
PAUL BARTOLO 

IL-MORi TAL-MALTIN .•. U L·KUMMERc HIELES 
LI RIEDU L-INGLIZI (1812-38) 

l'-'liobs ilu g'lial zmien twilid-dieta principali 
tal-mpssa ta' Maltin; hekk ukoll g'liadu llum koif Wera 
bizzeiied l-istraik tal-furnara ftit xhur ilu. F'dan 
I-is tu diu me'liud mit-tezi tieg'liu dwar Britislh Colonial 
Fiscal :Policy in !Malta, 1812-1838, PAUL BARTO
LO'" jitfa dawl importanti fuq il-problema tal-qam'li u 
tal-gtiaixien f'Malta sew mintiabba l.iskarsezza loka
li tal-qam'li kif ukoll min'liabba r-relazzioniiiet bein 
il-bdiewa, in-negozjanti u l-gvern, specialment f'dak 
li g'liandu x'jaqsam ma' poUtika fiskali u kummer
ciali. 

Il-hobz Malti ilu imien twil jintghagen fil-bicca l-klbira 
tieghu minn qamh barrani. Sa minn qabel gew il-Kavallieri 
ta' San Gwann fi-1530 meta Malta ma kenitx itrullata bin-nies 
bha1-lum ('kien hawn mal-2iO,OOO rul'l), il-iMaltin ma kenux 
ikabbru qamh bizzejied biex jitimghu 1il ku1hadd. U billi 1-
l'lobz minn dejjem kien essenzjali ghall-ghijxien tal-Maltin, n
gvern lokali ta' dak :z-funien, magl'lruf bl'la1a l-Universita, 
kien ha f'idejh gha1 kollox 1-importazzjoni ta1-qaml'l: h~kk 
il-pop1u ,kien zgurat li f'Malta ma }kunx hawn nuqqas ta' 
dqil1!, u 1i dan jinlbiegh bi prezz moderat. I 

Il-Kavallieri ghogbithom dis-sistema: hiss il-monopo1ju 
ta1-qallll'l tawh f'idejn l-Universita gdida, immexxija minn 
bard ta' eJ.'>ba' Ma1tin fil-Belt Valletta, minflok dik ta' l-Imdi
na. Ghad li lega1ment din :kienet ikumpannija inde-pendenti 
mill-gvern, il-Granmastru kellu kontroll fuq it-tmexxija 
taghha. 2 Il-Granmastru Pintu (1741-72), ngl'lidu ahna, danba 

'" PAUL BARTOLO, li ghadu kit spicca l-kors tal-g'ftalliema grad
wati, tl-1975 kiseb First Class til-B.A. (Hons); huwa ghamel sena 

, 19hallem l-Istorja u l-Ekonomija t'De La SalleCollege u bhalissa 
qieghed ihejji tezi ghall-M.A. dwar il-tinanzi tal-gvern til-bidu 
ta' dan is.,seklu. 
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kien ordna I-Universita tbiegn il-qamh b'telf ta' 70% biex 
il-poplu ma jgergirx. 3 Il-principju ta' dis-sistema kien li 
prezz,tabhobz,i inzammfbejn :wiehedcu~ienoJ.! dej jem~l-istess; 
meta I-prezzijiet tal-qamh barra joghlew, l-Universtta kfenet 
tbiegh bit-telf, immakienet tpatti ghalih meta dawn jinzlu. 
Dan sar wiehed mill-i1ktar servizzi importanti 1i l-gvern kien 
jaghti Ull-ipoplu. 4 

L-'Universita kienet ukoll ttkkontrolla I-prezzijiet billi 
tohrog U-mieta (jew meta) - prezz fiss gnal kull oggett. Il
GranmastrUlI)eJRohancfl. -177!1~ ikien·· nehnal-mieta~ minn fug 
l-oggetti importati, barral-:qamh'U t-tabakk, biex forsi 
n-neguzjanti jlgllbu kwantita !kbar. Imma I-mieta fuq l-og,get
ti kollha ta'l-ikel, ta' Ibarra u ta' 'Malta, rega' dah'halha Gran
mastruHompesch, inqas. minn .gl'loxrin sena wara. 5 

KonR.itti ta' opinjon; w interessi bejn il-Maltin ul-Ingliii: 

Meta Malta giet f'ideiri l-Inglizi ft-l80{), dis-sistema ta' 
kontroll m'ghogbithomx ghal zewg ragunijiet. L-ewwelnett 
gnax ;f'dak iz-zmien l-Inglizi kienu influwenzati hafna mill
kit'ba ta' Adam Smith (Wealth: of Nations, 177,6) dwar il-bene
fl.ccji tal-kummerc hieles u tal-kompetizzjoni.lnfatti wiehed 
jista' jinnota kif il-princtpji ta' Smith b.uma espressi fl.-intro
dUZ2ljoni tal-proklamazzjoni tal-,25' ta' Frar, 182'8, li bih.a 
l-Inglizi nehhew minn [Malta l-mieta tal-1101bz: 

"His Excellency being persuaded that no measure is better cal
culated TO ensure an abundant supply of provisions of superior 
quality and at cheap rates. than the removal of all restrictive 
regulations having the least tendency to the discouragement of 
competition In the market... all persons may lawfully buy or sell 
bread at such price as may be agreed upon between the Buyer 
and Seller..... ' 

Gnalb,ekk il-kwestjoni tat-tnehhija tal-kontroll minn fuq 
l-importa~zjoni tal-qamn, kif se naraw, hija bisi parti mill
konflitt socjali-ekonomiku bejn il-Maltin. u l-IngliZi. Fit
tradizzjoni 'paternalista' tal-Maltin, il-gvern kien mistenni 
jindahal f'kull haga li tmiss il-poplu: il-kwalita u l-prezz tal
hobz, provediment tal-ilma, xognlijiet publici, sptarijiet, 
karita, edukazzjoni u I-bqijakienu kollha kkontrollati mill
Kavallieri. L-Inglizi lmentaw li "the people have come to 
depend on government for all their wants." 6 

Min-naha I-ohra, l-Inglizi riedu jimponu f>'Malta s-siste-
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ma tag1'l.hom ta' laissez-faire - Ji mhux il-gvern imma per
suni o1'l.ra ghal rashom jahsbu ghall-bzonnijiet ta-ikel, in
dustriji, edukazzjoni u I-bqija. 7 Per ezempju, Sir Thomas 
Maitland, l-ewwel Governatur Ingliz ta' Malta (1813-24), 
kiteb Londra li Malta kien hawn nies iktar milli tiflah il-gZlra 
ghax il-gvern kien jissussidla l-qamh. 6* Din kienet ideja 
zbaljata, ghax il-iMaltin kienu jaqilghu hobzhom bi11i jidde
fendu l-Ewropa jew l-imperu IngliZ u billi jesportaw il-qoton 
li sa 1-1800 kien jaghtihom izjed qliegh milli kieku jkabbru 
l-qamh. Lmma l-attitudni ta' Maitland turi :bic-car kif il
Gvern Kolonjali ma setax ihares 'bl-istess nuccali tal-Maltin 
lejn il-problemi ekonomici u socjali· tal-gzira taghna. 

L-istess MaitIand ikkundanna l-monopolju tal-qamh per 
principju: 

"The first argument, and certainly a very strong one against this 
[corn] monopoly is first the general argument against all mono
polies ..... 6 

Ghalhekk, kif spjega it-Tezor Ingliz fl-1,838, Londra 
xtaqe li f'MaIta: 

"the inhabitants should be induced to rely, like those of other 
British Colonial Possessions, entirely on their own resources and 
foresight, and on the operations of trade for that supply." 8 

Ma' dal-konflitt ta 'opinjoni bejn il-Maltin u I-Inglizi kien 
hemm ukoll konfiitt aktar import anti ta' jnteressi. Il-Gvern 
Kolonjali ma riedx jidhol ghar-responsaJbilta li jzomm il
prezz tal-1'l.obz baxx u li jol1'l.oq xoghol ghal kulhadd kif xtaqu 
I-Maltin ghax dan seta' jnissel dejn publiku konsiderevoli.5 
iBlarra dan fil-kaz partikolari tal-qam1'l. jidher konflitt car, li 
rawh ukolll-Inglizi, bejn l-interessi tal-poplu Malti uta' dawk 
il-'ftit' neguzjanti Inglizi li riedu jispekulaw fil-kummerc 
f'Malta u fiHMediterran biex jaghmlu qliegh kbir hafna.9 

F'dan l-artiklu se naraw kif u g1'l.aliex f'inqas minn 
erbghin sena, sa 1-!18316 in-neguzjanti IngliZi rnexxieihom 
je<[irdu minn Malta kull kontroll tal-gvern fuql-importaz
zjoni tal-qamh. 

ll-qaghda tal-M altin rigward il-qamh: 
Tajieb naraw l-ewwel x'kienet is-sitwazzjoni ezatta tal

Maltin rigward il-qam1'l.. Skond kalkoli moghtija minn osser
vaturi Inglizi U ohrajn, fid-dhul tas-seklu dsatax, madwar 
zewg terzi ta' l-ikel tal-Maltin - 1i kienu jg1'l.oddu minn 
* Innota Ii meta r-riferenza tkun diga. giet ikkwotata issibha indikata tant 

I-istess numru. 
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100,000 sa 120,000 ruh - kien jigi mil1n barra. 10 
L-iktar stima taj:ba dwar il-konsum ta' qa.mh f'Malta bejn 

1::1812;8_u 1:-183'5j aghtihielna_G . __ Ward, lLkienSupretendent 
ta1-amministrazzjoni tal-qamh tal-gvern, kif tidher f'Tabella 
1. 

Tabella 1 

MEDJA TAL-KONSUIM ANNWAU TA' QAlMH F'lMALTA 
BEJiN ;[,-:182,8 U L-183,5 11 

(Bis-salma = :m,al-47H lLbbra) 

Qamh 
Xghir u qmuh ohra nferjuri 
Mahlut (xghir u qamh) 

Total 
... Bejn wiehed u iehor. 

Importat 
62,857t 
11,2'45 

74,102 

Ta'Malta* 
13,421 
13,'599 
22,223 
49,243 

t Jink1udu xi 5,000 salma ghas-Servizzi Inglizi. 

Total 
76,278 
24,844 
22,223 

123,345 

Din turi 1i 82% tal-qamh uzat f'IMalta kien impurtat waqt li 
jekk tqis kull xorta ta' qamh u xhir uzat mill-Maltin 60% 
kienbarrani f'dan iZ-Zffiien. 

Mnejn kien jingieb dal-qamh? Taht il-Kavallieri l-aktar 
minn Sqallija. 12 Fi zmien l-Inglizi mbaghad 1-bicca 1-kbira 
kien jingieb min-nofs in-ll'har tar-Russja (madwar il-Bahar 
1-Iswed) ,kif ukoll mill-Egittu u xi ftit mill-Afrika ta' Fuq.13 
Bejn 1-1822 u 1-1832 il-qamh Egizzjan kien jammonta ghal 
kwazi 30% ta1-qamh ·barrani mikul f'IMa1ta. 14 Imma dan kien 
l-iktar qamh irhis ghax kien l-aghar kwalita ta1-Mediterran: 
infatti Maitland ried ibieghu '1 fqar fl-1820bhala: 

"a cheap and wholesome food ... to the poorer classes ... who have 
hitherto been accustomed to eat barley and other inferior kinds 
of grain" 15 

Billi Malta kienet toqghod tant fuq l-importazzjoni ghall
ikel ewlieni tal-poplu, il-gvern ried joqghod attent li,l-impor
tazzjoniqatt ma tonqos (niftakru li qabe1 1-1830 kien ghad 
anqas hawn vapuri iahdmu bl-isteam) u li n-negozjanti -
li kienu ftit - ma jinghaqdux flimkien biex jghollu l-prezz 
iktar milli jkun hemm bZonn.16 

Gha1hekk gara li l-osservaturi u amministraturi Inglizi, 
fil-waqt li kkundannaw fil-principlu 1-monopo1ji ta1:-gvern 
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fuq l-importazzjoni tal-qamh, fil-prattika kollha kienu jaqblu 
1i din is-sistema kienet Qed tahdem tajjeb hawn Malta. Il
kummissarji tal-1812, ngl'lidu ahna, fil-waqt li qalu li s-siste
ma kienet 

"designated by the odious name of monopoly" 

ammettaw li 
"here for a considerable number of years it [the corn monopoly] 
appears to have answered the two great political needs of better
ing the conditions of the poor, and of procuring an increase of 
revenue." 17 

Il-kummissarji hawnhekk qiesu zewg vantaggi tal-mono
polju: 

(a) li I-prezz tal-qamh seta' jinzamm moderat dejjem 
b'~id kbir ghall-fqar li kienu hafna 

(b) li bil-monopolju, meta l-prezz tal-qamh barrani 
kien jorhos hafna, il-gvern seta' jaghmel profitti kbar biex 
ikun jista' jlahhaq ma' l-ispejjez tal-amministrazzjoni -
vantagg li bdew jaghmlu uzu regulari minnu l-tI:nglizi u li 
meta tnehha l-monopolju tl.-lt822 , zviluppa fit-taxxa fuq il
qamh. 

Barra dan, il-poplu Malti kien dara b'din is-sistema ta' 
pl'ezz stabbli ghall-ikel ewlieni tieghu. Maitland qal li I-Mal
tin kienu "highly alive" ghal dak li kien jigri dwar i-qamh, 
u kien jibza' li jekk jitnehha I-monopolju "an alarm would 
be general among the people". IS 

Ghalhekk il-gvernaturi Maitland, Hastings (1824-26) u 
Ponsonby (1827-35), u Hankey is-Segretarjuprincipali(182J1-
38) kollha qiesu li jehtieg jinzamm xi kontroll fuq l-impor
tazzjoni tal-qamh. Imma dawn, kif se naraw, kellhom jik
kumbattu mal-Colonial Office f'Londra ghax, barra li dan 
kien favur il-kummerc hieles, Londra kienu dejjem jaslU 1-
ilmenti tan-neguzjanti Inglizi f'Malta. 

l'-Monopo'iu J';tnenna 1l-1822: 

Maitland, mill-esperjenza ta' l-Inglizi bejn 1-1800 u 
1-1812, kien iqis li, mhabba l-monopolju, il-qaml'l kien jin
gieb Malta ,bi prezzaktar gl'loli milli kieku kien kompetittiv. 
Ghahlekk kien lest li jnehhi I-monopolju, basta n-neguzjanti 
iassiguraw li qamh igibu dejjem u bi prezz moderat. Lmma 
l-ebda neguzjant ma kien lest ghal dan. [)arba biss, tl.-ahhar 
xhur tal-18115, kien inghata kuntratt biex tingieb kunsinna 
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ta'qamh bi prezz iffissat - u hawn in-neguzjant kien ghamel 
qIiegl'l esagerat u l-gvern xejn :rna swielu. Ghalhekk Maitland 
kieniddeciedalila·l-.g.yern. kellu.j ibq a'responsab bli·biexil
poplu jkun fornut bl-ikel kontinwament u bi prezz moderat, 
il-gvern ukoll messu jibqa' jgawdi l-profitti li setghu jinkisbu 
mill-monopolju. I9 Infatti Maitland stess stqarr f'Jannar, 
1816, li mhux biss kien ser ikompli bil-monopolju, imma kien 
ukoll hadu minn taht idejn I-Universita biex jikkontrollah 
direttament, gl'lax ma kienx jafda I-Maltin: 

"I have. in .. substance taken .. the whole of this concern [the corn 
monopoly] entirely out of the hands of the Maltese and placed 
it. in fis principal parts, directly under government ..... 20 

FI-18118, imbaghad, tM:aitland illegalizza dawn il-mizuri billi 
qiegl'led il-monopolju f'idejn dipartiment tal-gvern imsejjah 
il-'Board of Supply'. .. . .... . . 

Imma dal-monopolju tnehha fi zmien qasir iml'labba 1-
pressjoni tal-qagl'lda mwiegl'lra tal-kummerc f'Malta. Mait
land, li ghalih l-aktar importanti kien il-bilanc tal-budget 
tal-gvern, ft-lBI9 kien qajjem l'lafna tgergir fost in-neguz
janti b'dazji godda fuq ix-xgl'lir u qmugh ol'lra ta'kwalita 
inferjuri li ma kenux mahkuma mill-monopolju. 2' U 
mbaghad, kif ikkummenta Hankey, "came the Greek Revolu
tion of 1821, which. completed the destruction of the trade 
of Malta". 22 

In-neguzjanti Inglizi, 1i kienu ilhom jipprotestaw gl'lal 
xejn kontra h!nizuri skabruzi ta' Maitland, fi-1821 ifformu
law petizzjoni gl'lall-Parlament Ingliz. Skond iMitrovich 23 

din iffirmawb,a n-negozjanti Inglizi u Maltin kollha, kif ukol1 
nies ohra Maltin ta' min jorbot fuqhom, imma l-istH tagl'lha 
huwakollu Ingliz. Dawn talbu fost l-onrajn it-tnehhija tal
monopolju gl'lax qalu 1i 

"this Board [of Supply] is not only unnecessary, but. as now 
constituted [as a government department]. hightly prejudicial to 
commerce. and destructive to. the welfare of the Island." 

Fil-fatt din il-petizzjoni ntbaghtet lis-Segretarju tal-Kolonji, 
Lord Bathurst, li ddiskutieha ma' Maitland billi dak z-zmien 
kien Londra; u n:..neguzjanti accettaw li jirtirawha bil-kun
dizzjoni li jittiehdu xi mizuri favur il-kummerc. 2 4 

Maitland haddem rasu:l-ewwel habbar il-hsieb tiegl'lu li 
jnehl'li I-monopolju tal-qamh (Government Minute, 22 Sep
tember 1821) u xahrejn wara stieden suggeriment dwar x'kel
lu jsir, bil-miktub iewbil-kel:rna, minn ghand kull sezzjoni 
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ta' nies (Government Minute, 7 December). B'hekk heles 
mill-possibilta ta' xi storbju kontra 1-miZuri godda. 

Intlahaq kompromess bejn I-interessi fiskaH tal-gvern u 
s-sigurta dwar l-ike1 ghall-Ma1tin, ix-xewqat tan-neguzjanti, 
u dawk tal-produtturi ta1-qamh f'Malta. Dan gie proklamat 
fl-24 ta' Jannar, 18:;'2: il-kummerc tal-qamh kellu jkun mif
tuh ghal kulhadd minn Lulju 18'2,2 '1 quddiem. 

Il-proklamazzjoni tidher 1i kienet studjata tajjeb biex 
tkun milquha mill-poplu. L-ewwelnett it-tnehhija tal-mono
polju antik gie pprezentat ibl'lala esperiment ibiss: 

"His Excellency the Governor having most maturely and deliberate
ly considered the question how far the corn monopoly which has 
existed for centuries in these possessions should be done away 
with, and having called to his aid the opinions of all such persons 
in these islnads who thought themselves competent to give any 
opinion on the SUbject, he feels himself disposed, though with 
considerable doubt and difficulty on his part, to try the experiment 
of throwing open the commerce in this most important article of 
necessity. His Excellency does it with doubt and difficulty because 
he is convinced, generally speaking, that the wisest sysem of 
Government is to adhere to what has been practically ascertained 
to be beneficial to the people in lieu of setting up novel theoretical 
speculation." 

Imlbaghad Maitland semma x'beneficcji kienu mistennija: 
"Anxious, however, ... to give a fair trail to what is thought may 
prove ultimately beneficial to these islands, and equally alive to 
the necessity of stretching any point at the present moment that 
even bears the appearance of increasing the commerce, or of giving 
employment to the lower classes of the people, he is pleased to 
proclaim ... " 

U fl-ahharnett assigura lill-Maltin li I-Gvern kien se ikompli 
jipprotegihom minn xi nuqqas ta' qaml'l jew prezzijiet 
esagerati: 

" ... It is not his intention that government should interfere ... with 
the commerce in grain so long as the poorer classes of the inha
bitants be supplied with bread at a fair and moderate rate. But as 
the Government must keep a stock in hand to prevent any scarcity, 
or any sudden, or excessive rise in the price of corn, and as it 
must continue its assistance in providing for the inhabitants should 
such scarcity or high prices be of any duration, he deems it neces
sary, with a viw to secure the interests of Government on the one 
hand, and to protect the agricultural interests of these island on 
the other, to adopt the following regulations and restrictions on 
this head ... " 

Maitland hekk stabilixxa taxxa fuq il-qamh ta' madwar 25%. 
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Din baqghet tghakkes il-fqar Maltin sal-19319 u fiha storja 
interessanti hafna. 25 Hawnhekk se naraw biss kif in-neguz
j anti ~IngliZLrnexxielhom~~j eqirdu~l=fti t .kontrolllLl=prokla
mazzjoni halliet f'idejn il-gvernbilli waqqfet 'Riserva Qamh 
tal-Gvern' u tat il-gvern id-dritt li jipprojbixxi ir-re-expor
tazzjoni ta' qamh minn Malta jekk l-hazna tan-neguzjanti 
tkun inqas minn 15,000 salma. 

lr-Riserva Qamfi tal-Gvern: 

Ir-RiservaQamh tal~Gvern kellha tkun ta'madwar 30,00{) 
salma 1i setghu jaqdu l-bzonnijiet ta' Malta ghal xi 5 xhur. 
L-ewwel htiega tar-Riserva kienet biex Maltaqatt ma jkun 
jonqosha qamh gl1all-gharrieda. Dan il-perikIu iktar kien 
joIqot il-Maltin meta kienu fi gwerra kontinwa kontra t
Torok. L-Inglizi kellhom qawwa kbira fuq il-bahar ta' min 
jorbot fuqha. Imma ta' min isemmi li fil-kriZi internazzjonali 
tal-qamh tal-1,899, rega' ssemma "the risk of not being able 
to buy at all" il-qamh mehtieg. 26 

Imma 1-biza ta' skarsezza totali naqset u nfatti d-dritt 
tal-gvern 1i jwaqqaf ir-riesportazzjoni qatt ma ntuza. 22 FI-
1824, met a n-neguzjanti ma ibaqghux jimportaw qamh bhal 
qabel, I-Agent tal-Qamh taI-gvern qal 1i ma kien hemm. 

"no real cause of alarm in case of actual want for then shipments 
from various parts of the Mediterranean will be brought". 27 

Kellu ragun ghalhekk is-Segretarju taI-Kolonji, Lord 
Glenelg, jgl'lid fi-1836 Ii f'Malta ma kienx hawn iktar riskju 
ta' skarsezza totali ta' qamh: 

"when trade is daily expanding its multifarious channels ... Malta, 
as a constituent portion of the British Empire, can have nothing 
to dread from sudden attack or overwhelming emergency." 28 

Imma r-Riserva Qaml'l kella skop iehor iktar importanti. 
Kien intenzjonat 1i l-gvern ma jhallix skarsezza artificjah li 
setghu joholqu n-neguzjanti, l-aktar billi jiftiehmu, biex 
imbaghad ibieghu bl-gholi zzejjed. Skarsezza artificjali f'Mal
ta setghet tinholoq facilment l-aktar ghax kien hemm ftit 
incertezza dwar l-importazzjoni: fi-Egittu, il-Pasha seta' 
jagl'lme1 li jrid u gie li gholla I-prezzijiet izzejjed - u fiI-fatt 
fi-ahhar tas-snin 1,8,20 l-Egizzjani kienu qed ikabbru l-qoton 
flok il-qaml'l; ISqallija kienet qed timporta daqs kemm tes
porta fis-seklu dsatax; u madwar il-Bahar I-Iswed fix-xitwa 
I-maltemp kien ifixkel il-kummerc, u malajr seta' jinqala xi 
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nkwiet poIitiku 1i jwaqqaf il-kummerc jew jgholli I-prezzi
jiet. GhaIhekk CaIvert, I-Agent tal-Gvern, sostna 1i r-Reserva 
kien messa tikber gnal bejn '5'0,000 jew 60,000' saIma (forsi 
ghax kellu kummissjoni ta' 1% fuq ix-xiri u I-bejgh). 29 

Min-naha I-ohra n-neguzjanti kienu mdejqa gnax bil
bejgh tal-qamn tar-Riserva l-gvern seta' jikkontrolla l-prez
zijiet u ma jaghtix cans ghall-ispekulazzjoni. F'ilmenti li 
baghtu lill-Gvern, it-tUet kumpaniii Inglizi ta' M. Fletcher, 
J. Hunter u J. Ranking, sostnew 1i fi zmien ta' paci ma kienx 
hemm ghalfejn iI-gvern jindahal fil-kummerc tal-qamn gnax 
skond il-principji tal-kummerc nieles, 

"any combination of merchants can have no other permanent effect 
than to ensure a larger and cheaper supply." 30 

Hankey wegi:bhom li kienet propju "this very fluctation that 
would be insupportable to the population," u li l-gvern kien 
wieghed li ma jhallix li tigri. 31 Ponsonby wkoll qal 1i l-gvern 
kellu juza r-Riserva biex ma jnallix il-prezzijiet joghew ghal 
dak l-"unknown interval of time" qabel ma l-kompetizzjoni 
terga' tnizzilb,om gnan-normal. 32 

TI-gvernkien iqis serjament il-possibilta ta' ftehim bejn 
in-neguzjanti li setghu jgibu l-gvern dahru mal-hajt. Mait
land kien ga qies dan ft-1&16. 18 U ft-1899, gnad li kien hemm 
kompetizzjoni ohra bejn n-neguzjanti tal-qamh u tad-dqiq, 
meta I-prezzijiet tal-qamh kienu joghlew, kemm n-neguzjanti 
tad-dqiq kif u).wlltat-tnin setgnu jaghmlu qliegh esagerat 
- "and they naturally do so without hesitation," irrapporta 
kumitat mwaqqaf t'apposta. 26 

Hankey irrefjuta I-argument tan-neguzjanti li I-poziz
zjoni ta' Malta f'nofs il-linji tal-kum,merc ma kenitx tnalli 
cans ghal ftehim bejniethom. Kien hemm l-ezempju car 
tal-gzira ta' Corfu; met a Maitland nehha l-monopolju tal
gvern fuq il-qamh ft-1816, in-neguzjanti ftiehmu bejniethO\lll 
u gnollew il-prezzijiet tant li l-gvern kellu jerga' jonloq il
monopolju. U din l-istorja irrepetiet ruhha ft-1,833 taht Lord 
Nugent. 33 

In-neguzjanti tal-qamfi u l-indliil tal-gvern 
fil-kummeri:: fi zmien ir-Riserva - 1822-36: 

X'gara ftl-fatt meta tnenha l-monopolju f'Lulju, 182F.a? 
Ghal bidu n-neguzjanti gabu qamh bizzejjed biex jinqeda 1-
poplu, il-prezzijiet mal-Mediterrankienu baxxi, u,l-gvern 
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fila ndahalx fil-kummerc. 27 Lmma ftl-harifa ta' 1-1824, min
flok ziedu I-haZna taghhom ghax-xitwa kif kien mistenni, in
rieguzran:ti·~kien:u.o·aqghalh6m·biss·T,000~sa:.lrtta··lr.kien.etis

serVi ghal gimgha. 34 Ir-raguni ta' dan mhix cara. 
Il-gvern kellu bilfors jaqdi lill-poplu mir-Riserva tieghu 

u jixtri l-qamh ;mill-gdid biex dejjem jibqghalu Riserva taj
ba. 34 Billi l-ebda neguzjant ma ha l-offerta ghall-importaz
zjoni 1i hareg il-gvern f'Ottubru, 1824, dan irnexxielu jixtri 
20,ODO salma direttament mill-Egittu u Sqallija ezatt qabel ma 
1-prezzijiet ifduppjaw. 35 Kieklim'gl'iamilxhekk il-Gvern kien 
jidhol fi spejjeZ akJbar. Bii-prezzijie£ telgl'lin u r-Rlserva bi 
prezz baxx 1i kellu I-Gvern, in-neguzjanti ma gabux izjed 
qamh fi-1825 u hekk il-gvern qisu rega' ha Hnonopolju tal
qarn.h kif ilmentaw in:..n.eguzianti IngliZi. 36 

Ma tistax toqghod taghti t-tort lin-neguzjanti jew lill
gvern. Eiss in-neguzjanti Inglizi donnhom riedu jsibu f'hiex 
jaqbdu biex jehilsu mir-Riserva ta1-gvern halli jkunu jis
tgl'lu jispekulaw u jaghmlu qliegh kbir. Infatti G. Ward, is
Supretendent tar-Riserva, innota H, ghad li n-neguzjanti bar
ranin kellhom il'lallsu ls. Bd. izjed dazju fuq kull salma minn 
dak li kienu jhallsu l-Inglizi (xi 10s.), u gl'lad li dawn kienu 
jinghataw tant attenzjoni mill-gvern, in-neguzianti Inglizi 
kienu importaw biss 4,886 salma matul is-sena .182:5, fil-waqt 
li I-barranin gabu 3,000 iZjed minn hekk.37 

Billi raw li kien difficli 1i jeqerdu ghal kollox ir-Riserva 
tal-gvern, fl-1825 in-neguzjanti talbu 1i l-gvern ma jibqax 
jixtri u jbiegl'l U-qamh f'kompetizzjonimaghthom; Minflok 
il-gvern kellu jixtri l-qamh ghar-Riserva ta' mhux iktar minn 
35,000 salrtta (daqs konsum ghal sitt xhur) bl-offerta, u 
mbaghad ibieghu biss meta jkun se jithassar jew meta I-prezz 
tal-qamh joghla aktar minn 40 skud (1&6s.) is-salma.36 

IS-Segretarju tal-Kolonji ghalhekk ordna 1ill-gvern t.a' 
Malta biex fil-waqt li jiel'lu hsieb l-interessi ta' l-amminis
trazzjoni, jara wkollli r-Riserva Qarnh tieghu tkun amminis
trata b'mod 1i kemm jista' jkun ma tfixkilx il-kummerc tan
neguzjanti. 22 

Imma billi l-gvern hassu fil-bzonn li jkompli jbiegh u 
jixtri ftit jew wisq gl'lal rasu, in-neguzjanti rnexxielhom jip
perswadu 1i1 Kummissarji ta' 1-1830 (li gham1u rapport dwar 
il-finanzi tal-gvern minghajr magew hawn Malta), li l-gvern 
ma messux jibqa' "acting as a merchant" fi-amministrazzjoni 
tar-Riserva tal-Qaml'l.38 Din id-darba l-UffiMju tal-Kolonji 
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ordna lil Ponsonby Ibiex ma jixtrix izjed qamh permezz ta' 
agenti tal-gvern barra minn Malta. 39 

Biex inkunu nafu sew kemm kien jindaha1 il-gvern fil
kummerc tal-qamh, tajjeb inharsu lejn Tabella ;2" li tkopri 
z-zmien kollu meta s-sistema tar-Riserva kienet Qed tal'ldem 
- bejn 1-18215 u 1-183'6 (meta ddecidew li din tispicca). Hawn 
ghandna 1-ammont ta' qamli importat kull sena min-neguz
janti u mill-gvern, l-ammont li dan xtara minn ghand in
neguzjanti u l-ammont 1i dawn it-tnejn u I-biedja Maltija 
kienu ta'kull sena jbieghu ghall-konsu!lll tal-Maltin. Fit
tabella ghandna wkoll il-livell ta1-prezzijiet tal-qamh bl-in
gross f'Malta mingl'lajr id-dazju (C.LE'.) ghax dawn kienu 
influwenzati mill-ezistenza u x-xiri u I-bejg.h tar-Riserva tal
gvern. 

MU-tabella jidher li minn total ta' 722,488 sa1ma ta' 
qam,h barrani kunsmat f'Ma1ta bejn 1-1825 u 1-183:6, kwart 
minnhom (180,694 salma) kienu fornuti mir-Riserva tal
gvern. iBilli 83,'507 salma minn dawn il-gvern kien xtrahom 
minghand in-neguzjanti f'Malta, il-gvern kien importa biss 
13% tat-total ta' qamh barrani. B'kuntrast ma' dan, fl-aI'lhar 
7! snin tal-monopolju (HU5-June 1822) il-gvern kieri im
porta xi 83% tal-qamh 1i tqieghed til-fosos u xtart biss 
16%minn ghand in-neguzjanti. 41 

Jidher car ukoll kif bejn 1-18125 u 1-1830 il-gvern indaI'lal 
sewwa fil-kummerc ghax il-bejgh ta' qamh mir-Riserva 
li kienet il-bicca l-kbira mixtrija direttament minn barra -
kienjammonta ghal 31% tal-qamh barrani kunsmat f'Malta. 
Imma wara 1-1830, imhabba l-insistenza minn Londra kif 
semmejna, il-gvern kien iforni inqas wnn 20% - u hafna 
minn dan kienu importawh in-neguzjati. 

Difficli tifhem ghala in:-neguzjanti ma kinux igibu kwan
tita ikbar ta' qamh. Tassew li l-ezistenza ta' Riserva kbira tal
gveril 1i kienet intenzjonata li zzomm il-prezzijiet baxxi ma 
kenitx thalli lok ghall-ispekulazzjoni. Infatti r-Riserva mas
sima ta' 1-1829 gabet maghha wkoll bejgh massimu annwali li 
qatt ghamel il-gvern minnha. U l-istess meta r-riserva tal
gvern kienet waslet biex tinbiegh fl-1824 qabel il-qamh jit
hassar, in-neguzjanti ma baqghux jimportaw bhal q9.Jbel. Im
ma kif tispjega I-fatt 1i fl-1826 ebda neguzjant ma ha l-offerta 
biex iforni qamli ghan-navy, meta nghataw erba' xhur Zmien 
ghal offerta u tmien xhur ohm biex jingieb il-qamh? 42 

In-neguzjanti IngliZi donll'hom kie.nu determinati li jaraw 
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00 
00 

Data 

1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 

Tabella 2 

MlI!N KlEN :IiFOIRNtI L-QAiMlH GIMJ.iL -MALTIN BEJN L-1825 U L-183640 

(Bis-salma = mal-470 Iibbra) 

Importazzj oni Konsum 
Prezz 

Min-N. salma 
gnall- Min-N. Mill-G. qamn, M iII-

konsum gnal(- gnar- C.I.F. Bejgn Bejgn nsad 
lokali. G. Riserva Total Malta mill-G. min-N. lokali 
(a) (b) (b) (c) (d) (a) (e) 

s. d. 
37,626 8,516 23,007 69,149 28- 8! 37,626 22,228 mhux 
44,586 - 8,949 53,535 28- 2it 44,586 16,057 magnruf 
51,261 5,777 18,661 75,699 30- 4 51,261 16,496 
32,871 21,316 10,652 64,839 36- 1it 32,871 16,876 25,977 
31,667 776 - 32,443 35-10:t 31,667 23,293 22,206 
34,248 8,685 - 42,933 29- 2! 34,248 15,657 23,317 
48,597 13,572 - 62,169 32- 5it 48,597 16,863 10,857 
45,935 6,844 - 62,779 32- 3 45,935 7,676 18,827 
44,354 9,311 - 53,665 29- H 44,354 15,237 13,880 
43,096 481 20,187 63,764 29-10:t 43,096 12,114 23,884 
48,188 5,215 7,000 60,403 30- 9! 48,188 8,710 20,404 
51,786 3,014 - 54,800 27- 1it 51,786 8,500 .. 21,088 

------

i 
I 

I 

I 

Total 
I 

i 

I - i 

- I 
-

75,977 
77,166 
73,222 
78,317 
72,438 
73,471 I 
78,094 I 
79,302 i 1 

81,374_1_ 

Ir-Riserva Qamn tal-Gvern, fit-tmiem ta' kull 3, xhur, kienet tammonta gnall-medja ta' 27,955 ~alma; kellha massi'mu ta' 
51,098 salma fl-1828, u minimu ta' 9,506 salma fl-1833. I 

Tifsir: N. = Neguzjanti;G. = Gvern; C.I.F. = Cash-Insurance-Freight. 



is-sistema tfalli biex ma titkompliex. Dan jidher mill-fatt li 
meta rnexxielhom jiksbu t-tnehhija tar-Riserva tal-gvern fl-
1.837,kif se naraw, riedu konferma ufficcjaIi biex donnu jid
hlu b'ruhhom u gisimhom f'dan-negozju. 

Min-naha ta1-gvern ma jidhirx 1i kien hemm indhil bIa 
bzonn fil-kummerc. Ha&tings u iPonsonby, it-tnejn favur iI
kummerc hie1es fll-principju u taht pressjoni minn Londra, 
ghamIu li setghu ibiex ma jfixklux in-neguzjanti. Fl-ahhar 
miIl-ahhar it-tnejn kienu jqisu li I-espansjoni taI-kummerc 
kien wiehed miIl-mezzi biex jinstab ix-xoghol ghall-eluf ta' 
Maltin qieghda. 43 Kemm Hastings fl-1825 ·kif ukoll Ponsonby 
fi-1827,42 tilfu opportunitajiet ta' profitt ghad-dipartiment 
tar-Riserva Qamh billi ma xtrawx jew bieghu fi Zmien ta' 
qIieghbiex ma jfixklux lin-neguzianti. U wara 1-1830 infatti, 
biex igawdu n-neguzjanti, ir-Riserva saret piz finanzjarju 
ghall-gvern. 45 

Sadattant, fiI-waqt li gharn1et possibbIi ftit jew wisq il
heIsien tal-kummerc tal-qamli, is-sistema ta' Riserva kienet 
harset lill-poplu minn tibdil klbir fil-pr,ezzijiet. FiI-bidu ta' 
1-183.1, nghidu ahna, billi I-prezzijiet fi-Ingilterra ghoIew 
hafna, in-neguzjanti baghtu I-qamh taghhom kollu '1 hemIIl" 
u kieku mhux ghax kien hawn ir-Riserva, iI-Maltin kien 
ikollom ihalIsu prezz gholi wisq ghall-hobz ta' kuIjum. 32 

Il-kontroll fuq il-qamh importat jtispicca 
gnal kollox 1l-183'1 : 

Il-mod kif tnehha I-ftit kontroll 1i kien baqagh1u I.,.gvern 
fuq in-neguzjanti tal-qamh huwa interessanti ferm ghax jik
xef il-verita: il-kontroll tnehha ghaI 'ftit' neguzjanti kontra 
r-rieda tal-Ma1tin u tal-amministrazzjoni Ing1iza f'Malta. 

Meta l-Kummissarji tal-1830, minn Londra qalu 1i 1:
gvern ma messux ikompli jindaha1 fiH.mmmerc taI-qamh, 
Ponsonby u I-ufficiali tieghu haduh,a IIl,aghhom qattgha bla 
habe!. Hankey infatti tela' Londra biex jiddiskuti sewwa dan 
is-suggett - 'the most important branch of the administra
tion'.46 Kif wera I-awditur Thornton, ma kienx veru dak li 
qalu I-Kummissarji li r-Riserva kienet qed tinzamm bit
telf.47 Is-suggeriment tagh<hom 1i jekk kien heIIl,m bzonn ta' 
Riserva, 

"this can be most conveniently and fitly done by directing the 
Commissariat to make the purchase in the usual manner 
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[bl-offerta]" • 
kien bIa bazi ghax bhas-sistema ezistenti, b'hekk ukoll seta' 
jsir it:te1.Cukien. jkollujitkompla~l-indhilfib kummerc biex 
jinbiegh il-qamh qa;bel jehZien. 22 

L-iktar difiza tal-kontrollli mpressjonat 1i1 Goderich, is
Segretarju tal-Kolonji, kienet it-theddida ta' Ponsonbyu 
Hankey li seta' jinqala' l-inkwiet fost il-Maltin ghax, 

"if the government should· remain without such a stock and the 
prices of grain rule at a high rate for any considerable time, two 
alternatives would in thatcasepresent themselves ... :either that 
thegovernmenn,:voufa-bs·suddeniicalfecl Oil to feed the Pe()ple 
at a ruinous expense, or be content to see· that People driven to 
insurrection ... for the Maltese, though a much enduring and 
patient race, are aware to a man of the pledge that exists ... and 
when pressed by famine would go to all lengths to exact fulfil
ment." 22 

Infatti Goderichkiteb lit-TeZor Ingliz li s-sistema ta' Riserva 
kella tibqa' ghax 

"there is no calamity which the people of Malta would view with 
greater dread than the suspension of the control of government 
over that important branch of their internal economy." 48 

Ghalhekk fil-waqt 1i wissa lilPonsonby ma jfixkiIx Iin
neguzjanti billi jixtri l-qamh minn ghandhom, l-affarijiet 
baqghu bhal qabel. 

Numru ta' Maltin attivi fil-pulitka fl-183.2 u fl-1836 
baghtu zewg petizzionijiet 1i1l-Parlament Ingliz ghal riformi 
ftl-gvern ta' Malta u fost l-ohrajn ta1bu t-tnaqqis tad-dazju 
fuq il-qamh u biex jinghataw sehem fit-tmexxijatad-Dipar
timent tal-Qamh li minnu kien ilhom imcahhda sa mill-
1815.49 · 'I 

Fuq dawn it-talbiet ikkummenta Peter Smith, awtorita 
dwar Malta fl.-Ufficju tal-Kolonji. Huwa qal Ii dak 1i talbu 
I-Maltin kien "perfectly intelligible and fair", u sostna 1i kienu 
jaghmlu 

"a singular contrast to the object [Ii allura ma kienx gust] which 
the few British merchants engaged in trade wi11i Malta havd dur
ing the last twenty years never ceased to press upon the conside
ration of Government: namely ... the absolute cessation of all 
interference on the part of Government with the supply of [corn 
to] the Island." 50 

Imma dak li riedu "the few British merchants" sar fil
fatt. 

Meta fl.-l83!6, kienu gejjin Austin uLewisbhala Kum
missarji biex jstudjaw il-problemi ta' Malta, Lord Glenelg, 
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is-segretarju tal-Kolonji, fuq talba tan-neguzjanti, qalilhom 
jirrapurtaw ukoll dwar il-kwistjoni tar.,Riserva tal-QamI'l u 
s-'sliding scale' tad-dazju. 5I In-neguzjanti IngliZi malajr 
ippubblikaw din l-informzazjoni f'Malta. U I-mexxejja Mal
tin ipprotestaw kontra t-tnehI'lija tal-kontroll tal-gvern mill
kummerc tal-qamI'l g1'1ax l-interessi tag1'1hom kienu se ibatu 
biex igawdu n-neguzjanti. 52 

Imma kif jidher mir-rapport tagI'lhom, Austin u Lewls 
kienu favur 1'1afna l-kummerc 1'1ieles. 

Infatti, fuq parir tag1'1hom, it-tneI'lI'lija tar-Riserva 
tpoggiet .quddiem il-Kunsill tal-Gvern, 1i kien twaqqaf fl-
1835 b'7 membri (4 :minnhom ufficjali) u li ma kellu ebda 
saI'lha legislattiva, fis-2fJ t'Awissu, 18316. iMit-tliet membri 
mhux ufficjali - il Baruni de lPiro, is-sur Agostino Portelli u 
s-sur Aspinall 1i kienu jirrapprezentaw lil propjetari tal-art, 
u lin-neguzjanti iMaltn u dawk IngliZi 1'1add ma accetta li 
titneI'lI'la r-Riserva g1'1ad li kollha, bI'lala produtturi jew ne
guzjanti tal-qamI'l, kien jaqblilhom personalment. Portelli 
ssuggerixxa li r-Riserva tkun f'idejn bord independenti mill
Gvern; 1-o1'1rajn talbu z-Zmien biex ja1'1sbu u l-laqg1'1a aggor
nat.53 L-Acting Governor, il-Kurunell Evans, min kif irrap
porta dan kollu, jidher 1i anqas hu ma ried jeqred il-kontroll 
tal-gvern. 

Imma Glenelg baqa' deciz favur in-neguzjanti u fis-7 ta' 
Novembru, 18316, ordna l-I'lrug ta' avviZ li l-gvern ma kienx 
se jixtri izjed qamI'l. 54 Sadattant f'Ottubru kien la1'1aq Gverna
tur .gdid, Sir H. Bouverie (1837-43) li milli jidher kien iktar 
lest joghgob ix-xewqat ta' Londra bla ma jagI'lti kaz wisq tal
Maltin. Dan malajr laqqa' I-Kunsill dwar l-ordni ta' Glenelg 
u kif irraporta hu stess: 

"the Council at once saw that the steps to be taken appertained 
to the executive authority and therefore expressed their wish to 
leave entirely to me the adoption of these executive measures 
necessary to give full effect to the orders of His Majesty's 
Government." 55 

JigWeri l-Kunsill ma riedx ikollu x'iaqsam, u kien ikun kollu 
ta' xejn. Tassew kif gergru l-iMaltin li l-Kunsill 

"cannot in any way contribute to the relief of the deplorable 
state of the Island. ' 49 

L-avviZ 1i temm iz-zamma tar-Riserva deher fil-Gazetta tal
Gver ntal-U ta' Jannar, 11837. 

Jidher li Glenelg kien servili ghall-interessi tan-neguz
janti Inglizi f'did-decizjoni mill-ittra li ibag1'1at fil-15 ta' Jan-
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nar, 1837 fejn ordna li d-deciZjoni li titnehba r-Riserva tigi 
ppublikata fil-Gazzetta tal-Gvern - kif fil-fattga kien 
sar-

"for the assurance of the merchants who are still in doubt," 56 

Hobz il·Maltin mingnair nprsienmill.Gvern: 

Ftit wara li nbiegh il-qamh li ,kien baqa' tar-Riserva 
f'Novembru 1838,kien,b,awnskarsezza internazzjonali tal
qarn,hu n-neguzjanti f'Malta hallew 5,OOOsalma biss (likienet 
isservi gha120 jum), Lmma wiehed jinnota r-rejazzjoni diffe
renti tal-Gvernatur iH;;did, Fil-waqt li stqarr li din kienet 
sitwazzjoni "of great anxiety", Bouverie m'ghamel xejn hUef 
ittama li xi taghbijiet qamh li kienu gejjin mill-Bal'lar 1-
Iswed jinbieghu Malta fejn il-prezzijiet kenu gl'lolew bl'lal 
f'postijiet ohra: 

"It is not my intention to lay an embargo upon corn in port unless 
the stock shall be reduced to within a few days consumption 
being fully aware of the impolicy of interfering with the trade," 57 

Xahar wara Bouverie qies il-possibilta Ii jbaxxi d-dazju jekk 
il-prezzijiet joghlew jzjed; imma, gl'laddli fis-sitwazzjoni 
l-uniku rimediu 1i ra kien li l-gvern jerga' jiehu l-monopolju 
tal-qaml'l, xorta sostna li, la dan kien spicca sittax-il sena 
qabel, , 

"It is better to leave the trade to itself than to interfere with it by 
any measure of inadequate efficiency," ,';8 

Sadattant ghall-Maltin dan kien ifisser mizerja akbar 
ghax il-prezzijiet gholew daqs ta' l-Ingilterra, Leghorn u 
Genoa, 57 Ma kienx argument 1i dawn kienu prezzijiet kom
petittivi, gl'lax il-pagi f'Malta jidher Ii kienu baxxi hdejn pos
tijiet ohra: J, Davy fl-,1842 osserva Ii l-pagi fil-Ionian Islands 
"are rather more than twice as high as in Malta", 59 Jekk fl.-
18316ga kien hemm xi nies Ii mietu ibil-guh. nistghu nimma
ginaw x'gl'laks inholoq meta gholew il-prezzijiet tal-E'.obi, 
gl'lax dan mhux bisskien jinl'lass direttament minn dawk li 
ma kellhomx ,biex jixtru loqma, imma anki dawk li kienu 
jaqilghu xi haga, ma kienx possibli gl'lalihom li jaghtu kari
ta lill-eluf ta' tallaba 1i kien hawn Malta f'dak iz":Zillien. 60 

Imma l-Ufficju ta' Londra kienu ;mitlufa fi kwestjonijiet 
ta' principju. Meta Bouverie kien kiteb,dwar il-qaghda anzju
za ta' Malta f'Novembru, 1838, Glenelg kien issuggerixxa s
soluzz.joni ta1-Kummissarji tal-1830 1i l-Kummissarjat tas-
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Servizzi Inglizi f'Ma1ta jzomm iRiserva hu: dan issa ntbaghat 
lit-Tewr Ingliz. Imma t-Tezor wiegeb li dan kien imur kontra 
I-principju ta1-kummerc hieles li fuqu (jew iml'labba l-inte
ressi?) kien tnehha 1-kontroll ta' qabe1: 

"if a reserve stock is held by the Commissariat in the event of a 
temporary short supply and enhancement of the price. the whole 
principle of those arrangements would be subverted." 61 

U tassew: kieku l-gvern indaha1 b'xi modkienu jerggIlU 
jinqa1ghu l-istess prablemi ta' qabel man-neguzjanti. 

It-Tezor ta biss il-permess 1ill-Gvernatur li f'kaz ta' 
emer.genza li ma jkunx hemm qamh lMalta, dan seta' juza 
terz tar-Riserva ta1-Kummissarjat (xi 200 salma li sservi gha1 
jumejn gl'lall-poplu) - u anke din kella tinbiegl'l bi prezzi
jiet kompetittivi. 62 

Dan il-kaz ma garax ghax il-Maltin qagl'ldu ghal prezzi
jiet kompetittivi u n-neguzianti allura gabu l-qamh Malta. 63 

1mma dan juri kif 'ftit' neguzjanti Inglizi kellhom aktar 
setgha fit-tmexxija ta' Malta mill-Maltin kollha f'daqqa. In
fatti meta nho1oq bzonn ta' dirfiza imperjali fl-184H, imh8.Jbba 
1-inkwiet politiku rfiHBahar I-J'swed, it-TeZor kellu jaccetta 
li f'Ma1ta tinzamm Riserva spejjez tal-Gvern civili ..,- ghad 
li f'dal kaz ukoll Bouverie qaghad attent li ma jurtax in
neguzjanti. 64 

Billi I-Gvern ma mpurtahx i1l1ill-qaghda ta' Malta, xi 
Maltin ippruvaw isolvu I-problema minn jeddhom. Hasbu 
biex iwaqqfu speci ta' koperattiva fuq I-istH ta' I-Universita 
1i qabel ki·enet tmexxi 1-monopolju. 

Il-prospett ta' dil-koperattiva imsejl'la "Societa Nazionale 
dei Grani" kien ippubblikat ghall-inqas darbtejn: jeZistu 
kopji ta' 1-1839 minn IF. Naudi & Co., u ohra minn G.B. 
MompaIao & Co. fl-lil340. Kien prospettat li 1-kumpanija tak
kwista l-kapita1 minn fost il-Maltin b'imgl'lax ta' 4% 

Imma ma jidb,irx 1i dan twaqqfet. >A. Portelli, li kif rajna 
kien rapprezentant tan-neguzjanti Maltin fil-Kunsill ta1-
Gvern, gl'lad li kien jaqbel ma' l-ideja, kiteb lill-iBaruni V. 
Azzopardi, li kien meqjus bha1a l-awtur ta1-prospett, li kien 
se jidhol f'riskju kbir ghax l-koperattiva ma setghetx tirnex
xi. Pottelli deherlu li, minn meta l-gvern i1l1a baqax jindahal 
fil-kummerc, in-neguzjanti tal-qamh kienu armaw b'vapuri 
~bar taghhom u kellhom kapitali kbar li maghhom ;ma 
setghetx tikkompeti koperattiva. 65 iBarra li Portelli keUu ten-
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denza jaqbel mal-gvern ma nafux x'interessi ohra seta' kellu 
f'dil-bicca. 

u·· r .. poplu .. Maltr kellu bhalhbiar ·ibatr 1= k6nsegwenzi, 
ghax kien Ha much enduring and patient race" iktar milll 
haseb Hankey. Meta nit snin wara, bejn 1-1845 u 1~1847 il
prezzijiet tal-qamh gnolew Ib'xi 30% imhabba n-nixfa kbira li 
hakroet lil Malta u I-bzonn ta' iktar hluq ma' l-Ewropa ghall
qamh tal-Mediterran, il-Maltin sofrew immensament min
nuqqas ta' ikeL I..-Ingilterra, 1i f'dak iz-Zillien kienet qedtixtri 
Fqabil'lghall;';IfIarida (fejn tik61IbiiettihafIianiesbiFgun), 
lill-Gvernatur P.Stuartina hallitllx jixtri l-qamh ghall-Mal
tin Ilhax "such an indefensjjbe d~parture from general [free
trade] principle" ma setgnetx issir qabel ma l-gvern ikun 
inkuraggixxa "the exertions of private traders" billi jissus
pendi d-dazju fuq il-qamh. stuart, min-naha tiegnu, ma 
riedx jaghmel dan g.hax beza' jhalli barra dhul tant impor
tanti g1'1alI-kaxxa tal-gvern - xi 38% tat-total tal;';budget.66 
U I-poplu zugraga fin-nofs! 

Kien biss met a I-prezzijiet esagerati tal-hobz 1'1abtu ma 
taqlib politkiu iehor fl-1!9li9, li I-poplu rvella. 67 

Sadattant il-poplu mill-l822 sa 1-19,39 baqa' dejjelI! ihal
las taxxa lill-gvernu profit lin-neguzjanti. U n-neguzjanti 
jerga' kienu jg1'1ollu l-qamh !zzejjed meta jistghu kif innota 
Rowsell fl-1,877. 68. 

Tassew li l-Kummerc ta' Malta ghax kien 1'1ie1es seta' 
iktar jespandi ghal xi Zmien. 69 Imma ma kenitx instabet is
soluzzjoni mixtieqa kif tforni I-poplu Malti tbil-qalI!li mehtieg 
bi prezzijiet moderati u Hit jew wisq stabbli minghajr indhil 
fil-kummerc min-nana tal-gvern. Taht pressjoni ta' Hit ne
guzjanti. l-Ufficju Kolonjali kien qies biss l-interessi tagh
horn u warr~b ghall-!?;enb ir-responsabilta 1i ma jhallix il
poplu batut jaqa' ftl-mizerja. 
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