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j'Ilhna tal-Maltin fid-Dinja: 
~~ X'Futur Hemm ghal Rabtiet ta' Kultura Hajja 
u Identita Etnika 

Prof. HENRY FRENDO (Professur ta' l-iStorja fI-Universita ta' Malta) 

Ftit wara I-wasla tiegtli fl-Awstralja minn Papua New Guinea 0-1985, wara Ii gabel 
kont ghaddejt kwaii tlett snin fl-Egittu, din kienet il-mistogsija Ii poggejt wagt tahdita 
Ii kont ta.it lill-Maltese Lilerature Group fic-Centru Malta f'Parkville. Dak it-test 
ixxandar £tit wara fi tlett artikli fil-Maltese Herald Ii tohrog minn Sydney bil-hsieb 
Ii jqajjem kllxjenza dwar dan is-suggelt profond II deIikat. QiegJied nerga' nistaqsi 
I-istess llum, f'kuntest differenti, II nissugerixxi xi mezzi ta' ghajnllna jew atljar ta' 
ajjut. 

Min ghex fl-emigrazzjonijew kien imsiefer ghal zmien pjuttost twil, specjalment 
i irnma mhux biss jekk twieled fil-Giejjer Maltin,jaf x 'jigifieri s-sentiment paradossali 
. la' appartenenza simllltanea f'ii-jed l11inl1 post wiehed. Dik it-taglirixa fil-grizl11ejn 
Ii rna telilisx minnha kif gieb II laliaq; dik il-tlarsa ohra, nebbiexa, intwittiva, emoltiva, 
nostalgika, kllitant mohbija, kllitant espressa, imma b'xi mod dejjem hemm prezenti, 
inkwizittiva, perplessa, misterjuza, ghal-lest biex titkebbes btlaI sulfarina mal-kubrit 
lal-kaxxa. Kif inhi din, Ii bl-universalita kollha Ii taghha wera ruhll kapaci I-bniedem 
tul is-sekoli, u llum forsi iijed 111inn qall qabel, tibqa' dik il-kaxxa tal-kubrit go fik 
tirristringi u ssejjah iI-paramelri la' I-esseri lieghek? Orfni Ii gie adottat kibeI' u sar 
adult; baqa' madankollu hergan ghall-konfort tal-genitur, jew almenu kurjus dwaru. 
Imrna darba Ii ntlallet il-komunita socjo-fizika, sa fejn il-genitur baqa' jaghraf u 
jaghder ii-wild, jew ii-wild jifhem u jixtieq lill-genitur? FI-arrangament tas
separazzjoni I-genitur u t-tfal ikunu ntitolati Ii jaraw IiI xulxin u jghaddu xi hin 
flimkien kull gimgha jew imqar darba fix-xahar. Fil-kai tad-diaspora Maltija ma' 
I-erbat irjieh tad-dinja ghandna precett iehor: Ii uliud minn dawn "iI-MaHin ta' balTa" 
jiltaqghu mal-uMaltin ta' Malta" f'Malta darba kull tletin sena. 

Jiena m'ghandi xejn ghajr tifl)ir ghall-Ministeru ta' I-Affarijiet Barranin u ghall
Kurnmissjoni Emigranti talli tladu I-inkarigu jlaqqghu konvenzjoni bhal din, almellu 
ta' uhud minn dawk ta' nisei Malti Ii ghadhom ihossu t-taghrixa nebbiexa tas-silta 
tan-niseI. tan-nazzjonalita originali. lida kif nafu I-ewwel u I-atlhar darba Ii ssejtlet 
laqglia bhal din, mill-Kummissjoni Emigranti, kien fl-1969, kwaii 31 sena ilu. lien 
kont gtJadni student fl-Universita ta' Malta qieghed nispicca tezi dwar persunagg Ii 
kien miet eziljat fl-Egittu; niftakarha fuq fllq. Bhala studjllz zagnzugtl ta' grajjet artna 
U niesna, I-interess tieghi fil-kontinwitii u l-adattabilita tan-lJazzjonalita Mallija fl
esleru tkebbes perc> minn kOllvenzjoni olira, izjed akkademika.li kienet issejtlet mill-

119 



120 Henry Frendo 

Professur Ouie Aquilina fl-Universita taghna fI-1972 dwar studji Arabo-Berberi fil
Mediterran. Ghaliha kienu attendew fost I-ohrajn skulari tal-kalibru ta' Femand 
Braudel, Sabatino Moscati, Maxime Rodinson u ohrajn. Fostl1om kien hemm zewg 
intellettwali "Franeizi" ta' dixxendenza Maltija, Carmel Camilleri u Cannel Sammut, 
Ii pprezentaw indirizzi brillanti u gJiaJija stimulanti ferm dwar il-kommunitajiet 
Maltin fit-Tunezija u r-rapporti inter-kulturali u inter-etniCi ta' dawn.1 Minn dak jz
zmine ukoH bdejt nikkorrispondi ma' Ivan Magri-Overend u abbonajt fin-Ilewsletter 
ingagganti u istruttiva tieghu manruga f'Londra b'radiCi fost eluf ta' Maltin Ii kienu 
I-Egittu u lIum jinsabu mxerrdin fil-hames kontinenti. Dik iI-habta wkoJl kont dhalt 
membru ghal xi zmien fl-Association Fral1ce Malle Ii topera minn Parigi - is
segretatju kien Pierre Dimech u bdejt nuia I-ktieb tal-Professur Charles Price Malta 
and tbe Maltese ghal xi lectures Ii kont bdejt naghti. 

Affaxxinani l-faH Ii din Malta tant ekejkna u izolana, din i1-H hob±a u sardina", 
kienet ukoll tant mifruxa u allki rikka, mognnija b'ulied jew ex-ulied Ii kienu 

<2,' ghadhom b'xi mod jgharfuha u jhossuha bhala matfiei ta' etnieita b'memorji, valuri 
11: '(u gosti rikonoxxibbli. Bhal nixxiegha mill-muntanja Ii ssir xmara u tghaddi minn 

"pajjiz gllall-iehor sakemm tisbokka f'bahar usa', is-sejha Maltija bhall-ilsiell u I-fidi 
kellha mill-ilmijiet Ii kienu grew u mxew, thalltu u tqallbu, qasmu I-oeeani minn 
zmien il-kmandant navali Azopardo ta' I-Isla Ii twieled fl-1772 usaI' mexxej ewlieni 

!fil-glieda ghall-indipendenza ta' I-Argentina;2 sal-Imhallef Grimn ta' Louisinna fejn 
'ftit decennji warajh dan l-iben Karkariz fost i1-klijenti tiegtm bhala avuknt fi New 
Orleans diga kellu ghadd la' vegetable gardners MaHin; rnill-Konti Preziosi Ii 
mmortalizza I-Orjent fuq it-tila f'Kostantinopli u Ilum tiltaqa' miegtlU fil-muzewijiet 
minn Londra sa Bucharest; sal-patri gizwita Indri Schembri Ii f' Algeri fl-1846 welled 
wanda rriill-isbah ghanjiet Ii jezistu: "Ninni, la tibkix izjed"; sa dak I-ikkalzrat u ex
kaptan ta' vapur imgtlarraq, Salvatore Diaeono, Ii fI-1821 kiteb bit-Taljan JiC
chaplain Kattoliku tas-settlers fi New South Wales sabiex dan inenn ghalih u jmur 
jisma' I-qrara tieghu.3 

L-impressjoni mfarfra Ii I-emigranti Maltin helsu mill-mizelja u malajr stghanew 
fl-ambjenti mbgneda hi wanda semplieistika u qarrieqa, L-istorja tghallimna Ii sew 
fuq ix-xtut tal-Mediterran u l-ibhra Ii jmissll mieghu, sew aktar'i! bOgtlOd f' Ameriki 
u fiI-Pacifiku, sikwiet dawn batew minn tipi differenti ta' faqar u anki ta' mohqrija. 
sakemm bil-mod iI-mod u b'perseveranza sikwiet eiemplari bdew isibu saqajhom u 
setgnu irabbu lill-familji taghhom f'ambjenti tant differenti minn dawk Ii fihom huma 
kienu raw il-hajja u ntghagnu. Bhala epitomu ta' dan forsi nista' nsemmi I-kaz tal
Maltin hekk imsejtm ta' New Kaledonja Ii fnofs il-Gwerra l-Kbira, wara Ii bahhru 
u ff:'ahhar waslu I-Awstralja, ma tnallewx jisbarkaw mill-awtoritajiet.4 I1-faqar Ii 
sofrew minnu I-emigranti Maltin, bhaI miljuni ta' emigranti ohrajn, kien ukoll wiehed 
edukattiv f'ii-jed minn sens wiehed. Dan il-faqar jonorgu bil-gawwa Gwann Mamo 
fis-satira qalila tieghu Ulied in-Nanna Venut fI-Amerika: dwar Maltin Ii sabu rutlhom 
hemm minghalihom Ii ghadhom fejn u mnejn kienu telqu, jghannu hafjin fit-toroq 
u jippruvaw bIa wisq success jiinu, isej!m u jinLerpretaw dak Ii bdew jaraw permezz 
ta" dak Ii kienu jaft! u raw qabeJ, Ii ma kien xejn wisq. Huwa pathos Ii f'generu 
letterarju ichor seta' sSaITaf fi dramm komiku-tragiku. Kien hemm ukoll, 
inevitabbilment, iI-faqal' tar-ruh, il-vojL Ii jigi lUilln dik xi haga Ii, kif jghid Pablo 
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iNeruda, m'hijiex gllal kollox int: langus I-istilelli tura bil-lejll1lujkunu tiegtlek. MiU-
[gdid gtlandek i1-paradoss ta' I-universali u I-kozrniku li dOl1nu jappartjeni lil kulhadd 
':ugwalment, irnkejjel rna' I-individwali u I-partikolnrj Ii jmiss fuq kollox Hlek biss: 
)I-bejtn tat-tiben fiI-ventilatur. Ma ninsa qatt espressjolli Ii kien uza ziju ta' omrni 
lJ.i kien izzewweg Irlnndiza f1-lstnti Unitl u warn dam jghix f'Tipperary nofs sekIu, 
['p!eta iornih f'nors is-snin sebghin. Kiell ghalaq id-disghin sena. Qabel rna tlnqtu 
:illamel idu fuq spnllti dak iz-zmien kont residenti Oxford - u qa\li: "My SOil. there 
~js no place like !lome, even if it is a ciJink ill the wa/I." Kien walidu. kien xih, u miet 
;bernrn, irabbi I-Maltese terriers, itaffal u jlibbes il-pasturi gtlall-presepji u jibni xi 
mudell ta' tren. Kliem memorabbJi, perturbanti. Min irid ikun xaqg f'hajt? Min 

)n'huwiex? Fix-xoghol kbir tiegllll Le Chant de la Noria, Laurent Ropa, iben gardinar 
~ix-Xagllra ta' Grulwdex Ii mar Bona,johrog din iHensjoni nterna Ii ulied I-emigrant 
:iiibqghu jghixu maghha, b'sentimenti letterarji fini u milquta. Kif ragtlmel gnieu minn 
;d~iert? Apparti z-iara' II x-xitel, trid tlafna ilma, barmil wara l-ierlOr. Min telaq ta' 
t,fuqu senduqu jekk kellll giebja hallieha warajh . 
. ~.: . Sfortunatament ftit Iiafna huma dawk fl-emigrazzjoni li kellhom l-opportunW\ u d
\Ion Ii japprofondixxu I-gharfien, hsieb u sentiment, dwar l-gheruq tagl1hom u ta' 
.misserijiethorn b'mod Ii jittraxxendu I-htigiet I-izjed bazici tal-gtlejxien. Ma setgt1l!x 
!jartikolaw u jnaqqxu l-profili lanqas jibbenefikaw minn ZVilllppi fi-ewwel art tagllhom 
!Ii pero rna kellhomx access ghalihom. Madd rna jista' jaghti milli m'ghandux. Clara Ii 
ianki fejn ittaffa u ntgheleb iI-faqar tal-guh, dak tar-ruh baqa' mxennaq. Kellek ukoll id
!diskriminazzjoni anki razzista, u mhux biss fl-Afrika t'IsfeL Kellek l-iscapegoating; 
I 

!imma I-Maltin fl-Ingilterra rna kenux ii-Messina Brothers jew kollha "rejiet ta' Soho". 
. Allahares rna kenitx iI-Knisja Kattolika f'hafna kaii Ii serviet bllala refugju gnal 
'erwieh mitlufa - mhux tant b'sens religjuz daqskemm f'dak spiritwali, ~lhux f'sens 
:ta' indirizz fi triq imma ta' orjentament f'sistema ta' valuri. Il-knisja Kattolika anki 
:fl-esteru offriet !ill-Maltin liturgija cicklika familjari Ii seta' jinfilza fiha, jistrieh 
:fuqha u jitwennes minnha, bi xbiha ta' identita gtlalih. Fil-pajjizi Gharab jew 
iMusulmani okkupati minn pajjizi Ewropej fix-xtut t'isfel u tal-Lvan! tal-Mec1iterran, 
!fejn biHingwa nattiva i1-Maltin setghu igagtlUha gliall-komunikazzjoni verbali, il
;KattoliCezimu ippennettilhom espressjoni ta' identitn distinta rnil1l1 dik tal-pajjizi 
.ospiti, anki jekk fi-istess hin iddistingwithom ukoll mix-xettiCizmu u e-einiciimll 
:sekolari ta' min kien iqis lilu nnifslI bhala izjed evoilit. Fil-pajjizi fejn kien l11itkellem 
il-Inglii 1I allura tanqa:. I-ilsien l11a kien jippennetti Ii b'xi mod tindiel1es u tinftiehem. 
~il-Knisja Kattolika kienet I-istitllzzjoni l-iijed identifikabbli, tangihbli bi presenza 
limki (iiika permezz tal-knisja u s-saeerdot. Ir-religjon Kattolika Maltija u drawwiet 
jtradizzjonarji assocjati maghha bhall-festa u I-banda, flimkien mal-gharfien baiiku 
;tal-Malti, xi tradizzjonjiet folkloristici, xi deetta jew Hfsila tas-sidrija, i1-memOlji ta' 
'familjari u hbieb sikwiet sparixxuti, kienu jikkostitwixxu I-bagalja kulturali Ii 
.ghexiren ta' eluf ta' Maltin u Ghawdxin salpaw biha.s Minn hemm 'i1 quddiem riedu 
,jaqdfu u jaqtghu bi snienhom. Btlal tant ohrajn minn sfondi etniCi-lingwisti6i ferm 
~ikbar, l'lafna ta' I-ewwel generazzjoni lanqas kienu jafu jagraw jew jiktbll. 
: Biex tkompli, tul I-ahhar iewg sekli. kienll gejjin minn pajjii ikkolonizzat 
. malikum mhux biss mililarment imma b'modi 1I metodi otlra iijed sottili u penetranti 
wkoll. Kellhom passarorf Illgliz. Jista' jkun Ii dan hu fattur rifless fiI-hlllgullge 



retentioll pjUIlost dgl'lajfa fos( il-konlllnilajiet Maltin ill1qabblin, ngllidu alllla, mal~ 
Griegi u t-Taljani, ghalkemm dak Ii jghoclcl ghall-Mallin fiI-paj,iiii "Al1g1o-Sassoni'~: 
ma jghoddx daqslant glial clawk fil-bac;r Mecliterraneju.6 I-Iekk ukoll I-istorja la'! 

.. Malta II tal-Mallin flit Ii xejn kienet parli mill-bagalja klllturali ta' dilwn ill-nies.-, 
f'kolonja ma kontx titghilllem clwilr llilzzjon - u alluril x'setglm mbaghad jghmJdu 
Iii uliedhom bliaJa affinitil ta' passat Ii la tallt kien ll1aglifuf u lanqas tant mif1mm, 
wisq inqas artikolat jew stampal? KienLl semgtlLl bil-Fenici, bl-ARsedju, u warn bil
George Cross n I-boy scout.>. Ill-nies la' skola LI I-professjonisti kienu flit harna, qabel 
zminijiet ferm iijecl riCenli, glialkel11lll nies tas-sengha, uhucl minnholll imghallma 
fid-Dockyard Scllool, i.diecln konsiclerevolment tl kOllsislement warn I-Hhhar gweITa: 
Bliala regola generali la' tipologija, izda, il-Maltin rI-emigrazzjoni x'aklarx Ii baqgtm 
jitolbu u kullallt jghannu; jitkelll1l11, isajru II jilbsu kif kienu jaftl. Kientl dejjem, 
minoranza ighira, tnehhi xi eccezzjonijief f'xi peri.judi. Imma bdew jinbidlll wkol\;; 
t1l1liedhom ii:jed minnhol11, ghax iz-j-,mien kalliv; mn ,rislenna Iii hacitl: il-rossili jigu 
eslinti. 

X'baslun kellha fllqhix listrieh I-idenlitil - ir-ruh - Maltija n-emigr<lzzjoni'l 
X'bastull ghandha Hum? X'inhu I-mnor proPlju Ii lista' linseg diaspora jekk din tibqa'i 
identifikabbli, illeklek, til0sS lllillrazmelli xi haga? Jekk dan is-sens la' apparlenenza: 

f ,ta' wirt etniku-kulturali, se jilhaq jew jaqbei I-cwwel generazzjoni, jappella glial 
f '~enerazzionijjet izghar Ii jinsabll naturalmenl f'rapporli ma' peer gnwps ikbar, aktal 

'fnte~si, anki aklar mghejjuna, ['kllnlesli Ii ovvjamenl la huma u lanqns qatt jislghU'I· 
ikullU atlwall11ent Mallin? Kompilu diffiCli; u b'din ir-rala, nihza' Ii forst kWilzi 
iTIpdssibbIi fuC] medda la' flil decennji ohm, 1"la$ra, naliseb, jekk ini1u hekk, glialiex: 
is.silta Ian-nisei hi polenzjalll1enl gh[~jn la' gharrien 11111lwali, la' laghlim u talenti; 
\a' ideal, esperjenzi u percessjonijiel varji dwar I-isless naz7Jonaiita parleggjala II I-I 
evoluzzjoni lagtlha f'ambjenti ohm, II-Malti la' TUl1e~ jew la' Toronto ghall-Maltil 
la' Malta mhuwiex bhall-Malti la' Malta gtlall-Malti la' Detroit jew las-South Africa.: 

) 
I 

Madankollu s'is:m gliat! helllm il-holoq Ii joffrll skop 1I sinirikat Ii dik Ii hi wallda 
mill-izgliar minoranzi fuq iI-lizar dinji tan-nazzjonalitajiet. Dan uleoll ghandu I-prezz 
tiegliu, kif ukoll il-pregju lieghu, jekk tabillmqq jilltcrcssana, jekk ghallc\na glial fejn 
l1!lglirfuh II ntlarsuh u fejn jixraq, ghaliex Ic, njftailrll bih blIal haddielior.7 

Malta inC\ipendenti ta' lIull1 u ta' ghada 111 'hix clik la' sekiu illl jew imqar la' wam 
I-gwen'a, lanqas dik tas-snin sebghin u lmenin. Malta nbidlel u qeghda tinbidcl b'pass 
imghaggel ghaliex hi taghha f'taghha, hi enlita organika, kooerenli, riproclulliva f1-
atnbjenl natliv, m'hijiex sliggetla gllal clipendenza db'etta ruC] rieda la' poter politikll 
jew grupp etniku ikbar u usa' fI-arl ta' I-adozzjoni. Oak li kien jimmarka u baqa' 
jimmarka Iii Malti n-emigrazzjoni minghajr evolu7.zjoni, mingJiajr sofistikazzjoni, 
b'kodici lingwislikll 11 klliturali ristrett, 1111 deslin"t Ii jispicca II jintcl1lm. 1I-ll1l1l11ent 
ta' I-impalt, il-wasla bil-bagalja klliturali cliga rislrella fI-arl I-ohm, iricl jirkupra u 
jsib-Iilu nnif'sll, ilahhaq ma' process til' cu/(iv8re se ipsum kC11l111 perll1ezz las-sinleii 
ma' I-ambjenl il-gdid, kemm pennelz la' rapporli linjjin ma' I-art ta' l-orii,dnL 

!;3iex naraw x 'jisla' jsir,jekk gllandu jsir xi haga, halli nkejlu bir-riga laghna sIess. 
Meta Itaqghet il-konvenzjoni la' 1-1969 x'kienll I-htigiel kif murija fir
rii.olllzzjonijiet? Li jini1alru konsli fi slati Awstraljani fejn Illa kienx hemm - ilium 
hemm, II dwar dan jista' jitkellem il-Ministeru ghall-Affarijiel I3arranin mhux tanl 
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~;b~rranilJ". Ol1ra kienet hiex il-Gvern Ma\ti juza \-inrlmvellzn tieghu biex il-Mallin 
"ijingnhrux bil-licvnjckk joggezzjollaw. Speci ta' eccc7.zjoni ghnr-rcgn\n. minl1abbfl 
'ikuxjcnza. Li .ii<:<:emmcw xi Imoq ghal emigranli Mullin Ii ghamlll iRcm. Li jRir 

, "611l1lnCIlI bhala mafkar la' I-ellligrazzjoni Mallija. Dwar din taO I-ahhar natlseh Ii 
'.::'Jr I-Emigrant digll hi monument, mnejn ilium jigu l11ghcjjuna wkoll ir-rc[ugjali. 
IU. fi Biex iI-\:irl kultura.1i 1I ~ll1iku, Malti fic1-.clinja jichu 11-1Iifs .l~ jkomplL ~gtlix il,
fmonument II gliancln<l b'lonn IIlulll.,Iekk se I1sejliulu hckk ,ghandu J lehu slira dIfferent!. 
~rqerlamcnt lllfl jkUllX wiched tal-gebel jew tal-bronz. Lanqas ikLlIi kOllvcnzjoni ohm 
" 'n sena ohra. U IUllqaR ikun xi scrjc telcviiiva ispiralfl milln injoranza jew 

ficjaliH\ jekk lllhux milln lllolliv llllcl:jllri biex luri til MalIa f'infeljorila relalliva 
I-pajjii adolliv Imlli ssahllah il-Iejalta lejh; jew Ii scmpliCimenl lippompja 1-
rokkjaliimi maghlllqa la' I-ewwcl generazzjoni Ii m'humicx qegbtlin jinlirlu mil

, ni wal'lda. Danjafikun solliev noslalgiku illlll1ajisla' jkun problcmaliku fi process! 
i~~ assimilazzjoni, inlcgrazzjoni U lllobbilta, Biex iI-kultura tikkornpeti trid Ikun 

{wghonija mill~inlelligen7.a 1I ;nill-pmfessjonalita glialiex I-atnbjenli fe,in ix-xandirjigi 
I~trasmess jafu jkullu hafna izjed csigenti: bil-krite~ji Inl-lieni U I-tielct gencraz.7jolli 
ita' "Mallin" rI-cmigrazzjol1i. Trid tilhaq gwarnici Illenlali fllq onc!i dilTcrcnli 
f~rlalkemm relnlali. Bl-ul11pappa 1I 111-"oh Mnri" biss. noqllll mhux insalvaw il·wirl 
i:j;mp-aspettattiva Iwllmali rvlaltija fI-esleru ghall-gejjieni.8 

p lI-verita hi Ii sal-hull m'henllnx (ocal poillt generali u esperl b' missioll stulemelll 
ff:ifinal:~ji acicgwali, ipplug~jat 1I accessib?Ii, li jservi bhala s(){lIIdillg /)~ilr~i.yllnl .In: 
~kal11bJI. umbrella la' laghn f II kunlalt reclproku dan ghal lanl aspetll (II flerenll h 
hl~'awrl1 J-pri7.ll1a tan-nnnjonalita II la' I-idenlita gtml poplu II d-dixxcm!ellii tiegitu, 
Rghixll fejnjghixu. L-il11portanzn ta' l-ispnzju nnqset bil-mezzi lal-kommunikazzjoni 
t~;biJ-gl~baliz7.az7.~O~li: I'I-i~tess hi~l, ~x-xel.lqa glmr~ril~vaIlZ:l:. gl~~II-inli~l~il[1 u ghall
F,~ellS la passal b XI mod IpparlcggJal, x aklarx It klbret. Ilntlilrx hag ohm. 
~i11 Nisthajjel Ii hemm lliela jew erba' saqajn Ii fuqllom toqghocl il-borllla gil as
~~ppravivenza ta' dak Ii Ilu jew Iden Malti, forsi xi I\aga bllal dak Ii kellll r'molJllll 
{Ropa meta ssuggerixxa Fec\erazz.joni Maltija Uni\lersalL L-aspett tnl-kunlalt II 1-
:iskoperta pennen tar-ricerka, 1I d-diffllsjoni taghha permcn tal-kitba, is-smiegh 11 

iEawdjo-viziv, 1m illlporlantisslllu. Apparli xi programmi ezislenli cliretti pricipalJl1ent 
~Iejl1 I-AwslraJjn, fejn ,<;ar xi progress, hnwnhekk nam skop ukoll glHlII-EducllliOlllll 
;Broadcllslillg Ullit fil-Minisleru ta' I-Edukaz.zjoni; tisla' tinghala imhutlatllra 
!~inirikal!iva. Qabel xcjn, ninhlicgu I-kotba dwm~ arlna, niesna 1I grajjietna ['lisa' 
[k,unlesti possibbli, hi proressjnnalila Ii laglimel giel'l 1I tallira r-rispctl. i(otba wkoll 
i.awar ii-Mallin fl-artijiet la' I-cmigrazzjoni, II minnhotn siess. Dawn h1l111a ritkssi 
.. I 
lyilali fuq il-pri7.mn Ii jilluminaw n jippermettll scns la' slmbija. L-isllIdenli fis-
~seminars dwar Milllcse MigriJIioll (fnd O\terseas Seillemellfs Ii iii mmexxi issa ghal 
\hdax-il sena fI-Universilil hawnhekk ikunu neqsin haflla l1lillll ghejjun bhal dawn 
:ghall-komponimenli ricerknti laghhom, tl jiena sIess \-ewwel wielied. Dan is-seminar 
''t u, ma ninsewx, i1-librerija la' l-Universita u Iibreriji pUbblici f'Malta u ri bliet 
t~wlenin fe.in kien hemm issellijar ta' Maltiu huma ripozilOl:ji inc\ispensabblL Jekk 
r~j badd r'Western Australia jew ['Vancouver jew f' Aix-en-Provence jew ['Palermo 
;.jsib jew jippublika xi \Jaga Ii gtlandha x'taqsam mal-migranti MaHin u l-ebda kopja 
:!a' dan ix-xogliol m(l ligi a konjizzjoni Il\ghna, irregislrala perme7.Z la' dC3poiitu 

.; 



f'librerija 11 preferibbilmcnl ricensjolli f'gazzclIa hawnJtekk, iklln illtilef Illezz Sllblimi 
ghat-tkattir lal-holqa Maltija. II-lingwa Maltija Ill! imporlanti Ii ligi mghallma, kif 
gillldha Il-Awslralja u I-Kallada specjalmenl. iml11a jekk tinlilef din m'ghandux 
jinqata' I-fil tar-mbla. 

Malia tibqa' i-matrici. Sa fejn !Jar jien. lanqas ghandna rcposilOIju komprensiv 
migbur ghal tant publikazzjonijiet passati tI preienli, Ii kienu jew ghadholll jnhorgll 
hawn 1I f'bosla pajjizi o\1ra, harna millnholll bit-Malti gilalkelllll1 ipPlIblikali barra. 
specjalment gazzclli II fuljelli. Dawll ghandholll jigll idenlifikali, migjuba, rOlokopjati 
jew lIlicralIlmed, jigu kkaloiogati u jkllllu racilmenl accessibbli f'arkivju lokulizzat, 
nghidu alllm f1-Universitn jew x'imkien iehor allrezzaL HClllll1 lanl inlcrviSli Ii 
laghholll jistghll jsiru u jigll ediljati Hraskrizzjonijiet, imma lrid il-hin 1I l-assistenza. 
L-istess gllal tezijiet Ii l1linn i.mien ghal 7.lI1ien jigll soltol1lcssi f'ulliversilajiet 11 

klilleg{:d r'pajjiii differenti. IllhllX dejjem issir tar bihom jew issib irkaplu. 
Fil·I'chll1r1 lieghi, wiehed ghandu jahscb r'ghamla ta' seminarji rikorrenti fejn 

kclliema la' kalibru jigll misLiedna jaghlll tahdidict pubblici rost kOl11lllunilajiel 
Mallin f1-esleru, kif llkoll inkontri simili cia parti ta' pensaluri, arlisli, Lcknici u 
xjenzjali tn' dixxenclenza l'vlaltija Ii jZurli lill-Mallin In' Mnlla f'Malta dllrba jew 

f darblcjn fis-scna halli jinznll1lll ftit kunlnll u'apprezzllmenl htlj. L-islandards la' dawn 
·:~ikwiet hllma gholjin, kliitanl gholjin anke iijcd minn dawk Ii mdorrijin bihom hawn. 
L-istess dwar external examiners mela jigu lraHati suggelli "Maltin"; ghandll jklln 
hemm inter-azzjoni II skambji. l3eda xi haga bejn Vicloria f1-Aw.slrnlja 1I I-Universila. 
Nalurall1lenl hemlTI il-hafna kllnlalti Ii keilba u ghandlHl I-Kulllll1issjoni Emigranti, 
lanki permezz tal-missjonijiet Ii storikomenl,socjalillentli religjoinmelltlllll1lil element 
kl'lIcjali fil··prcz.cnza MnlLija fI-esleru. Hemlll il-1Vlinislcrn Ii qieghed jippresjedi I: 
kumilaL organizzattiv la' din il-konvenzj(Jl]i. permczz la' I-ambaxxati II I-konsolati 
f'lnnl pajjiZ.i. X' inler-azzjon i Ilemm fi H ipologija illlqar Illi ll11skola In' euilUral 
atlilche'! X'tiswira organika lei.isti ma' l-llll1baxxati rappre:i:enlnli hawn siess, la' 
Franza. la' I-halja. tar-Rcnju Unit, la' I-Awstrnlja u l-bqija'/ 

Zgur Ill' hcmlllx nelwork 1l1111teplici, ensemble Ii jservi blJala kalal iSla, fonciazzjoni 
jew centfu awtonomu b'budgeL, segret,lI:jat ckejken imlllOlivl1L 1I direll tajjeb, jew 
imqar segrelarja, b' mission s(atemellt Ii jispira rullll almenu sa certu Jlllllllllid-diversi 
hligiet imsellll1lija jew implikaLi f'dan id-diskors II suggerimenti vnlidi 1I <1nki 
kUl11plimentari ohm hergin minn din il-kollvenzjoni slnrika. Ma nahsibx Ii Malta tisla' 
taffordja Ii tikkonlcmpla iSlitllzzjonijiet bhacl-Dnnle Alighicri jew I-Alliance 
Francaise, illllllH xi minjalnra taghholll iva. 

ll-lihreriji huma essenzjali, \I hnwnhekk dik lac-Cc!Iltrtl Malti (,'Parkville, Victoria, 
LI anki ta' La Valctte Centre fi I3lacklown, N.S.W. l1aqqhom kull inkoraggiment sabiex 
jigll ppatronizzati iktar minn Maltin laHieni II l-!ielet gcnerazzjolli. Flil snin illl kant 
Tomnto in konnessjoni mal-Malta Expo fiJ- World Trade Centre 1I kelli s-sodisfazzjon 
nara I-konsolat Mnlti hemm jattrezza ruhu b'ghadd gmielu la' kOlba Ii kcllna ghall-wiri 
minn cljnr cditrici ewlenin bhall-KlabIJ 1(ol/)a M(!/riIl, Midsen, S(!id internatiollal u 
ohrajn, xi haga salutari hal Ii fiI-kollsolat ikollok almenu flit mezzi ta' riferenza u gwida 
glial minjislaqsi. Dawn reiazzJonijiet pubblici ta' l-iprem kwalili't. F'Toronto I-kolllunila 
Mallija sa ghanuhom stazz.jon leleviiiv grazzi gball-politika llluitikulturali, ghad Ii I~ 
kllmmcnti dwar il-kwalita ticghu fost ii-Mallin sIess ivmjaw. 



i'i Mela sar il-ktieb MalIa: CultlJre and Ide1l1ily flit snin ill! I-hsieb kien Ii dan iservi 
,bhala gwido genera Ii f'ambaxxati, konsolati II istituti kullurali dwar bosta aspetti ta' 
:dak Ii hi Malta idcntila nazzjonnli, lingwa, ietteratura, arkeologija, ligi, medicino, 
larkitellnm, folklor, I1lllzikrl, wirl natumli, arti, ekonomija, rlnki emigrnzzjo!1 i dahhalna 
ifih, u kull kapillu bil-biblijografija ghal min irid ifiltex izjed. Nassumi Ii I-ambltxxati, 
jI-konsoiati, l-islituti kulturnli 1I I-librerija koll ha akkwisla\V kopja tieghu ghax in parti 
'gnalhekk sal'. F'Melbourne qassamt xi nofs tuzzann jiena sIess meta kant hemm 
isentejn ilu ghall-llllem<lriOlwl Arts Festil'<l/.Q 

;'j Ovvjal1lent hemm hligiel ohrajn ill1portallli - pnslornli, politici, anki kllllllllercjali 
'u ekollomici. Ma' I-element hiex insejjahlu hekk "univcrsitnrju-e(llIknlliv", ghandu 
jkun hemin dak "paslornli-fiIanlropiku", kif ukoll clak "governatliv-Iegislalliv" ghal 
inizjalliva bhal per c'i:empju 1-liberalizzazzjol1i tas-silwnzzjoni eiislcnti dwar dUiJl 
citizcl1s/Jip.lkun sJIleqll1l 11011 Ii iSlilut,cel1trujew fondazzjoni ta' dill ix-xortajkollha 
rapprczentanza mill-ell1igranti nl'usholll kif llkoll presellza fi bliet II forsi anki xi 
universitajiet, fcjn I-iijecl hell1l11 xi inleress gha! dan, inklnzi pa,Uizi cwropej hllal 
Franza fejn sorgew tanl elur ta' Mallin mill-Afrika ta' Fuq. Mijiel minnholll jigu 
Malla bl1al Illrisli kull sena. 
': Din I-islituzzjoni gdida, jckk i:;sib I-appogg dovlll mill-Gvern u/jew mill~ 

Universila u/jew xi iSliluzzjoni jew intrapriza, ghandha tichu hsieb ixxerrecl u tielm 
konjizzjoni la' xoglllijiet ta' ricerka, arli, komposizzjoni, kanl, lelteralura, U 

kwalunkwe talent denn Ii juri u jevoka I-genju Malti bhala espet:ienza umana fiz-, 
zmien: passa!, prezcl1t II futUL IVlin-naha tieghi l11o<1estall1enl nghid Ii knll min jixlieq 
j~glit11el kunlalt jew jippartecipa fis-seminars dwar lvlllltese Migflltion iJnd O\tel:sell!1 
;Settlemen(s, jew anki jindirizza xi wiched l11innhol11 dwar I.esperjenza migralOl:ia u 
]\ltaqa' ma' l-istudenli, merhba bih. L-istess inghid ghnl !cull min gi1nndu xi tagh~if' )1 

'Iijirrigwardn dall il-fenomenll la' Maltn Iii hi1111 milll1hn u jixlieq Ii jghacldih lili ghas- I', 

(~eminar jew ghal-librcrijn tal-fvlelitensia H-Universita, HllZi grazzi bil-qllddiel11. 1,' J 
~*halissa qeghda tigi diskussa l-possibiWi Ii tinlHlreg edizz.iol1i specjali tnl-Jounwl of 
~¥edilerfiJJlei!ll SllIdies dwnr l''>'1ilflese Ol'erseas seltlements bit-tema Coping with 
11ifferellce f'kunlest x'aktarx storiku-soc.l0Jogiku. Min hu nteressat jell' jaf min jista' 
!jkul1 inleressat ghandu javvicinani. Kien mil1l1 public Icctlfres organizznti 111 ill
ltrfalrese Historical Association or Australiil ['1- 1987 u 1988 Ii Imrgll I-kotba tn' Romeo 
~pni dwar il-Tripolini It la' Nick Chircop dwar Mallin ta' I-Egillll, Ii hcmm cluf 
lipinnhol11 f1-Awstralja. Kif tnI'll, inizjaltiVH ohra Ii hsibn!l fiha hi dik W' inlervisti 
'/rrekordjati Ii qeghdin naghmJlI pennc7..z la' slazzjon internazzjonnli Malti ghat min 
111U interessal, u Ii se jigu pprizervali ghnll-posterilii. Dawn jiXXtulc\nt principalment 
I~uq ix-shorf Wilve u l1istghu nagl1mluhol11 bl-Ingliz, bil-FranCiz. bit-Taljal1 jew bil
lMnlti, skol1d il-htiega. Imporlanti Ii jkollna inlervisli dwar keml11 jista' ikun 
~komtl1unitajiet It nhawi fejn hemt11 k0l111essjoni Mallija hhala xhicda Ii tibqa< 
pl· L-inleress irid ikun reciproku, inkella jigri kif gam f'lvlelbourne fl-1988/89 fejn 
[korsijiet f'livelllerzjm:ju f'Ethnic Studies U la' Multicultural Studies fejn kien hemm 
!lomponent Malli dcfinit jilwaqqru minhabba l1uqqas la' inleress, 1I millflokhom 
rjingl'lataw korsijiel ghal elnitajiet ohrajn Ii numerikament Imma ferm icken mill- .. 
iMaltin hetntl1hekk peri) Ii kulluralment u inlellettwalmcnt huma iktar Imjjin, kutjuii, 
ttnkwiZiltivi, struwiti, inlensi u motivati. Mill-banda I-ohm. jekk min 11l<l haqax jghix 

~! 
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f'Malta jilhaJia gllal riehu minghajr il-holqa II n-nlsga proposli bhala link-lIps~. 

ClIlllIral supports, idealll1ent tramite focal point Ii jkun IIIl1lti-purpose u struttllrat, 
personall11cnt niddllbita x'dilll jkull hCI11J11 kiekll kelilia lerga' lissejjah kOllvenzjoni 
ohm bllal din. L-el11igrazzjoni Maltija bhala [enOl11enll tal-lI1assa spieen!. It-Ifal ta'l 

,.j 

I-emigranti l11a jsibllX izjed rna' min jitkeIll1lu bil-Mnlli, jew il11Cjar l[al ohm Mallin' 
fl-akkwati lagt111Orn. Tlelin selin ohm, I-ilhna Mallin fid-dinja, 'I barra minn dawn~ 
ix-xtlll, ikllnu siktu. Ikun baQa' biss I-eku laghhol11 jidwi [il-boghod, IJla lama Ii ~i: 
Iladd jisimghu u jwiegbll. Grazzi. , : , . 
(Ani I-artiko/i annessi bhala appendic:i Ii .iil/lIstrnll' allillr xi Ilunti ndiktili r'dllll id-, 
diskOJ:5.) . 
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~ 
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3; Am I-indirizz moghli minn Mark Caruana lill-Mallcse Hisll)rical Assoeialion of, 
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Experience; Some Comparalive and Theorclical Approaches", j"' Collegium Melitenset 
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Condilion of MalIa arIel' 1945" f'James Jupp (Ed), Thc Australian People. An 
Encyclopedhl of the Nation. its Pcople and their Origins (Auslralian National Univ:, 
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theMeditcrr:Jncan (Malta, 1999, 2nd cd .. 20(0). 
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~. Ara I-iltra datata 7 la' Mejju 1988 illdirizzata miun 14-il resident Malti f'Melbourne 

Iill-gazzetta ta' kuljlll11 The Age, bi kritika ghas-serje televiiiva traslllessa fuq I-SBS 
\ .. TV intilolata "The Maltese Connection". Din I-iltra, Ii ma xxandritx Ininn The Age, 
1n qeghda tigi annessa bhala Appendici 4 ma' dan I-iskritt. 
);t.Ara H. Frendo u O. Friggieri, krafla: eu/lure alld fdelllil)' (MiniSlry for Youth and 
r" :;n the Arts, Malta, 1994, pp. 272, illus.). 
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EMPLOYERS 

ARE REMINDED 
Ihey ~'rl~\.:I~~~;;:~lfb ~~I~~;;umil. 
hy the 31st.JANUI\I1Y. 1969 

flu! loUowinU PJ\.Y,I!.I:tHm~ 

P 6 A cOJnprchnnsivfl lI!;t uf nmllloytU1S on 
• the employer's roll, inriuuilJg lh05(5' 

whose clnrJfovmuHl Wi'S lnrmilluh.HJ 
dUlinn 1911n 

p . 7 !:!~tf,;~ri~~ ';~:~ ~1~;:t~I;'Q:}nl~~;;~~~ 
tot;\I nmounl (,It S(,Ici;11 Sncmily con· 
lrihuliulls [lithl f!!)ch mourh 1M UHl" 
pt:tiocf JilHumy to DUf:(}UJbct. 1903 

'r()lm~ Pli nlld r7 cmulO! he cnmplt.tlnd 
;1nd Sllbl11illcd unlns:, ALL P,A.Y.E. iH\d 
conll iflllliof1!> dun rOi HlflH hnvc heml 
pard. 

FOI1MS PO lind P7. pI<'I,,}(ly com,)
hllcti. ~:'I(H!ld Il(' !OttiJmi\tnti by tho 31st 
.lnIlIlMY. 198n to: 

COinmissiorier of Inland Revcnue, 
<lJock 4, 

'llisseiJiJ. 

\' 

i,' ~ 



f \; 
','I 

in these cOl'i ... efsafio~~ wiih Edgar PisanI. 
PIOinssOi IIEtIIlY FRENDO a.gues Ihal 
ooelime Ewopean se!!lemen!s iii North Ahica 

, should be" JHovide a key kl OUf unoofslanding 
01 turopean-MctlilClratlean rc1aliol1s, 

Maltin ta' Tunes 
between the wars 

NlotuSOttllt:mll fflElltlO .. lIh", (119M rlnoli .... ,.,' l t.l1ll0A ("""-« l"'~ 
1~ .. "'{lIl!ttl'\fU lit lilt hcwfJdlbll'" ~llltih HI!!., l,hlJ 1111 . 

W
llllltd'''''''''i''~''''I'''''1 
j,rndl ''''I."" .• It't 
~h~"llnr t:.1~ ... I'''''',j 
... n h(.~ nlli<l 110 ... 

't'~f 11\ II Fun! lOt Iht' t:m,""·,." 
('l<lh'~1 t't.,jj .. hrh~.·~ "!ali) ~ .... ,,,,i( 
k1:.I ... h'dl>jn\I""I(~'l!.,· .. ",I\'!. 
,r...mllttillm,u>!£r;II\I"14:'n,omrnll 
'Otl\l"'I~ •• IJ,III'\'! •• Ilt;¢J 

llii\j:a"l' .. "'!{fI~ .. ·C\II •• h,"~!or. 
Ihilil-O' it "·.(hllm.I .... ·.,. .. ",· h. 
lf~I"""f I" 1" ... $,I'''i! (/'''1> "'''1>''.4 
jl.eJ.lh,louI ..... , ... I''I) .... U,U t'j) ..... 
t"'(f\~cJ !IQ! 1" 11"'1, .... ~"l!A.:j .. 
MI'"II'';U."tJ'('>fJl.I(i·;.I''''''[';''' 
_<ltli!hl!,. .. \l",t"I,w"k<.<".*t<:III 
T .... ltill mlwcll'tll.( .. m'M "'Jilh 
~01'''''f' 11,,,,, 1,( lI"d .. ,'n ,1"".
I,,(,.e'·, 

u')f'"Ic,;.j .. " .. ., ,..,101 I"~I ,I r"" 
'<{1~";II(,1 ~ 1l .. ~.i.0ll 1"'1 1,,,,,,.1 .. 
'''''''4tkWtll,I!III!''':oIl1,1Ill'',[II'i\ 
nfl"h"'~I' !"Ilttl It", .. ~l",i .1 
M.o11UC, Ibu!l, llIYI,iul.'ur, h,· 

".'.nU ... I.'"",I""I1~.III"'lh .. ,wrul'. 
'j~,l(' ~llrlo'><l"ra.h.~I .... 1,1 ~, .. "'" 
i" I""i~ • ('I"'. hlltt 11 lilt)' ,h'~I'1 
.. , .. ,I II ... du(';,,'''''' "',,If,>.hl"''''',u 
II..;t"nr~")"'J: 

""~~~~II:": ,.~~ ~;j;~~~~,:\ ~;~~·If.:~l~;, 
1"~'H~h'. lh,"~ 11.1111 i'l\llllh .... i". 
k,,1 htfl> lI~h'l ;" ;H1,JI<.r ~h"rlt 
J;, .... ;-<l ... I ... ;d.I ... ,hl~t ..... ,l<wr 1t,;1 
)N'~' Uh 1 • .01,,.. 'l">M' 1 .. 1".l"'~h 
........ 1 ~i"'~h 111 ", .. lIr\,(' €II< 11< .. 
O!""h'':'''''''''''·,lh.)'t.,·l .. ''Llh'~I.·''' 
It"lhtt, ~hj!llh(' ,.u,,,}ll,ll!l<li:lj:;: "f 
,llllI.tl''''jj,II'''ot.lI~WM)'b\lt<t'' 

lI"'tj, ... I"u~"l!y ... 1 ... "1.,, 'l~jt1: 
""j,n1> ... " ... tlr,,."Wth;;J~"'!I'" 
Mt ... " .... 11 .. ltA1·j"' .... ,.,.,;)"!ot 11'''' 
Ii ... l.mttl) •• 1 ... " .. ,1"", ... 1 ... ·• ","Il.~ 
rc;'ll~ ulJ ~1,~ (.r,'~.,,!~J HI - Illfr~ 

~:,:~;;11~~'~:,;~7 J~'~~'ttl~II!,~~1 ~,!~~ 
J..t.~'"''' Illt')· IiHd I .. Ih~ ~bh."" 
'jlWI\!, 

J.J"u )'1><llt'.: "dlk" L. lwl<"'~ 
-'P"!.'!: InU"" ... ", .. u",loiy 11<.1" 
1"" .. I ... Io"lt*,'4 )'.'''j1'I'~''''I, .... 1 
~Idl, "n~ 11I!,,,',,d, "'I ... ,I~ l100."jr 
"'U~ ~I". I ..... 10"'1.'" \" .. ".'~ j" 
I,,,,,,,, lilt" J.L .. II"'~"Ji ~".I 'j'H~j~'! 

... m"..,I' .. 't,'~t •. ,l.·' 
It..>rl'''<~I.· "I~~"I".",,! 11",,,,,..",,, 

'1''''1".1.-..1 ",,' .. II"" " ... II"" ... , , .. ~I 
l"n ,I,k~ III i.I"",,:,," ~L>h.·,,· I'~II 

~,~,:·i.:'~;,;'i::.7:;·;,i· ~":~::'''~;~~:::1 
I .. ,'~'",,·, .. 11.' 11.,,, ''''''''}, "I .. , 1..1>1 
" ..... ",111> ... " :o ... t"I,I"" ,011 ... ,,,.,,,, 
:¥'''~'''- h"ll",·"U.,r..-·,.' 1",,,.<1 ... 
#,,,1 I'J,l<h'll..: .. ".1 llll,u'"h .. ,,·, 
ItwM.oIlf'wI.'.'''y'"I ... "".U,,,ju 
.. ,.4~ .. l'W,"ltllM.tI .. ",111IIUI .. 1 
Ilf,,,.,t IIltt • .,u ;h!l\'. "t"d ..... . 
hI .. ;>} ~ .. "'tI~"kH<t4' I" ... ~· ... .. 

l'ou""""\I"Il".,,I'lllf'4'1 .. 
,t ... "" II>. IU~1: )I !."Ili ... ,,1 ... 'I~ All 
lit IU~J<.""<-" II" It h;lI"'t~N""" 
!\t.,.IIo:: It.: ")I, 1.,,]>11'1'<1 "lll,r 
('hll",IO, ","h~lf.ll ,,/ I" .. i~ f'Ij::<I 
.s,,, ''''I'"ld' "",Hr .. " .. '", ,I ... , 
.\.f,'lw~~ "I I ,,"hi.\ I AI .• II ... l.l 

11111."" ~, 11"1 '''''f" l" .... " '''' 
1-1411"1 

1"'1(" i,Uf1 .. lc,L Ilw >,.,,1,- ,1.-. 
101'0"'" ~ t'~II~,h. l"i" .. ,,) '.1" .. >1. 
\~I",r ...... cnl •• " i" II ... 1\,.;, 
\'~IU'" lit'(I"W,I"'''''flll1..: Ih>t' 
,It~ ~I~II,I~, rh"I:'" liSt. d K\, .. hJ 
;t1l.111I, "IMe .It "fJ.III" lJul .. ~. 
lI't1>i.,itr'l"I";"I'tni"tli"llI} IhI' 
m'ul 1'I.,hll.,> ill I .... h w~~ 1> ...... ·,1 
", ~ ~ ... llr.f. 1",,1,1.;0 UI~ "Hi,,,,,,,, 
1",'1\ I;,.,~I I'i",~' • ~ 1Om'I .... 1 .~" 
HJ1)Ol I'.,~ .. jl nr '<'''j","I'n~'II'''' 
!l.r """',n Mir~ ... lt ",I,," "'" ,I.,. 
Ilif~;"UI! III III, 1,.1 ...... "bllnr 
A,,, ... !"h"". ~,,,I so •• "I .. " ,,1 .. 11 .. , ... 
hh"" .. ,,\'1 ..... j'j( .. II .. l! 

llltH': ""tit \~d",,, '14ft ... ~ ... , 
",\I'IiI,.1t \h .. I.~ j"1>!(\f"llI!"J( Ill .. rd, 
not ""11",,,,,.11,,, 11'~I" r, ('''1 
iO;wl.,h.tm: II"hd .1"h.ll" J .. ""li 
th.t,. d'f '1'l1Ii,l~" .I"l. I!"'.~ "I"~ 
JI",,:Olirun,I,' 'llJlud'lf~'''''' 
1 .... lIdan1 •• ,l1t f.tlll''''''' II"! il\l .. " 
hl1·ftl1';",lIr<n 'Irj.~,I" ... h',"1 
a(.,IIt1i1"" t<f d.;: HuLl "I 
('",..u .. ,I'llh ... lt 1«".lht "'dll:l 
...... "I~.'I"b ..... "1'"~'11d'.''''''' Ir~ 
Ihill 

1I.( ..... M"".:Ic."I ... ",.,\o\, ... " .. I. 
"I., "" M"'''''', ~l,,' "I",J.-.u~ '''' .~".. 
dd,.lhc fUlfIh Imlll~I<.l"\'MIII", 
(o~h(f. '11~ "bl'«f ,,~t< Itr~IlI(.I,n 
1!"I<'I'Uhlj''''III,rr .. UHUUlhu 

~:~~!r~lft,~~~t: ::~;~,:rt'::.;~::~ . 
T"I"'U, h,t II,M l'l,,*lni ... jlt I~n" 
ht;o,J .",' ~~,t" .. d"It'J 11ot' "'''1m 
t!t~n:d "<1'(10"1 'AbILt /,;.",1'''. 
J;,.";u"','>(.4"'l"~ 

'Ihe fht lIf ,.t"~'I'hJn 1'liwl'J.t 
jlt,. ... 1 iii (f.II! .. In"l,.» I<t.w ..... 1..
t"\,,,,,, .. ,,JII,>l'''''',''dl.tluJ..l..h .. , .. 
(hum 1,'1j,$) If.>lI!hJ( t"'\;'ld~ ll!r 
V.r«<h.iokll<It.""\I<i.I'lI ..... uy 
",,.'\m:'t(I'''I''f .. d1!11 .. !11.-'jf>l:.t~! 
")lul .. 'lu(!il'tll;.-io .. "h . .t;t.:<>f\1I'II 
v.d'l ,t,n., .... ;:.t u~, ... Ill!)' h.lll'" 
'lll',"'dh"I ... ~t)""j"~ 101 .. 111", ..... " 
I"ltflr ""t(~1 It """ ::olm ,,rfMr 
,""1,,,,1! .. 1 r.rlld. jb~~ .. "" m,: "II 
"11t'."lr'''lk~l:..l!!>! ... llil~ .. ,II .. r.\ 
""!l.t.dl,,,. 

I .. Ihe A'f'll1I' ~"k~ 1 t'f}' IIl~~t}1 
leu~l"c,r ,tltlll~l"h ]1""1,,,,1..,, ""I" 
1~'lv"i.i) h.l,,,ltl'l',,d~"Ir} II.~ .. 
... f"IoII't.' ., .. 1\", )"n"f'lt(~ ,,,I ,"I<" 
'hlt'.llrlMlIl">l111J~'IU'I'I"I .. ·,.\"" 
~:.: I.'!t~'~~::~'!f; i,;:'~;:~' ::' :~~'I~::,'~!t 
"1,uhIJ~"'!:Ilk'lll 

Numdllllltl)U[ 

1~:,~~d;ll~l,.::j.:;i.,I,I;:II:~:'t~:'~t'!~ 
w;n (,lilt,\ ;",'!WI" ,,-,,,hl.!,1 
r"n .. tmlfll"'l-.tnl'IO(.illlfIAllh.-.i 
Iht~ 'I(lt/w"I •• ",ktlrl",1" n.r 
J..hll<:""">tm",,,>ht \<111,,,1 tlor (III 
w~lh "'~l , __ 1',,1111 ... 1 n""",.! II" 
Cl"",,, .. u.·i.;,l 'tIMlin, III k .... ,In 
"b(H!:;~. II,,: A1r..,ht<. n .. t .. ' 
~,,',(l" il.,.",IW' •• w""!~"ntIUj 
th.;h" ... h''''''',,;:lwmll,J'Kf 

I'h~,,! I",,,to; lh~lllr "'M,<!" "I 
Irll"'''''U'''''!1~''''J.r"I."''r'I''I,,t !ii.,,_ )(1 j!t' If'< ~!I, Ihr :. .... H'lj 
~LIf.1l<r,"''';'.hila.!;llI;\l.U't''\1''MI 
1'''·(·~·W''t.l'Ij;:,''''i'li"t:!b'''t\"ml 
I'"mt\ "11>at''''::t'''\II .. lof'l~tII~1i 
li",1 l'fl"'~~11 Ifm'H :u,,1 h~ly I .. 

~U~i:: ji-:I~~:,tj:\'.:;~:I;':i';~I~:;:l::~lllli \.. 
Itu"H""l"'!lL"'}}'I.,r.r~"',rt"'''11' 
Ihi, md .. fr l'jlll,"'II"I<"'~l!nf 
'"Iif''''''''' j .. llmhftt .. ~~ '''1'''''''' 



nil ~,IJj'hJH 

Served under De Gaulle 
and Mitterrand 
1 ...... ,<'<'1. II .. '''' "'..,,0: ",U ...... .. 
1t .. ) .... k,j~"h' 1.( ... t.'I'tj: ... h ...... ""1l 

~~,,~~;.::.~:; 1~:~:~;:·~:~~I~:::I~:!I,i,: 
II')' ~!.,~Id",lhlf;,j.; 11,,111 /": ... 11"; 
•• .. r·I,lt"'I~ • .l.'.L.:w,\:'I.J.~b 
." ... JI"'.,., .. ,~ .. ; .... \"'.,,"' ... M(h. 

:~ .. ,,~.,,::.Ii:;::ttt.~,:·::.~:,·.'~~,~· h:'~:; 
,.'hl~Io. .. I<.,11 

In I'IIJI ;,\ ,h" ~i''' .. , ~1I Ih<.' 
), ... "l.I· ... ~". H,,:,,,,,,,, ... I,,, 1""'''''111 r.., ... , ........ ..,H !I~I .. "l.."' ... · .. 1'1"11.11 
tIU"'" .~.;\~I..: ... I"'IJII~\:'kl h'I~'t 
11.11""1110""1 .... ,,,1 Ikkh 1.lh .. i~ 
I". 1.~,,,c III 5"1'1"1,1..:, l'IIN .wl 
I~'I""'U~ h h.~ .MI .... ,,~ ••• It"~""I'II· 
'1"""'>11,'1..,1 ... ("·.,".·1.1.," ... · .... ;.0. 

'Ii, :n::'~~I~1 i;:'e'1..:;rl~'~~ '~~:~I:: 
(kl.t ..... h"" ... I·~lh 

Alll",;or" .. 121\,I..:hn ... " .. '" 
, .... "", ... lru,.:It""" ~1I!11"" .. ",roflt.: 
I_h ~,," ... 1'11 ""' ..Ilh'l.ft~.I"l l.U' 
lallil,("loll), WI .... ,I",I~I","'I:I .. ~i" 
1 .... 1 ....... ""~oI"l .. l< .. ""'~flk.ttl ",1 ... 11'1:' 
.. : 1 .. lq" .. ,~.1 ~,,,I .. ~,l! .. it.;.;,Il<~ :. 
H't>olm"i\ ... "t~b""i"" .. ",I":lo<l'''' 

~ .~1I .. ·1..',,, .... t" .... ltdp:" l,~~ s.t .. lk .... 
, I'''''''''' r",,;I. "'1\<1,1"" 1;.,,;:,14. 

1I1>t,(lnill .. IJUlII"'w.u\on .. u ..... hl 
,,1>4t, ,,,,l:Ij,,l$ .ti.t "'>t ~h<r lJIH 

:::'~~::~;!~:l!:::l~~ ·tl~::. 
..;.h, .. I .. I ..... i .. ~HIJ.'1jkhl 
.lkl\ .. I""'I,,' .. ullu!l.rJ,I,dl~'C. 
..... ,,11, I", .. ~, .... I""h III 1 ..... 1 lId 
!I.« .~"' ... " .)" .... Io.~ t..;''J! .. ".,,' 
Iltl .. 1o JI.lh..l .. ]If,j.'f" d,,·. I .. !I M· ... 

~~;,f;':~~:: !~~;~~:~~;·I~!~!i,:;.::; 
1"1 ... ", ""H,I,~.b l·h ..... l .. l~ It.,· 

t"",lk- .. ".1 ),hth"'~11!1 ;01 , •• t"I,,1 
L,,,·I,,,.,,,_,,.jIf.: .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,~ .. ,~ 

;.~:t,~I:~~:~ :!~:,,~:: ':,\ ,,'I~~j:I::u;~ 
MK ~.l''''''k.l1~·.1 ".Ih.~ •. ,,,,1 " .. ,. 
Ill\(.I~ II", I'~II' I ..... nl tHoll'''' ,In 
. u,~ .. t, I. ,I~' 

''''') 1<:<1",'1 !!"""h U ... llh~h''''"''''''' 
I ", .. l> 

/· ... I., .... u h."I!' AI/"'l.. 1,h" I"'" 
h;H~"1 11..: "",ull 11'01y ..... c··, .. ,,'· 

1:~::I\!:pl"j~.~~ !";:':'H,~:~l~~"~,~ 
r,:;"'~I!;:' ~:~~,~';~~;,II::~I~':"I;"I~'t~~ 
~""'v ~';"h 1'lhrJ~. hl I.I~"" I,\-r 
',,,,,1, .... '''I'''OI~,I I"!~."n( ... lu.! 
~lhI"'" hf1kk."lll"·OIl.cl.r.lI~'''''''1 
"".,1 " .. i~lr "",10;"11 ~"~1,11'(' h, .. ,lI-r 
ill~~ ul,,'" 11,1111:"1, 

1·lulrl, .. i1HI ~~~ ~~" '1'1"'01"""), 
hI 11101\'" :w,1 j. ~."" Ilc ~II «_. 
t"'~'~t\II' 1,,,1.,. !flt hl"tl" 'fl· 

:ll:;::!~III~:~!'f, l~:~I~~:~~~';:~,:t~': 
t~"">U'l' blll~'J!"'<I "1,,'m ""h .. \,,,,,,
~\ll till: "1'!101}"11 l! ~,14 01.,.1 ' ..... I,~, 
, .. k"l h'~, I" ","!!w,lIy 1l'<f< .. I~~ N!t r .. 
~ ""'1'b,o;'JoI ",,.f, .... l! 

1111~ l"lfl.'llhl), 11111 ~dlllt1'l"t'l 

1:~I:\i~~'I~~"~~:,1 :~";'~:~ ~~.~:~:~",!: 
U<l<kl't.m.llt"'.'1 .... ;('ll>h .. ,III(!.'"...II 
ul .. I;."" ... i..:lt(1 :>10,1 .", • ..,;h,,~ 
,. ... lh.\(.h .. I ... , •• "<bh ..... h .. h<4 
Illt .. , .. -" .. I'_lrl:"l>'1~'''II''''III.'I'"IIIl" 
l'if'l h ... t".lImlt~! .ull j.dm;: III" 
j\l •• hlU;r< .. rt"'I .. ,~lrJl(.IIJw!.llk1'J! 
t .... y lIitl1l;I<." ... ., h""'h~ l' .. u1C\q 
"'!'''llI.>l,;.,\-r''UU<.thll''I\>'llk!h 
All",,,, 

"bl,S'( .. ,,,,,,,,," "'ll1.i.uulll-"F' 
1111"''''P'''''jltl~J,ltljlll,'IJ~'lC,mlil 
"" .. 1 .... ' 1"""")lll~:.J .. jU! .q .... " ,,' 
~~t"'l t., ...... d'~'I!!'M.~ I" \1 .. ' tI,,,I" 
;i, ... lb ;tu,,: r. .. ui ... I,,;n. 11I<'I1"~":~ 
.. , .. I,k .. ,.! (11""""'f":U1: >JIU .. lh\:, 
~~I 'r 11", 0\,' ,1..,.,>1 ..: ... " ,., tN,' 

"1I .. hl"tlllrt.'''''lmll\lllf,u!U><t 
11 .. ,., ,"( h~hll.r ""f '''II,\l''~' ,,~, 
I"~h 

lillll"il_lhtlik"OIlurc 

1'\ ;;~:';i~~!r.·~I~t,i;~ :;!:::':'~'~~I:;:~'~ 
10\ ", .• 1\,"( ~"~O\II .... '.;Ih t~, I~~.l "I~ 
,,,I ... 1· •• • ..... 111 ..... 1 .. 11>)'1."" .... 
"If" Ih",",U~)"" hlt,1- lUll<' j~'\1 

WI ..... \ •. ,,,.,, S,.~i,·. (low,., ,,,,,, 111' ...... 1 "' .. ~ l"tt'l; .. h~ •• "HI • 
• J Ili,ll,~."J <I,'t'.,,\ •. ul..,l •• I"m,/ ";:" ..... 1 "-;I ... ~I~ ~,","'IIi< .. Ill)' 
.... I '~~'>l"'''';'' I n~! I .. bn!.- ... ~ .. ,! 11..:- M.llt.",\;, 

l"",,"", I~, II h" .. ",,14 kl'''; 1 ... ·11 '.\'h,·, (" .. > ..,.or lo:.~t h'I'" h~.\ 
.. ',h ..... ' .. ·,Ii.!I .. '''II...-H.,,·. hot 1<,/ 1_' ..... il.II~' ,,"' .. U .. rh' )N'''l'tll. 
,t..l<>,,",,"~.ll. ... ~.I,,~~, .... "I',,\.~ .. 1. .. ,. V'!"'I .... " Al,,(II ... 11"."", •• 
"tt;,,, IhJ,.'."',"r.'~I,,!" .. ~tH. j 'I~ ,.,1 H"'" HI' I"I"*M"'.~ •. wA " .... , 
t ..... "d<k' ... .r •• ! hd .. · ~ .. I>Lh,·,.... h,n~l) tAI,I.4,.d 11l'~'1ot<U I (H'I. 
I, .. tll I"~"'I"'''''" ... (1..-'1 .... 1 "uH",;,1 I" .. ",., h ... 11:1'1,11,.1 " 101111.1.,;(." 

:<~:i~" ;:.~~:;::j".~:;.',,!::,:.:~. :.~; IT ~:'::~.~,7:~ ~'s!~',7,:!t; ~:::~ 
~h",~·~ ,'"",,,~hl} ."...:\ .<II ... h" .. ,,! • f 'no """'I'j! '''»n'' k mll ... , I .. , W'C 
.... l,t .... I"m M IUh 1 ... ,I ••• ~.' .. r h,l,t.J, .. 1 1..:1J Clu .. , 

,\I<\~ "-m .. !", .... I ...... I' ... ,,. I .... ,. h 1"1"",,, I"''' ,.", •• ~ 1'.lwl'~ 

..... ' Ik,lO W .... '"H·I!~''''·I'''.!lI .... ~. :;'~!I "10.44 I"" 1~'''''f>1 ,,, I""'''''' 

~,."·,,:::;!:';.~:·i;':"I~';'~I~".:i !i~:: II." "' ...... 11 ... ·"" ' ... ·''''11..: 1>o""j"~1 
M.'jll""h .. ~., .. I.I:i'",i\>.", .. hl,,· I .. !l,~' IJjl.m~"t1 IIl':!»I",.:.m .11, 
•• ~" .. !. ~~ ",I<. ,~, <t"'~",,, d .... 1'''..1 "loll. '" "4'J"''''' 1 ... -.. ~"'n~.1 h'f ;" 
1",1 .b,t ..... "Il>."h.:II.I""'I .... ' ,\"",.,1> ... 111" 11'11111..;. ,./ "jjl1l!"~ 
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As Maltes~ AustraltaII5 0+ varying ~ducatlonal b~ck9round5 m~y 

say hOH dlsappaint",d wer~ by lll~;;'> =u:,-"""".~,",!=,-,-,,,. 
produc~d by Tim Sm~rt for SBS. Good (n i 
was neverthelesas fund~mQntal1y flawed. 
Lacking a +e~l fer the place and the compl.x people they Here 
portrayfnS. producer, script-writer and narrator patched up a 
commercial lravel09ue Inler5pers~d wIth local celebrttie& who had 
naver been to Malt~ ~nd a stunnod couple who h~d just arrived In 
Sy<lney. The o+t"'repcdtl<'d comments "barrenness", "hardship", 
·surviva!-l r~flected the lol at the most deprlvQd and 
dlsa~vantaged minority rather thAn the lif.style of lllC bulk of 
the population today_ Led to lIla narrowest al'~ys in th~ r.molEst 
v~I'a9.sl It is p~rhftp. no ~onder that the seri~5 began by sho~lin9 
our nQHly-arrtued couple carr'lln~ a du~tbin and ended using lllnt 
Siltn-e shot. 

9ar9)Y a Single established nuthorlty in an'l field from 
arch~~olo~'l to art hIstory was consulted: to e~plaln ~ prlc~les5 

mural depi~ttng thw s*~teenth c~ntury Great Siege .t th~ former 
$r.:1nD l'Iaster\'s} palace In Valletta j Tcr example, He had t.he dut.y 
~atchmanJ struS91lng with his rcu~hl brckcn EngtlSI) (sa GsotqrlC 
and multicultural!} 
"f';!!'t M"dtOl. .;,.150 h~s leng had '!#eculill'j tl\C'tropolitan culture; 
~.heatre and concert, ori'S}inal HrH.1ng and cOl'npostt.ion, elegance 
and styl"!', nOvJ};ere to be> '3limpst'!'d 1n The ~Iatt~se ConnesliS:H:!' Where 
were the bri"3ht-11 t p"rotrH:!'n.ades wi th t.eenagers Halkjng up and do"wn 
til,!, m .. dl1 stwreliil't.s aT Vall~tta .nnd SlltHl'j~"'f t.he sClaside dell'3hts of 
bays like f"t.i:lf'sascala. Blr:z.I.'}bbu9:;\j San (-'aHl i.l-Oah~ ... r. DU9lLba 

.~ wJndsurfin9, sailin9. c.tlrloeln':h I-sat.C'r 5kiln:h dlvin9? Wh~re H~S 
~ the typical Maltese hous. ~'tl\ arch.s and balconies , ~herq 

drlnkin9 from a kltchC'n wqll has long been unknown, even untl~ard 

0+; the pODular mea1 of cr-un;;:::hy bre.:t,J' loll th fresh cuCulI'lber and 
tomatQes In score. 0+ picntcs durln~ ~a'l an~ nisllt~ And the 

open-air catfs ~ith multi-ccfoured umbrellas, the n\lmer'Ou5 hctels 
and r.staurnnts, some servln9 ~uth~ntjc Maltes~ dishes; the 
university itnd polyt.Echnlc cam(1tlses teernin'3 '-lith stud~p.t!Oi the 

orchard. of blood orangQS f~mouG tllrOu91\Out Euro~e; th-e dheerin~ 
crowds ~t soCc~r and wDterpolo matcl,esi publi~,sardens C~llth their 
historic lttl.:le fountaIns), 50me of the~>!' plall~.ed before 1\11!itrall,l; 
Has -discovered·? tlo, thlg ~4as ,a tale of ~oe, of misery In lh~ 

gcor .cheod earth, coa.rsenes~ and fall! ri tuals .=.nd ! imaglnel a 
04 people the Haltese - actl1411y Gurvivq her~. Hork\n9 the~F 

v~r''t 'Juts ou.t" IIOn-!IOtop ThOlt f>lal ta hns history of return 
mt9ratlon ~,ould come AS .=. 5urprise! ~llat of the ~lalt~~Q !~n9ua9~ 

dAt.i119 b:otck to',~.t~Q f?bOtt.'O'Jcl';an:S3 .,~h,? would want to Ilvf;i t.hQrlj"~ tn. 

thQ h.,;Q"rt 'of' ''th .. Medtlr.:trr.=inQ';l11 ).ro,~Jd. fifty mJIlUt,Q!1 by '.:llr fron 

A\J.stl~Olli;.tn d'"OU91!t, t.h~ Ilmit.lI'd 
,:uhnt ltlll'<lty not I1I.Ut:.:;h 1/1 Qvld'lncQ'. h~ncQ .:l11 A~lstral j.:l 

~borI91n.i.ll··reservQJ a dQprl<'5sG'd sUbul~b. 
I"l~ boov-iot. which SOS commi:isionud NICh.i(l'l lloCl9,;\n to 

!:Oome l?vely ·photQ9r· .. ph~. historical ':inEft!s. 
blblio9r~phy~. The ,;author - or Wil.~ It the print~r? 

mi55~e15 tn. n~m~ of ~I~lt~', intcrnationil a(rport a~d' of Gn:o'$ 
loaaln:,:j hot~d. 
While htlly .:1pprlitCiiiltinq th;J.t t.tllii!' l.o.r9c <n.Q!. "100,0001 N.alll:HH! 
COI'fHtH,Jnl ty_ should not be 19norQ<31 cqu.:tlly H~ felt mocke<3 at t Ilnq~ 

by ttle crude"O$~ 01 tllfs production. Clear-ly Hantln~ In dlrect.loll, 
stAge-pl~yed by strallgers, it. did not d~pict lh~ M~lt~ I'IQ IC1101~ and 
love. 

'(ourS Slncersly) 

cc: The Mana9in9 Director, 
SBS, Sydne~l N.S.~. 
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Preservation of Maltese Language 
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11;': 

Jhe preservation or Maltese language by fvlnllcse migranls and their orfspring has 
,Pecn a subject of discussion for scvcral yenrs, I have bccn asked,to discuss three 
·1 f I" I ;aspects OlliS tOPIC, name y: 
r-1 ;1,. How lllllCh is Mallcsc languagc bei ng lIsed by lllignll1ts? 
2. Js fhe Maltcse languilge a hel p or a hindrance? 
3. Are books in Mallese and aboll! Malia reaching Mallcse migrnnts? 
:,\ 
~, I shall restrict IllOS! of what I havc so say 10 111)' expericnce or thc Australian 

:sillial ion. 
ii 
(;1 
:1. How Illllch is (he Maltese language heing used'! 

Thc firs! qllcslion is probably Ihe easiesllO answer because we have reasonably good 
slatislics, particularly rrom Censw; 1996 dala, as well as rroll1 individual slUdies 
:carried out since, I 

i~tl The lotalnulllhcr or persons horn in fvlalla who were living in Auslmlin in 1996 
f.~as 50,879, of wholl1 47.5% were living in Victoria. 39.7% in N.S.W, and the resl 
;(12.8%) were living ill the other Slate!;. (Figurc I) 
~; i According 10 the 1996 Census. ill Australia, a lolal of 4<1,674 persons spoke 
:Maltese. The dislribution ill the differenl Slalel> is givcn in rigme, Victoria accounts 
:for 52% or Maltese-language sJlcakcrs while N,S.W. accounts for J<)'Jf.. Thc othcr 
Slnles accoullt I'm the resl (9%). 
: . To lIo(e from figure 2 Ihal lhe age or Maltese sileakers is notlilllitcd (0 the elderly. 

:6ut !here is a considcrable spread, with 2R,7'7<! being under Ihe 'Ige ur 35. Wiguf'e 2) 
tvhlilese Speakers by Siale: Figure :\, 
Proporlion or [Vlnitese Spc<lkcrs rdnled (0 Sizc oj' Population: Figure 4. 

!2. Is (he MaHese language n help 01' H hindnlllec'! 

iThis is very loadcd <)lIeslioll. olle to which Ihere is no direct answer, It is il11pOrlanlto 
,distinguish clearly which group within tile populatioll are we rercrring to. Tilcre are 
,clearly threc different groups of [vlaltcsc who Illily he alTccted differently in this respect: 

1,1. The rirst generatiolll11igmnl, usually an adllit who call ~peak the iVlallcse language 
well, However, it is well In bear il1l1lind (hal a considerable proportion of Illig ranIs 
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