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The Literary Structure of Isaias 40- 55 
and the Servant Songs 

THE Sen'ant SOD.gS pl'oblell! has ill recent year::; hperl mainl:; 
centred on its exei£etieal asppct, that iR. the personality of 

the Servant and his mission. The litem!'\" relations of the songs 
with their immediate and remote context~ nre eith~r entirply pass­
ed over or very briefly and inadeCluately dealt \\'ith. 'There is to­
aay an incrpasing tt'ndeney to consider the songs as an integral 
part of the sections 01' chapters in which the:\' stand (1), but 110 

further attempt is made to place the sungs in their remote and 
broader context and to interpret them ill the light of the'general 
context. If it is true that these songs becomE' meaningles,., !f the~' 
are isolated fmm their imrnec1ia le context, it is e(]lHllly true tIla t, 
their meaning w.ill become gl't'atly "bsc-urec1 if they are vie\vc(l 
apart from tlw general line of thoUQ'ht that is traceable in the l'E''lt 

of chh c.1O-55. 

The inadequacy of the treatment of the literary problem ap­
pears the more clear from the many c1iiTerent ways of dividill;Z 
chh 40-55. Thus W. Stae!'k divides so: 40; 41; 42, 1-4L1, 23; 
.14,2/1-'15,25; 46, l-L18 , 21; 49,1-50,3; 50, -1-52, 12; 52,13-56, 
13 (2). J. Fischer, who separates the Servant Songs from their 
context, proposes this division: :[0 (prologue); 41,1-29; 42,8-12; 
42, 13-H, 23; 44,24-46,25; L16; 47; ,18; ·19, 9b-13; 49,14-50, H; 
51,1-14; 51,17-52,19; 5,1; 15:'5 (epilogue) (:3). I{issane divides 
eh11. 40-515 into 7 poems, each consisting of three pnrts and fo1-
10we:c1 by a tailpiece: 40, JA2, 12; 42, 13-44., 2~1; 44, 24-4(); 47; 

(1) C. C. TOl'l'e~', The Second Isaiah; Ed'inhnrgh, U)28 , 137-40; E. .T. 
Kissulle, The Book of Isaiah; Vol. Il, Dublin, 1943, lxii; A. Bent­
zen, Intl'ndllciion, to the Old Testament, HI, Copenhugen, 19119, 
113; .J. Lindbloll1, TII c Serrant Songs h~ DCllfcl'o-Isaia./,; LUllc1, 
Hl51; 11.. IJ. TOUl'nay, Les Ohanfs dn SCl'vitclll' dalls la Secondc 
1Ja l'tic d'Isaie, Rev. bibl., U)52 , 359ff. 

(2) Die Ebed Jahwe-Liedcrin JcsrJja .Wff, L('ipzig, 1913,59-68. 
(.'1) Isaias .W-55 1/11(l die PCl'iJ.-oJlPlll'om Gottcsl;necht; Munster i. 'VC., 

19]6, 49-53, 75-78. 
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-18; '19,1-50,3; 50,4-52. 12; 52, 13-56, 8 (4). 'l'ournay proposes 
this division: 40. ]2-42,12; ,12. 12-14,,23; 4,1, 2'~-48, 22; 41), 
1-13; '19, ].4-50, 3; 50.4-11; 51,1-8: 51,9-52,12; 52,13-53, 
12; 54 (5). 

This variet" of division is dm' to a certain extent, to a mis­
nnderstandin,g' of the literarv stl'uct~ll'e of chh 40-55. Even Tonev 
himself, who'-more than an}-body else has enquired into the lite-
1'ary features 0'£ the several poerns, has failed to discover thp fun­
damental principles ,,,.-hich govern the composition of the poemfl 
contained in chh 40-55. 'l'hus in his analysis of ch 40 he diRtin­
guishes three parts: a lyrical introduction, \Cv 1-.11. the argumen­
tative portion, vv 12-26, and the conclusion, vv 27-31, (301). The 
structure of ch 50 is said to be similar, except that the argumen­
tative passage precedes the lyrical or dramatic (p, 301). The poem 
contained in 42, 1-43. 7 iR also conRiderec1 to be similar in the 
manner of its composition to the one which constitutes ch 50. III 
both cases, says Torrey, it is evident that the structure of the 
poem is carefully planned (p. 323), But he fails to recognize the 
same plan in the other pom11s. Thus. for example, he breaks up 
the poem contained in 43,14-44, 23, or, according to him, in 43, 
8-44,23, into two distinct poems, ct3, 8-44, 5 and '14, 6-23. Bnt 
the latter poem is only the argumentative portion of the poem 4B, 
8-44, 23, and its separation from the main body' would spoil thc 
artistic and symmetric.al structure of the whole poem, 

The purpose of this note is to examine more closely the lite­
rary structure of chh 40-51) with a view to laying a more solid 
basis for the interpretation of the Servant songs and the rest of 
ch 40-55. The investigation will be carried out on purely literarY 
lines, independently of any theory or explanation of the songs and 
their relation to the context. The conclusions will be : 1. the Ser­
vant songs form an integral part of the context in which they 
Btand; 2. chh L10-55 consist of two perfectly parallel groups ;r 
poems related to each other not only in their general outlook, hut 
also in the composition and development of the several poem::;; 
3. ch 42 is probably misplaced a,nd should be transpOi~ed after ch 
48 or at the beginning' of the ~eeond group. 

* 

(4) Op. cit., xxxii-xxxiii. 
(5) Op. cit., 361. 

'. ill 
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Interpreters generally agree in dividing ehh 40-55 into two 
parts: ,10-48 and 49-55 (6). The first section is called 'the Yah­
weh-Israel hymns', because the person addressed is Tsrael-J acoh 
the other if; called 'the Sion-Jerusalem hymns', hecause here Yah­
weh addresses the city not the people. The central theme of the 
first cycle is the approaching end of the captivity and the exiles' 
retnrn to their homeland; \..,-hile in the other cycle the prophet ;s 
foretelling the glorious restoration of Sion. 

It is also agree:d that each section is rnade up of a number of 
self-consistent poems, more or less loosely connected with each 
other, but dealing, in different ways, with the same subject. There 
is no progress in thought in the several poems of each group; the 
theme is always the same, the approaching d.eliverance and the 
restoration of Jerusalem, but the treatment is different. Vole shaH 
now proc€'ed to analyse the poems. 

I 40, 1-31. 

The first poem extends over the whole chapter. It is a poem 
complete in itself with an introduction, an llrg'umentative portion 
and a conclusion. Kissane makes two poems out of ch 40, but his 
analysis shows clearly that the two poems are in reality two partR 
of one poem (7). 

In vv 1-11 the prophet annonnces the approaching end of the 
exile and the return of the exiled Israelites to their country. Yah­
weh himself will lead his people back to their homes as a shep­
hen1 leading his flock. The' glad tidings a,re given not only to the 
exiles. blit also to the cities of Judah. Man is perishable and can­
not stanrl ag'ainRt God's purpose and thwart HR execution. We 
have here, therefore, the ann01lncement, of the approaching de­
liverance. 

Vv. 12-26 cOl1Rtitnte the argumentative part of the poem. 
The exiles ReE"lTI to have been slow to believe the glad tidings. The 

(6) See A, Zillessen, Israel in Dantell'll,ng 111ld Be1l1'teilung DC11tel'O 
jesajas (in Zeit,~ch1'ift fur die alttest!bment/iche W'issenscha/t 1904, 
275); J. Fischcr, op. cit" p. 19 and Das B1/ch lsaias, 1939, Il, 6f; 
Fisrher however divides. chh 40-55 at 49, 13; Staerk, op. cit., 57; 
Van del' Ploeg, LeH Ohants du ServitellT de Jahve, Paris, 1936, 17; 
A. Fenillet, DBS, art. baie, 698f; R. J. Tournay, Les Oh ants d1~ 
Servitellr dans la seconde partie d' !sale (in Revue bibliq1le, 1952, 
360), 

(7) Op. cit., p. 3. 
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propllPt t:'1l<.:Ourage" tlWlll by ettlplIHsiziJlg' (loci's olllllipotence ::mcl 
OllJllj"ciellce, IJ is tl':lIl;;Cellclellt great/flP"" ami 11 i;; incoUl parH blt-­
lInss. Yailweh i" the el'eut()]' of the 1111 iYerse and the lord of :111 
lIation,; all;] J'ukl''';, 'rile i(lol" are tile \york of lllall and ha\'p 110 
[lower to deta;]I the exile,;. TbE'rel'ore tlw argll111ellt of tbesp IV is 
tlip (U,SlIraIlC(, or the deliverallr;e delllollstrHter1 b~' the iltlllleaSllr­
abl!' greatlll':-;;; of God and the ll()thil1~'lH:'SS of the heathen gods. 

y, :27-::n fOJ'lll the c'cJIlelll;;ion ()f ':11(' poelll. Yah\\,('h's infinite 
power and wi;;dmli are a c:uflicit'llt guarantee for tbe' fnlfilllwllt or 
ilis pl'Ollli~it's. 'l'he (ic-spoJltiellt exiles I!lUst therefore belil'\'e the 
pl'OpllPt's lllE'ssagt', fof' the delIleranl'e will celiainly bt· bJ'on!~'l!t, 
about in a "llurt tilllE'. 

Tllus we have ill tlli" ehaIJtt:'!' a dloc:eh' knit poem eo)]sistintl' 
or three well lletillec1 parts. (;()d HlI1l0llll'Cf'S, a:::sul'l'S, confirm,. 
'1'lip transition j'l'OllI one part t() anothpf' may "cc m abrupt. hili 
tile ulIderlying' thonght which hiIHlc; thew up into one whole is 
appurl'nt throughout. 

II 41, 1-29. 

TIll' main tht'lne :lllcl tllP "l;l'uctm:l" or this poem hayc often 
ileen lIlisl'l'pn'sentecl. If T alll not entirely mistake'J1 tlie poem is an 
(,lahot'iltioll, though frolll a diffel'ent point of view, of the theme of 
the [Jl'ecE,d illg poem, rHllllely, the cleliwl'nnce of the exiles. '['Ol'l'<'\' 

is hal'dl~' right when lIe sayf' that 'tlw l1Jlfol'bll1nte hypothesis 01' 
a proplil:'cy of the retnl'll frOll! rhe !3abylolli:ln ('xiIe lias blinded 
t he c'~'es of onl' he"t scholar:,;. and turncd Exegesis upside ,10wl1' (8). 
r should ratIler say that l!le prol1linenee givcn to the historical 
background ha" blinded tile eH's ,,1' lllany interpreters so af> ]lot, 
to let thEm see the cOlll1f'xion bet,wecn ,his poem and the preeec1-
ing' one. True it is. the deliverance is never expressl,\; mentioned, 
hnt everything ill the poem Set'lllS to point in that direction. 

Yv 1-7. 'I'll(> fJmphet begins by announcing the appearance nf 
a pprsonag'e who ha;; bec·n called hy (lod te, conquer all kingdoms 
and subdue king's to hi::: power. PeopleR will be terrified, lmt 
nothing will stop his triumphant: march. '['he fall of Bahy!on is 
ililplied, and the release of the exiles is therefore implicitly f01'I'­
told. Becf\use the fall of Bab\'lo11 iR C(lll si del'('(l ,not as an iRolate,1 
('vont in history. but as a rH;rt of a widespre:ul military expecli-

(8) Op. cif., p. :311. 
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IlOll "which will sweep lll'l'i):,oE illllllellHe re~i()IlH ()\"el'throwill;l all 
j,;ingdollIH and subduing all kingH. Yailweh, an etc'rllal Uod. \\'Ij(J 
directH the destinies or nations. will raIse up this ull!lalllcd l:Oll­

Cjllt'l'Or and deliver up killgs and natioilH into his hnllc1~. 
\'\'. H-~(). The leading idea df this sec'lion is Ya]l\veh's ('l('c­

tioll uf Abrahalll and llis unfailillg help to the Israelites. \Vllik 
the natiolls are terrified at the approach of thl'~ eunqueror. Israel 
i:.; a~surecl of Clod's protedion. The people 0[' braeL dlOr::ell 1).\' 
(;oc1 and c1estiue,d by him for n special llJ issioll. lut:::. lIoth;ng to hl 
afraid or, because (lod i" with it, and lluthlllg' call frustrate U()d'; 
plans. r[he Ilatiolls enCOlll'Uge and help l'ach other. but [snll,1 i~ 
I'Il('oUl'aged and lll'lped hy (~od !M-lO), As a result of this diyillP 
assi:-;tam,p Israc'l \\'ill bc' san'cl ff'()lll destruction ill tile COlllin(2' 
w;rld-crisis and its enemies will be cOlllpletd,\' overthrowll. TI1) 
prophet is) lluturnll,", thinking" of Babyloll. VV'c have, therej'o]'!:', 
here a clear l'efen'llce to the hraelites' deliH~I'HIlCe f!'Olll captivit~, 
111-1::l)' God aSSl1l'es agaill tIle exiled lsntl'litcs, oppressed alld 
despised, of his help lJy whidl they willllot ollly he deliH']'ed, but 
will al:-;o overcolllP and shatter all their enemies (!cl-Hi). Despite 
their Illil:)eruble ,coll(litioJ1 they will ]jot bc forsaken h\' (; od who 
willleud them back to their h~ml and bestm\' upon thE,ill all ahull­
danee of spiritual ble:-;sings. :\1I (hi,; "'ill be all indisputahle proof 
uf God'l:) Olllllipotellee (17-~UJ. Tltere[ore VY 0-:60 cOllshute tlll' 
argulllclltati\'p part, of the poem. nod i"ill deliver Isl'uel lW(!illl';t' 

hp is an ,dmigitty Clod. he has cho:-;pl) Israel for a particular work 
and will erver help him until the L:olllplete fulfilrllent of bis llli~si()!l. 

Yv :J1-2\). This ~.t~l'i:ion i,. llla(l{' Hp 1)1' two apparently diS('011-

lleeted parts. VV ~l-:2·J Ull,a :2;)-~n. I il :21-:J-l Yah\\'eh clwlleng;',; 
tlte heathen L(,oils to adduce Eyidell('(' of their j'orc-kllowled).u' or or 
their power to do :-;oltlpthin,'.;. It is \ah\\'dl, [llld Yahwel; aloll". 
,vl]() call foretell the futu]'e. He !tas foretold thp yido]'ies of ('·\"1'11'-; 
alld this 11l'('(lidioll is n,ll[,(; glWl'Hlltc'(" that },;dl\\'t'h':,; Jll'edi~:ti()r; 
of I:orael's c1elin'rallce will be fuIfllll:::l as \wll (:2:)-:2\)1. 'l'ltC't'dol'1' 
LItis seetioll is the confil'lllatioJI of (iod's 11l'l)Jllise of (h,liwnH1('c. 

So we hayc ill Uli:-; poelll tno the thr('(' ('ollstitlH'Jlt parts wh;('il 
we hayc Jloticed JIl lhe first poelll. Yahweh anllounces. tllOl1;l'h illl­
plicitly, the cnd of the exile; he delllonstrates the truth or lli~ 
:tIl110UI1CellH'nt by a:'serii:lg his c!Joice of lsnH~I, llis po\vel' and his 
1I11failing aRsistance to hi:,; pe')ple: he c()llelndes by "('()l'll;llg tltp 
impotence and tlll'.nothillglll'ss of thp pagan god~ and I'p-a:-;s(:,l'tillg 

bis foreknuwledge alld JlIfllliu' pl)\\'el'. 
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Although the subject of this poem is substantially the same as 
that of the prece:ding one, the dewlopment is different. In the 
first God announces in very general terlllS the approaching end of 
the exile; in the other he also declares the lllanner in which de­
liverance will be effected. God will raise up a mighty conqueror 
who will overthrow Babylon and many other kingdoms, and the 
Israelites will be released. 

III 42, 1-43, 13. 

'1'he analysis of this poem is Lased upon the atisUll1ptioll that 
the Servant Song (4:3, 1-4) forms [111 integral part of the poem. 
\Vhether this assumption is right or not will appea.r from the anCl­
lysis of the other Servant pOelllti. 

Another important qnestion is the extent of this poem. It is 
generally agreed that -12, 25 is not the end of the poem, but there 
is no agreement as to where the poelll ends. Many interpreters 
eaITY the poem to 4,1,23 (9), but ·11, 2B is the end of another poem 
plauned 011 the same lines as the preceding ones. Torrey closes the 
poem at ·ia, 7 (10), but '13, 8 is so dosely conneded with 42, 18iT 
that it must be eonsidered as the continuation of a poem rather 
than the begiull ing of a new 01lC. 4;), 13 is a more fitting concln­
sion as we shalll see from the following analysis. 

\Tv 1-4. 'rhe prophet introduces here for the first time the 
Servant of God. Although the people of Israel had already heen 
called 'the servant of God' (41,8. D), the Servant of this poem is 
an altogether ditIerent person; ht' is endowed with the 8pirit of 
God, he has a mission to accOlllplihh, he will be unobtrusive in 
the way of fulfilling his mission. Hnch a description does not; suit 
the servant of ch 4l. 

"\Tv 5-9. '1'he mi~8ioll of the t)(,l'vant is describt'd as the e~tab­
lishment of a covenant with Yall\\'eh, the opej]in~' of the eyes M 
the lJlind, and the liberation of those who sit in the darkness of 
dungeons. Now the question arise;; : Is the mission of the Servant 
to be understood in a purely tf'ltlporal sense as the deliverance 
from captivity or in 11 broader spiritual sense as the conversion of 
the heathen world to Yahweh? This question is connected with 
another question, namely, whether vv 5-9 are the continuation of 

(9) Staerk, Fischer, Kio.sane, 'fournay, Denllefeld. 
(lO) Op. cit., p. 321-4. 
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vv 1-,1 or a new poern in;uepenuellt of the preeedillg one. 'nlOse 
who stand for the latter alternative identify the mediator of the 
new COVE'llilllt with Cyrus, the deliverer of the captive Israel­
ites (11). '1'hose ,yho make 5-9 the continuation of 1-4 explain the 
opening of blind eyes in y 7 as a metaphor for the conversion of 
the Gentiles ,and the release of prisoners as the deliverance of the 
exiled IHraelites (12). It ii:l preferable, perhaps, to apply uoth me­
taphors of the Ulilld eyes und the prisoners sittillg in darkness to 
the nations who will receive light and delivenmee from ignorance 
through the Servant of Yahweh (13). 'rhe prophet's conception 
of the Servant's miss!on is predominantly universalistic an:d ill 
110 way restricted to the exiled Jews. The Servant will establish 
God's law on earth (-4:2,4); he will bring salvation to allmallkind 
('19, G); he will make expiation for the sins of all men (53, 12). 
It is true that the prophet's description of the Servant's mission 
may have been influenced by the circumstances of the Jewish cap­
tives, but still the mission remains essentially universal. Viewed 
from this broader standpoiut the Servant's mission aSSUllles a far 
greater importance than the deliverance from the Babylonian 
captivity and enters into the plan of God's universal redemptioll 
of which both the Exodus and the aeliverance from eaptivity were 
only preparatory steps. 

Vv 10-13 are a brief lyrical poem called forth by the thought 
of God's redemptive plan. 

Yv 14-17. These verses are generally taken by interpreters to 
refer to the deliyerance from Babylon. III fact the tenses in vv 
J5. 16 seem to denote future eve1{ts. But the deliverance from 
Babylon is neyer described as a devastation of the land and a dn'­
ing up of streallls lll1d riverf) (4:3,20; 49, 10.11; see also 35, G-I0). 
}\{oreover the imperfect tense,~ in vv 15. IG do not necessarily de­
llote a present or a future action, the~' may denote a past adtion, 
as they stand in a context describing past actions, 'these things 
ha ve I done to them, and have not forsaken them' y IG (14). N 0\\' 

if Vy ,14-16 refer to the past, there is no other event to which they 

(ll) 

(12) 

(13) 
0,1) 

A. Vaceari, 3Iiscellanea Biblita, Il, 1934, 222; van der Ploeg, up. 
cit., p. 29. 

Dellnefeld, La 8ainte Billle (Pirot-Clamer), lsa:ie; Tournay, Revue 
bibliqllc, 1952, p. 370. 

Ki~sane, OP. cit., p. 38. 
G. R. Driver, Problems of the Hebrew Verbal S!Jstem, Edinburgh, 

1936, p. 141. 
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c;an be applied except the <1eliverttllce from Bgypt. Therefore ill 
n 11-17 wc have the illitial t:>tage ill the great work of redelllp-
1 iOll whic;h hud io l)e u(,(,(;lllphhed through the in;;tl'UlllCll lalily 
or Israel. (lod had ch'ded tlit' pl'ople of hrael in the perSOll 01 
.\brahalll, brought thcll] out of li~g'yjlt, entered into a ;;peeial eo­
n;llallt wilh tlH'lll, mude them his 011O"en people and an in;;tl'll­
Iltent ill the exec;utioll of his plan of ullivcnml salvatioll. But the 
pcople tumed their back to Uocl, fell into idolatry and thus, ap­
parently, fnmtrated God's pnrpGse. 

"\' 1::;-:3;>. The pe()ple of IsraeL deaf to God's wUl'1ling;; and 
I)jilld to l]is privileged po::!itioll :t1110Ilg the nations, wus puni;;hed 
with the BuiJyloniall exile. Tlli;; i;; the general sense of these V('I'­
:-;e" although tll(' lllC'allillg of v 1\) i;; not dear. Some cri tie;; olllit 
IIJb.d (Pischer), others olllit Hk.u ISteinlllHnll-Auvrayl. 'rho 
\\"ord }Jl(;,,/llIl/a }1/ if' trallslated either a:-; a propel' ]lame (Fischel', 
/saia8 40-55 U'JI(/ di~ PerillOp~J/ VO}}l (iottesknecht, p. 40; Stael'k, 
() f!. cit.) Ol' as a participle 'the covenanted one' (IZissane), 'the 
befriended ODe' (Skinner), 'del' Yertraute' (P ischer, I saias Il), 
'j'amilier' (Dennefelc1i. Despite thetie textual and exegetical ques­
tiolls. (lie gent'ral sense of vv 18-2;'5 remaIns dellr, that is, the 
punishment of the people of Israel with the exile and eonsequently 
(he fru;;tratioll, at least for the time being, of God's purpose of 
rec1em piion. 

,J:,l, 1-8. But (lod's purpo:-;e canllot he frustrated. Despite it;; 
prt';;ent wretclwilne:-;s Israel \"ill not perish. Yahweh will deliver 
it at (he eo:-;t of such \y('alth~' nations as J1jgypt, Bthiopia and Sa­
lm, which he will gi\"e a;; a prize to Cyrus. Israel is precious ill 
till' sight of Yahweh and will, thcrefore. be brought back to it;; 
])()llldand. 

VV'D-1:3. Yahwt'll c()]']'()iJoratcs Uti:' truth of his promise. HI'. 
edill he alone. call fO]'(,[I']] the futlli"t', and the people of Ic.l'Lld will 
bear evidence t() the truill of God's prolllise;; and predictions. 

y\'e call lW\\' easily trace out th(, development or thi;; POl'lll 
alld ]Jring ant the logical cunnt'xioll bet.ween the ;;evend part:.;. 
'rile prophet begins hy imrodu(:ing the person of the Sel'Yllnt of 
Yahwch and describing h;s mis:-;;on. 'flle Servant's mission failed, 
but God';; plan cannot be frustrated, and success is finally assur­
ed. '1'he struet.Ul't' of this poeltl is vhercfure different fl'Om'that ()[ 
the preceding two and llHi,\" be sUllllllUrized thus: description of 
(he Sel'Yunt';; mi;;siull, apparent failure, assurance of nnal ;;llccess. 
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IV 43, 14-44, 23. 
Yv 1-1-21. 'I'he prophet ann(mnees the approaching end or 

captivity. Babylon will be oYertilroWll alld Yahweh w]1 bring his 
people back to thell' country in II manner that _vill surpass the 
(·xoc1us from Bgypt. . 

Vy 22-·1·1, gO fOI'111 the tlr!_!,umentative section of the pOE'm. 
'],he argumentation l:onsists of two parts, 22-·14, ;) and 44, (i-gO. 
Israel has no claim to nod's llIercv; they haw sinnerl and deserve 
nothing hut punishment (22-28): But Clod's bond with IsraPl 
stands finn and he eannot dest]'()~' tl1f' whole people; the people 
Illwe atoned fol' their sino~ in the exile, Clod has forgiven their sins 
:mc1 \vill Uike them again into his faHHlI' 0·1, 1-;»). The second al'­

gOlllllent is this: Yahweh is all all-knowing and an almighty God. 
he can therefore deliver his people; the pagiul gods, which are 110-

thing hut the work of man ,haVE' 110 power to detain them (6-20), 
Vv 21-28. Conclusion. Israel's sins are completely forgiven, 

dt>liverance is certain; let all the people praise God's won:C\erful 
work of redemption. 

\Ve have t.herefore in this poem tlw three parts which ,vc 
have noticed in the first two. lHl.lllely _ an nonncement of delivE'l'­
ance, a"snrance of proltliRE', and confirmation. We need not, 
therefore, consider ~+4, (i-93 .as a separate poem, an elaboration <)f 
40, 18ft and a rebuke tothe people ('l'0 l'l'CY, Kissane). rrhe pro­
phet.'s argument is not.: Do not. worship the idols because they 
are not gods; but: Gor1 alone has the pov;er to release you, the 
idols are absolutel~' powerless. As Israel's sins are S!npposed to be 
forgiven (44, 29). there can he no reason for rebuke. 

V 44, 24~45, 25. 

·t'L 24-28. Before allnouncing the forthcoming deliverance, 
Yahweh introduces himself as the creat.or of heaven and earth, f1 

God who has t.he power of direeting human events in such a wa~! 
as to make the predictions of the pagan soothfiayers prove faIRe 
and those of his prophets prove true (read 'servants' for 'servant'; 
Fischer, Dennefeld, Kissane, Steinmann-Auvray), a God who can 
rebuild Jcrwialem and dry up the deep sea. 'fhis is an introduc­
tion to the IU1l10UnCement of t.lwdeliverance which if'( made in the 
following verses. 

45, 1-8 Yahweh here intrudnces e~Tllf;, the g'reat P0l'sial1 
king, as (ohe deliverer of the exiled" .T ews. Cyrus has heen chosen 
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by God as the con(]uerol' of nation" and the ruler of kingdoms ;n 
the inter'est of the people of IsraeL Hmi is, in order that Israel 
mav be delivered from bonda£te and all the world m~lV recognize 
the" power and sovereignty o(Yahweh, the God of th~ Israelites. 

Vv. 9-13. The exile;d lsraelites. however, could hardly be 
brought to believe that their deliverance would be effected through 
the agency of a pagan COl1CjUeror. 'rhey seem to have expected it 

miraculous liberation as in their exodml from Egypt. To thesC' 
God replies that he, and he alone, controls the destinies of ma n 
and that opposition to the divine purpose is absolutely useless. 
If Yahweh has decided to delivE't' the exiles by means of a foreign 
conqueror, no one has the right to thwart his plans. 

Vv 14-25. Not only will the Israelites be ,delivered from ex­
ile, but they will also }:eceive the homage of all nations \vho "will 
recognize Yahweh as the true God. The deliverance of Israel will 
be followed by the conversion of the pagan nations. 

The poem is planned after the usual model: God annOllnC~8 
the forthcoming deliverance, (/S811'res the faint-hearted exiles of 
the certainty of the deliverance, and c()/lfirms the certainty of hie; 
promise extending at the same time the effects of his intervention 
t .. o all the peoples. 

VI 46, 1-48, 22. 
These chapters are generall:v considered to form three dis­

tinct an:d independent poems dealing with the impotence of the 
pagan gods, the flmmfall of Bnhylon, and the certainty of the 
deliverance in spite of J srael's unworthiness. I prefer to reganl 
them as three parts of ne sinp:le poem phnned on much the same 
Jines as the preceding ones, with the exception of the third, and 
elaborating some points that are familiar to Deutero-Isaiah. The 
three characteristic elements, name]?, the announcement or fltate­
ment. the argumentative part, and thecone1usion or re-assertion 
of the deliverance are not sharply distinguished; they often run 
into each other, but the leading idea is that of the approaching 
deliverance, announced, corrohorak·d, and emphatically re· 
asserted. 

Oh 46. A contrast between the impotence of the pagan gods 
and Yahweh's omnipotence leading to the conclusion that Israel 
will soon be delivered. 

Oh 47. The subject is the doom of Babylon. Babylon will be 
overthrown and consequently Israel will be releRsed. It is for his 
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name's sake that God will intervene on hehalf of his people; Ba­
hylon, the proud mistress of kingdoms, will be reduced to the con­
dit;on of a slave and the enslaved Israelites will be set free. 

48, 1-11. But Israel is unworthy of God's favours. How can 
God deliver it? Indeed, Israel, on ~ccount of its unfaithfulnesR, 
deRerves nothing but punishment. God, however, is unwilling TO 
exterminate it (9), as it deserves, but will deliver it only after 
haying purified it by the f'ufferings of the exile. It is not for IR­
rael's merits that God will save it from extinci;ion, but for God's 
sake, for the honour of his name, in order that his power, which 
snrpasses infinitely that of the pagan gods, may be revealed before 
all the nationR. The prophet is demonstrating the pORRibility of 
T smel'R deliverance in spite of its unworthineRs. 

Yv 12-22. Conclusion. Israel will be certainly delivered, be­
('nuse God is eternal, omnipotent and omniscient. He has chosen 
C~TUS for the execution t1'f his plans of salvation. The present con­
dition of the IRraelifeR iR a proof of God's punitive justice, not of 
hiR inahililcy to saye. '1'he certainty of the deliverance is forcefully 
expl'eRsed by a command to go forth from Babylon and to flee 
awav from the Chaldaeans . 

. ,Ve have thUR Reen that, although chh 46, L17, and 48 form, , 
apparently, I;hl'ee diRt-iner and independent poems', they are ill 
reality closely l'elatefl to each other forming one poem planned on 
lines Rimilar to those ,)f the other ones. Chh 46 and 47 amnounCfJ 
the deliverance which is about to follow on the downfall of Bn­
hylon a,nd her g'ods; 48. 1-11 demorlst,rateg the possibility of the 
deliverance which seems to be hindered bv Israel's unworthines;:;' 
4R, 12-22 re-aR81'1,ts Yahweh's omnipotf'~ee and the certainty of 
the deliverance. v 

VII 49, 1-50, 3. 

Critics do not agree in their way of defining the limits of this 
poem. Fi8cheJ', followed by Dennefelc1, makes 49, 9b-13 a sequel 
to 48, 22,01' 21, v 22 being expunged as a gloss. 49, l-\h, the Re­
cond Servant song is separated from the context and the poem lR 
made to commence at 49, 14. 'l'ournay agrees with Fischer in 
making 'HI. 1-13 the end of the firRt c.vcle of poemR and commenc­
ing the Recond cycle at ·19, 14 (15). Kissane divides the whole Rec-

(15) Rei'. bibl., 1952, p. 361. 
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j,jOll 4D. 1-;)(}. :3 illto three poems alld tl'llnRJloReR ,,[0,8-1:1 aftn GO, 
;1. 'Po],J'l'Y closes the POl'1ll nt10, ~() and lllClkes ;jU, 1-3- the begiu­
ning of another poem. How far these eOllstrl1ctions and transpo­
sitions are justified \vill f',ppet:l' from the following analysis. 

40, 1-4. 'rhese verse" describe the elediol! of the Servant anJ 
ille ~1pparent fa ;]\11'(' of II is lllisRiol1. 'rhe SE'rvt1 nt responded 1') 

etod's electioll. but all hiR ei·forts were fruitlesR; vet his faith in 
Ood l'<'rnained unshakell. ylan,Y interpreterR on ;'hythmical and 
l·xegetical groundR re m o\'(' the WOl'd 'Israel' from v 8, but the 
"'ord haR the Rup]lort of all ancient versions and of the Dwd S(~a 
Hebre'iv manuRcript;.; of Isaiah and roust tlwrefore, fro111 a textual 
]Joint of view, be ret.al11ec1. 

'\' 15-0. (';0<1 reaSS11l,('R his ,',en-ant of RllCCc'SS and encourages 
him by th(' annOllllCell1ent of a uniyersal mission. 

'/v 7-13. 'This is an elaboration of vv. ;')-G. The Servant will 
c('rtainly deliver the exilfd .Jews and bring them back to their 
coulltry. Sueees,.; is pl'Olllised and assured. 

H-50, cl. Not onl~' will t he people he c1eliyel'ec1 from captiyit\', 
hut ;r eruRalelll will also 1)(' rebuilt and reinstated in her former 
!:d()l'~· .. Sion is Yalnn~h's sponse, diyorced by him on account or 
her infidelity alid taken bad: again for e\'er. '1'hel'e is none who 
can oppo!'e God's will ()]' I'Pf'ist his power to restore Jerusalem. 

Thp strncture .of this poem is similar to that of the third 
poem. The characterist-iecomponent elements are: the Servant';:; 
mi8siol1, apparent f[li]nre ana a"Sl1l'HPCe of sueee8". 

VIII 50, 4-52, 12. 

ThiR Redion iR generally divided into three JIistinct partR 1)1' 

poemR: ;')0. 4·11; ;')1, 1-8 Dr, according to others, 51, 1-16; 51, 9 
(01' 17)-0'2, 12. But as ",ehave'in this section the Rame elementR 
and the Rame plan af' Jl1 the previous one, I prefer to conRic1er tIlt> 
whole Rection as a s;np'le poem dealing with the same suhject, that 
is" the mission of t.he Rel'vant in rebtinn to the l'fstomtion of Sion. 

Yv.'.1-11. The poem opens On u sad note, opposition and un­
helief on the part of the people and fortitude and faith on the part, 
(If the Servant. The result is failure of tlw Servant'R mission. The 
faithful Isme1.iteR are enconraged to liRten to the Servant's warn­
ings. 

51, 1-8. A mesRage of hope to the exiles. As God'R pl'omiRc 
to AbrahaltJ \yas fulfilled, so will hiR promise of deliverance be 
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likcwisl' fulfilled. Hl'uvell;'; alld earth lttU.' pa:;s away, \.Jut God'c; 
plan uf ;.;alYLttioll cunnot be fru"tmtec1. 

9-5:3, 12. Assurance of deliverance and rCHtoration.'l'be [aith­
fullsraeliteH make a ferycnt appeal to God for a speedy deliver­
<tnee allc1l'eeall Cio(l':-; wum1erful deeds III earlier tillle;.; (YV 9-11). 
(Iod ami\\'l'l';'; Israel's appeal, relllinds it t)f the wonderful work 
uf ereation and assureH it that its oppressors will HOO1l be over­
thrown and the exiles will be released (vv El-Hi). The approaching 
end of the cl1ptiyit~, iH agll.in elllphatieally prodailllec1.Sion has 
atoned for hEr past "ins, and the plln;slullPllt which lia;.; \.Je('~l 
llletec1 out to her will now 1)(' reversed Oll her em'lIlies (\'v ] 7-:2:)). 
'J'he certainty of deliverance ic; expressed h~ a de:-;cription of 8ioll 
putting on her best raiment, the heralds announcing the return of 
the exiles, and the exiles thelll::;elves l1la~'('hil1g out of Babylon in 
au orderl~' llHLl1l1el' under Yahweh'l3 protection. 

Thus ,ve find ill thif3 poelll too the sallle chal'l1der istic elelll­
(:'nts of the previuus ()]le, ml111ely, apparent failure of the Sernlllt"., 
ltJi"sion, prolllise of success, and assurance of final succei::is. 

IX 52, 13-55, 13. 

"\part [rom certain minor differences regarding the extent of 
this poem (J0), illterpreteri::i !-;'enemlly agree ill dividing t11i;; St'C­

tion into three different poems dealing with the suiTerings of tilt' 
King of Sjon (5:3,18-58,12), the New 810n (eh. 5t) and the citi­
ZEns of the New 8ion (ch 55) l'espectj\'el~·. Indeed the glamorous 
de;;criptioll of the New Sion in ehh 64 and :'56 contra::;ti; so strikill,c-!'­
Iy with the glOOlllY culours of :32, ]:1-:30,12 that it seellls 11 a 1'(1 1\' 
I)ossible to l1;lite n{e two parts into n s;ngle poem. But their juxtn'_ 
position would have been equally illlpo8;;ible it the writer or editor 
hall not Seen a logical cm1lleXiOll between thcm. I think it is not 
difficult to pro\'(:\ that sueh a (:ollllexioll really existH. 

'::;:2, la-Vi. rClIc pruplwt statES the thelJle Ill' tlIt' whole I)(Wlll, 

t,!1O abaseme1Jt and the exaltatio1l of the 8elTilllt. 
5B, 1-9. 'rile Servant's lll;ssion emled, apparentl~", ill a COlll­

plde failure. He Sll iTercd pel'seeutioll, 11 nd was so (1 ic;llgll1'cd hy 
pain ai::i to hecome all ubject of aYCl':-;ioll. Although hi;.; suffel'in~'s 
were not the punishment of hi~ Sill;;, he \\"as Pl1t to denth. 

(6) 'I'orrcy und KI,,~alle carry the elld of the POl'll, to ;36, S. 
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Yv 10-13. But death was his vidory. He died not for his own 
bins, but for the SillS of othen:l. By his vicarious death he brought 
salvation to many, indeed to all mankind. 'rile extraordinary suc­
cess of the Servant's mission is diffusely described in the next two 
chapters. 

Uh 5·1. '1'11is chapter is dosely related to the previous one il1 
spite of its apparellt disconneetioll. The 'm:llly' of 53, 11.12, an; 
the innumerable children of the New Sion (54, 1); the 'spoil' (5;3, 
U) are the nations eOllYEi"ted to Yahweh (5,1, 3); the people's SillS 
are completely forgiven (53,12 und 5J, J-I0). CheYlle, therefore, 
it! hardly right when he :;ays that 'it cannot be sho\\"ll that all~" 
of the characteristic ideas of ch ;,);:l arc clearly referrecl to in ch 
5:1:' (17). :B'ischer links ch 5il With ;')2, 7-12 Oil the grounds of a 
certain similarity and continuity of subject-nl!1tter. Dut this is 
based on his theory of the origin of the Servant Songs all.cl their 
reh~tion to the context. 'l'he "whole question whether chh :)4 and 
fi5 are independent poelllS or the sequel to 52, 13-53, 12 is, ;n 
oiher wordD, the relation betweell the restoration of Sion and the 
miDsion of the Servant. It iD ulliH'rsally admitted that the Ser­
vant's llliDsioll is not the mere d(,jiYerance frolll the exile aud the 
political restoration o[ the J e\vi~ 11 !Jutioll. He had to estublitilt 
Uod's law 011 earth (42, ,1) and brillg salvation to the extrellle clIds 
of the earth (4O, (j). Now the spiritual suprelllaey of Israel, the 
conversioll of the Gentiles, the l"('storation of the collapsed Davi­
<lie kingdolll in Uw messianie kingdolll are ollly very lightly tOUGh­
cd upon in the Servant's last sOllg". It is, therefore, preferable to 
consider chh 5,1 and 55 as a dCYl,joPlllcllt of 5B, 10-12 describing" 
the etreets of the Servant's mis"ioll. ~l'lte Servant had been elect­
ed hy\~:lod ill order to de1h'er tltl' Israelites from captivity antI 
bring shlvatiotl to mankilld; th!' St'rvant has faithfully performed 
his iask and brought it to a t-;U<T('s-.;ful em1 hy hi,; dc'nih. 

1£ chh ;)·1 and 5;3 are eOllsiclen'(1 as the Se(Iuel to, and a <1('V('­

iOplllent of, 53, 10-1:3, we filld ill this la:.;t pm'Il1 the saltle chnrac. 
teristic elements of the previous :-\prvHllt poems, nallwly apparent 
failure of the Servunt's lIli:.;sioll. as,untnce of SUccess and eertain­
ty of success described as alreacl.Y aecolllplishecl in the restoratioll 
of Sio11. 

* * * 
(17) The Prophecies of Isaiah ad 1. 
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This very brief allaJysis of h. ~lU-35 has brought out these 
faets: 

1. '1'11e several poems forllling the i wo cycles Is. "10-48 and 
·1\)-55 are composed ttftcr a fixd pattern consisting of three dif­
ferent elements namely, ~lll nouncemellt of deliverance, assurance 
of del iverance, confirmation of promise 111 the first cycle, and the 
Servant's mission and its failure, promise of success twd ttBSllr­

alH;e 0'£ succe:)s ill the other cycle. 
2. 'The Servant tioogs a~'e a constituent element aud there­

fore an integral part of the contexts ill which they stand. 
8. 'rIle transposition of Is. c12, 1-'13, 13 and its insertion at 

the beginning of the second group of poems \youlU give us two 
perfectly symmetrical groups developing two aspects of the same 
fundamental theme, namely the deliverance of Israel from the Ba­
bylonian captivity and the restoration of Sion as two successive 
stages in God's plan of universal salvation. 

P. P. SAYDON. 
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