it Reems, more importance to the Apocalpse from where the two 
Rymbnlic letters are rlerived (21). In the late Midelle A[!es there 
was aho tl18 use of attaching inscriptiollR of variouR kinnR to tlw 
Pa>schal C!l·ndle. 

The order of the procession in the new rite has been changed 
so as to give principal place to the pascbal canelle around which 
the whole ceremony of the procession is centred. The most no­
ticeable change i" that the reed with the three candles is no 
longer used. vr e hwe a Ire a,d y mentioned that at Rome in the 

(21) "Ego sum Alpha et Omega, m·irons, et nOVlSSlmllS, prineipinm et 
fini~" CApoe. 22, 13). 8f'e on thiR' point, Dict. Arch. I,it. J l 24-25. 
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Nth centut'Y only (l)lt' candle on a reed was carried in proeess:on 
'It HOlll(' ;~t tll~' Lateran. 'Phe candle may have become three 
from 'the fact that there was the use, menti~ned in the Ordo La­
teralwnsis (22), of joining together the number of candles so that 
the light COlll,l not he ea~ily exting'uished bv the wind. I.1ater the 
(,ll](l~eo; were kept se]larat~ and the inevit~bl(' symbolism easily 
expla.;n;; wh.v the lllllnbel" of candles on t·lw reed was limited to 
tlll·et'. Neverthdeso; a 5th eelltUl'yJer,tionarv ()f Jernsalem and the 
7th eentnr.': GE'orgian JCJllanG1"i(;J;' mentlOll' a triple candle (tripwr­
tilllS reU'l/.d ligh~t'd h,I' tllfc bishop. Before the 10th century the 
llSE' of the triplt' candle alld the signing of thE' LllmeJl Chrisii 
wt-rE' tmlmown ill RmllE', tl lough they had Iwen introduced in thE' 
:I :3th celltun, The I,ll.men Cllrlsti ma·\! have heen derived iroll' 
1 he R pan if;l~ litun~'ief; through the Ga,micall rites and reRulted d 
Home in a fnsiol1 01' V,ll'IOllS rites at the time 01' CharlemagnE'. 
\V'lmt happel](~d ~eem~ to \w this. The one candle mentioned hy 
the 8111 coentur,Y ()rdo ROil/aI/Us ill time became a triple candle: 
this was kept when the Paschal canrUe and the La:lls cerei \Tere 
;ntrodnced ir, the ROlllan rite. Each of the tluee candles were 
lig'hied successively In' ll!eanS of a small candle from the ne\\' 
fire and each lighti~g- greeted by the singing of the Lumen Christi. 
Lastly the Pascbrd candl(~ its(,lf was lighted by means of one of 
the three candle", All thi::.: shows that either the triple candle 01' 

the p:'sclw; candle was ~edllndant, and this is why the U/'le of the 
triple ca.ndle IJaR been discontinued in t.lw new rite, and the Pas­
chal candle !ig'hted nt the beg-inning of·the procession. 

As WE' have already mentioned the E:rnltei WHS a late intro­
duetion in R:))lle . it is' not fmmd in the Greg'orian Racramentan 
but was ,,·dded in the supplement to what ha~ been loosely called 
the sacramentarv of ,\.drian. It has been recentlv attributed to 
Rt .-lmbrose 1,23)' and the earl iest manuscripts in whicl'! it appears 
nre those of three GaIIic:llI sacramentarjes, i.e. the Bobbio Mif'­
Ral (7th cent.), the MiRsaie Gothicnl11 and the Missale (+aI1'jca­
Illlm Y<-tu..; (8th cent). III the Holy Saturday morning ceremonies 
the grains of inCl"l1Se were afihed at the words incensi 7z1l1118 ga-

(22) "Din('0I111S plnrE's ,~and<lns in unum gIoUlE'ratas ne a vento Ifwi­
tE'l; flxtillgnantUl", nb ijJ!30 11€l1E'dieto igllE' accell~os reportat". Cfr. 
Ami dn Clergl), ]852, n, 12 p. 18~1. 

12:1) n. CAPELLI, o.s.n.: L'exultet pascne oeuvre cl!' Saint Arnbroise, 
::\fiscE'llnnea Giovalllli Mercnti, ,olnme I (Rtlldi e T<'>;ti, ]21), Citt:t 
<Jp] ,\TflticallO J946, 
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(miicin1n through a misunderstanding of the "aCl'ed text. 'l'he 
Paschal candle and, soon after, the lights of r.he Church were 
lighted! at the 'vord accendit : formerly t1 long braYllnt was intro­
duced llPon the "'ford to fill in the panse which might othenYlse 
occnr in lighting lhe candle, Tn Ital,v in the 10th ~11ld 11th centu­
ries the text u[ thf'. pracconiuli1 was snng from long strips of 
parchment graduall>' ellmlled as the deacon proceeded with the 
(·hant. 'Chese Exs1J Het-rolls ;were decorated with beautiful illumi­
nations dmwn upsicl0 c101yn 80 that when unrolled over the back 
of the lectern the~- could be admired upright by the eongreg'ation. 

After the Ersultet in the morning service the twelve lessons 
were read in a low voice by t11e priest at the epistle side of the 
altar while ~hev \Vere read aloud in the church. 'rhe llew Ordo re­
quires that n l'~ctor reac18 them in a lond vo~ce in the middle of 
the sanctuary ill front of Llw Paschal Candle having the altar on 
his right and the· congreg'ation Im bs left. The celebrant, the 
dea.con tmd subdeacon, the clergy, and all the people hear the 
!'eading sitting. The priest therefore in the new rite does not read 
what the lector ip. readin;: aloud: this ,i;:; a return to the former 
custom of the Cl~urch--onlv in the 17th century was the rubric, 
obliging the priest to reac \~hat was ,;:;ung, introduced in the miR­
salon account of the disiractionR of the officiating priests at that 
time! In our missals the lessons are called Prophetiae while the 
canticles are stvled Traci'tls. These title;:; were int,yoduced in the 
] 4th-15th century and the new Ordo puts back the former titles 
of Lectiones and Cantica. Probablv the canticles formerl:v were 
sung whole; they belong td old Latin version anterior to tb'e Yul­
gate. A very ftl1Clent traCi.ition, probably derived from the Syna­
gogue, reserved for the morning office the chanting of such pro­
ph.etic canticles. These Lectiones were sung (in Rome) without 
title or benediction at thc foot of the papal throne while two snb­
deacons with torehe3 gayc light to the reader. Thev were sung 
TI11st in Greek then in IJaiin, a custom which lasted'till the 15th 
century in theol'\' at least as the Pope often dispensed from the 
reading of the Greek text (24). After each lesson there was the 
Oremus, Flecta.mus genua. and the collect. After every three le6-
cons a respon>'oril1ID waR sung first in Greek then in Latin. This 
\VaR the observance originally oommon to every vigil: so in the les­
sons of Holy Saturday wc have the only surviva1 of the form of 

(24) The Ordo Roma'nns X, 11, 17 has: "Si Dominus Papa velit". 
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the [).11cient Roman Office hefore mona"tic influences changed it 
altogether .. St nregory hail reduced the lessons to six,. but ,:;oon 
al'ter the fOl'lnel' trad;tion of twelve Lessons was reintroduced. At 
nan1 in the nth ('entnn~ four lessons wcre read. The new Ordo 
has reduced the numbe'l' to four lelssons i ,e, besides the first, the­
three lessons (·ft11 8th ani! 11th) \vhich were followed by a ean­
j iell;:;. 'rhe 8th le.'~on iws had the first sentence omitted and in 
the 11e.,y Ordl) hei-:'ins 'with, "Ill di~¥ma f>rz:t qenncn J)omini" (25). 
"\fany litl1l'g'ists hase regretted this redud;oll of lessons chiefly 
hecr111se the 12 1e;:;so11s, as we have sa id. was one of the verv rare 
inshnees ;:;till extani of the primitive rite of f1 vigil both In the 
Ba,s! ;l11d the vVest. Rome have even snggested that one eould 
be permitted the !'ewl ing f)f the twelve lessons if it was HO rles.;rerl, 
psppcially as SOI11P as really adaptpd to Easter night and (hp col­
II'd;:; !"lll m;:;plvps a~'e trnly ~tl'iking. ~!\'l'e0rding to the Orao of 
19152 it is 110 longpr the f,l!hdeacon, but (which is more propp!') it 
is the deacon who givps th~' orc1er for pndmg thp ~ilent prayer (26). 
Thesp fpw moments of silent prayer after the reac1ing of the les­
son before the co:leet ,H'e now enjoined by the rubrics of the ne,\' 
Ordo. 

In the Morning Rel'viee ·as f'oon as the prophecies were endea, 
if the dmrch had no haptismal font, the litanies \verp sung. the 
priests and miniqters lying pl'Ostrate on the a.1tar steps, and ris­
ing to go to the sacristy tn vpsi for MasR at the invocation ppc­
('atores, ip roq.mIH8. alldi 110S. vVhile the choir sang' the J(lIrip of 
the. litan~', tbe priest anil tIll' ministers began the ::vra,ss in the 
lIsua 1 manner and. after incensing the altar. the Glorla. was 
i'llng. If the ehuJ'('h had a baptismal font, as soon as the prophe­
{'ies were l'pa;1. n proce,osicn wpTlded iti' way to the font for the 
hlessing, \vhich finisheil, all rpturned to the sanctuary singing thE' 
litany, the pril"sl anrl H'.iniRters prostrating' them~plves on the 
a·1tar .steps till the invOCHl :on Peccato1'('s etc. 

In the new Ordo substantial ehangeR have been introchlced. 
As soon as f;11e readin!:;' of the lessons ends. two eantors start the 
~inging of the litan~' (which is not duplicated) while a.Jl knppl 
dow1i. If the church has no baptismal font as soon as Prop1:till~ 

(2ii) 'rh0 first paragraph ha, 1)0011 suppr0SSe;'[ hy the llew Ol'do of 1952 
after thp S. C0l1gr. of H ites ha(l reef'ivecl various I'nlggpstiolls to ha \'0 

it omitted. 
(26) Tt is tllEl dell('()n'~ office to give s11('h orders t.o the congregation. Cfr. 

P.g. It!'. llhwl I'st. 
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Cl:lio is. dHllltel[ Bupti::'lIlal vow::; are renewed. If the dlUl'ch har:; Lt 

bapti::;lIlal fOllt, LlUl'ing the singing of .the fir.st part of the litanies, 
ill front. of the J:>abcbal t:ancUe, tU full view of the congregation a 
large ol'lliite bu::;ill ib prepared with water to be blessed. During 
the blct)::;ing the eelebrant will htce the people having the Paschal 
eandle on his right and the subdeacon (27) with the proce::;::;i011'11 
ero::;s on his left. The blessing of the waler it) that which is found 
ill the HOlllan :Missal hue olllitting the Sicnt; CerVlll:l ivith it::; col­
lect, and the >'l)rillking of th~ people with the blessed water be­
fore the infusing of the holy oils. As soon as t,he blessing of the 
baptismal water has ended, 11- procession is formed with a thnrifcl' 
preceding, folluw~~d by the :mbdeacon with the eross, the deacon 
with the basin of the water, and the celebrant: the choir llleall­
\vhi1e sings the Sicn[; /JenJil8 and when the "vater has been put iil 
the font the celebrant yecites the collect and incense~ the font. 
Then all return to the altar for the renewal of the Baptismal vows. 

·If the Baptistery is outside the Churcil, if so preferred, tlw bless­
iug of' the water mliy take place in the Baptistery. In this case 
as soon a,s the invoeatiop Sancta 'Trinita-8 IlJl.lll:l De//8 hut' becn 
~;aid, ·the pr'ie~t, preceded b.Y" the pl'Oce::;slOllal cross and udlOlytes. 
tlle paschal c·andle, uncI the clergy. goe::; to the font while the 
cantors ana the people I"Elllain ill their place~ chanting" tile litull.\·. 
repeating a::; often as nec'essa!".\' froll! Soucla M a.ria, 0((( pru I/O (il·8 . 

As SOOI1 a~ the hlessing ;s accomplished all return for tht; rellt'­

wal of the baptismal ,"QViS • 

. Probably tb,· ellanti rig of the litany was prilllarily illtellaEcl 
to keep the cOlltzregution piousl~" oCl'upied in the church while 
baptisrns were b(~mg achlinisterecl ill the Baptistery. 1n t.lw -:\·Iid­
clle Ages in SOllle: ehureilc'; the l'UStOIll preyuilcd of challting the 
beginning of the litany 'wLile guillg" 10 the fOllt and the final part 
of the litallY while rctunitlg·, but tlll'g"n'atel" Ilumber of till' 
dmrches sallg ihp. Psallll ()u;;IIW.dIIlUdu/II desideFat CMV1I8 ,,"11;le 
proc.:eeding h; the fOIll. I I: tlte Ordo or H}51 tile ehauting or Ul(~ 
Sicut C(,TVUS was prescribed during the proeessioll to the Haptis­
~ery if t.llL' b!es~illg ·01' the wate~· was Jlelcl there, but in the 1952 
Ordo the 8i~ut c.~rVlls was resen'ccl for the procession with thl' 
b le~"'ed ,\'<1 ter a t the en d of that part of the c.:eremony of Easter 
Night. Logicall~' sp·;akill::.! the Siclft cerV1l8 with jts colleet ought 

(27) 'l'he Ordo I1fl.~ "a siui"tris lllini:;trUlll stallhml cum eruce", but 
whell speaki1lg; of the l'l"oce:isioll "to till' fOllt with the blessed water 
the ero~s-bearer is the subdeacoll. 
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to precede the <1l1ll1inistwtion of Baptism-the chant expresse::; 
the ardcllt !lesil'c of the sacrament - and it would be a proper 
thillg to have the Baptism of adults administered during BasteI' 
night after the ble::;stng" of the waters. '1'he l',ite, as we have said, 
is that container1 m the Homa]) Missal with a slightcbange ill 
the punctuatioll of the first words of the Preface which now rum; 
LtS follo\\7s: DOl/u:ne, sall,:/e Pater, olll1lipoierzs aetenlC DellS (28). 

Bwster Eve was the cJlief time for the Baptism of catechu­
mens. r1'he first seventeen catechetical lessons of St Cy 1'.!1 of J e­
l'USalelll were de! ivered during the weeks preceding Bastei' for 
those \v110 were to be baptised on Easter Eve, on which day he 
pronounced the ] 8th imtl'uctioll, and on Easter Monday in the 
10th lesson he explained to them the deep meaning of what \vas 
done on the evell ing of their Baptism. vVhen the soldiers broke 
in the Cathedral at COlJ'stantinople on Easter Eve to arrest St 
,] ohn ChrysostolJl there \\·ere 3000 eatechumens awaiting Bap­
ti):;m. In the Ordines RO}lwmi of the 8th century it is prescribed 
that the Pone after havi}lg" himself baptised some catechumens 
would leave the rEst to be baptised by the priests. white lie went to 
l:he nearby oratory {)f the Holy Cross where the neophytes as soon 
as baptised would go to receive COlltirlllatioll from the Pope. 
'J'hel'e were two 1111ctiol1.3 with the Chr,isll1 : the chrislIlatio done 
by the priest Cll the head of the neophyte as soon a,s he was bap­
tised and chrisllwUs si(fnolio performed by the Pope. r.rhe people 
remained in the church chanting the litanies repeating the invo­
('"tt"OIlS first seven times, then five, then three times. For this 
re<"mll in the f{)rmer' Orclo (fo[' the morning service) the invoca­
tions were duplir:atecl. In the llew Ordo th'-e 01d Roman custom 
of having the people and the cantors remain in the church chant­
ing the litany, while thG celebrant is in the Baptistery, is still 
maintained, but the litan~' is llOt Juplicated. We may note, how­
('vel' that the ble~sing of tht" baptismal water at the baptistery is 
a concession, si pra,c,feraiw-. The principle underlying the new 
Ordo is that the whole rite should be seen by all the congregation. 

The renewal of the Haptisrnal vows is something altogether 
new to the liturgy of Hol~- Saturc1tt:v, but a rite wen adapted and 
needful in our times. 'rhe celebrant, changes into white vest-

(28) The whole que$tion of tllf-' punctuation of the first words of this Pre­
faee is fully discw:,~ed in Eph. Ut. 65 (11:'51) 101-104, 66 (1952) 
282·283. 
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lIlenb (:!9) , ineen~e~ the J:>a~ehal ealldk, and llWIl, either [fUll I 

tIle ::(! nett"n:!',)" 01' from the pul pJ ,he add:'e~ties the eongregatioll 
inviting the faithful to reuew their B,lpLislllal VO\Yti: the words 
he use::; ,[re rlerived fl'0111 St Paul's letter to the Honmns (:lO) anJ 
]'1'0111 St ~\ugllsti!:e. The rite enlt" with the r<::eital of the 1Jord ';.; 
Prayer <tIlt! the "p!'inlding of the congregation \v;th the hol~" 
water, extrae.ted from till' basin dUl'iug the bletising before the 
infuclioll of the holy oils The 1951 Ordo pcrmitlell tlw use of the 
ve:nacukr in [hose dioc':sPs wh(:1'e the lan!!uage of the people was 
partly pel'ltl itted for the adm i ni,::;trat ion of Baptislll. The 19,")2 
Onlo permits the Utie oJ the vemaeular UUiqllC locorulIl but tlw 
vernacular version must be approved by the Ordillary (al). 

The cOIIgregation \\Could he better disposed for this renewal 
of vows jf it WPl'e possible to have the administration of the sa­
eramellt confelTEd to ISOll,t:' persons, pos3ibly aclults-in this ease 
the word" of the HanD ifjilnr (pro his ... quos regenerare dig-natus 
es ex tll].ua d spil'itll salldo) \vould be more true. 'l'his has heel! 
clone in lllany phlces wllEl'e the restored rite was eelebmtec1. r 1I 

"ome place" also all hUll candles ligbted for the renewal of the 
Baptismal vows r32). 

After tillS renewal has been accomplished the second part or 
the litany is challted to the encl. If Hoiv Orders are eOllfE'l"rE'd 
the prust"ration :.rnd the l)(~nedidjoll of th~ ordinandi takes place 
llOW, othcnvise tire lihllY is elHllllecl \vhile all knE'l" I. \Ve [Wl v 
notice that '-ixCt~!Jt in th~ ca·sE' of onlinations the prostration 1}'0 
longcr takes place as it is ill eontr<:.,t with the processional dlamc­
ter of the jitmy. 

\Vhen f-h(~ litan'.' is leJ'lllilluipd the celebrant amI the lllini:-:­
ter go to tll(o sael"ist~- to ,"est for 1'.1 ass , while the Paschal cand ll~ 
is l'elllOYfd from the (:8U11"E of' the sanctuary to its plaee in the 
large cancllestick on ~he (lospel side of the altar. 

III the lJew Orc1e. :.\{as~ i~ ,celebrated as iE the HOlllan :vriSC;lll 
but the, Psa.]m Jlldira awl the confession are ondted. While tltt~ 

(291 If he ha~ not alread~' assumed white vestments LJeeans(' he has ad­
minbtered the SaCrallH111t of Baptism. 

(~30) 6, ·I-H. 
(:n) 'fhi, .. is in line with Wh·Lt· io said ill tlw (Ill'. :.HediatoJ' Dei: "Ill HOIl 

panelS ... ritillus vnlgati sCl'monis nsurpatio \"tIlde ntilis apnd po­
pululll exi$tel'e potc,:t; nihilolllillllS llllius Apostojieac Retli" est id 
cOllecder(" . 

(:32) efr. Eph. Lit. 66 (1952) 53-7e, 



76 MELI'l'A THEOLOGICA 

cautors are singiug the Eyrie the celebrant proceed::; from the 
::;acri::;ty, goes up to the altaI', kisses it and inc6n::;es in the u::;ual 
way. vVithout ::;ayi1l5 the l{yrie when the chant.ing ends he i11-
toues the Gluria, the bells are rung and everything proceeds :.1':> 

Llslla1. 
'l'11e 1!ruyer::; at the foot of the altar, which fOl'mally were 

tiaid by the p"ie~t a,,'a private prt:paration for Mass, had since 
the IHth-14:th century become obligatory and since Piu::; Y in 
157U oHiciallv inserted in the Missal On the ne,,, Ordo of Easter 
l~ve thev cere" omitted for there is no rea::;on for them as the whole 
precediY{g rite::; are a sufficient preparation for the Sacrifice of the 
Mass. In the new Ordo even the last Gospel is omitted for there 
is no reatiOll to lengthen the ceremony with another Gospel, only 
added to the Mas::; with tIle Mi::;::;al of Pius V. 

'l'11ere i::; nu introit, for all Illa::;ses cOl1o~uding a vigil had 01'1-
gillaUy 110 illtwit; at HOllle the introit: was added at the time 
of Pope Celestitle I when Mass was no longer preceded by the 
Yigil office. '1'he Ea~ter Eve Mass itself, properly speaking, had to 
begin at the oH'erlory ,tIle collect being the cone1u::;ion of the 
litallY. Therefore th,.' epiHliL- and Go::;pel of the Mass are also later 
addition::;. 'J'he." were adlled ahout the Gt·b-7th century \\7hen the 
relation of origin between the twelve lesson::; of the vigil office 
and tlw epi::;tLe and gb::;pel of the Ma::;::; was forgQtt·en (in fact the 
epistle and gospel of the lllU::;::; represent the last relic of the vigil 
prayers which ill the early'centuries preceded the Ma::;s). 

No lights are carried at the (ioHpel, uut whatever s."mboli('d 
meaning the llledieval liturgists gave to this rubric it is certain 
there was llO need for lights to sing the Uospel as lile P<1l:icha-l 
CamUe \\'olllcl have beer, t!llough. 

The Offertory Chant IS omitted as the .Ea::;ter Y1gil Mas::; ;,.; 
older than the introduction of tbiH elHllIt ill the Ma;::s at HOllW. 
'1'he sallle reaSOll explainc the omissiotJ of the Agnlls Dei awl 
the COllJlllullion dmnt. 

Tho omi,;siol1 of the Agnus Dei, more espeeially of the illvo­
cation dUlw lIobis pl1uem brought about the :-uppression of the 
"is::; of peace whieh at Rome took place at every Mass. 

We have already lllentioned the anomaly which was caused 
l)y ending the l\Iass with shod vespers when the service was 
transferred t(. the afternoon. In the 1951 Ordo the vespers were 
suppressed and l\lass ended with the priest's blessiilg, the last 
Gospel being olllitted. Thl-; 1\:)5:3 Ordo introduced a liew ritc Pro 
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L(l;ltdibus to substituteicllc P1'O Vesperz:s of the morning office. 
The onlv'difference betw('en the prn l' e!;peris and the 2Jro Landi­
buS' is the a.ntiphon for the canticle. 

In the 1951 Ordo. as tihere were no Vesper8 at the end of 
the MaRS, a Communion antiphon was inserted: it was the Ma­
gnificat antiphon of the Pro Ve8peris of the mOl'l1ing 8ervice. 
Some liturgi8h regrettec1 that in a reformed rite an antiphon. 
again8t whieh many ohjc>dions had been moved, war; still main­
tai1l8d (~~). One of the memher8 of the Liturgica.l C'ommis­
l'<ion (M) gave two 1'ea80n8 wh~T the text was kept. But when the 
Hl52 Ordo 8ubstitutpc1 a Pro Lalldib1l8 for the Pro Vesperis the 
antiphon for the Renec1idus became that which i8 in the Breviary 
for the TJHUa,· of 11~a?tel" "Rt valde mane". 

The Pra Vl'wperig was introduced in Rome, from Englanr1 
ana France, in the 12th century; before that time, communion 
was given in silence. Outside 'Rome in the 10th cent. the chant­
ing of tlle !lllcl11ia was i ntl'odllced ;lnter on the psalm La.uda.tl' 
Domill'll1ll and the Maqllifil'at to fiU the time dnring which com­
munion wa,s bein!Y di8tributec1. \Vhen the 8ervice wa'8 fran8ferrec1 
to the mornin,;.>: a:nd few or no people received communion, con­
sidering the time of the day, the chanting' of the pl'<alm and can­
ticle were considered to bp a 8ub8titnte for vesper8 (35). 

The report8 from all the placel'< where the re8tored rite was 
ob8erved have been very enthusiastic and all those who have tried 
it are in favour ')f its ~etention (~6). r.J111f'l'e have been 80me diffi­
cmlties but these have he('11 a.h'eadv overcome (';1' anctnriiate in the 
Ordinatirmes of -!-he Sacl't'd Conp:egation of Rites pnbli8hed with 
the Ol'no of Hl!)2 (37), 

Tt would therefore he no vain hope to see thi8 rite extended 
to the whole chnrch so that for all Christ,ians Ea8ter Dav ma." 
hecome again \V hM it wa..:; formerly, the 801emnita8 801emnitatu~. 

(~~) 

(~4) 

(~5) 

(36) 
(37) 

J. IJUPT. 

One of the ohj€'ctions is that it is a faulty 1'€'ncl€'1'ing of Mt. 28, 1. 
A Bugnini in Comm. ae) Deer. (Suppl. Eph. J"it. 1951, p. 42, n. m. 
"Illterpretatio mutata non est: 10. quia eundem textum l'efel't 
etiam perieopc eval1grliea Missae vigiliaris, et opportnnum visum 
est expE'ctare omnium pericoparnm litul'gicarum revisionem, quae, 
uti creditur llrogr€'SSl1 temporis fiet; 20. quia ,textus melodiae BubE'st, 
neque prev€'nienda €'l'ttt, in hac materia, revisio generalis". 
Cfr. Ami dn O1e1'ge, ]9;;0 n. 12, P. 1~2. 
Eph. JJit. 66 (1952) pP. ;"L76. 
A.A.S. x..~lV, 1, pp ;'0-!i2. 
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St Thomas Aquiilas and the ~I heory 
of Wages 

THg subject I hnve ('hOf;~n l?r d~is "l~ort study may pnz­
. zle those whn are nur C]lllte Janllhar wlth the great work of 
the Angelic I'uclor and may allluse those versant \v!th the pro­
digious edifi:::l.' 01' the SUlIlma. 

'I'o both I ,,<sh j'O point out from the start that, with all my 
love and admiration to tlw great Doctor. J am not going. in the 
course o[ thi" paper. to p'ove that St Thomas prodnced a com­
plete and eXball:'l~i\'e theory of wage:; a~ we know it to-day, 01' 

that he evell pr('J)Qsed tll deal specifically wit·h this problem. Tf 
\\'e wcre to E::X!)('N this from a man \vho lived in the thirteenth 
century, Whell tIle problem of wages as we know it to-day, did 
not l'xist. would be as llnreasonable as jf ,ve were to examine 
wlwther St. j'l!ullIas ever condemned atomic warfare. But since 
rhe illtelh"ct of the Doctrl' was almost limitless, and so b~' follow­
ing closely his prin<liples we may deduce whether atomie warfan, 
is lawfnl or illli, so J hc'pe I shall be ~ble to show you that St 
'1'homu:; gave us all t,be necessary principles which form the hrwk­
hone of the cnl'l'('nt Catholic tJleory of wages. 

A tlwory (If wages, if it is not a theoretical or mathematical 
pnz)I;le, must llec:cRsarily depend on the notion of eeonomic life, 
Ivhich the economist who tries to advance the theory, must ine­
,oitab1y have. 30 let 11" ;:;(~e first the Doctor's concept of economic 
science. Tn 2, '.he. q. 50. art. :3 of the Summa we find this defi­
nition in the admirable concise style proper only to the great 
Doctor: "Fin;" nltimus oeconomicae est totum bene vivere se­
cundum dornc:,:t'l:am eOllversationem". Here we find the first 
due-a very inlpnrtnnt. one, to the whole attitude of Ht Thomas 
to eCOllom ie and social problems. 

Bo, for t1!c; :\ngelie Doctor the ultimate scope is the welfare 
of maIl, hut not. just the welfare without any C]ualification. Tt 's 
thc welfare <]ualified by "totum". Let us pause for a litt.le, since 
T "hall have tl.: recall your attention to thi" important definit.ion 
later on, and see whether St 'Phomas' concept of Economies 
agrees or. differs with that of modern non-Catholic economists. 
rI'o-day economics has reached a stage when no ethical principles 
(,fin hftve a ,'11ace in eeoncmic analysis. vVhethel' the behaviour of 
the (,onflllmer ;;1' that I)f the producer, of the wflge earner or the 
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entrepreneur is hein o' analvsed no J'udgment is valid if j,t hap-t"> <I , • 

pens to be based on ethical or mora.! p~·inciples. The ~rend ]s. to 
reduce the tcnnomic science to the state or a pure SClence WJth 
scientific princip!es and deductions applicable only to the empi­
rical phenoIDtil<1 of econ,)mic lire. '1'11is trend is so clear and pro­
minent in current economics that some leading economists, fore­
most llIllong iiherfl Prof. 1J;onel Robbins (1), my professor in the 
T londoll S·chool of Econcmics, do not even approve of the 'idea 
of having fLl1 econorrjc8 of welfare side by side with pure econo­
mics. 11'01' thcde the designation itself of welfare economics is 
simply absurc .. But even if we were to discard this class of eco­
nomists and were to st,udv the works of the OHlel' economists who 
not on1y approve of the 'idea, but have also written outstanding 
works on the subject, sLlch as Pigou, Pm'eto, Hjcks and others, 
\ve find that their whole .concept of the economics of welfare is 
wholly alien to the spirit of the Angelic Doctor. 'J.'heir whole idea 
of \velfare. i.n b,ot .can be easily reduced fo two or three Pl'opo--' 
sitions which &'1'e essentially materialistic in their concept and 
lead to nowhel·c. This !s one of the main reasons which made the 
other economist" grin a·t the futility of any economics concerned 
with welfare. Rl!lnming up, their idea of welfare is one-sided: 
it ma~' he the belle vivere of the individual, but it is not in an:" 
way the totU'IIi l)Gne vivere \'\'hich the Angelic Doctor had in mind. 
There eannoi he any bCJ1( vivere if it is not tdtum at the same 
t,ime. In other word" fo:: Rt Thomas yOU cannot divide the hu­
man personaH~' into tW() distinct COn1pal'tments, one concernec1 
only with the economic exigencies of the anima,l e1ement in man, 
fmd the other with the higher moral needs of the spiritual ele­
ment. The human bein;:t is a totn/11 and as such no economic 
welfare can be complete' if it is not, directed towards the fottlm 
bene ·pive·re of the individual. 

It is velT. ililpor~an~. I .think, to hold this philosophical, 01' 

rather non phJlosophJCal, attItude of modern non-Catholic econo­
mists in min<1, in o~der to appreciate adequately their position 
,,:hen they come .to dlscuss the theory of wages. So before I shall 
gr~Te yo~ the mam ele~ents or Thomisti.c thought which to m.\' 
mmd ~hll forms the baSH, of the Catholic theory or wages, I hope 
you wlll al10w me to delineate in a vel'\' sketch" rorm the tneorv 
current in nOll·Cathc)liceconomics. Spa.ce doe; not allow me t~ 

(1) Cfr. "An Essay on the Nature Iwd Significance l)f Economi0 Science", 
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~iscuss previous theories, which divorced of any ethical preoccupa­
tion, were tIll' l'l'ecursQt:; of the theory prevailing in our times . 

. Nesedhele8s, T feel that r must mention ~'ou just one theOl'.v, 
which t~lOngll (liffel'ent from the thcor~' I shall discuss, contains 
elemellts wbich makc it suspiciously a distant cousin of the ht­
(er. T am allndiilg' to the Subsistence vVage Theory 0]' as it is 
SOIllf'iime<.; 1;;111 f;t1, th~ Iron Law of vVag-es. According to this 
theol'"\- hmn:ll1;h is hv fl law of nature divided into two elas­
HC'S : '~he wf'alth'y dass and tbe workerH. These rece!ve a wage 
which hal'('Iy h~]l's thern and their family to subsi,c;t rrhis wage 
('an llCyel' reach a certain le\'cl, i.e, it can never go he.\'Olld llw 
snhs!stence level. If it were to he h ighel', the laholll'el' \vil:l he 
enennra~'ed le hreed a greater number of children. o.n('e this 
hqppc'IIc;, the \'.'ol'king· cl;tss will s\ll'ely merease in llUlllber anJ 
lWl1ce tb: 2~prl~' 1)11 the p~:lt of the laboUl' will increase morc than 
t~:(· (}emand for it nntil the \yage will have to be lowered to the 
suhsistence level ag,li1l. }'or I,assaHe .. the greatest exponent Il[ 

this law, ~here i'; no way of escape ont of this dilemma. vVhat 
really \Vorires any stlldell t of economic thonght, hO\veyer, is not 
IJassallc's law a.;; sueh, though history and experience disproved 
long ago much (·f \yhat lle considered to be asiomatic, but the 
insistence of L<1ssalle on 1 he rigidity of his law and the ineyita­
hil'ity of the con;.:eql1enees emanating' fonn it. 

T have mellLoned Lassalle's theory in the hope of demon­
strating now lJo\v this element of rigidit~, and inevitability is still 
pl'edominanj. in the current theory of wages, even if it is hasie­
HI!]v different flUm I'Hssal1e's. 

. 'l'he modern theory of ,vages has two main elements: (i) tIlE' 
element of ,.;)lr;pl,v :md demand; (ii) the marginal prodl1ctivit~· 
theorv. T <,hall givC'. a short account or these elements imme­
diatei.\·. As ;'eghrls the first element there ~s no need for our pur­
pose to give yon a full c1e8cript·ion how this element stj}i1 forms 
the core of the tbeory which is essentially still of liberal inspira­
tion. Br:sicle", the othel' element, the more important and deci­
sive, contains also the first one. Ro this 1S bl'!efi,r what economist:;; 
have in mind wl'cn they write about the margi~1all productivjt~T of 
labour. Aceorc1illg to them the most important thing to consider 
whenever we \VfJnt to estimate the value of the wage in a sphere 
of economic adivit~" is the size and the importance of the mar­
ginal pl'ochwt. For the sake of those among you who are not fami­
liar wil-h econol1·ists' terminology, the ten~ marginal product is 
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applied ill tlli" ,.:u:::e to tlw extr~l al,no,unt of output pl:oc1u?ed. ,by 
rhe III h Ull it of factor labour whwh lS Ju::;t on 1,11e lllargm of belllg 
ell! ployed or rc,ru::;e(\ elllployment. N uw ::;upp~se, for :xa.mp~e. 
that the Hth Lill~: of fador labour is capable of pl'odncmg dail~' 
<1 pl'udnct (tile l\wrginlLl prodllet) at a value of 15 shillings. The 
entl'ept'ellelll' ill chai'~'I:' of finll X will employ n workers if thn 
wage of othc'l' ,,,'()J'kers ill the :::ame occupatioll i::; equal to 15. Or 
to put the '3[Lllll: thmg ill a clifferent way, if the entrepreneur is 
[ree ill nxillg tbt~ wage he wiE give that \vage which is equal to 
the Talne of the marginal product. If the State imposes t~ milli­
lUUm wage thi,' l'ea':loning appl;es )u::;t the same. He will employ 
men until that wage equals the value of the marginal product of 
the last lllan or men employed. 

'fhis is the gist of the margiual prodllctivjty theory of labour. 
I said before that this is tbe current theory of wages. Now I wish 
to point oul tl1:1t thougl. thi::; theory i::; certainly the prevalent 
one at the lllOHHnt, I do not want to imply, however, that it re­
tains an undisput,ed position even among non-Catholic eC0110111-
isis. J u::;t to ~[1wte one rejJresentative opinion of unorthodox eco­
llomist::; : "There is no suell thing as a 'normal wage' or a natural 
rate o[ wllges' .. , 'l'he llDtlll'al rate of wages, like the 'normal' 
world to whidl it O(~lOllg". exi::;ts only in hooks and in the minds 
of men" (2). The pains which Dennis H. Hobel'tsoll of the Man­
ehester SelHh)l of BeollolL' :e::; take::; in order to dispel the ['!;Jars and 
doulJb., rif the oUler ecollollli::;ts about the validity of fhi::; theory 
show dearly that modern eeonomists are not un'~llillloUS in th~il: 
tn their opinioll about thi::; theory (a). 

Neverthe10::;"; the theory I have ju::;t described is, as I said, 
t If' prevalent oue at. the llloment.' '1'11 is (Jheol',Y, as you can "ee 
[or yourself, cOllsiders the worker It::; all artiele on the market, a 
cOlllllludity whOSE: p1'iee fiuctuate::; aceordillg t.o the trade situa­
tion. Even its ';[llne, the wage, i" ba::;ed on the ::;allle eriteria a~i 
1he "aIne of a (:o!llll'l}c1ity. If tIlis t.ype of anal~'::;is is intended to 
give a, rather :,eientific ti'eatlllenL to the wages-problem, but i", 
at ,the Sllme iillle, supplemented by a complementary analysi::; 
wluch would 0xplam wll:n the other aspeuts of the problem a1'e, 
then IlO once ('all fieriOUtib' object to thi8 theOJ·\,. Unluckily how­
ever, econolllists stop hero a 11('[ the result i~ a ::;oulless' theory 

(2) HAl\IILTON and .:'ILl Y: "Collbrol of Vi'u gGS " , p. Ill. 
(a) See "'VagI' Cl ulllble~" ill Econumic 11'ragments, 1:)31. 
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which lllay :lelight only those whose interest does not lie beyond 
pure ueonomic allalysis. 

Hovv di1l'erellt uoes the Catholic theory of wages sound both 
ill its pl'ineiples and their implication? But I can assure you that 
if it were not for the te:lching of the 81wlIHa our theory would 
never have been what it is. I shall explain myself in a minute. 

'['he whole Catholic theory of wages is based on some ver~' 
special notions about human personality, the nature and c1mrac­
ter of labour, the social aspect of ownership, the living wage and 
t he family W'lgc'. All these speeial notions derive their Uni(lue 
llleaning from th.: teachir·gs of the Angelie Doctor. That is what 
J intend to 8110W you in I he remaining part of this paper. 

No olle before St rl'hOluas gave such a complet.e picture and 
8UiCh i:iouncl teclch;ng about the essence of "persona". It is with 
this right !lotion of ,,,hat eonstitut'es the person that the true idea 
of duties and rights could receive a precise meaning. Iusinhaeret 
personae, and so a right is a special characteristic of a. being en­
dowed Vv'ith personality and hence it derives al1 its .meaning and 
illlporti.lllCe from a true llotion of personality. 'This all important 
Ilotion provides rhe essential difference between the Catholie 
teaching about the worker in tlle labour market and the modern 
theo1'v uf la v economi,cs v,'hich I have alreadv described. If the 
human pel's~n as such has an iillportance aU'of its own acnd car­
ries with it inalienable rights and duties, then it can never be 
compared to a eOnlmodit} , an article 'whose market value is solely 
dependent on the interplay of blind economic forces. 

J?rolll tll;" notion we can pass to the other essential notion 
of the nature and eharacter of laboll1'. About labour the SUIJl1lla 

provides us with a (1efixlltion of its iOcope. "Labor manuaIis" , 
writes St TllOllHlS, "ol'dinatur primo et principaliter ad victurn 
qnerendum" (4) 80 when man works, his first and main concern 
is to make a ]iving.-·'l'o be more precise, according to the defi­
nition of St 'PhO}llaS, lat,our itself is intended for this purpose. 
So m.all's labiJur is not intended primarily for the purpose of in· 
ereasmg pl'oc1l1cti()l1. as it is held implicitly in the current theory 
of wages--production folli)ws necessarily from labour but it can 
never he th~ princlpnl scope of labour, ,{nd consequently, the size 
of the rnargmal product can never be the only measure on which 
man's right L)l' :1 li,;jng should be measured. 

(4) 2, 2ae, q. 187, a. a. 
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Pope Le,) X I U in the "Uel'ullI N ovarum" e:hoef; the ~eadl­
ing of the SU,IIlII/G, when he Wl'ltes: " ... labour for wage;; IS lI.()( 

a thing to be ushulllecl of ,if we lend ear to right reaf;OIl and Clll':-;­
tian phiil)sopl,y. hut is lo man's creL1it, enabling him to earn hi, 
li\'ing in an honourahle '.\"<1/'. 

But St 'l'bOlllas is much clearer about the nature of labour 
when he writc:) '.bout the earningtO of labour. "Id enjm merc('~' 
dicitur. quod :tiicui recowpensatllr pro retributione operis vf'l la­
boris. quasi (Juoddan! pretiulll ipsius. Unde sicut reddfn~ iUtOtlllll 
pretiulll pro re accepta ab aliquo ef;t actus iustitiae, ita efiaw re­
compenf;are l:lercedem operis vel iaboris est actus iu;;titiae. 1 us­
titia autem aequalita'; CJw::edam est" (5). 

I alll f;ure you noticed the special emphasis Iaid by the Doc­
tor on the qualifying adjective preceding pretiuJIl. So, ror Ht 
'Phomas, the '''uge is a certain price. a particular type of price 
and in this \\"'ly he distinguishes it-from the price of a comllloclit.,·. 

For far l,'bave spoken of the general concept of St rebomas 
about labour and wagef;. We must now go a step further and ell­
quire \,'hether the. ~\ngelie Doctor by tbis "<Juoddalll pretium" 
intended to include the ljving wage (1'; well. '1'11e basic idea of 
Catholic soci(llogists wbenever they discuss Hie earnings of la­
bour is that tlwre can be only one type of wage and t'his is the 
living wage. Ref,:;rring u~'nin to the "Rerum Novarulll" we no­
tice that the Pope' stressc"., all the time the need of this wage. A 
Living \\"agel.- !lot a subs:stence ,vage; it is (1 wage which "huu1!] 
help the 'worker to live ({('centh- in a ltlllllller befitting- an intc'l­
ligent ereature ':'ildowed 1)~- (iod with rights and dut.ies whos!' 
source i,; mar,'s imlllortal soul. 

T think that a1':,0 ill this inf;Lance St 'l'hOllll1f; ;f; quite eblt" 
too: "Secundum (Juoil labor manualif; ordinatur ad yietulIl qual'­
rClldum, cadit sub Deee~si tate praecepti, prout est necessariUlll ad 
tale11l fmem" (61. N otiC'f' the emphasis he lays on the words 
"cadit sub i1eCesE-it.ate precepti". \Ve can easily dednce then, 
that according to tllP Doctor, no wage ,,,ill be in ;lceordande with 
the tenets of illst;ee. if it iF; not adequate to the vital needs of the 
worker. And knowing what the doctrine of St Thomas abou1, 
Illan, his nature alld seope is, there cannot he allv c1,)uht that the 
"~'nercef; labCJ:·io:.;" of St 'l'homtls is the iiving wage of fIle Buc\,. 
eltcals. . 

(~) ], 2ae, q. 114, a. 1. 
~6) 2, 2ac, p. IS7, a. 3. 
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H.ec:ell t and fairly recent Catholic sociologists have been 
teaehillg that the lllin(iuHlll should not only be a living wage but 
a family wage as weLl. 111 other words a minimum wage should 
provide for the needs of a normal family. 'I'his teaching has been 
officially endc,r;ocu by :P\)pe Pius XI in the "Quf1ciragesirno An-
110". So our iicxt question is : Has St Thomas included explicitly 
tbe family wube in bis 'merees 111boris"? Personally, I think 
we cannot find "'ny tex~, whieh could .iustify an affirmative an­
"wer, Bat W(~ ca~l ceria Illly agree ~hf1t it is contained implicitly 
in the texts J !l'<l\'e alrear.1,V quoted. How can we imagine, for ex­
ulllple, t'i1uJ '1 ., iabot' mnnualis ordilJatur primo et principaliter 
ad vidum (Ilwe]'c ndulll" j1 should be applied only to the worker 
without taking imo account b!s family towards which he is bound 
by special rea;:on') and ties'? And if the scope of economics is the 
"totum bene vivcre" of ihe indiyidual, how can this 'principle be 
saved if .it dOes Clot include his family as well? 

'1'0 this we U';,1,\' add :1 further argument; it is an indirect ar­
gument but, to my lIlind. it has its weight too. If we were to 
Gxaluine the l)est contribution of St 'l'homas to modern sociology, 
we would nol he:-itute to assigu this place to his doctrine about 
privlLte .. wmGl'::;hip. '],11e1'e are no a.rguments clearer than his to 
l1efencl bot:ll LIle right of private property and its social function. 
About f·be sucial fUl1Ct.iOli, he writes: " .. ,aliud vero quod compe­
tit homini circa res exteliores et usus ipsarum; et quantum ad 
hoc ]lOll debet h,)mo habere res exteriores uti proprias, sed ut 
conllllUlles, <Lt :ocilie'3t de faciE eas communi·cet in necessitate 
a.liol'um" (7). 

']'ogether with o~her texts, especially those where he shenvs 
wlmi cOl1stibtes the ~'sHperfiuous") St Thomas' mind is explicit 
Umt after a ':eriuitl limit, private owner::;hip shoud be used ill 
::iue11 a \\'ay tllut il!roug'h it may benent even those \vho form Whl1t 
in ltlOdel'l~ tilllC:S is called the "'pl'OI)erh'less class. So havin<". due 

"' , , ' b 

regarc1 to the social functioll of ownership, we can riglitly say 
thf1t the worker, besides haying by nature a right to a decent 
\vage, is entitled to it 1.11&0 on account of another title: the social 
function of OVd1el'ship. 

I hopeJ1r)w I lllay be aUO\vec1 to translate into the simple 
language of the Angelic Doctor the modern theory of wages:unc1 
show you, in IJ eOllC 111sive manner, how truly all the necessary 

(7) 2, 2ae, q. 6H, ,to 2. 
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elements are to k~ found in the 811 JlIIIIO. Th is is how the tr:1l1s1a­
tiOl1 goes: 

:Man works in (Eder t!! earn a living. '1'he earnings he receives 
in compensation for his work ~re only a p:1rticu1ar kind of prbce 
for man's wod{, \vhich is an emanation of his intellect :1nd will 
and as such can never have an adequate materia'! vah1c. Hence 
a real wage if' that wage whereby a man can satisf~' h i·', needs 
accol'oing to hi" natUl'e. 'rIlis type of wage is clue tu him I'.l~ 
j1lstitia. Dut 111,(1', as a worker often has io provid'e for the needs 
of a fllIni1~'. Ergo, ex insHia he is entitled to a family wage too. 
In this way, <J 1Hl in this wa:--' alone, the main scope of economic 
life, i.e. the tot::d welfare of the individual, will be achieved. 

I wonder if in the Smnlll{] anv of the essential elements of 
the modern theory of wages is mis~ing. I doubt that very much. 
J am sure, however, of one thing: that the modern Catholic so­
ciologist can TI11d in the :~ ngelic Doctor's Masterpiece most of the 
tools he needs for his job. 

H. OnHLLO. 

'-
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Un Malt~se Venerato NeUa Sicilia , 

A PO CA cl ist:~llza r1alla Illctl'Clpoli, nella p:vovincia, di Palermo, 
si tl'oYa Cinl:lll"Ltt, pic('ola (~itHI di circa {$,265 persone, la cui 

pnrl'oechia (lion e'& <"1le Ilna sola) appaI'tiene aU'Al'cidiocesi di 
PalE'J'll\o. 

In Via Cmberw Pl'imo, una delle stmde pJ.:incipali di Cimill­
n:1, e't~ 1n eh;e::;" dedicata al SS. Salvatore, affidata un tempo alIa 
cllm dei Pr dri Domenicani, oggi invece a quella dei preti seoolari 
(le1 hlOgO. Chiunqne entm nella ehiesa mano tenendo la destra, 
l1'OVerU, passatc c1nc eappelle, que-Ua del SS. Nome cli Gesu. Al 
fi;tnco sinistT(\ di ql1cst'nltima, \'; si trova la sacrestia e 11 dentrn, 
un qnadro ad olio 'J'appresentante la figura di un padre domenica­
no. Si l'iconosce ancora ben ehiaro il viso di queI padre, benche 
coll'andal' del tempo la, pittura sia non poeo ·stradita. Ne~Io sfon­
do, cl :etro Lt testa del Domenicano, quattro "olum! poI'tano questi 
nomi: (i) 81Hlillwe Diui I'liomae, (ii) 8. Thomas ·in Bpi.<dolig Di-ni 
P((~tli, iiij') Vil)i Tholllae c:atena' AnTea, (iv) Divi Thomae KT ... 
TJa mane sinistra, poi, del frate si posa su un aUro volume, 1a. 
Sat·/'(( niblia TT!! ph pill in bas~o dalla mano destra si osservano 
einque maccbie, le qual i Rarebbero state probabilmente gli avanzi 
eli cinque sig-mi. 

Dirimpettu aIh c;acr.'stia, alla destl'a cioe dj clli entra ne11a 
(~appella del SS. Nome cli Gesll, una porta e delle scale c-londu­
(~ono alia cripta. 011 di sotto dellachieRfi·. Lag-gill non ci sono che un 
nHarino. a.lC'ullf (>el111l.{' ({oculi) e he mne di vetro. In una delle 
l1l'rw riposa, la salma di un frate domenicano, i cui intestini ven­
nero tolti afl1nch('. eRsa rimanepse intatta. Et] intatta davveI'o e 
rimasht la sa lrna, sehbene aItre salme, a nche pill recenti e Rimil­
mente tratbte abbiano Sllbito la corruzione, PeI'o si veclp chp la 
salma del no"tro domenie&no Ri e annerita, in certe parti, cioe 
flf'l viRo, nelle mnni e nei piedi, mentre neUe parti coperte da,l­
l'abito )'pligioso eib non ,', RucceRSO. I..ia bocca rimane aneora oggi 
npel'ta, ma. :n Rembiante non fa pama, Perfino la mane destra 
eld Domenicano (" COS1 intatta che facilmente 10 si crederebbe ap­
[1£,I:a morto. Si pub 1:nche scoI'gere le traccie di un cilizio tutto 
intorno al polso, 

l.m 'Ralma gi:lCe disi't'sa su 11na materassa, con il capo messo 
Rn oue ('.uscini. R!camate da I)ualche mnno cli fanciuUa. si leggo-
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no suUa matel'assa queste' parole brevi>lsima: "PADRlB DJ 
"MAIJTA". 

-La pittnr& ~,d olio (> la salm,)., reppresentano tutt' e due un 
padre darnenicflllomalte3e : If.; PADRE SANTO GRECn. 

N eUa. seconda parte della sua re}azione presentata a1 Capitolo 
(-lellerale dei Domenicanicelebrat-o in Roma nei 1929, i1 Postu­
latore Generale dell'Ordine era d'avviso che oil Padre Grech e un 
8e1'vo di Dio eli cui si potl'ebbe inizial'e la causa di beatificazione. 

Di questo Servo di Dio in tendo dare una breve biogra~a, ?i­
chiarando fin da principio che n,1 m_io scritto non si deve attnbUlre 
altra fede fuorch(o l'urnuI:a. 

Quando rieiedeva am'ora qui a Malta, il Padre Santo Grech 
godev(11a fama iL sfmto. 1,0 attesta non solo l'Avvocato LS. Mif­
sud nel suo volume Biblideca AI aUese (Malta-1764, p. 135, no­
ta A), bend pure la docl1mentazione che si trova ne11a Giuliana 
del COllvento dei Pa::1ri Dornenicani di Va,uetta (v61. 2, f. 44). 

Lo si credeva santo (luesto nostro domenicano anche a Ci­
minna, dove l:l'a::;corse l'ultimo decennio della sua vita. 1,0 at­
testa questo la poesia che Minicn di Masi diede alla stampa Sl1-

bito dopa la morte del frate e che il Dott. Vito Graziano incluse 
nei suoi due volumi intit;r)lati Ciminna-M emorie e Docmnenti: 
l'uno. (Ja'nti e Td'ggende, T]si e Cost1l'lni di Ciml:nna, l'a1tro. 

Qui a Malta. i pill anziani tra 1 padri dell'Ordine Domeni­
ea,no si 1'iferivano a queslr, 101'0 confrate11o come ad un santo; COS1 
pu:e .,i riferivaa lui la gente che frequentava le 101'0 chiese ed i 
101'0 convelJti. In Sicilia. la. memoria del Padre Santo Grech '3 
l'imasta semp!'€; molto viva. Un mio arnico, i1 Can.eo Michelange-
10 Calcagno, Rettore di San Domenico a C'iminna, in una let,tera 
del 23 novem bre 1951, mi scriflse gueste precise parole; "La tra­
dizione su11e yirtle di P. Manto e stata sempre viva". In altre let­
tere i1 Can.('o Calcagno mi lllenlliono ad una ad una parecchie 
grazie che il Signore in auesti giomi, si e degnato di conceaerr 
ai fedeli per 1'intercessiolle del nostro domenicano. 

Cio lJOTl ostcmte. non e'.e stato finora ne9suno che s'impegnas­
se a scrivere il curriculunl vitae del Padre Santo Grech ono1'(OI 
della Chiesa e nella Patyia sua! Estata quest a una gra.nd~ man­
etlnza da parte degli 110:-::l1ni che egli ha tanto amato. Il 27 no­
vemhre 1950 il 0anonieo di Ciminn~a mi scrisse tra l'a1tro gueste 
pal"oll-': "Del P. Malta (come 10 chiamano) abbiamo si sotto uli 
sguardi :e venerate spoglie, ma non abbiamo una vera bioo-rafla 
('he ce 10 facc:a ('onoscere, ammirare, e venerare ... " Inoltre (~me 
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nota il ('anonico nelk lettera scritiami il 19 di('embre 1950) nei 
[;il>1'1 d'a88cntn dei Domenicani ai Ciminna, che si t1'ovano oggi 
nelJ''Cfncio di TIeg;stro de!la, medesima ('ittn, non s! fa nemmeno 
il ruin imo a('cenllO a 1 Padre San to G:·ech. Qnalche verso sn di 1ui si 
leg-ge ancora nclla (i1ll/i1l1l(J dei padri c10menicani della Vallet.ta. 
t' qnalche hmno pure" ;;(".-itto da F. Carnana Dingli, neUa Gal/p­
ria Maltese DhHa. 184(). RM.L. 1'Is. 1142, n. ]775 a). Pert) 
nb 1'uno ne l'aHro (lOCl1Itlf"lltO riuscirebbe utile a chiunque verreh­
be a scriYere il t,u1'riculultl vitae del Padre Santo Grech. Docl1-
mentaziolte senzn c1ubbio ntilis~jma. !Il rignardo aUa santita del 
Donwnicallo, (\ qnella fattaci del Paelre "Pilippo Barone, snperiore 
tlei Padri DOlllenicani a ('.iminna, e] Padre Francesco 'l'rapani. 
2\fa ql1esta 110n pretel1cb essere un curriculum vitae del 1'esto, i 
due !'ameUono e dit";hiani11o che clella vita del Santo Grech tras­
corsa qni a 2\1:altf~. "~olo qneste clue cose eral10 eSi:li venuti a sapere 
cbe (;io{~ ela fanc 1ul1o si mostrava sempre molto misericordioso 
con i poveri e ):d' indigent;. e che si era rifugiato in Oiminna dopo 
('he> yenne Ecenziato cla Malta. Non ci eli('Ono qnesti clue autori 
ne dove fosse nato, ne se mai in quali aItre cittiL fosse egli recato 
o'tl'e rr Prr1ermo e Oiminna. La lo~'o c1ocumenfazione aItro non rac­
ehiucle se non le "cie testimol1ial1ze cli co101'O che elichiararono sot­
to vincolo cli giuramento la santitu di Padre Santo e i miracoli 
dn, 1ni. fat.ti dllmnte la "ita e flopo ,presso gli abitanti di Ciminna. 
Qnelht c10cnmentnionee stata fatta cli moelo che servirebbe fa­
cilmellte eorne n11 procespo infonnativo richiesto ordinariamentp 
per iniziare la C:11lS~ d; lieatificazione cli un Servo eli Dio. Essen­
do elnnqlIP gli scritti eli quei clne donwnicani di gTanc1e ntilitn, mi 
(~ pm'so gi{)v8vole eli ;nda{!"are In 101'0 \'ita. E l'informazione ri­
ehiesta me I'hunllo ricnvilta i1 Padre M. Conig-lione, O.P. 11 
Can.co ]\Tiche1aJI,zelo Cnltagno. e i1 Parlre D. I~alma. Priord eli 
Arm DOlllenico eli Prdermo. 

Padre Filippo Hal'one nacque a C;minna nell'anno 18'2::-). Nd 
HHl si t1'ov<', come novi7.i(" ne1 convento eli Sciaccfl, e poi conti­
nnb gli stncli a Pakrmo TIel convento di San Domenico. Venne 
ordinato saCel'c1ot,~ primfl d011'ftnllo 18:19. € nel 1855 risieeleva gilt 
ft Ciminna. Hinnnci<\ nll'Ordine Domenicano, e gin da11863 ave­
va· preso eli nlloVO il nOllie battesimale, flueno cioe cli Francesco. 
Diycnto confessorc delle snore, e poi venne elevato alla clignita 
c1i canonico, eil](li pl'cse nllogg-io nella canonica dello zio anche 
esso cnnoni-co. Mod ne1 ]889 all'('th cli 64. 
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\:)t:li\"eml01 lli il 10 wurzo 1952, il Can.co Calcagllo mi fece 
llotare dIe Uit ('er~i) OIlCifr:() Lai:'orta, all'eta <.li 88, ancora richia­
IlH1 1ll0ltO belle il CUIl.CO 1'raneesco Barone cOlllO nomo ";.;erio e 
call1lo'' davvel'o; il mio amieo aggiunge quello che os.servano i 
prollipoti eli que! ex-elolllc~Jlieano, checioe iui rimase inmuuorato 
<.lei libri e del.::li ~tndj fillO aJIn mode, come se nOn avesse cessato 
di esse re il fl';lte llolllen iet,llo eli prima. 

Quanto aI Padre FltlllCeSCo Trapalli, ltllch' esso nato a Ci­
llliUlla Hel 1831, .3i nota che nell'anllo Itl58 studiava nel Wllvelltu 
eli \:)anta Zita, a Palemll'. Ne! Settclllbre 1855 venne ascritto e 
lllllllerato tl'll gli studellti di 'reolog;tt dol eonvo11to di S. DOlllc-
1Ii<:0, a Palenno. :Nel llovcmbre 185G, gill onlillato sacerdote, cltie­
se la sua :':ccoiul'izzaziolle. Di fath pero non lascio l'Orc1iue su­
bito e dai Hegidri d'Assento del convento di S. Domellico di Ci­
lllin;la l'isulta ··che llel1858 egli era considerato ancora come Stu­
llente Colleg;ale, b queli'anllo si occupava molto c1eUa statua di 
N. S. del Husario.b\di laseio eleiinitivauwnte rOrelille llel 18G3 
o Del 18G4, e si dice~ (~he fostie tmviato duI reito seutiero. 

I clue llutori. su eui c:i siull10 fennati or'ora, nwcolsero testi­
llloniallze d:: vislI r:! Ilwi itll, ciou lIo!urOllO per iseriUo tutto eil) 
cite gli abihnti (ii t'imillllll avevano osservato 0 selltito clire eli 
Jlotevoito nelia vita lId Padre Santo Grech. Ltt c1oeumelltazionl', 
si vede, fH htta 'la 101'0 lid 10;35, sieeollw n011 fanno rnenziOl1e di 
grazie COIl CeSsE: per l' in tcrcessione di Padre Sa II to clopo l' anllo 
185"1, <i cui ,;i rifer::-eono tome . '1' llnDO sco1'so". Proprio 11el 185.! 
era scoppiuta pe:' tutta la Sicilia un'epic1emia ch eolera, e la ve­
lleraziolle verso Padre Santo si divulgo di nuovo, perche a· lui 
molto sposso l'icorreva la gente e ua lui fu esauelita. 11 17 novcm­
bre 1855 la eolera scoppi,') ped a ~econc1a volta, e clura per tutto 
I'UUI1O: a Cimilllla ]It' caddero vittillle G8 pet'sone (veeli il Clior­
}Wle rl/: Stafislica, sorie S. fml{~.1, Palermo-1859). I cittadiui 
avrebbero certo r:volto allcile C[ue::lta ,"oIta le 101'0 preghiere all)a­
dre \:)an:o G :'edl. rero non ·abbiamo nelllll1eno un solo accenno a 
(Juesto neltl c10GUlI·lenta:;:;one dei elue sacerdoti siciliani: il che 
altro nOli im1ictl Sl' llOll cIte lJueUa vcnue ::lcritta dopo il 185J e 
prima del 1'1 llovelllbre ],855. 

11 :W di<::embre 1952 rni ,;cl"isse it Padre Matteo Coniglione, 
O.P. llotallclo che anni addietl'o, nel ID:ZG, il c1'onista del conveu­
to di Porto ~alvo dell a \'il11etta 10 aveva 1<1t.1o sape1'e che nel con­
ycnta di No:-;tm Siglloril della Grotta (Sidtlla Marija, tal-Ghar) 
si trova uua ,'ita del hdre Santo Gl'ecil "trascritta cla un l.ibro 
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::;tampato in S ~<.;ilia poco dopo la lllorte di lui". La vita che :t 
no::;tro eronista del eonvellto deHa Valletta, il Padre Marco1ino 
:Mercieca, aveva lllel1zionata come "traseritta" e proprio quella 
registrata uella G i1l1iallll delconvellto di N ostra Signore delh 
Grotta, quella ci·ye ::;critta dal P. Filippo Bat'one e il P. F'ran­
ee::;co Tmpani. Quel ma]loscritto pero, non venne mai dato aUa 
stampa. Ho cercato in diverse biblioteche, lYla non sono riuscito 
tt trovare ne la :suddetta Vita, nt' pm'fino il nome degli autori ne1-
l'elenco degli scrittori siciliani. Per fortuna ,il manoscritto 10 
abbialllo Ilella Giuliana (Vol. rv, n. 213, ff. 562-600) del conven­
to di N osh'a Signora delh Grotta a Rabat, trascritto nel lllaggio 
1886 dal cOlllpianto assrduo eronista, Padre Lorenzo Caruana, 
8.'1'11.1\'1. 

Gia da tempo prirna del 1886 vennero clistribuite qui a Mal­
ta delle cop;e dt'l manos(',ritto del Barolle e 'l'rapani, e non solo 
i DOlllenicalli del Ibbat ma anche quoHi deHa Valletta acquista­
rono Ulla copia. La copia man08critta dd convento de1l1a Val1etta 
YCllnc data a:la luee dallo zelantissimo Terziario Domenicano e 
Itlio curissimo amico, ij Signor Edoardo Asciak-Mifsud, P.IJ. 
(Vedi in-Natlla, 1910, pp. 964,973.981,989, 1005,1013, 1037, 
lOGO, 109:3, 1114, 1140, 1164, 1204, 1245, 1299). 

Da e,hi vennero tlistribuite qui a 'Malta quelle copie del ma­
noscritto Barone-'Irapan: contenente gli appllnti delkl Vita del 
Padre Santo GrE'eh? n cronista deHa Giuliana del convento del 
Hubat nOli ce 10 diCf'. Peru, dando UIlO sguardo aUa lista dei pro­
fessol'i della Regia Universita di Malta, si viene a sapere ehe 1)('1 
1876 la cattedra di Bcoflomia Politica fu assegnata ad un eE'rto 
Dottor Giacomo Sanfi1ippo, .il quale si rifugio qui a Malta a cau­
sa della' crisi politieH nella Sicilia e n€'1l'Italia. 11 Dott. Sunfilippo 
era cattolico fervente e l!ipote del Padre Filippo Burone. 8eco1)­
do quello che mi scr;sse il Can.co M.A. Calcagno in una lettera. 
del 10 gennaio 1951, il professor Sanfilippo mod il 3 ottobre 
] 880. Cootu i, puo darsi, a veva portato con se qualche copia del 
manoseritto deno zio, e per mezzo di questa vennero trascritte e 
distribuite aItre copie nell'Isola nostra. Il Can.co Calca<1no e di 
questa opinione, ed io per primo la credo assai verosimfle. 

1\li souu fermato 00s1 a lungo sugli scritti dei padri Barone 
e Trapaui perche, Sf'bbene nOn servano per il GltrricllUIIL vitae di 
(luesto Domenicano maltese rilevflllo ben chiara la santita della 
sua vita. Inoltre, ho potuto constat are a mia soddisfazione la ve­
racita della 101'0 documentazione. 
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Per (lUallto all' ill izio di qllt-'sto seeo1o, il Dott. \'ito GraJ!;ia-
110 si sia oecnpato di sel'l\'cre un curriculum 'Vitae del Pac1re San­
to Greeh, j1 frrtto stn dw ben poco, tl'OppO poeo, gli nuscl di ap­
prenden' in questo riguardo. Diede alLa sta.mpa solo questo :­
(j) un (lOelllllentc tlelia nomina di Padre Santo eOllle Slllwriorc 
del eOllvento .1; Ciminna neI 170::3; (ii) un suo proprio ·;-:tm1io el1t' 
attesta la veller3zione verso Padre Santo aneom ])lolto yiva ill 
tutta eim iUlla; (i ii) 1111[1 fotogmfia di lui; (iv) la poesia seritta (L\ 

':\lillieu di ~lasi in onore del DOlllenicallo di M'UJta dO[Jo Lt mort" 
eli Iui. Lauoesia e eli gr'lll Yalol'e, in qnanto ci diL ul1'idplt del.h 
gmnde vcneraziulle verso Padre Santo Greeh. Per fortuna, J! 
DoH GraZiallU ce l'ha cOllservata. Fino a poen fa, u Cillliull,l 
que"tu poesia e!'u l'1H1 delle eanzoni popolari del luogo. e, co;me 
Illi osservo iI Can.eo ~L':\. Ca1eagno nella lettera del ]0 lllaggio 
Hl52, e'e ancora 'chi la st:ppiu u memoria. 

T.Ja prilIla volt a che i1 DoH. Y. Graziano diede alIa 1ucc la 
poe;,ia del ~1asi fu nel 19]1, e la divise in setto ott-ave. IJa diedt· 
poi alle ;;i.ampc una secollda volta llel 1935, e la c1i\'isc in quai­
tordiei quartine, 

Nel1'ulhuo c1i febbra;o n.s., 1rovandosi il Canonieo Caka­
gno da una falliigIiu Ciminnese senU recitare tutta qualltw 1:1 
poesja, del Masi ean l'ag;riunta di una quartina che manea neHa 
puhblicaziol1d del Grazi<J.llo, Tin quartirm c lt1 seguente :-

A Ii se mist chi ianu muriu 
Iou sungu eli la frunti ei aft'aeciau 
Quannu dm rmtra In pitturlt;eim1l1 
Iu corpu u natra ba11l1a si vutau. 

[n Ttaliano ; vel'si si potrebbero tradurre come seguc :­
flopo sei meSl ehe Ini mOr! 
T1 sangne dalla fronte seaturi 
Quand"o li de11t ro il pittore seeSf' 
11 COl'pO aJil'a1tro lato si ·c voltato. 

:\linicll, SI vede, C il nome sieiliano per Domenieo. :-'fasi sa 
I'ebbe i1 cogliollle aneora c:oil1une a Cim:nna., 0 sarebbe il nome 
di :\1aso, cioe Tommaso. Ora, essendo i1 nome dell'antore eli quel­
la poe.sia Minicu c1i ~fasi (0 non "TYfinicu Masi) ,1nl pare pill proba. 
bil:e ~ire ~he M~si stia ~}er il110me (e non per i1 cognorne), sicch<'> 
~ll:'ICll t11 Ma"[ VI101 dire Domenico di TommClso. 

Spes~e vo:te [1 Ciminna sllceede ,a11che oggi che un indivi­
duo non port;· il proprio cognome, ma il nome battesima le del 
pac1r,~ 0 deEa lll:ldrf, OV;Cl'O d(;l 11011110 0 della nonna. Cit'D un 
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c:ocmpio llut~!lti(;o (propl'i(l come mc 1'11a ratto COllos<:ere il Ca­
l1011ico Culcagll() Ildla l('ttel'll dell'l1 gennaio 1951): un certo 
C;·:useppe Ciriucl-ione, abitl1nte di Ciminna, porta il nome della 
lllUlllllll1 Matllll e :mol l'ssel'e chialllato Peppe di :Mattia. 1 figli 
poi, porbno and,' essi il llome della lllac1l'e del 101'0 babbo Peppc, 
cioe MaUia. COSJll:JO dei figli si ,chiallll1, non Salvlltol'e Ciriuccio­
lIe, llenllllel)(O Sahatt)]'e di Peppc, ma Tnri (cioe Salvatore) di 
l\1aitia: C sCC'll1parSO, ciut'., i1 cognome e ne fct vece ill10111e bat­
lesimale ddl:.t llODiJU. 

Senz,l t1Ull1J:O . .\lillicl: di Mllsi ('onosceva dll vicino Pllclrc 
Sanlo; altl'imeuti non anebbe pOluto inserire qUef.ito verso· nella 
:mtt poesla :-

. "a LlltLi lIi vidia sanlificari" 
-voUe santi1i.car<:l tutti quanti. 

N el libl'o Calli£ (, LcUgclld c. C'si e CostulIli di Cimilma, il 
Dott. Gmziano o::oserva ehe "piil note sono le leggenc1e narratt' 
pure llel lihnl di l'l'nrlite del convento att.ribuite al Padre Sllnto 
Grech" ,e pel'e:;) he; pregato il Can.Go Cakagno eli Ge1'Ga1'e il "Li­
bro delle HCllditc". JJlt[lile, pen), pl'rChl~ non gli {) riuscito eli tro­
yal'lo. e nell'11 !.{eullaio 1\)51 [ui :;cris8e eosl: "N elle ricercho 
ftLtteil1 dicembr~ 1050 presso l'Ufiicio eli Hcgistro nOll trovo Hei 
~ libri Cli relld:k ()ve sOl~O llarratc a<lculle leggellde domellie<Llw) 
J10:0 ('he I'igua:-dano P. S. Grcch, pur Gome afferlllll il Dott. Gra­
ziano, storico il1t;igne e :::crupolosawellte esa!.to: v\lol dire che 
(j\lellibro ,lye lui ha leUo qUHnto 8opra, DOll 1'ho trovato io"; e in 
U]l\,lt!'tl [eltem, qnella del 20 aprile 1951, il Canonico mi disse: 
"Ho fatigato llldlo per tl'ova1'e vecchi documenti_. _ 'l'anti:;sime 
C080 ho letto rle! 11O-;t1'o Gl1lVellto di S. Domellico nei libri d'as­
sento !·jt['()V<.~i; : p]'()j)J'io il1:-;graziat.ull1entl' !lOll .si trova quel volu 
me cbe si cerea": . 

La Drill«l voIla r-he 1.(\ fa! lo eono:;c('nZa del no'll1t' di Paelre 
Salllo U~'ech fu lle~ 1028, po eo prima della mia vestizione. Me 10 
uxeva llLel1zi mai() il l'Oltlp;alllo SiguOl' Giuseppe de .J3rincat. Ii'll 

pen) nd 19!7 dl(' CIJll1il]ciai a eereame llotizit'. Mi aveva [aLto 
coraggio la lettGra eli akuni passi lIi G. Barone e eli P .. ~rapani 
neIla (JZ:~I.liall(1 (!el eonvt?ltc di Nosh'a Signora elella, Grotta .. E mi 
aveva faUn tunto dispiaer-n, i1 faHo ehe tutti ignoravallo il curri­
culmIL vitat' dd VCl1emto dornenicl1lJO, che decisi di fare tutto il 
mio possibilc per !o.('rivcrt. fjualche cos a anche pieeola intorno ana 
:;ua vita. 
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Di tale luia rl:3oluzio1ne iufonnai i1 notissimo storico Padre 
M. COll;gliollf" C.P., un \ecchio lllio alllico. B gill ilB novembre 
1050 llli sc:riveva : ,. A proposito elj biografia clel ven. Grech anche 
i~ sono 'stato in eerca eli 11Otizie, ma non SOIlO riuscito a fame ~I 
cnrricnllllH l)itM, ignorand;) la elata eli nascita, ch professione e rli 
studi cla 1ni fat~; pr:,r in'Seriria nel seconclo volume clella Storia 
DOlllenicaJla d i Sic-ilia. Di positivo III i risulta solta11to che a 
10. G. 1773 egli era v[cariu del COllvento eli VaUetta e si occupava 
eleltht fabbr;ca deUa Jluova chiesa (li quel convento. In Ol'dinc di 
tale {alto :30110 regit~trate no1 Hegistro elel Maestro Generale le 
due. lctterc ,·he pC)l'tano It· date RU riferite (Axchiv. 0]"(1. ser. TV., 
Vol. 2·l7, fol. ]3). l·'n I)1'iore elel convento eli Taormina nel1762. 
Pare P. Santc} G rech sia nato Hel 1710, morto a 82 auni ne11792. 
'rroppo poca cosa qucEte date: ilia almeno ci manifestano un lato 
della sua vita eli governo, che probabilmente non elovetie 1imitar­
si a questi soli ,collventi terlllinanJo la vita governanelo quello ell 
Cimimll1". Qnesto e turto cbe sapeva intorIlo al Paelre Sallto 
Greeb il noto ':3torieo domenicano. 
. Ne!' 1951 scnssi andw al canonico M.A. Ca1cagno, faceudo­
gli al6une' dOli;aliele. I{islJose :3ubito-iI '27 novel1lbre 1951-seri­
~rendollli: "IIo tanto t1e~jclerato po1('1" cooperare alia nobilissimtl 
eaustt clle riguunlu Ul, Sardo Piglio del Patriarca San Domenico". 
B Illi 1'u un ;lil1to ;;tupcndo. Per coufennare tutto quello che lro" 
vai i11t01"110 al Padre Salltt) nclla (Jiu/i(J.lla del COllvento eli Nos'tra 
8ignora elelb Ul'Otta, sp(~;,;se \'oite uOlllalldai infol"ruazioni aI Ca­
noniC() illtorno aUe date di nasc:ta t' eli morte di persone menzio­
nate dai padi': Bllrone e 'Trapan i; gli chiesi anehe Ilot,illie dei 1uo­
ghi mellzionati dai due scriUori e nei quali l'insigne elomenicano 
avevaopel'a to prodigi, e talvolta 10 pregai eli fare ilwestigazioni 
personali per vederc :::8 la gentcrieorc1asse ancora alcune cose che 
lroyai .I1E'111a OiuliuJ/(l (le! tOl1nmto. Il eanonico lIli rispose Se1111)1"(' 
i1 pi]'1 prestu pU:3sibilc c p:r aiutarllli :3i mise a fare delle ri('crcl1t' 
11ell'Ar(']1i\'io dclla Chiesa 'Matriee di Cil1lillna . 

11 ('<ll1oni('o pell':'l) anche a fotografare la salllla eli Padre San­
toe a far pu1!l'e i1 quadro che si tro"a neLia, sagrestia. Fit appunto 
net 13 l1icembre che fotografo le t3poglie e in marzo elell'anno se­
guente che fece pu1ire il quadro. 

P~(lt:e Santo Grech 1'on YlSSe molti secoli fa. E quinc1i fa 
nl€ravlglta che n8ssnno sappia con precisione il tempo e i1 luoCfo 
dell a sua nascita. Perci6 la prima dosa necessaria per poter ~i­
vereil suo cllrriclIllllH Htae e io stabilire quando e dove era nato. 
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A. Ferris ne1 suo libro DC8(>rizione Sturica delle Chic8C lii 
.11 a,Ua. e Gozo (Mnlta, lS(iG) inseri una lista dei panoei della chic­
StL de-I Porto Salvo uella YaIletta. Il1torno ail Padre Santo G1'e:ch. 
inc:luso in questa lista, scrisse che: fu nato a Casal Ghaxaq e che 
lllorl in Ciminn<l in oclol'?- di santitu (p. 180). L'uutore non disse 
llulla della data dell:.! nast'ita e neanche COUle mai fosse venuto a 
sapere cbe Padre banto wnne da Casal Gtlaxaq. pel'o non si pub 
afl'ennare che questa llotizia sia stata un 'invenzione "na. 

Non si tl'ova acr:eJ1IlO alcnno al luog-o di nascita del Padre 
Santo nelh Giulia.Il(!. dei DOlllenicani deHa Valletta. Si trova sol­
tantoche llucque nel 1706 e mod llel 17~2. P. M. Coniglione, 
O.P. nel cll 12 llovembre 1950 mi scrisse che Paclre Santo "pare 
sill. nato neIl710, IIlorto ~t 82 a11ni nel1702". Non fummo u'ae­
eOl'do noi due, r.: nel '35 dello stesso Ulese egli m.l scri;;se chl' "h 
du,ta della sua 11uscita nel 1710 non El uutentica, ma induttiva daJ.la 
notizia appresa ehe egli lJ]o1'l u 82 anni di SUa eta nel1792. Swn­
llll'atamcnte nOIl 110 notato nei l1liei sCl'itti da quale autore io ab­
bia apIJl'e:;o la 1l0tIzia (~he egli mOr! a 8i>, ulll1i di sua eta" . 

A eausa uell'affe1'maziOlw di A. Fen'itt mi furono necessa.rie 
l'lce:'dw nell' archivio cleUa parroc~hia di CaBal GiJaxaq; e ba­
[-;anclOlul Sll qnello('he u\"evo trovato llella Gi1l1iana clei domen i -

o::ani della Vulletb e 8U quello che mi aveva, scritto i1 Padre Co­
niglione, clove'\'O <.;0111 inciare Je mie in\"estigaiioni da.n'inizio del 
~ecolo deci11.1o ottavo. T1 compianto Don Giuseppe Naudi, aHom 
parroev ji Casal Gk.xaq. feee per me questo lavo1'O e il 3 dicem­
brc 1950mi ma11Uo quest'atto battesinmIe: 

Anno Domilli :;-.fillesI1l10 Septigentesllllo Decimo, die Bona, 
l,nensis Jnnii.Re\'. Dn.us. Joseph Caruana, Vicep. Civitatis 8en­
g·[e.ac, ex mea lieelltia, baptizavit infantem uatum ex Ant.o Grech 
et An11a; eni impositum fuit nomen Joseph Srmetus. Comput. 
fuit Joannes Baptista Gatt ex ipsamet civitate 8englea. 

Siecollle il pretp. cbe battezzb i1 P. Santo e anehe il sno I')tl­

(Irini furono Sengleani, decisi di Cel'care nei registri di Senglea. 
sc la famigli:! Gl'eeh upparteneva a gnella parrocchia .. E nei 1'e­
~nstri trovai scritto ehe il 9 giugno 1710 Don Ginseppe Caruana 
"habita jaculfatp a RevGo. Parocho Ecclesiae CasaNs Hascuw" 
lYI tt('7,7,O il fLrlio li AntoJlin e ADna. E do po i nomi "J oseph Sun­
dus" <.;' (> anehe ".eritto il nome d i "Ba.ttista". 

Fueilmellte si ('ollch ;i.ldel'ebbe segaendo queste informazioni 
,If'qu;~tate dalla .due parl'()eehie c dal Padre Coniglione ehe A. 
li'erris aveva ragione quando affermava <:he il Do~enica'no vene-
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rato (1 Sicilia naeqUE: a Casal Gtmxaq e che aveva ragione anchc 
chi diceva che llttcque nel 1710. 

::\ch tale eOl1clu:3ione, a pparentelllellte be.ll fondata, C lllCS>iU 

~eriamellte in duhbh da, certi docUlllenti. 
Infatti ~! ~a dal Canitolu deUa Provincia Dom611icana dCUte 

Sicilia, t.tllluto a Catanit~ !lel 1702, che in quell'allno i1' parroco 
deUa. Chieba delPorto S~.IYO deUa VaJletta, Malta, fu i1 P. Santo 
Urech. J'} tanto A. Penis, quanto la Ci-iuliana dei Domenicani 
deUa Vallctta attestullo che questo Padre Santo Grech C esso ste,,­
so il doruellic!lllo venemb in Cilllinna e Don un'altro domenicano 
con 10 ste;,;so tJOllle n COf:'llOlne. Jil Capito10 pero afferma· che ill 
lluell'auno 1"2~:\ del P. Stmto Grech fuq 34 alll1i. E piu non pos­
siamo c1unque id('ntificarc questo Santo Grech nato nel 1728, co­
IUl ('.ioe che si venera a Ciminna, oon quell'altro nato a Casal 
Gtll1xaq nel 1710. La testimoniau;>;a del Capitolo e la segnellte : 
"Petimus in l.\Iugistros Studentium studiortllll Generaljlllll pro 
locis proxil11e vacafuris ....... fratrel11 Sanctum Grech ann. 34: a. 
professione 17. examinat um anno 17G2 Parochiam 1105 t!. i COlYVCn­
tus S. Mariae Fortns Sulut;s Civitatis VaHettae Insulae M'elitaC' 
zeIo ,atque exclllplo gubcrnantem". 

Lm quale k"timolliallza, scoperta dal Padre M. Coniglione, 
O. P., uel gen Haio 195:2, (. c1i somma importanza e lllostra che 11 
P. Santo non nacque ne nel1710, neanche a Casa,} Gtlaxaq. B lIll 
fu cli gran de importullza G.llche per la seguente ragione. 

N Cl registri c1egl! a tti ba ttesimali della parrocchia di Casal 
Cunni 8i trova sotto la data del 90 maggio 1720 il seguente a,tto 
bat.tesilllale d1e llli fu mandato da Don Ginseppe Borg Bonavia 
it 81 (hembre 1950: "Ego Silvester Desira Rector baptizavi in­
fa,ntelll natmll her; ex Hem'ico Gl'Ech et Gratia coniugibus mei::; 
Parnis cui fuit i[lJp(),~itUl:. N : Sanetus. Patrini fnerunt Joachilll 
Cilia qd. J oannis et Antonina uxor Juliani Portelli". 

Per lllezzo uelJ'cvicienza c1el Capitolo Provinciale che hu 
lIlellziollato, '"tnni alia l'unc1usione che questo Santo Grech d i 
Casa,l Cunni non e nean;;he lui i1 c1omenicano venerato Cl Cil11in­
na. Ma nOll sa,pevo an cor" dove nacque. Feci qumc1i un u1timo 
rentativo per scoprire l'atto baHesimale del P. Santo Grech. E 
finalmente Illi riusci. 

Nei registri delle accettazioni di novizi nell'Ordine Domeni­
eUllO che si trovano Dell' Arehivio de,l nostro convento a Rabat c'c, 
sotto la data di dic.embre 1745 il Dome del giovane Santo Grech 
t;C'llza pero neBbuna indicazionc c1ella t;Ua eta e della sUa purroc-

r' 

( 

• • "" 
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ehia; (,'6 peru ehe gIi fn ,mposto nebl'OrJine ilnome Ji "S(J.llctllS, 
q/to aI/tea 'l)oclluaillr" , 
- Que::;io uo\'izio, dopo l'aullo del noviziato, HmI!) a Yittorio::;a 
per I'Hgioni <1i ~alute, e appella gnarito ritorno a Habato e fece la 
profe;;;-;iolle. Hiccome si eru recllto a Vittorio::;a, mi venne l'idea 
ehe f01'6(: qlleUv ro::;S(-' statn il Inogo dove abitava la sna fllllliglia ,e 
quindi egli fosse 11l1(hto li per ricuperal'e la salute presso ai suoi, 
Percio d(~eisi cli farc delle l'ieerehe nell' Arehivio della pal'rocchia 
tli Vitlorio::la. E ::;icC'Olue prima della pl'ofessione iJ novizio fece 
La l'illullzia ai suoi beni davanti a,l notaio Giovallni JTranceseo Doz 
il 17 g-ollllai(1 1 H7, uopo I'Jcel'che llegli o\tti del Notaio ndl' Arch i~ 
vio dei Notni. seoprii che il padre e la madro di Sallto Gl'ech SI 
chia111111ano Vittmio e Andreana, 

Quando Hlldai 'lVitb.>rioso, c mi mi::;i a leggere gli atti bat-
to::;iruaE dell 'anllo 1 128 . . l:~ nel quarto l'egistro clegli atti di battt~­

,slll}i,£. :J8,JrOYHiil,,,eguccllte atto: "Rev.dns V.plms cle Johanne 
baptiz'lVit sub conditione Jnfan, die pl'eeed.ti natulll ex ,'ictorio 
Cil'eeh et :\.11,l1'ea11<1 Jgbu,,; cui imposituU1 nomen fnit: Sancius, 
Beniguns, Ho::;ar;u:-;. l)at. fuit S<1nctus }1'iteni fi1. qdlt!. 'Alldriall; 
d(\ Burmola, I\Iata, fuit Dominica Borg fil: <Jdm. ,T oauuis Mal'iae 
l1e hae Vidoriosa", 

1,'11 il1B ::ltlrzo In:5:.lehcc 10 tl'OYlli quest'atto. Quella seoperta 
,'he cioe il domenieano noto per la ~ua santita fu certamente nato 
il ;) "cHemb]'e 17Cl8. I'u per me ulla grande gioia, 

J<j quel giorno vidi che I nomi "Santo, Benigno, Rooarii" 
(:ertalllt'nte '-:)l'H1l(' i~pjl'Hti ua Dio pereh6 il noto Dome111cano ne 1-
la yita, ndb lllOllC, e ar,,'lle clnpo, clava prove abbondanti cli sall­
tiUI (8anc:tIl'l, tt llna Itlugnifiea lllisericordia verso tutti (Beni­
gnus). e anehe di una >5p(·{~illle dcvozione yerso il S. Rosario (Ho­
>5uriusL 

Dopo h ::;eopcrta (leJ~'atto haLtesillll1le del Vllldre Santo 
(,reel!, feci altl'e rict'n'h(. per eonot;(~ere se abbia u.Yuto frateHi e 
surt'lle ill famif,:lia e per :-;coprire la data eli ;na,trilllonio dei buoi 
::tt'llitori, Hiu::;cii a SCoI)l'ire che b.i crano sposati il 24 novemhrc 
1712 d'inanzi all'aHuJ'e c1cll'Immmacolata nella stessa parrocchia 
a; Yittol'i0SU. 
. AmTrea1l[], nglillili Gioval1ui Battj:-;ta Hn;;80 e c1i SUa wog-lie 

-:\fal'iuzza nacfJue a Vitwrinsa, Anche Vitiol'io na-eCjne in Cjuella 
(,itth cd' Cl'a fi3-lin eli Giovanni cNlaria, Alllbec1ue i padri degli 
bposi erallO 1ll0l'ti, prima del 2-1 novell1 bre 1712, 
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Tlloro primo fi2!lio ru Pietro Paolo e nacque i1 31 mal'l':o 1711) 
e fu battezl':ato in que1 giorno stesso. Il 28 Rettembre 1722 nacqllE' 
la prirna figlia, Angelica .'\.ntonia; po: il ;) novembre 172·ll1acque 
Yincenza EV:1geliRta; 1'11 ottobre 172B nacque Gio Maria, e i1 ;) 
settembre 1728 Santo Benig:no ROSHl'io. Ad eccezione c1i Pietro 
Paolo tutti i figl! rieevettero la forma e fmono ba,ttezzati i1 giol'­
no dopo la nascita "Rub conditione" neUa Chiesa Parrocchiale. 

Non ho finora Rcope~-to nulla intorno alle conc1izioni Rociali 
della famiglia di Padre Santo. Deyo percib per ora contentarmi 
delle parole dei padri 13a ['one e ~I'mpan i, i qUllli 8c1'ivono: "S i 
jlJ"e,tende che Santo discende c1a sllngne regale.ma e certa che ap­
partielle al nobilissimo easato Grel"h c1i Malta. Ed egli <1i tanta 
nohile pl'osapia non pa le8(') ma i i1 sno ,casato: efl'etto c1ella sna 
perfetta umiltn; anzi ad alcune operazioni materiali rnanifestos;,;i 
per llomo di bassa cona izione". 

Non possiamointendere le frasi "nobilissimo casato" e "no­
bile prosapill" nel senso ehe Plldre Sllnto sip, nato da nna fllmiglirr. 
nobile. Tali pm'ole sigl1ificano soltanto che era figlio di una fami­
g'lia maltese nota e stima,ta. Non c'e stata mai una famiglia nobile 
col cognome Gre("h e Roltanto nel hllttesimo di Angelicll Maria si 
t~'ova che fece (la paelrino una personll di l1obilita. cioo il barone 
Gim'llnni Depiro. 

Intol'l1o alIa fancinllezza del Plldre Santo Grech, il Bal'one 
C' il 'l'rapani p1'ese1'o 1:1 testimonillJ1Za di Paolo Lembo, yecchio 
"iciliano ch 78 anni. III cui moglie era maltese. Il t.ef'ltimone atteR­
taya, che sua mng-lie gli [,VeVll -cletto che il P. Santo Grech da fan­
ciullo provava. rnolta pieth per i pove1'i. Ogni mllttinll, pl'irna eli 
anc1llr a ~cuola, .:;oleva prendere con Be del pane e del companrr­
tieo per aiutal'l) una povern vEcchill. '.rale compllssione che egli 
sentivH per tutti i roveri si manifestaYn, anche dopa per tnttll b 
vita. (Ginliana. ··Vo1. IV, n. 213, p. 560, pal'. 4). 

Appnntn pe!' ql1esto, la woglie eli Paolo Lembo disse che 
"tllnta er'l 1:1 pieti'Ldi San to vel'soil prOSSil110 e i povel'elli che 
RC'mhra aYerla portllta ReC;) col nascere". Que8te parole si sentono 
ane·he nei primi ver"'i delln paesia eli Minicu ui MaBi : 

"Malta chieldn g"rann'omu nutl'lcau 
Ca fu gin. Salltu eli (]11i1l111U nasciu". 

Il Bm'one e il Trapelni non ~mnno dove egli :111C01' f::mciul1o 
soleva prendere le lezioll i. F01'se le pl'encleva da un mllestl'O p1'i­
v::;to 0 forse e'era a Vittoriosa una delle scnole "basse" menzio­
nate ne110 Sbtl1i:> elell'Universitn, pnbblicato nel 22 maggio 1771 
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dal Gran Maestro J~manudrinto de Fonceca che voleva che i 
"Maestri" :,\i queste scaole "sianosottoposti" al Rettore del­
l'Universitu (L~bri Coneiliorum, R.M.IJ., Ms. Arch. No. 575, 
'I';t. XXTII, VD. Non si E:a se a quel tempo c'erano a Vittoriosa 
aItre. senole oltre alla 8?1101a Teologieo-Filosofica ael convento 
deH' Annunziatu, intorno :1 cui ho scritto un articolo nella rivist:e 
"Ir-Rnzarjn". Yol. 2. NI' .. 2, pag. 21. 

Fatto giovane, Santo si sentiva chiamato da Dio per entrare 
nell'Oraine DotrJt'nicano. Il Barone ed il Trapani non attestano 
nullo intorno al luogo 0 n1 tempo deUa sua vestizione. Il cronistl1 
ael convento ai '\"a.lletta scrisse che questa si tenne in Sici1ia: i1 
che non e esatto. Ho trovato dei doeumenti autentici che mostra­
no che il Paelre Santo Grech prese la veste e passava i1 noviziato 
nel convei1to di ~anta Maril1 de1ll1 Grotta. 

Prima di riferi1'e a (Iuesti documenti, devo 1'i1eva1'e (lnesto: 
mentre nel pas:;ato, quando si vestiva da domenicano si affiliavl1 
ad un aeterminato conV8l1to della provincia. oggi, al cont1'ario, 
si deventa figliu :lella pr(,\7incia intera: cia signinca che nel pas­
Steto un tale determinato convenio dove\'a provvedere al necessa­
rio d 'un novlziu, e non la provincia intera: e il novizio si con Ri­
derava figl'io del conven to e non della prvincia: si poteva pera 
ottenere il permeS80 di laRciare un eonvento per affil,iarsi ad 11n 
altl'O. 

Nel J7H. il eortveni(. di Santa 31a1'ia. della G1'otta provvede­
\,11 a quattre) f1'ati p;il dei numero c1etermina.to, e anche c'erano 
aIcnni frati d'altl'i eonventi cbe vo1evano affiliarsi a questo eOll­
venio. Pen:io i frati chiesero il pel'messo dalla Santa Sede che per 
16 ann!., non aceett,assero affi1iazioni. Il permes80 fu oonGeBSO il 
26 maggio 17.J4 ed eseguito dal Generale del1'Ordine, P. Tbm­
maso Ripoll Wiulia.na antiea del convento di Santa Maria deHa 
G1'ot:ta. D. 11. f. 158 vL 

Ott.;'nuta q uesta info1'mazione. credo che il giovane Santo 
BBnigno Rosario GJ·ech. non potesse affi1iarsi a1 convento di Santa 
Maria della Grotta. giacche fece la domanda di farsi domenieano 
dopoil 1744. 

Allora i comenti di Malta appartenevano alla Provincia Si­
eiliana., e molti frati maHesi si affiliavano ad un convento sic ilia­
no. Fm questi si enumernvd i1 giovl1ne Santo Grech. 

Nell'archivio del con\'ent0 eli Santa Maria della Grotta, c'c 
nnaCollezione rli dot:umenti riguardnnti le vestizioni e le affiglia­
;doni, tnt i gmt.I!, ",j troyano due c10cnmenti appartenent{ a F. 
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San to GreQh, 1.7-15. Il pnmo dice: 

"NoIJinfrascritti Prio1'e e figli cli q.to Conto di S. Vincenzo 
della citta eli Aic10ne dell'Orcline dei Predicatori facciamo indu­
bitata fede, e con nost:'o giuramento attestiamo 'a chi spetta vedere 
la. pr.nte come bl':llnanclo c:onc1escendere alle i"uppliche fatteci dal 
C+iovane Maltese Santo Grech, il quale desidera vestire i1 nostro 
8. Abito. e :lyclJllo10 riconoseiuto giovane d~ buone f]llalita e cos­
tumi, capace di poter servire Itl Religione: per tanto capitolar­
mente congregati l'habbi[imO unanimamente p.vota secreta ac­
cettato per tlgliu di cl. nostro Convento, con la eondizione per() 
che in turto i1 corso del suo studentuta for.le nOn possa preten­
clere alcuna propina dal d. suo Con.to e in fedeai cio habbiamo 
f<~tto la P!·. nte sottos(~ritta di propria mano, e signata col sigillo 
del Ccm,to ,)ggi 13 Maggio 1740, 

To Pra. ROSU1'io Ma GiovansabeUa Lett.l'e e Priore 
To Fra ('esare I..Jaloggia Lett.re ConI. c. sa. 
To Fra Vil1.zo Ma, 8idesni Co. come sopra 
To Fm Luigi 1\'1' I' Spirelli con co. sopra." 

11 secondo clocumenjo d!ce : 
"Nos Fr . .TosephlYIa Pizzuto Sac:e 'I'h:e Mag:1' Ord: 

T'raec1 : 111 ac tut'us Prove 'rrinacriae Hllmili.s Prior Provlis et 
Rprvl1s. Dilecto nob:,<: in Oh~1.~t{) Filio Sancto Grech Sal'lltem et 
Co~solationem 8ptu.; Sandi. 

Bx Commisione et Facultate Em.m S.re R.e Rccle Oardina­
lium Sacral' Cong.nis super disc.iplina Regulari habita die 27 Maii 
1745 benedictior,c nri R :mi Pris GeEs Mgri Fris Thomae Ripoll; 
et Officii 11l'i al1cte, tenore praesentium, tihi praefato Sancto 
Grech, cOllcediuIlls licent.ia et benedictione ma suscipiendi cle­
J'icalem hahitum nri Sacl'l Ord :nis Praed :m de manu R :ai Pris 
Prioris nri C;ol1ventu& S : c '\fariae de Orypta Oivitat;s N otabiEs. 
Insulae MI~litae, pro 10e0 actu vacante, in cuius N ovitiatu tihi 
deputamus Annu probation is , iuxta decreta Sacri Ooncilii Tri­
dentin i et praecipue quae continenttu' in decretis de, mllndato 
Fel : Record: Alexalldri Papae VII eclitis die 17 Maii 1655 pro 
N ovifi.!s in Praed : m Ordine 111'0 recipiendis, et ut affiliari possis 
in (lllOcmnq : Contu huiu!' insulae, tibi benevolo: sel'vatis tamen 
sel'vuilclis. In N0minePairis, et 1<'ilii, et Sprus. S.ti Amen. In 
quol'umfic1em etc-:. Dah'm Panormi in nro Regio Oontu Seti Do­
minici; die 22 Fbris 171;) 
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Fr. J oseph 1\la Pizzuto 
Mag :1' P1'ovlis Siciliae 

Reg :a Fo!. 9. 
]'1'. Hyacinthus Bonaginso 

IJ :1' et ·Prosocius. 

Ho pregato il P. Ollltdisa.lvo Gl'ech, O.P., S.Th.M., di cer­
care tra gli ,ltti r1d P. Generale Bipoll l'atto clj benedizione men­
zionato nclb Jettera del Padre ProvinciaIe Pizzuto. Il 25 giugno 
Hl52 mi ha manc1aJ 0 una lettel'a dicendo che egli, insieme col P. 
Kiippeli aveva lean gli atti del Padre Hipoll, ma non si era in-
contrato col nome di Santo Greeh. . 

Tl document';) dei fr:lti di Aidone e guello del Padre Provin­
eiale si effeHnarono il 1 dicemb1'e 1745, come Ri vede ehiaro daI 
Registro dei nuovi candidati neH'Ordine Domenicano 1081-1756 
ehe' si tt"OYlL nell' Al'chivio del Convento di Santa Maria delb 
Gl'otta. Nel foglio 110 dpt reg'istro c'e scritto: 

"Die prima Xbl'is anni 1745 horn quarta cum duobuR <1ua­
<1rantibus post meridiem : 

Ex eOlllmissione et facnltate Racrae Congregationis super 
diReiplinam Regnlal'ium, nec nOll benedietione nost!'i R.mi P .ris 
Magistri GenemliR. Fratl'is Thomae Ri poll , ae etiam licentja 
Ad.m Rev.di Pris Magistri Provineialir; F.ris ,Josephi M.a Pjz­
zuto sub die 22 7bris 17/15 receptus fnit ad sanctum HabituID Cle­
ricalem nostri Sa,c. Ordil!is PraedicatorllID Frater Sanctus Grech, 
quiantea vocahatur SanetuB, Benignus,' Rosarius, per ma·l1US 
Ad.m Rev. P.ri" I-1eetori;:; Fratris Semphini Podelli PriOl'is huius 
Yen. Con.tuR R. Mariae de Cr,vpta CiviL Notabilis Insulae Meli­
tae pro fllio Con. ius Sanet.iVincentii Civitatis Aidone ut conf)tat 
per fidem fa(;i;arn a Fratl'ibns dicti Con. tus snb die 13 Maji l745, 
servatis tamen servandis omnibus et singulis, quae continentur 
in Decretis Sacri Concilii 'rridentini et Sundae Congregationis 
de mandato Alt;xandri Papae VII, nec non Constitutionum nos­
trarum pro reeeptione Novitiorum. In quorum Fioem, ego pro­
pria manu subscripsi die quo Rupm. 

Ita est Fr. Thomas Muscat Lee. et Magister Novitiornrn. 
Ita est Fr. Dominicus M. Genovesi Lee." 

Dn questo a,ppare chiaro che non e esatto quelIo che e'e serit­
jo nella Gilltiana del con\'ento di Valletta, cioe ehe Santo Greeh 
yesti }'abito domen;cano nel convento di S. Vinccnzo a Aidone in 
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,Sicihl: IJlJatto sta che egli dipendeva da questo convento soltanto 
fina,nziariamellte, e, questo solo fine-he non sia ,arrivato al sacer­
dozio:' 

11 COllvento rli Aidone non era Ull convento di noviziato, come 
lilt ha scrittc! P. :M. Coniglione O. P. ne1 2a genllaio 1952, e pcr­
ciD Sant0 Grech non poteva fare li i1 suo noviziato, llla ne1 COIl­

vento dove si el'a tenuta la SUa vestizione. 

( continua.) 

P. (j,U,gA, O.P. 
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Il Conferimento della Cresima ai Moribondi 
Secondo il Decleto del 14 Sett., 1946 

TUTI"I'T 10 5:111110, e h dice ullche il Can. 782 del Codice di 
D.e., C~10 il conferiEwnto del SaCl'Ulllento delIa. Conferllla­

zioue, nella Chiesa Latina, nei ca si ordinari, speHa unieulllen te 
al Yescovo perch.'; in esso solo si realizza la· pienezza del Saeerdo­
z' 0, N ei cas! stra.o~'dinari poi spetta anche e quel 8acerdote cui, 0 

per diritto comune, p.e. i Cal'dillali, gli Abati 0 Prelati Nul­
li us, i Vicari e P]'cfett! ,'\ postoIici. nei propri territori e durante 
Illunel'e, 0 per indclto speciale vien WDcessa dalla Sede Ap. la, 
facolta cli confe1'i1'lo speci&lmente in (JuGi vaflti continenti oye i 
fedeE si trovHllO Iontani dai Vescovi e dagli altri PreIati compe­
tenti per diriito eli confel'irla. 

Lo stessn Ccdlce poi. nel Call. 788, prescrlve che tale coufe­
rilllento della CI'E'sima, f.'i debba differire fino al settennio illcirca, 
::icbbclle peru, in pericolo cli morte 0 quando giuste c grayi came 
,! giuciizio tiel Minidtro 10 riehiedono, si possa ,conferire anche 
prima. 

Que:,;t:l l~ stHLa selll pre, e ancora lllolto prima del Cone. di 
'rrellto, la prassi tanto pet· chi cOllferisce i1 Sacramento delIa Cre­
sillla qnanto per (:11 i 10 1'1(;eYo ma solo nella Chiesa 1-1atina. N eHa 
Chiesa Orient-ale In c1iscipll1:iae ben diYersa : lvi, j Sacerdoti, fatte 
pochissillle eCt't'zion!, conferiscono la C1'esima immediatamellte 
dopo il Batb.:l:o i1ll0 e questo poterc dei sacel'doti Orientali Catto­
]ki e legallllente approyutc daIla S. Sede, e se in alcune regioni 
della stebo;a C!)ie;.;a I.Jat;na, l~ome p.e. in Spagna e noll'America 
lllcridionaI.e, yig0 a !!che la consuetudine di conferire la Cresima 
ai bambini subit,) uopo il BattesinlO 0 anche prima dell'uso della 
ragione, questa {'onsuetndine, beuche ritenuta legittima da una 
risposta del 2 Marzo 1932 c1alla S.C. dei Sacramenti, Don e secoll­
do ]'intenzione della stess8. S. Oongr., percheanche nelle predette 
regioni, qualldo nOll yj ost ino gravi e b>lustt' cause, si deve prat:­
care la discir,Iill<l COlllune del Oo,.1ice. R da notare pero ::he in 
dette res'iolll, a differenza delle regioni oriental! II Sacr;lllJellt.O 
vi 11 conferito d'ordinario daI Vescovo.o, 8e da m{ semplice sacer­
dote, per illclnlto specialp della S. A:postolica 

Ma fiun a poehi allni fa ]'e~pel'il:nz<1 (juotid 'una ei in~eglla \a 
che, Jlelb (,hiesa IJutilla, molti bambini lllorivano prima del sct-
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tCllnio to) in ll101t8 altre lluziolli nOn pochi adulti, 0 per ignoranza 
o per negligelJzu, arl'iVaVUllo in fin di vita senz~ che a:esser(). rice­
vuta prima la Ol'esima e ohe con tutta probabihta tuttI questl mo-
1'ivano senza tale Sacramento unicamellte per la ragione che 
ques'.o Sacramento era riservato a pochi. 

t vero rl'altronde, e le, dice 10 stesso Can. 787, che il Sac1'u­
mento della Cl'e::;ima 11011 ,t' di necessitu di mezzo a¥l'a salute, lllU 

t' sernpre Sacramento e COllle tale arreea sempl'e i SUO! effetti spi­
ritua;i e sop:'a tutto uu maggior grado di gl'azia in terra· e un :marg­
gior grado di gloria in cielo. Perche dUllque privare tanti bambin; 
ell adulti talvolta da tE.nti benefici spirituali ",oIamente percM i1 piu 
delle volte manca i1 Yesccvo? :£ anche vero che in certe nazjoll i, 
come nelle nostm isole, spesse volte si porta i1 bambino infe1'l11o 
in Curia 0 si fa chiamare i1 Vescovo a1 capezza1e del morente, mu 
non senza gravi incommodi fisici del bambino e finanzial'i della 
famig1ia.E che dire poi d i quei vasti territori ove il Vescovo nOll 
t) alIa portatlL di mano? 

Considemto scrnpok'sall1ente tutto questo, il Santo :Padre, 
Pio XII f.1'., uvenc1;) volute, provYer1el'e (11 bene sp!l'ituale di taut i 
Suoi di1ettissiuli figE. il H Settembre HH6, a mezzo della S.C. 
dei Sacramenti, fece em:mare un DecrEto che dovevu entrare in 
vigore il 10. GClJllaio 1947, con il quale ha introdotto una sel'ia 
inllovazione airea l'allllr';l1istrazz:onc delIa Creliima all'illfM1J1O 
alIe si trova ill gtllVP lJericolo d·i morte (A.A.S.,Vol. XXX\iUI-
19,16). 

S.8. Pio XTl COil qLPstO suo decreto, dopo d'aycr rieoraatu 
la dottrina del C. di Trento e tuteJa-to il c1iritto del Vescovo quale 
un ico ed esclnsivo III 111 ist'rll 0 rrlina:rio de I .8aeramcnto de na eres i_ 
Illa·, ha ;::onferito la facoiH, u talulli minisl'l'i siraordillari di alll­
ll1ini3tral'e.la Cre~illla ill queiaa,~i pera .e solio le cOlldizio1l1: e1ell­
m/ C liello stesso Decrctc. 

I ministri ricol'dati nei DEcreto sono :-

1) i pa'l'roci, c;oe quei sacereloti cile fruiscono d'un teITito­
rio proprio. Vellgollo cosi esclus! quei parroci personali 0 familiari 
qualora non godano unch'essi eli un proprio territorio benche co­
llmlativo; 

:3) i vic(/ri di cui il Can. 471, quei sacerdoti cioe che eserei­
tano la eura attuale de1];: <t II ime in pal'l'Occhia di pt"eno di1'itto uni­
ta. 0 ud una casu l'cligio::;a, 0 ad una citiesa capitolmc 0 a qualche 
persona morale; . 
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8) i vieari eCOllOJJli di cui nel Call. -17:2, colo1'o cioe che ::It 
<;Oll::ltituiscono dull'Ordinaria del luogo in una parrocchia appena 
::;i rende vacante per il suo govel'llo tenlporaneo. Da 0;0 e chjaro 
che ci escludono gh altri t'icari dei quali Del Canoni 474-476, e 
('ioc i sostitnti, gli adillto~'i cd i cooperator!. Sono anch~ e"CiIu~i 10 

::Itesso Yic2.~·io Capito:are e GenemIe a meno che quest! non Slano 
veSCOVl; 

,1) ! sal!(:,rdoii tll.i esdusivament.e e b'tabilmente sia. staia 
COlilllleS!;;(( ~n l.!n territo1'Lr. definito (' COil una determinata chies(J. 
la piena cnru. delle anillw CO;1 tutU i dirit.ti e dove'ri dei par-roci. 
Come ;;i vel1e bene qui rientrano tutte le cnrazie, viearie, SUCCiUr­

cali perpetue in cui iI titolare, benche non abbia il l¥)ll1e di pa·r­
roco, assolve tutte le attribuzioni del parroco. 

E le condi?ioni ivi menlOrate sono ;-
1) che tutti i mimstl'i elencati sopra debbano esercitare la 

101'0 facolta per se slessl, persOIwlmente, e non per a.1tri, a tutti 
e soli fideli d i qil3.1unque eta dimoranti nel territorio proprio del 
111 illi::ltero , non eecettuate le persone dimoranti in luoghi sottoatti 
alIa, giurisdiziollc parroC'<:'ltit11e p.e. semillari, ospedali, ospizi cd 
altri istitllti simili anche l'eligiosi sebbene esenti (Can. 792), }lllr­

cllC perh deW fldeli per mala.ttia. !Jrave sia.l1o 1'idoUi in VMO peri­
('0[0 di 11l0rt~ /lGr cui 8{' 110 preveda. la morle. E qualora veni:;st' 
a IllallCUre anchc una SOl,1 di queste eond1;7;[oni, sappiano i sopra 
detti mil1istri che il SaCra!flento sarebbe inva.lido e ci sara pericolo 
di incol'l'ere ne11a pena salleita. nel Can. 2365. N aturalmente la 
estiuHlzione dd yrave Jiertculo cleve fan;i con criterio 1I10rale e pra­
tieulllente (luando il med~r:o 10 dichjara tale, 0 quando i1 ::;u('erdo­
te, ne11a sua prudenza pustoral~, credcra sia giunto i1. 1lI0111cnto 
d'allllllinistrare g'l! uHillli sacrament.i; 

:2) che gli -stcssi lllinisil'i poro.'5ano csercitare la loro facolta 
andle uella .:,ccle ve'5('()vIle purchc il "C:3('ovo dioces3110 Will POO':::l 

aversi 0 sia. lep:ittilll3lllelltc impcdito l' purche nL'l ca so non vi 
. , 1 ' !;m 1111 a tl'O VeS(·PVc., am'he titobre, 111 eOlllUnione pero ('on lu S. 

8ecle, qlmlora pero ci.) 1l0ll gE torni di nuturale aggravio; 
:J) che i S(IPi'll clett: ll1ll1istri o::iservino la cljseiplina eonl.('­

lluta ne! Coc1ice opportunalllente adattuta alIa. seopo, e per il rito. 
('he sia 0sservato quello pl'esel'itto dal Hituale Romano riportat<l 
lLllehe llell'appenliee del Decreto: yrafis vero qllovis titulo c81: 
cOIl/crcnda. (Con,firrnatio); . 

.1) ehe i niec1esimi minisLri prepurino i1 'SOfJ'<Yctto da cresi­
lllarsi, ::le l' giunto all'uso delllL mgionc, per IlL frut'tuosa receziollc 
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del SaCl'Um811to t' 10 istruiscono se il malalo sopmvjveRRe alla sua 
illfermita (Can. 78G); 

5) e che gli stessi notmo negli appositi l'egistl'i, a norma dei 
Canoni 798 § :2 e+70 S 2, agginngendo le parole: "Confirmatio 
('ollafa est ex Apostolico inddto, ul'gente: modis periculo ob gra­
yem confinna,ti morburn·'. e se il. confirmato appartiene ad nml 
ultra pal't"Occh!a. 10 ,"tes,so miniRtro communiehi a1 rispettiyo pal'­
meo cd a11'On1i11':l1'io diocE'RanO il eoni'(,rimento fatto dn Rr. 

Il Drel'eto infine ol'<1ina pe]'('h(~ gli Ordinari del luogo istrui­
Qc-ano prl' Re stC~Ri i ministl'i stram'dinari ('il'('Ia le preRcrizioni di 
qUPRto decn"tn per ren(lpr]i idonei a tale nohi1e compito e impOlw 
iol'O perehe all!tLla,lmentt? mandino nlIa S.C. api S:wml11. ltn,l 

rrlaziollc eil'r::l ;1 TlUt110J'O c1ei el'c>simati e circa il modo (('11U10 da 
tnli minislri nell' mt1minjstrnzione del Sncramen to. 

Qneste ,.;ono le Rag'go clisposizioni innovatl'ici del Decl'eto POI1-

tifieio, disposiziolli 0he non solo non sl1seitel'anno ammirnzione 
nei fedeli, ma piutto;:;to Raranno 101'0 di edificazione nel veclere spe­
cialmEnte i 101'0 bimhj confortati pill fncilmente c1a qnesto 1)]'1'­
zioso cal'isl1la dera l10strn religione in procinto c1i passal'e daUe 
sponc1e del tempo a (Juelle dell' ptern ita. 

A. 'rATIONE. 
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Casus M Qralis 
Titiur;, alicujus pagi parochus, hoc tibi fatetur:-
1. Sui animi levaminis causa necnon, eodemque tempore, 

ad domns agrosque emendos ut postea, C1lm lucro vendat, saepius 
a paroecia abscedit; 

2. Virum publice concubinal"ium apoplexia in agro suo cor­
reptum atque po::>t horam cum parvo crucifixo prae manibus a·b 
aliis inventum, oleo 8aC-1"0 inunxit eique sepuUuram ecclesiasti­
eam eonce.ssit.; 

H. Tannem poenitens factus, praesertim propter scelera in 
primo casuC'ommissa, apucl Canonicum Poenitentiarium Civi­
tatis Sengleue C'onfessionem peragere desiclerat. 

Quaeritur: 
] .Quaenam sint l'equisiia in subjecto instituendo a) parocho 

et b) Can. Poenitenti:nio. 
2. Quid in primo et ~e(~l1ndo CC.S11 de modo agendi Titii tibi 

videtul". Et cla, rationes. 
3. Utrum Titim; parot hus, de quo in casu, a Can. Poeni­

tentiario Seng~eae absolvi possit. 

Solutio: 
Ad I - A). Ut quis in parochum ·"ive per concur sum sive 

per election em aut praesenh1tionem seu nominationem institui 
valeat, seqL:entibus dotilms praeditus esse debet: 1. Ut sit in 
s. presbyteratus ordin<"constitutus (Can. 453, p. 1), et hoc 
quic1em an valic1itatem; etenim officia "quae curam animarum 
.,ive in foro externo sive in mterno secumferunt c1ericis non­
dum sa(6)'dlOtio initiatis conferri valde nequeunt", (Can. :1,54). 
Ante Conicis pUblicationem. etiam simplex clerieus dummodo in 
talibus conditionibuf: constifutus nt "infra annum" ab accepta 
pacifica possessione paroeciae ad ordinem sacerdotalem promo­
veri valeret. potera,t valide, et justis flceedentibu8 causis etiam 
licite, in parochum instifui; atque ipsa mllnia parochialia a 
potesta te ordinis ind:ipendentia exercere (1). 

2. Sit insupAr bonis moribu13, doctrina, animarum zelo, prn­
dentin, ceterisqlle virfutibuf'. praedlituf'. quae ad vacantem paroe-

(1) C. Trid' l s. xxn. c, 4. De ReL 
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eium cum laude gubernandam jure tum communi tum particu­
lari requiruntur (Can. 453, p. :6). Quare 1. Ordinarius: 

a) "Ne omittat documenta, si qua sint, ex Curiae tabula­
r:o desume!'e quae (·:eri<.:um 'nominandcm respiciunt et notitias, 
se-eretas qupque, si opportllllllm judicaverit, pruaenter exquirere 
etiam ex locis extra dioecesim" (Can. 459, p. 3). 

b) "Clerieum examini sup2r c1och'ina coram .se et exami­
nrrtoribn& synodalibus schjic:at; a quo, de conS'ensu eorumdem 
excm'nalorum, potest dispensare, si agatur de sacerdote doctri­
J'ae theologicae lallde (!ommeni:1uto" (Can. 459, p. 3). Attamen 
pericll:ll1l1 B(mel factum pro p:'ima pal'Oeeia sufficit quando trans­
latio fU propolwnte ae suadente Ordinario; non suffieit quando 
tl':::n.,latio fit ad instantiam pal'ochi, nisi OrdinarariuSi cum exa­
minatol'ibus jl~di('et idoneitatem adhuc perdurare eamque esse 
suffieierifeIl1 ad novam pal'ochiam (2). 

R) Ad officium Oanoni,(',i Poenitentiarii elige11dus est saeer­
dos qui aptioJ' pro loeiqualitate ad propria, mimera adimplenda 
reperiat1ll'; ceterig tamen paribllR praeferatuJ' doctor in s. Theo­
logia vel J: Canonico.Expedit praetel'ea ut Canonicus Poeni­
kntiarius, aetatis annorum kiginta expleverit. Modifieafum est 
igitnr \:;~llhltllm O. Trielentini aetatem quadraginta annorum exi-
gens (3). ' 

,Poenitentiaria tandem ne conferatur nisi prius de vita, 
moribus, elodY'ina cancl:ielati plane constiterit, salva Ieg·e eanem­
sne; ?icuhi vigeflI (Can. B99) et habita etiam ratione periculo­
l',nm triepnalinm uti Can. 404 pro qualibet canonicatus collatio­
ne pxigit. 

Ad TI - a) .. Inter diversa;s obligationes quibus parochus 
PX officio paroecia:1i tenetur habe'tU!' "Resielentia". Parochus 
igiturex Jure eccle.qiflstieo resic1ere debet in elomo paroeciali 
pmpe snam ecc1esiam. Potest tamen Ordinarius 1. ex justa 
('ausa permittere nt parochuR alibi commoretur, elummodo domus 
ab ecclesia, paroeciali non ita distet ut paroecialium perfunctio 
munerum f1liq1,1id inele detrimenti capiat (Can. 463, p. 1) . Non 
tenetur tamen ad l'esidentiam, 1) tempore vacantiae, 2) d'iebus 
quihlls pal'ochu'l pii!=; exercitiis spirituaJi.bu.<; f'emel in anno va-

(2) Pontif. Comm .. 24 Nov 1920 a'd J .Vide A.A.S., 1920 ,P. 574. Vidp 
etiam dpeisiollElm a S.C Cone dip 21 .runii 1919, quoad eoncursnm, 
datam in AA.S .. 1919, pp. 318-321. 

(~) ~ess. XXIV, c, 8., De Ref. 
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cat, (Can. 463, p. :3 et 3). Tempore absentiae provvidere debet 
necessifafibus flelelium et substit-eere vil!esgerentem. Si parochus 
ultra. hebdomodam abest a paroeeia, elebet habere scriptam li­
eentiam Ordinarii et Viearium s11br;titutum sui loco relinquere 
ab eodem Ordinario probandum, qui, ante talem approbation em , 
nequit valiele gerere mllnera paroecialia et notanter nequit vali­
(le aSRIRtel'6' matrimonii~ (4). Quod si parochus religiosus sit, 
incliget pmeterea conRen::<u Snpel'io1'iR et BubRtitutns vicarius, pro­
hari dehet tnm ab Ordinal'io tum a Superiore (Can. 465, p. 4). 
Si parochuR repentina et gravi de caURa discedere atque 'ultra 
hebdomodam cogit11l' abep"e. quamprimum per litteras Ordina­
rinm commone faciat eiq-re indicans causam discessus et saeer­
clotem supp1entem ejuRque Rfet mandatiR (Can. 465, p. 5). 

'l'itiuR nostel' igitur quoties Rine caURa ahfuit peccavit, quam­
v;", juxta plme!'! leviter tantum. li~et per bimestre abfuerit sine 
venia RpiRCOpi, relicto tumen idoneo vie-ario. Q110dsi etiam per 
hl'eve abfnif, nul10 relicto vicario, ,Q'l'aviter peccavit nisi breviR­
c;imafnit abRentia,vel SaeerdoteR non defue1'e populi necessi­
tatibus conR111e1'e volentes. Insuper TitiuR quoties iITegitime pa­
roe<:ia aMnit. frucnlf; beneficii pro rata absen"fiae amiflit eosque 
Ordinario 1. rraclere debet (Can. 2381, n. 1). Attamen animi 
levamen iusta.alieundi C2ma est dummo"do Ordinarii 1. venia 
a<:cedat et populi necesRitatil:ius per idonp.um vicarium consula· 
tnr. Ast alia mHo scilicet ad domus agrosque emendbs, fnsta 
caURa dicenda non est. iroo graviter peccamlnooa eo quoQl nego­
tiatio quaeRhlOsa est quae ne~'otiatio absolute a1iena est a statu 
C181'ica li (Can. ] 42) . ita l:f Titiu.c; non so1um ab Oruinario 1. 
('08r<:eri pot8st poenifl pro !!ra.vitate culpae (Can. 2380)", sed jux­
ta Decl'er. a S.0. Conc. c1icMartii 1950 lan, in excommuniea­
tionem 1.8. Sanctae Sedi specialj mono reseTVatam incurSUfl" 
est .(5). 

h) In casn no:::tro pflrochns defllnctum immxit deinc1e se­
nn1t.nram .'ccleRinsticam l,i conceRsit. Quoad nrimllm: 8U1)pORifn 
nllO(1 snh conditionf' im'nxerit. paroch11>: h8ne fecit. Ehmim 
"phvsiologicis experimeuti~~ut verbis Piscetta-Gennaro utar­
consfat mortrrn realem (nempe sen11.rationem nnimae a corpor8) 
non sernpN eo ipc;o momenfo. f]110 functioneR vitnles re"1pirntionis 

(4) Comm. Pont. 14 .Tulii 1922. 
(I)) A.A.8., 1 Maji 191)0, n. 6. 
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et sanguini:3 circlllationis cessent, contingel'e. l)lerumque enilll 
,ita nliquod tempore post expirationem perdurat: mspicien(la 
enitll est morbi, qm etVUS:.L lllortitl fuit, natura, et quae fuerit ejus 
qui mortuus est constitutio. Igicur diutul'l1o morbo defunctulll 
yel post selll;llOralll aut etiam post integrum horam, repentino 
vera morbo defullctullI vel post phn-es horas "sub conditi0l1e-absol­
Ye::; et unica uIlctioll(' inunges" (6). IUlo si puroelllls defullctUlll 
prius sub conditione' absol"dsset, et postea iterum sub conditione 
inullxerit satiu::; fecisset. 

Quoad sepultnmm t'C:clesiasticanl prae oeulis habendus est 
Can. 1240 p. 1. (]ui sic se habet: "Bcclesiasti('a sepultura pri­
yuntul', llisi ante rnortcl\I aliqua dederint poenitentiae signa: 1 
etc. etc, :2 etc. etc ...... I) Alii peccatores publici et manifesti". 
Nune vero' inter peccatores pnblicoset manifestos sine dubio I'e­
censentnr et illi !lui in publico aut notorio concubinatu vivunt. 
Sed hi omnes supra recensit.i sepnltul'a ecclesiast·ica privandi 110n 

~llnt si "ante lllOl'tem aliqua· signa uederint poenitentiae". 
Inter haec signa multi AA. recensel1t si quis in extremis cOllstitu­
ius sHcel'aotein advocet. si imaginelll Cltri;;;ti e et'uce pelldellt i" 
osculatus fUE'rit. si contdionis UctUll1 eliollerit etc. (7). 

In 1l0stl'O cusu igitur, Ilisi c('rto cOllstat et yulgo sciatul' crll­
(iifixUIll in man ibus dt: fu net i pO:"itull1 fuisse ab aliis eo fine ut poe­
nitentiae signulll simularetur, prae;;;umendulll est defunctulll ip­
sum suhito lllorbo percussum ,crneifixlllll e sinu extraxisse ad 
divinalll llli;;;ericUl'uialll :mpetrandalll. QUOd "i jure praeSlllllen­
dum est, nil vetat quornil)us, ut iqne l'ellloto scandalo, llIortuUl:! 
sepulhl/'ae ecclesiasticae tradatnr. III dubio, si tempus sinat, lit 
Cau. ·lg.JO habet, cOll!:'ulatllr Ordinari'lls; dubio permanente, CH­

dayer sepultui'ae ccelesiai;t:eae, l'PlllotO ~culI(lalo, traclalnr. Anilil­
adYertellu L11ll tuuwnest (,Hda YeI' sepuHurae Pt'c]esiasticHe tra<iell­
dUll! e!:'se lloluluia /.·udun-r inundum fuit (ex illlllletione non S('­
(juilu!' POPllitnlltiae ::;igl1l11ll) , !:'('d quiu tlefllllcLl1S CUIII ('l'lI<:ifixo 
prap ltl<lnibus inventus est 

Ad .IJT -" C:IllCinic:u,;; poelliptntiari-uIi et-ianl ill eedesia (·.olk;-' 
giali, ad llO!']}Hllll Call, 401, obtineta Jure pro foro interno, po­
testatem oruinal'iulll qualllvis indelegabilem, absolvencli a pecea­
tis et eensuris 1f:pi.scopo reservatis sive sibi a se sive sibi; ~ C'6~ 

(6) 7tJICIIlclifu 1'/(eol(j(Jio{< J[L'miis, ('(1. VI, \'01. V, n, 787. 
(7) ::\L A CDnO~A'L\: Dc {f)ci~ et tCIll'J!oribl1,~ sacris, 1922, 1l. '257. 
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diee et q uidelll r:t e~tl'aJleos in tota dioeeesi, dioceesullos yet'\) 
et!all1 extra dioecesim 

Jj~x hoc seq1iitm' qnea paJ'odms nostel' (]uotiesculIlque llUIl 

hubeat peceatu n:)1 ccn<::ul'u.,-; S. Sedt reservatas, potest ad Call. 
PoeliitelHiul'iilill EccJeswt' S<;ngleae recurrere ab eoque uhsolri. 
Sed quando Parochus habet peocatlt vel censuras 8. ApostoJjCtl~, 
l'esel'Yatas, in c(t.\·iullI:i o)'(iill(lriis a praedieto Canonico ahsolvi non 
potu,t, nisi saltem hiG aliqua facultate ab ip6a. S. S. munitus sit. 
Dixi "in easibus ol'ditlar.ii~'" quia in ea·traordinariis 11.(', sive ill 
periculo mcl1'I is sive iJl C(lsn llruenti, l'eoul'SUS pa tet ad quemlibet 
Poenitentiarium siGut patet ad quemlibet Sacerdotem in primo 
casu et ad ljucllllibei confessarium ill secundo casu. 

Canonicus Pocnitentiurius igitur in periculo mortis potetlt 
ubsolvere ab omnibus peccatis atque eensuris qnomodocumque 
J'eservatis, injuncto tamell onere poenitenti recurrendi intra lIlen­
:oelll, postljUU1L convaluerit, per se vel per ipsum poenitentiariull1, 
et quiderl1 sub poena l'elllcidentiue, ad i1lum qui censunUll hllit 
si agatur de censur~l ab hOlll1:He et ad S. Poenitelltiariam, ad 
BpiscoPUlll aliumve facuHate pl'ueditum, si de eensura a .J ure 
lata et speciaksimo moclo S. Secli reservata; eoru;rnque manda­
tis pa1'8nc1i (CUll. 2252). 

Tn ca • .,n nrljellt.i i.e, "i censura 1.5. exterius servari nequeat 
~ine periculo gravis scandali permanere per tempus necessarium 
ut RUperio~'eompeten,;; provv:deat, Oan. Poenitentiarius potest in 
foro i5aeralllentali ab omnibus peccatis at<]ue censuris, (luoque 
lllodo reservati", absolvere, injuncto onere recurrenc1i, nti supra. 
pro quomoclocumque reseJ'vat·is eorumque lllullclatis standi. l~t 
si rel~ursus fit moraliter impossibilis tunc, injunctis de jure in­
.!ungendis, et impos~t:J. congrua poenitentia et satisfactione, onus 
l'eeurrenc1i cecsat, excepto casu quo agatur de absolutione censu­
I (le confe:'s2.rji data compli.c~ in peccato turpi (Can, 2254). 

Bx uictis pa[et qllod parochns de (lUO in casu CUIll in €XCOltl­
l\lUuicationem 1.:i. S. A.postoJicae specia/i modo reservatam. 
propter negotiutiunem qU1\(estuosam exercitam incursus sit, pote,;t 
ad dictum ran. Poenitentiarium recurrere sive in periculo mor­
tis sive in ,:HSU urgelltJ tantUlll et, juxta supra c1icta, ab illo 
a.bsolvi, 

A. 'l'ABONE. 
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Book Chronicle 
D l~.8 p.J'~' E t.lJ.~ h(l~'a l ill~es we .are passing ,~hr~)\l,gh a,n,d t~le 

illlancml 11 dnellIt les whIch confront both wlltel sand le,1del:O, 
the publications of biblicul tl'.ansll1tions and commentaries is still 
pl'oct'eclina at :l i':lpid pal.:e, VVe give here a· runnillg commentar,\' 
on those publication that are mom easily accessible to our readers. 

'l'hE' fir.~t p:aee in this bulletin must be given to A Oatholic 
Oommentary on Holy Scripture the forthcoming pUblicution ot 
which has alrel1cl\- been allllounced in lllel. Theol. (8ee Vol. IV, 
No. 1, 1951, p. 5:t and pl'evioul:! numbers!. 'rIle book has now 
been published Lmc1 it is :lOpec1 to give a full account in the next 
issue of Met. Theol. 

'rIle Bible de Jerusalem is nearing (,omplttion. Since the 
last bulletin no less than 12 parts have appeared, nallle'ly: La 
GCII(\~e bv R. cle Yaux; [i.';wde bv B. Courover; Nombres b:\' H. 
Cazelles; ",TuUeb I)y L. H. Yincent; JucZith, Esther by P. B<1l~ilcq; 
Proverbes b~' H. Dnesberg-P. Auvray; Canfiqlle des Caniiqucs 
by A. Robert; .Jdl'(;lJlil?, La1llenia.tions, Bamch by A. Gelin: 
iln.ws, Osee by E. Osty; ]1/ichce, SQphonie, Nahwll by A. Geor­
ge; JOI1(/8 by -\.. Peuillet; Les EpitJ'(:s Pasiora/es by P. Dornier. 

In the Introduction to La Genese Fr de Vaux, while still 
uphulding the traditional v!ew of Mosaic authorship of the Pen­
tb.teueh, breaks definitely with the current Catholic theories or 
accidental .tl1.eratiOlli:', i:illlull aclclitions ancl other retouches and 
revisions of the text and J)l'opo~ei:i a Hew theory which may be 
described as the: cOllfluen(,e of various streams running from dif­
ferent "cllOOls. On the g;'onnds of Fr Yoste's lette~' to Cm·cl. Su­
harcl (~\AS. 1048, ·15-48) lw ac1tll it,; not onlv the existence of sour­
ces in the Penta:ench, but also a progl'es~ive growth in the Mo­
saic lu\ys and h istol'ical w; rratiYes clue to the social ancl religion,; 
conditions of later hues I p. la)' El' de Ynux unhesitatingly idell­
"ifie,; the sou]'(!€!:\ of the Pentateuch with the familiar documents 
.JBDJ:> vv'hich h6, however, prefers to call "traditions" rather 
than" document,,". rrhese traditiollS ·were put to writing between 
the end of the 10th tlnd the 5th cenury B.C. But, foHowing the 
8eandinavian s(:hoo1 uncl in comp' ete disagreement with the cri­
tical .vVellhnnStOll school. 1,'1' de Vaux introduces a period of oral 
transmission bet,':een the origiu of these traclitions and their 
written redachull. The traditions originated in the time of the 
events which thtJ'y relate, that is, in the time of the fonnatlon of . 
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the C11O~ell People. Now Moses ,cel'tain1y, played the most illl­
pOl'tant part ill t]le organ;zatioll of the ~s~aelite. ~ribes and in the 
moulding of their social, moral and rel1gwus h~e. ~loses, ther~­
fore, was tilt' .t.:l:lltral figure in those times, and It was around 111"; 
person that tho::,c tradit i(;l1s sprang up. In course of time new 
laws aud aclapt<1t ions of older laws to new conditions had to he 
llltl(lc~, but :llway;,; ill the ::,pir;t of the original Mosaic laws. It is 
on these lines that l"r d,~ Vaux huilds his theOl'v of the Mosaic 
authorship of tlw Pentateuch. rrhel:e i:::: another" point inFr de 
Yaux's introduetioll whi,eh ealls for notice. As the Yahwistic, 
Elohistic alld Priestly traditions or sources do not go farther than 
Numbers. and. ~m the other hand, the Deuteronolllic influence 
rUllll ing through J osue, Judges, Samuel and Kings .is almost 
non-existent in the first four books of the Pentateuch, Fr de Vaux 
8eparates Denteronomy from the Pentateuch connecting it with 
the historical bouks with which it, is said to form a homogeneous 
literary group. rClms the Pentateuch becomes a Tetrateuch with 
iL; ol'it;':na1 l:olH.:lu~ioD transferred to Deut. 34 (p. 17). 

III L'Exode Fr Couroyer follows in the steps of Fr de Vaux. 
He di8tingllidles three tll.lin lines of tradition, Yahwistic, Elohis­
('i(: alld rr:e~tly origillating {l'om oral narrativGr; and dominated 
hy thl' imp(J"illg figure pr 11o;:;es. The exodus is placed ill tll(' 
reign of Merneptilh (12:2·1-1:214) or, preferably, in the latter part 
fJl' the 10llg reign of Humeses 11 (1290-1224). Numbers too is 
lllade up of three traditions and its final edition is dated from 
',he f me of the exile. '1'he book of Judges has received its 
present form in the time of Esdras but its origins go farther 
baek. Origillull Y (!H'rc Wl'I'P two collect ions of traditions a N ortll­
CI'Il or hraclit~ colh'di01: and a" Southern or .Tudaean ~l](,. 'l'hc\' 
\\'('rc' cOUlhined kgether after the Ja.ll of Samaria in 722 by a d01;­
tl'l'OllOllli(' editor who i:-: also rcspollsible for the pragmatic setting 
()i~fhe: book. This fin;t deuterollomic edition was later supple­
meuied by the addition ut some historieal narratives of llational 
inie"e:-'i. The book of Ruth was written in po~t-exilic times, pro­
bab:y ,!bout the yeat' 450 B.C. It tells 'us an anelent Bethlehemite 
tradition abont Da'\'id'8 forbear::; with the SCOPe of foreshadow­
i ng the lJl1iversalistic c10ctTine of the N. T. Judith is an apoca­
lyptie work written about the year 70 B.C. The book of Esther 
has a historic ar,c1 a midrashie aspect" and its autboris a ,uiter 
uf' 8tories rather than a Listorian. The deutfTocanonical sectiollR 
arc given in thelr proper context, not in an appendix as in J e-
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rome's trans:ation. The book of Prov~bs grew from .smaller col­
lections and received its present form in the 5th century E.C'. 
Oanticles has a dramatic fO~'m, though it is not strictly a drama. 
Contrary to D. Buzy, who regards C'antieles as a collection ~f, 7 
poems developinf:. the same theme on the same lines (La Samte 
Bi/Jle tome Y I 2813·90) Robed divides the book into 5 poems 
aeserihing :}. eOl;tinnons 'ereseendo of mutual love between two 
::-hephel'Ch. The historical substratum unc1erlying the several 
poem;:; is not the return of Israel to r al1\'"eh, but the disilln8ions 
and disappointwents of the Israelite", who expected the old pro­
pheeies to he fnlfillfc1 soun after the l'etlll'n from the exile. Clelin 
foMowing Porle( hard (Le livre de .le(;rlmie. Stl'lIctlll'p d ,forllla­
tioll. Rp\'lle hibb,lw, :17,19:28,181-07), distingni8heR three litf'­
rarv forms ;11 th(~ hook of .T eJ'emias : oracular matter, lIal'l'atiws 
ill the fi/'~t pel'wn and narrative,.; in the third person. The biogra­
phi'cal section:' were written by Barnch, while the n·maining· 
padR were compcRed b~· .Harnch JeremiaR' preaehing and hiR own 
experience. The book receiverl its :final fOl'm in Babyloll dUl'ing 
the exi:e.Lamentations was written shortly after the fall of 
.Te!·u~a:em, hut it ('an hardly be attributed to Jeremias. Baruch 
belongs to the lVIaccttba€'an a;,:e. The authorship of Amos is up­
heId, alihough some versei' arc probably later additions. 'rIte book 
of Ogee i<: a {Xll!ection of oracle., and narrativeR written partly by 
the prophet himReif 'and partly by his disciples. Jonas is a c1ic1ae­
tic 110\'el meant to emphasize the Ullivel'salistic tendencies that 
were enrrent ill fhe 5th and 4th centuries H.C., but destitute of 
any h!storical bn·;is. It i" therefore a reaction against the parti­
clllal'istic spirit (If the times of Nehell1ias. The authorship or 
Micheas is recognized, with the exception of a few lines that are 
considered to date from the exile. This is also the author'R posi­
tion with regard to the book of Sophonias. '1'he book of Nahum 
is unhesitatingI:- ascribed to the homonymous propbet who wrote 
between Cl:? and (jOg R.e. Of the New rrestament writingR the 
Past..ora,l Ldterg alone eome in for a notice. The Pauline author­
ship is Yigorousl:' defended. and their date is pl.aced in the bst 
years of the Apostle's life, 65-67. 

Mgr Garofa.Io'·s Italian commentarv has been enriched by 
three volumes: ,Josue by D. Baldi O.F.:&!:.; Jerelllias by A. Pe~­
na·; Hcl)'few~ by Teorl. da Castel S. Pietro O.F.M. C~pp., and 
three subsidiary yolumes: P. Heinisch, Teologia, del VeGGhio 
Testa lllclIto; U. HolzmE:istel' 8.J., Sto1'ia dfi temp; del Nuo1)o 



1H Mm,ITA TIIEOLOGICA 

''Pestanlcllto; J Bonsinrerl S~J., n Giudaisl110 Palcstinesc nl 
tempo di O. Cri,to. vvhic:h have been re~viewed ill this periodica.l 
(Vol. I\T, No. 1, 19.5], 5.5-59). 1'110 commentaries are mtLrked 
throu~'hout hv t!le "anlE' .~tanc1arc1 of scholarship, sounc1 exeges;s 
and u~lpre,iu(13ced discussion of problems or literary criticism. 

C('he author of the book of Josue is not Moses' successor, but 
all anonvmOllS writer wh,) liven mllch later ,wc1 made use of ear­
lier som:~e,s. The· H(-)xatench theory is rejected, and the final re­
daction uf the benk is attl'jbuted to an editor living in the times 
of Ezeehias nr .J()~1ia,~, \"h" pnt together the traditions of the past 
for the instructitil1 of his contemporaries aHe1 subsequent ages. 
rehe eommentr.ry on Jeremias runs along the lines of modern 
Catholic Icritic!sGl. The author recognises the threefold division 
of oracles. hiog'u.tphic:al and autobiographical narratives, but he 
admits also sonle misplacementRboth in the compositions of the 
:::everal section" as ,vell as in th8i1' fin,11 combination. 'rhe diffe­
rent position of the proplwcieR against the natioDs in the MT and 
in the IJXX is explained b~T t,he hypothesis of two diff·erent forms 
of the HEbrew text. A more detailed explanation has been 
proposed in Mel. '['Ileal. III, No. 1,1950, 13£. The commentary 
on Hebrews follows traditional lines. Paul ig recognized as the 
author of the F,pistle. but the literary form is aUributed to an 
unknown dif',ciplp whom 1"1' 'l'eoc1., in agreement with Fr C. Spicq 
O.P. (L'Epith awr: Heb1'en.rc in La, Bible de Je1'l£8'alem) , is in­
clined to identify w'ith A poHo. Together with the majority of 
Catholic interpreters Fr rL'eod. holds that the original c1estination 
of the Letter i::. the Jucia.eo-Christian community of Jerusalem 
ancl c1iscurds SpiCq'R opinion that the addressees are the Jewish 
priests converted. to Christianitv. 

The French commentary La. Sainte Bible is proceeding more 
glowly. The only pflTt which has been publishec1 during the pe­
r:oc1 under review i" ,MaceR.bees, which is Vol. VIII, part 2 of the 
whole series. The 8.uthor, M. Granc1claudon, still clings to the 
oJder anc1 (~omrnon interpret.ation of the name "M'aiCcabee" aR 
"the hammerer", without mentioning the more probable inter­
pretation "tll€ naming' of the Lord" or "named lw the 1-1ord" 
proposed by A. Be~an (JTS, Ul29, 191£), a~a accepted 
b;V F .. M. Abel (Le Lzv1'es des Maeeabees, 1949, p. jii). The 
111Stol'lcal chnract.er of 2Macc . i,c; rigorously upheld and the c1if­
rences bet.:veen th~ two h<;>oks are easily explained as being due 
to t.he parbcular pomt of Vlew of the author 2Macc. But the reac1-
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(']' would have \vekomed a more detailed exposition of the purti­
eulur literl1r\' "eOl'O of th is historica'l book which, to a certain f'X­

tent. diffen," fr~)l1J that of :!.Macc. rrhus tht~ apparition of the an­
g-e:l',; scourgillg Heliodnrns. (~Ma~c. 3, ~B~30) may he sin~pl:v ,a po~ 
pular represenhltlOn of d!Vllle mtel'ventlon \P. Salvolll, (,cnen 
litterari 11('1 libri st,oriri dellli ntico Teslalllenfo in questioni bib­
fiche (Ilia [lice dell' enririlca "Divino afflrll1i(~ Spi1'it1t": Home, 
H)49, p. 8:3, n. 26). 

Fr. A Vacca:'i S.J .. 1he gellNal editor of the Italian transla­
tion which is heil~g puh'j"lled by the Pontificl1,l Biblical Tm;tit,ute, 
has given 11S the four Goope1s in one volume. The translation is 
in a terse fluent rmc1 ea.:;-; stvle; the introductions to the several 
Gospels art: ver,\ b~·ief. l,;ore' brief timE in the ]'rench series La 
Rible de Je'J'IINlkm, but the notes are more copious. rrhe baf'ic 
text of the ~l'[lnslht,ion ;s A. Meek, NO'l:1l11l Testamentum (lmece 
et la.tine. 4th edit., Home, 1942, hnt in a few passages the trans­
lators have ac10pted (liffei'ent re:ldings. These diyerg'ent readings 
a.re re~dstere{l in '1 cr itic!)1 appendix at the end of the book. An­
other appendix gives the sayings of the Lord recorded in some 
mss of the G0spel;;:, ill thf: Hebrew Gospel translated by Jerome 
in the Egyptian pltP~, ri and in other sources. The translation of 
the- Prophet::;, the coneludlllg' pmt of the Old 'T'estament, is due 
10 appear shortl~·. 

As regmd" the Amencan trallslation, which has been noticed 
in this pel'ic)dical (Vol. 11, No. 1, 1949, 70f; Vo!. TV, No. 1, 
] 951, 51), I p! efp]' to quote P .. Arbez. one of its chief promoters 
and eollabOl'at/)I's: "Th" work is well on its wa.v to completion 
with all it::; part.~ in the hl11ds of the final editors, and most of 
them in an adval,r:ed stage; of ]'ey~sion. Tt is foreseen that the first 
volume (Pentateuch io nuth incJ.) will appear in Sept.ember 
1952..... T!-,e rest of the O'r should be reach abont 1954 ...... The 
two small vc.Jull1f's, Geneslf: (1948) and Psafms (1950), have been 
published. not in final edition, but rather as samples" (The 
Catho7ic Biblical quarterly, Vo1. XIV, No. 3, July, 1952, 244f). 

And now a bst word "bout my Maltese translation. I am glflcl 
to annOUl1ee th3~ the translation of the Old 'l'estament has been 
'nlceessfully brought to Ill] end in November 1952, a. l,itt<le earlier 
than anticipatf'd. 'J'he trltllslatiol1 of the New rrastament will be 
undertaken ~d'-en i11(: response of readers will be more encour­
aging. 

7th- FebrU,tl y 1952 P. P. R AYD ON , 
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Book Reviews' 
LATIN LI'l'URGICAL MANUSCRIPTS AND PRINT­

RD BOOKS - Gl1icle to an Rxhibition held during 1952 -
Bodleiun Librury, Oxford 1952 - ()1 pages 'und 20 plates. 

From ,J nne to December laRt year the Bodleian Library 01'­

g'anised an ~x11ibiLion of I.Ju,tin I.Jiturgical Manuscripts and pl'int­
(ccl hooks. 'Plle ]'e .. ponsib;ljt~T for the choice of the itemR exhibitecl 
was entl'llstt'il tll the Rp\'. S . .T. ·P. van Dijk O.F.M., Phil.D., 
who for the pust two YPfH <; has bppn engaged in an examination 
of Hle I.Ja.tin Hurgical Il1flnnscripts at the Boilleian. Ft' van Dijk 
is editing this ~'ear fo)' the "Henry BradRhaw Society" the Ordi­
I/fs of Jlaymo of Fm:c·rsi!rllll so indispensahle for the study of t,he 
hisicwv of thp Hl.lman lih1l'?(v in the 1:ith cpntury. Re has besides 
already cont"ihntpo various stndips on thp Homan lit,urgy some 
of \\'hich 1ll1ve appemE'c1 in the JiJphcmr?ridf8 J.,itnryicaf. He was 
therefo),e well qualdlecl f(w the undertaking in the course of which 
he has macle "ome interes1'.ing discoveries and has aRcertained the 
place of origin of a number of manuscripts. Another point worth 
noting, [IS :30methin,9: CJ1It of the common, is that Fr van Dijk 
has, heside:.; a Llmiliarit:; with the Gothic scripts used in the 
writing of the mss, a gOl1(l Imowledg·p. of the musical notations 
llsed: the exl> ihition han 33 mss with mURical notations which 
were omitted in the BiGliotheca. MlIs-ico-Letteraria by W. H. 
Frf're . (2 vo1.~, London 1901). 

The ain1 of the exhihition was to j}lustrate the development 
of the various t~'P8s of service book in Western Europe from the 
10th to the 16th cfmtur.'/, and emphasis was laid especia,lly on 
hooks which are t.ypical of their class and illustrate the develop­
ment of the different sort:.; of service books and of the scripts used 
in writing them 

The catnlog'ne desQl'ibefl. (i) Mass books i.e. Sacramentaries 
(the hook uS8d b~- the celphrant), lectionaries (Gospel and Epistle 
hooks), chant hooks (graduals, R8Cluentiaries, tropers, ver8aries), 
missals; (ii) Offi(>.c books Le. psalters, nntiphonals, lectionaries, 
martyrologie" <111cl ohituaries, hreviaries, diu1'11a.1s. (iii) Rituals 
i.e. pontificals, rituals. processiona.Is; (iv) Directories i.e. ka1en­
nars, t'onales, ordinals; lV) Book of Hours (the laylUen's private 
prayer book); (vi) Varia. The walls of the exhibition were de­
('ora.ted with a collection of rllbhings of monumental brasses. 

The ms:; and books exhibited have originated in various En-
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ropean <IOulltl'ies: Ellg;and is repre.sented by 37 items, It~ly by 
;\~, France h~' '21, VVcstlq") Germany and the Low Count:nes by 
1.1, \Nales anc1 Irela],c1 b .. ~ each, and Spain aDd Portugal by one 
each. 

'rhe catnlogu2 does nor pretend to be more than an elemen­
tary guide to the mss exhibited. but the wealth of details given 
on each exhih:t :lre cel't.ainly very useful to scholars and clearly 
f)how ]i'l'. van Dijk'f) fallliliarit~· both with the Gothic scripts and 
the lllusicalnotatiolls used. 

'Pbe rlates illehlded ill the catalogue show examples of the 
. various seript'l in use ill the period covered by the mss exhibited 
i.e. the litip.f(l quaclrata 01' square Gothic, the [ittera 8Pnziqnadra'ia 
or lHdf square (-J.-ltilic, the littera rotunda or round Gothie, the 
notu!a in use sometimes in Italy for liturgical books, the littem 
jormata used in Italy j n:oteau of the aquare and half-square Go­
thic, aud the lilt('.r(£ Tl'f'sciY!:!G. or !:!ine p(~dibuB of Bnglish origin. 

Four plates s!1u\,; th", different kinds of [J111sical notations in 
use. the pbJes show an r';nglish 13th centul'y illustrated ca:lendar 
with eompetistic tables and prognostications, 'and the last plate 
illnstrates a Uth century eomputistic: hand from an Augustinian 
house 011 the \i\Telsh border. 

'['he c1r,l\villg 011 the ('over repl'OdllGeS the Paschal Hand ill 
tht, Glastonb:ll'~' portion c~ the Leofric l\Iiss,tl execut(ed about 970. 

J. LuPI. 

B. C. BFTLEH, 'l'!IC Oriuinality of Si Mctt:thelc: A Cri­
tique I)f the 'T'wo-Docnnwnt Hypothesi!:! (Cambridge 1951). 

As the titl", itseU clearly shows this is a ,york meant to de­
lllo;ish the ('lassical solution" of the Synoptic p~·oblel11. r,I'hifl solu­
tioll it0 hU:-:iul :)11 the two· dof.' 1Il11 en t hypothesis whieh puts at ill(' 
hasis uf onr Thl'ee ,,~·noptic.~ Uo:,pels hvo doeuments, that is, l\lark 
or TJr I,TaJ'}m>, Hlld ,l st':'ond hypothetical document called q. 
Q "'ouhl be ~lle Lo;:iu referred to by Papias anc1 would contaiin 
the sennOll;,; of Our Lord, Both our Ivlatthew and through him 
I,uke uepelHl Oll l.hEf)C two documents, of \vhieb only one, ]Vlark. 
is extant 

The ston o( tbif) theory starts with :Lachman (1835) who 
declared that' OUt' 1.1uee Gospels depended on two cOl~mon sour­
ees, writttm or otherwise. onc would he a· collection of the sav­
ings of Our Ll)re!, (~. and the other, n record of His c1oings, call~d 
UrevaIJgeliUlI! :::.\Iark reproduced the Urevangeliulll without ex-
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eluding the possibility of llis using the Q rl.oeulllent. I..JadlI~lUJ1 
did 1I0t tlecill~ the questicn who was the ear hest of the t.hree bos­
Vels . In exalllillillg more carefully the Urevangeliulll. the .follow­
en; of IJaehlllcm C::UUf, to condude that the U revangelllllll IS prae­
tieallv ~1ark' llcllee they llamed it the Unnarkus; again this Ur­
lllal'I~~l::; wa ~ later identified with our Mark with the comequence 
thal Mark snpplullted:\[atthew ill order of time. This neat. theo­
ry heW its ·)wn ill this form until 8treetel' began to speak of 
~£ark' s Llse of Q. 

h, hi::; work Bdlcr uttaeks the whole theory right away by 
tryillg to she w first that C;~ is nOll existent and a hypothesis pure 
and simple.. alld that Mark is dependent on Matthew. His argu­
llIents are lllarsk"lled in an illlposillg manner. 

J II the lin;t P,trt of b i~; book the Abbot of Downside examines 
the nOll-lllarkm; ma·terial eOlUlllon to Matthew and Luke to show 
that Q is Ulore tha·}; a eolleetion of the saJ'ings of Our Lord, ill­
deed it forllls a whole Gospel, that is, St. 11a.tthew. Luke is de­
pendcll t 011 ':vratt hew aud there is DO 11ecd for the presence of any 
eOJUIUOIl SOUrce. ':'Il()re()n~r, as one can see from the parable of the 
must<1rd ~ee(}, Wllich is nut in ,L Markan tradition being outside a 
~rarknll (IOntexi, ·Mark and Luke never agree against Mat­
t hew; tlli::; :-lhows that JJuke is dependent directly on Mat;thew. 
'l'lte crities muiutain th!.lt one eannot explain the conflation of 
;\Ta,rk and Q in flfatthe\v b,vr1epcndence of IJuke on Matthew. 
Strecier arguE:s that Luke's passages a.re llever inserted in the 
Markall context 11:3 in ~Iutthew; but this is not in harmony with 
all (he fads, "S()llletilllt'~ it is Matthew, sometimes it. is Luke, 
who gives (L saying ;n what is clearly the more original fonn" 
(p:.l:.e ]88). Ev;dentl,v here is much place for subjectivism in 
dccidinl·( which i" the p~'imitive or later form of a saying and it 
does not afl'ord ~l tKeurc i)asis for the establishment of an inde­
pendeut doculllellt Q. ::'ikreover a eomparative studv of the ser­
mons of Our rAji'd in ~Lltrhew and I~uke would sho~y that, espe­
("ially wi1lt respelli to tht) Sermon sm the MOllut, whilst in Mat­
thew \\;e have a ~llrllctnr:11 whole in Luke there is much editorial 
lllanipalation; ill I..Juke \V(~ have only 36 verses against Matthew's 
137. L-t:ke is trying to give a universal colour to Matthew't; 
Jewish atmosphere. Luke's sermon seems to be rather a sermon 
on charity; in it there is materiwl both from Matthew and Ma.rk. 
IJuke's G, 27 is all ailLlpkltion of Mt 5, 46; Matthe\y's sermon is 
found ill its entirety exc~:pt for it,:; Jewish traces in St Luke in 
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;iome place ')1' irt,nther; traces of 1VIatthew\, vo(~abulary is found 
in IJuke; Luke'" np8ion stands for Matthe,v'tj Faih!!r in lIeaivell. 
Hence Luke depends not on Q but directly on Matthew. 

After ,Hl exuminati(,u of the problem presented by the con­
jeetural Q Butlc" passes on to examine the relations between 
I\I,Ltthe\\- ana I\Iark. takin~ as granted that Luke is dependent ou 
the other hvo. If through a thorough study of the Matthew­
?-Iarkan pai.r i.s .;liOWll the depenaance of Mark on Matthew, then 
the dependence of Luke on Mark forows 'automatically. In 
ehapter Y1 Butler puts t It is question: Did St Mark excerpt from 
Matthew or a~a. St Matthew embody the 1larkall story in a great­
('I' whole? 'rl\(' writer concludes, after a III inute examinatioll of 
MaUhew't; great discOlll'Se~ a.ud teaching ,vhiclt are fauna ah:;oill 
Mark, whidl run to the number of 713ections (Mt 5, 5-7; 9,37-10, 
4~; 13, 3-5:2 ; 18, a-35 ; 21, 28-22, 14; 23; 24; 25) that Ma'ithew 
is the prilllittve OIlC. Not all these sections offer a fully cOllclusive 
proof but their eUlllulative effed is irresistible. Tn confirmation 
of thi:s cOlldu.sion in chapter VU, the writer examines the ns~ of 
the (~ by St Mark according to Streeter and Bume,v. Both of 
them statd dearly that Mark is not always the original form; 
while ~latthr:m is the prilllitive one. "'1'h:s means that either St 
~Iark copied ")Tatthew, or St Matthew (a) frequcntly recognised 
that ~fark was givin;; CL secondary version of a passage of which 
St 1f'atthew pos;;essed J, more original version in a source UtI­

known to LlS; (\)) inserted the versioll from the unknown source 
into the I\1a~'kan ('Olltext" (Page 1~2). 'rhis conclusion is further 
applied to other :;cc1iollS of the Gospels; hence the Matthaell ori­
ginality overstep . .; the great disC'o1ll'ses to include also much of 
the Nnrratiye. prudi'.~all'y 'ull of it. Butlel~ notes that there is a spe­
{' ial eharaderistic of !vla,tthcw; what he caLls doublets wh ieh he 
l'ollsid!:'l';; as cruss rd'crcllces; these so eallec1 cross-ref~rences are 
slllootlled off by ;:;t J\lark this is a deeisivc argument against the 
Markall priority. 'rh~ Aramaisllls in St Matthew'are suell as to im­
ply a transbJioil of an araltlaie original or a composition by :t 

writer who is t11inkillg' jn Aramaic but writing in Greek; it i:-; 
difficult to believe tlJat ,. the author was a writer of Greek com­
posing a Gospel by combining the Greek Mark with other sour­
ces and l1l:1terials" (J. 105). 

After this disenssiol1 Butler "passes on to give his own expla­
nat.ion of the Ul,(leniable facts brought in the limeliO'ht aO'a-inst 
the priority ·)f Matthew in favour of the traditional order. He ex-
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(':lldes the theo:'Y 'dlUt Matthew cOlllpo~ed the Di.:icourse:< by them­
sclws (jt'~t in AL'ltmi~ie (lnd then ylal'k coltlpu~t'd his own Go:;pd 
Illaki Ilg use ,)1' th" work of Matthew: later i\1atthev\' 'would take 
in hand .l\.tfark'.:i (-}ospel m,d his 0'''11 Discollrses and 'work out our 
(rllspel uf Ht -:\Ial thcw h:' combining jt with ~Iark. This 'would 
be too ('()]llplicat(~d :t solution; llnd simple solutiol1s are to be pre­
[erred (/ priuri, ~,~ithel' eun 011e accept \-oste':::; idea that Matthew 
wrote ill AmlllaLc ilrst; thEn :lVIark \\Tote his Gospel; then Mat­
thew';,; Uospel was ~rallshted into (+reek by one 'who had in his 
ham\s ;"t ::\Iark to help Lilll ill the translations of the common 
',ediolls. Again [his sins i1gaillst the innate cOllvidion of Butler 
that simple solutions 'He to be preferred; moreover tl1e Aramaisms 
which -:\Iatt:,e\i has in the .i\Iarkan passages cannot he explained 
i 11 sucb a t'heol'\', 

Butler 'lpi;les tll:Jl .\l.a.tthew wrote his Gospel in Aramaic 
which wU:-. tukccl1 OWl' b\- his co-apostles aR a,ide-memoirc duriug 
their [Jreachil1g They u-.:5c(l to supplement it by their own 1'ecol­
lediulis or 1.1 trunsbte it t;C tempore, especially when reporting 
Jesus' SerlUUllS OH the spur of the moment. Then when the Chris­
t in 11 lllOYelllent took fll'lll root in the G reek-speaking world a ver­
~i()1l of this Gospel W~lS prepared. In &t Mark hence we would 
huw the pl'l~:tching er ot Peter based on this Gospel of St ?lat­
thl'\v and his 0\'\'11 liwly recollections. Peter 'would suppress the 
<'}):sodes ,,,11i('h reclonn<1 to his O\VI1 glory to put in the forefront 
his mvn weakness!:'s and humiliation::,. 

This is in the wain outline the line' of thought of tbe writer. 
One cannot .:(0 into the fLlll details of the whole work in the brief 
'pall of a l'~view. S[rely t.he (Titici • .;m levelled against the two­
(l()(:UllU:~ntllr:- ltYl'othe::;ilSis decisiYe, especially the bring'i ng out 
or the fuct tLat :\[urk all,: Luke newr agree againtit l\Iatthe.w und 
tha;t. Q is pradiculh- St ~latthe\v. His h~])othesis as to the ori­
g';ll of :~vr aUllew :l1Hl.:\I:trk. cvidently cannot be supported by any 
conclusive evidence untl has the value of a pure hypothesis and 
!lot 11 iug more. '31()l'eoyer one \you1cl question perhaps the princi­
plc which is Clt rhc brlsis of much of the argumentation of But­
ler, llillllcl.\ that simple solutiolls are to be preferred a priori. Wc 
are concerned here \vith a strictly historical problem which can­
L10t be solved urdt';':s one follows closely the documentary evidence 
uyuilL: b' e 'whether ;.:udl ev:dell('e Jea~ls to simple 01' 'complicat­
ed solutionc;; llistoricall'e:llitv is more often than not much more 
complicated than Olle \voulc1'like it to be. Moreover it cannot be 
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said that Butler j'l always and absolutely immune from suhjeetiv­
ism especially when dealing with <luestions of st'yle and presen­
tation of facts ill the Gospe1s. 

Perhaps the chief merit of this work is to have brought into 
the forefront the questiLL1 of the literary relat·!on between Marl;;: 
and Matthew. Time only willi show what value has Butler's tl~e()­
ry as to the ori~m nf irark's Gospel and the way the Apostles 
used the Gospel ~)f St Mc,tthew; hut the value of t'he comparnti\Tc 
stuch' het"wecn MaUhe\\' and Mark has a permanent value and 
mad,s n Ilew line of app,'oach to the synoptic pl'ObIem. 

C. SAN'l'. 

LA 'FEOI .OGIA l,]'ALIANA NBL:LA PRIMA ~rl~rr;\' 
DEL SlijCOLO XX. Migrel7011f'(( cli sindi in OnO'l'B clf ilIOHS. Doll. 
CARLO FT";[).![ P'residr del/a P. Pacoltt'L Teologica di ilIilann 
a/ SilO LX X a 11110 di ~la (La SC1l0/cL Cattolica, amlO lxxx, set­
iembre-dicembre Hl52, fnsc. 5-6, pp. 3fil-546). 

In on01'e eli mons. doH. Carlo I"ip:ini ,(: stato iledicato l'anno 
8C01'SO i1 COllSnet.l numel'(; speciaIe di La 8CIIO/(L Cattolica, l' au­
torevole rivif'ta milanese eli r.;cienze religiose. Per chi non 10 sa­
pesr.;e. mOlh:l narlo Figi], i t' preside della "Pon tificilt Facolth ']'eo-
10giciCl della Metropo1i 10mbarda e fu dal 1933 a1 1947 direttore 
c1eTIa rar.;seg·11(i cbe ora gE offre, per i1 suo setta,tensimo comple­
anno .quest'interessantt:' Hlcco1ta di studi, la quale, pur serbando 
i1 cai'attwe c1i nna Miscellanea. ,.,,'ir.;pira da un criteI'io organico ea 
nnital'io in quanto si aggim principalmel,te intorno ad un r.;010 
aegomento, quanto importante altrettanto caro aU'illustre festeg­
gia,to ~ 10 svi1nppo, ciot" degli r.; tu Clii teologici ill Ttnlia durante la 
prima. tOl'mentata met:\ ("it:1 nor.;tro seeolo. 

T/ampin mt~r.;r.;e delll' pubblicaz!oni cl'indole teologica date 
alle stampe dag}; stndio"i italiani durante questo cinquantennio 
rJ 900-1050). ill tnl:te le molteplici forme (li manuali, monografie. 
pdiz!oni di Padri e teokgi 0 cl: testi biblici. cli versioni italiane 
c1el1a Serittura. intere 0 parziali, di articoli e stuc1i appal'si in 1'i­
viste scientifichc 0 divul~:ra tive. in hreve tuHo i1 mo.tel'io.le biblio­
grafico di nW"tg'ior rilevo apportato dag1'i italiani nel campo spe­
eifi.co del1a teoloi!ia. non esclnso quel10 eterodosso dei modernisti 
e dei protestc1nti, e qui classificato e passato in raSReng-na. 

Nell'ambito deHa dogmatica e clell'apologetiea, l'Italia. che 
ne 1 secolo sco~'So ha. dato nna falange cli poderosi teologi, come 
i1 Perrone, i1 Passaglia, 1l Palmiel'i, i1 M'azzella, i1 Franzelin, 1l0n 
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sembra abbia proseguito, in ql1esta prima meta del secolo, la glo­
l'iosa tradizione. La Francia, dopo gli smarrimenti e le incertez-
7.1" del perioc1o Iiupoleonieo e gli scollvolgimenti sncecssivi, ha 
ripreso in <)llesto, come in vari altri campi delle cliseipline teolo­
giehe, una decisa fiuperiorita. Bash rieordare, sempre ne1 quadro 
di quest'ultimo einqnnntemrio, il Billot, i1 de la 'Taille, il Garri­
gou-Tjugrange, i1 Gardeil, il d'Ales, i1 GaIt-ier ed una pleiade eli 
altri non mel10 noti cd antorevoli. D'altronde il Dictionnaire de 
'Theo/f)!}ie CatllOliqU0 ed it Dictionnaire d' A poZogMiqlle sono suf­
fieienti a dayci 1:.1 misnra della preparaJ~ione scientifiea del cIero 
francese. 

r paragoni, si sLlol (\:re, sono odiosi. Ma questo mfl'ronto A 
balena,tosponianeo 11.e1la nostra mente a leUnra finita della luci­
daesposizione ehe nella storia di M e.zzo Secolo di Teologia DO(f­

m.atica. e Apologe'tiaa in Itali<L (1900-1950) ha compilato L. Allevi. 
E consolante notnre. peril, che teologi ed apologisti (h una certa 
portata non SOl! rnancati. 'rra i piu recenti meritano i primi posii 
il Roschini, il Da,~'ara, il Bm>;zola e fOl'se pill ch tuUi P. PAREN­
TE e A. PIOLANTI ht, cui Colleatio 1'heoloqica Romaila a,d 
tlsum sernhw1'iofll1l1, Homa€' , 1947-1950 dovrebbe trovarsi nei 
nostri due Semill'l1'i ed in tutti i nostri nnmerosi Conventli. 

Nel C!1mp{) dell a morale e del diritto canonico, gli Italiani 
hanno conti:11latc> Ire loj'() trarlizione. n D'AnnibaIe con il suo 
latino conciso e cla88icheggiante, con la sua erudizione ed i suoi 
ragionamenti selTati, il Bue(,eroni la cui fama di giovialita. e 
giunta anehe ai no"t1'i lidi attraverso i numermi preti maltesi che 
I'hanno avuto iwrnperato edindimenticabile maestro, il Cappello, 
(more ilella Pontiftcia Universita Gregoriana, il Gasparr.i, ordina,­
tore abilif;simo della odiema disciplina canon iea, l'Oietti, vero 
luminal'e del diritto eceh'siast-ico, sono nomi di fama mondia,le. 
Ne mancano valorosi mfl·nnalisti come il Piscetta ed il P. Tom­
maso lorio c1elh T)ontifi,::i[l Facolta TeoIogiea "S. IJuigi" di Na­
poli, il quale 'ha tmtteggiato a 8to1'ia ilE'gli sludi eli mora.le e ili. 
diritto nel periodo in esame. 

Gli studi biblici in nalia sono ogP:E'tto eli un breve ma utilE' 
articolo el'i LeOrlp. TOllddll, T1 Mel'eati, l' Amelli, il Vaeeari, jl 
Ricciot'ti .il 'l'onilelli, il Garofalo, direttore del doUo CtlrStl8 della, 
Ribbia, testimonia,no i1 progre8so che si e fatto in fjueRt'immenso 
campo del'la. Serittnra che sembrava, fino ad akuni decenni fa, 
monopolio degIi studiosi protestanti e razi.onalisti, tede8chi ed in­
glesi. AU'Istitufo Biblico va natnralmente gran parte del merito. 
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In fatto c1i stnrli patri':ltiei, la pall'ia eli Angelo Mai non Ri ~~ 
smentita Miche/f> Pf'llc(Jril1o dell'Uni\-ersitiL eli 'rorino ha 1'accol­
to quanto tii meglio :'Italia ha prodotto in questo ramo delle scien­
ze sacre, c1l1l'ante il pe~'ioc1o in parola. Il contributo italiano e con­
siderevole, ma pur bisognr; Donstatare, come cl'altronde schietta­
mente ammette j; PeHegrino, chee anoora inferiore a <111ello di 
nltre nazioni. 'fengono i primiss,ilI1i posti il Mercati, Pio Franchi 
de' Cavalieri, il Casamass'l, S. Colombo ecc. Ne voghuno dimen­
tieare Umberio :\Ioriecn (he fu per f]ualche anno (l988-HlR51 ti­
iolal'e della catte:lra di ]t't'teraturft htina ftIb nosh'a Regia Uni­
venntll dell a Yulletta. 

Un rticolo sul contrihuto ita,liano all'incremento clell'areheo­
logia cristialHt ('\[a!"ucchi, Grossi-Gondi, Giovannoni, 8eaglia, 
losi, FelTlla ecc. I, dell a liturgia (Sc'huster, Stefani, Yismara, n i­
ghetti, ecc.\, de1h stOl'ia ecclesiastica (Savio, Lanzoni, ]')remoli, 
eec.) avrebbe, ei pare, re;~c piu completa. la vis~one panoramica. 
?o.[a il volnme ,anche con 'luesta lacuna, c una nobile e viva testi­
moniuma deHa sempl'e pill rigo.gliosa fioritura degli studi teologiei. 

G. MIZZT. 
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