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Nisei i1-KIiem. 
KMIENI 

Xinhu niAel dil-kelma? Dr. J. Micallef, fil-"Journal of the 
Malta University Literary Society" ta' Ottubru, '37 kiteb: 'The 
Maltese lcmieni and the Assyrian kamanu (a technical name of 
Xamxu, the Sun-god) are exactly one and the same adjective 
derived from kima which is still extant in the Hebrew kima 
(cluster, family, Pleiades) representing a secondary formation 
like Sajlieni, fuqrt.ni, barrani,' gewwieni from isfel etc." 

Jien mhux biss rna naqbelx Ii din il-kelma gnandha x'taq
sam rna' I-Assirju jew mal-Lhudi, Ii jigu mill-Malti fil-bognod 
wisq, u mhux minn linja dritta, imma lanqas biss Ii hi semitka 
lilief fil-gnamla. 

L-egnruq k.m.n. Ia fil-Gliarbi klassiku u lanqas fid-djaletti 
tiegnu I-eqreb lejn ilsienna ma jwassluna gnat-tifsira li gnand
ha' dil-kelma fil-Malti kaman, Ii Dr. Dessoulavy liabat iqabbel 
magnha, tfisser still (adv.) ancora, also, too, u Ianqas 'kk iggeb
bed liafna ma twassalha sal-Maiti. 

Noliorgu '1 barra mill-gnalqa ta' I-ilsna semitki, blial ma 
nagnmiu biex nagntu n-nisel, ngnidu alina, ta' sikwit (often) 
malt/jr (quickly), u zobtu (suddenly) avverbji onra tal-nin u 
nfittxu niseI il-keima fiI-gnalqa ta' l-ilsna Latini. Hawn insibu 
I-alijar tifsira bla tigbid xejn. Fil-Iatin manf'. tfisser (the morn
ing, morn) u fit-Taljan (mattina) gnodwa. It-Taljan can mane 
meia jfisser "rna' I-gnodwa", u min jagnmel xi naga gnodu 
gnodu, kif ngnidu anna I-Maltin, ikun qed jagnmilha 'kmieni'. 
Issa can mane jew iI-Latin cum mane (qI: a primo mane at the 
earliest dawn u bene mane very early in the nlorning) f'nalq il
Maltin ta' I-art tisfa Kommani. U din, bl-l1qign ta' l-ewwel 
vokali. tinbidel fi kmani, Ii fuq ix-xebh ta' I-Ima.la ssir kmieni. 
Mela kmieni tfisser l-ewwelnett "with the morning", bil-Malti 
gnodu gnodu, mnejn nadet it-tifsira Ii gnandha Hum. 

Jekk imbagnad din il-frazi tnisslet mit-Taijan bl-al'tikiu 
magnha gnandna colla mane mibdula fil-qies Malti lcommani 
h'assimilazzjoni regressiva, u l-bqija tal-pro(~ess kif fissirnieh. 

Aktarx Ii dil-kelma, qadima nafna kif tidher minn suritha 
u mill-qadi Ii ninqdew biha qabel knll kelma oli.ra Ii tixbahha 
hlial bikri tnisslet mill-Maltin Ii, tajjeb jew nazin, kienu mgnal
Imin it-Taljan jonkella I-Latin; u jista' jkun ukoll Ii tawha 'I 
nafna nies bnal qassisin predikaturi, Maltin jew barranin, Ii 
kienu jitkellmu I-Malti imma jansbn hl-Isqalli, hi I-Latin jew 
bit-Taljan. 



M:lEGI 

Dil-kelma tnsser'mlulii' u ngliiduha gliall-ilma blial tas
swieni. Fil-Word-List ta' Dr. Dessoulavy ma tidherx. Imma 
dil-keima tinsab fil-Gliar,bi wkoll. L-egnruq tagnha huma m, 
namza, g. Ma'uga tfisser to be salt, bitter (water) u ma'g tnsser 
salt (water) Hava. 

Fil-Malti dal-verb tilef it-tieni radikali u xxiebah lil verbi 
bit-tielet radikali j. U hekk kif minn mexa(j) noliorgu miexi, 
participju prezent, miegi liarget minn mega(j), Ii fil-Malti ntilfet 
gnal kollox. 

(F'adal) 
G. AQUILINA 

II-vokali taJ-verbi. 

Fil-"Malti" ta' Dicembru 1938, face. 98 tarraft kelma zgliira 
fuq l-ewwel vokali tal-verbi Ii gliandhom gn fl-aliliar, u gliidt 
Ii din il-vokali hi e, izda ssir a meta t-tieni jew I-ewwel kon
sonanti tkun walida milli jridu maglihom il-vokali a; llekk 
gnandna niktbu qata', waqa', qala', imma gema', beZa', bela'. 
(}nidt ukoll Ii ruq dan bilisiebni nikteb (jew nistampa, gnax 
miktub ilu) aktar fit-tul band'olira. IZda kliemi, bnal drabi 
onra, mar mar-rili, u dawn il-verbi baqgnu jinkitbu dejjem hil
vokaIi a-a, hekk gama', sama', baza'. 

Biex nu~i Ii din hi regola liazina, sa nagnti daqsxejn ta' 
taglirif mhux xjentifiku, imma Ii nistgnu ngnidulu rule of thumb. 
U hu dan: L-ewwel vokali tal-verb, meta ma Laqax, tibqa' dej
jem Ii hi fil-konjugazjoni tal-perfett (qatel), fl-infinit tal-gnamla 
qatla, u fin-nomi tal-gnamla qattiel. Hekk raqad, raqdet, raqdu, 
raqda, raqqad; nadem, nadmet, nadmu, naddiem; fetan, fetnet, 
fetnu, feUia, fettien; lciteb.J kitbet, kitbu, kitba, kittieb. Jonorgll 
mir-regola xi verbi i-e Ii xi drabi jielidu l-vokali e meta jtennu 
t-tieni konsonanti, hekk tilef, tellief; hekk ukoll xi verbi 0-0, 

blial gnodos, gnaddas. Fuq dawn ukoll ktibt fit-tul band'onra. 
Mela jekk ngli~du gama' gliandna ngliidu wkoll gamgnet, gamgnu 
gamgna, gammiegn. Uda liadd ma jgfiid hekk u nadd ma jikteb 
hekk. Mela jekk ngliidu u niktbu gemgnet, gemgnu, gemgna, 
gemmiegn gnandna wkoll ngliidu u niktbu gema'. Uda mhagliad 
gliandna niktbu waqa' u mhux weqa', gnax alina ngliidu 'waqgnet 

. mhux weqgnet, Wa'lgn1t u mhux .weqgnu, waqgna mhtx weqgn,a. 
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