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Tile R Ct'O IlSII ' uclioll of Mahesc J;'ulllilit·s 

Dr. G iovanni BOlll' lIo's twu re<:t~ llt a rti (' I(~ s pu blished in th e Sill/day Times 011 

Ma y 2014, n>opt ' ,lcd u call of \ \ O I'll IS regarding tI1(-' ex is te nce of a lly offs pring 
fallw red lIy Crand l\>la s tf' 1" Jean de Valett c. Dr. BOllello provided hi s toricu l 
('vide lH'e Ih a l Ihi s Gra nd Mus tf'r of Ihe Orde r of Ma lta ha d at least two 
(·hildrf' n. '1'111' lirs t ch il d WIT S Harthe le my. whose b irth wa:" II 'g itin,i zed by th e 
Ki ngof Fra'II ·(·. ' The second was ;:1 gi rl. by Ih(, Il a me of ISlJbe lle who, unlikl' 
1\1'1' brut he r, d id not need an y form of legi t i III iw t ion. Her soc ial rd mbi Ii tat i a ll 

CiI 'lll' Ihrough ma rriage . whi(·IT \\as ce lebrat ed in Bi rgll on 1 S'" January 1 .')67. 
The MUITiage Ac t s j)('(' ifi(-'s tlrat S tefano BonHe urso. Fiore ntino married 
Isabella Busuv ia whos,' fath e r was Cola. Now, Dr. i3uuello ass ures us, thal 
Isa he lb· ... hllhe r was nOI Colu but de Valt~ t 1t' . while the Flnn ' lltille noh lf' rn"lI" s 
('ol'reel SlIl'Ilanl(' was BuoJlac('0I~i ,2 Ullforlu nate1 y Isa be llu'io'. marriage f'nd f'd 
ill traged y. Ste fano Buonacl:ors i lllu rde red he r in wha t appf' i\ rs tn have bef'n 
a c rime of pass io ll less Ihan a Yf'ar un e r marrying he r.:! 

Dr Bone ll o's work gave Ill t' th e opporlull ily 10 re tu rn to an o ri g i nal co ntri buti on 
of minc.l)ul)li shed inllw (Iail y edilio n o f Ill!' Tim,es o/ Malla back in 1998, 
whf' re in I r{'f(' rre d to an archi va l d iscovpry in tht' Ba pl is m Al:ls of Birgu. In 
thi s Hegisle r. 1 had found rC(,01'III '1i Ih e birth or Ma ll eo in 1.')63. desc ri bed 
a s the :;011 of Cio BUlla who. in turn , was th e SOil or C rand Mas lcr Jean de 
Valel1e . I 

This di scovery is pal1 of u vas le r o n-going process of reconstruet ion of pHi' l 
Maltf'se fa milit,:, th a t was initia le d in collal)()rationl)f'twccnlhe Dcpartlll t! nt 
of lli 5tOl), at th e Uni vc rs ity of Malia and lilt' Cenlre Bo land Mous ne r <II 

the Uni vers it y of Paris. Paris IV - Sorbonne . 'I'll(' idea o riginatt ·d in 1994 
whe n the Ih e n Hedol' of Ih e Uni vt rs it y of Malta , Fr. Pe ler Se rrac in o Ing lott. 
logelhf'l" willr thf' Profcs!;or of His tOl),. Vietor l\'lallia Milanes . for th e fif!;1 
lime. de lilw rat('d Ih e rel'o l1s tn lf'tion uf th e Maltese populat ion ont o a 
('on"!J)ule r dat uhuse . Th~irs l p1.l l'is lws chose ll fo r reconstruc t io n wcre two of 
'G iu"lHltli 11",,, ·110, 'J'l"· I,o, ,, ChiMrell uj (;,1U1<1 M (Jsler ) " 1111 d" lolellc. The SU ll.t!!) Ti"".~. l\by 26. 

20 1:1. 1'1" m.49. 
Z Gi"' ll llni Bo m· ll o. Til l' 1",,'1' Clr ildren of ) 1'(111 (Ie 11.1" /1" (Part 2) M urill·r oj Gram! M lul" r til' 111/,,111':' 
Lm-.e-dlw l5' ,It'r, 1.'IIi11'1l1' IJllllllm;c()r .• i. Till' Sunduy · 'i mf·~ . J li ne. 2. 201 3. 1'1' 4H-<lY. 
, thi,1. 

~ /\ riad lw \t a;;~1I . " 1(>41. C" rr llll)' Hirt l. C.·rtifi'·a lf' Li nko ',ll0 1.1.1 \ "ll ,·'h·. Claill" ",t 10 H,·.:ortl till' Birth 
nf G r.u l(l !\I as l"r'" r;.,' rr" ~ l) rr ", The 7/1111'.' , Tues.:lay. J<UW UI)' 2 7. 1998. p. 6. 
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tht! harbour ar('o~: Spnglf'u and Bunn la . The he lp ofrt'red by the then c uratur 
of tllf' Catlwdrlll MWWUI1 1. Dun GWcllln Azzopardi. ww; indi ." ppn:o:ahlp and 
Iwlpf'fl ex pund this projt:'I't to Ihe familif's of Ha lKlt , Oir Miftuh. Qormi <Inri 
Birgu. It was while painstakingl y rI~con slrucling the populalion of Birgu thl.lt 
the nalllf' uf rif' Valpuc's grandsu n ('ropped up for tlie firs t tilll~. 

Tht' work or rC('OIl slrud ion in vo lvcs identifying «'1.1eh and (' Vf'ry indi viduu l 
who liwd in a specific gcographi eal a rt'a !norther with all h is or her 
kin ship, \1:;' ll("nevl ' r pO:<-:'i iblf'. the {'},ad plal:f' or birth and residence' is al so 
pS labli s liecl , The fidel of r(':<- ,>;u f, h ha;;; been ('xlcnded fUlilicr to r<:,,'o nstrl.ld 
Ihe e ntirv pupula tion of Mali a in thf' s ixtel'nlh C("lItUl)', III fac·l. bt·:;ides Birgu, 
tlw work has nO\\ ex pHnded to Zehhug und Cozo, These Iwo 10(,<:ll iti es ha\~ 
now hce n I"f·eotlstrlld .~d, The s tud y is nuw focus ing 011 tilt· poplilation of 
Zurri eq , Thanks 10 Ihis \e ry laburious process. eal: h and I'very indi vid ual. 
who wa" born in Multa. is put \\i lhin a hi" lori('u l conl eXII))' having hi s o r III 'r 
fa lllil y tn.lt'Pel. ~t;Jrling willi tIll' dal e of hili!. , rnurl'iagt· und dpi.llh ('OIT('("Ll y 

{'slubl i s llt~d . 

It was lH'ver the inl l'nl iOIl to highliglll purl ic uiur fi ndings of thi " f(·sci.II,.! h, 
Nor was illll y inktltion 10 go public Oil ('('rtain 'di sl:overit' i" ('olU'erning th e 
pri vate I iff' of illlli viduai s. 110\\,e\,(, l". ill Ih e s tudy of hi stori cal df'llIograph y. 
sOlli e discovprics urc hOlllll.1 to Iw of' SOIlI(> ('OIlSNluell l'f' fur tlwy represent 
11101'(' than a llIt're s(K' iu I d i8cov('ry. Indeed , Ilwy do arou se H degrc!' of i IItc rf'sl 
a nd polemi(,s. 

Thank :; 10 Dr Bonello's re8eurt'h. lhl' privatI' li ves of some Kni ghts of Ma lhi 
arf' now und('r the spotlight. Thei r i.H;hi!' \f!me nt s and hUlliali wl'aklll'sses 
remain a source of l' urios il y, In tilt' ('usp of the Crand Maii le r's grand~oll. il 
wus only Ih a llks to til(' personul inle rt .. ~ t shown, L)' journalist Ariadnf' Massa. 
IXI('k in 1998. und 10 tilt' Illan y ni ght faxes that c ircu/uted 1.11 Uni \'t'rsi ly on 
till' uc'cidpntal dif('ov(')'y that Crand Master de Va lene\; had a SOil. whi('h 
cndf'd up Iw('01l1ing a news ilem in u local paper. Olhem ise, the story "ould 
hu vc rf'll1 uined buri ed likt· thai of mosl otl1(' I' children who we re horn out of 
W(·( /loc k. a lld whose ind iv id ua l Siories urf' of no pUl'lindur illl ('res\ 10 tilt' 
W'ne ral pu bl i{' . The i r tlallies <I re j usl a nl.lllJlwr mn idst lill ndreds of I/!ousanfis 
of ollwr indi vi dllal s Oil Ihi s database relating 10 Malta's past population. 

T Ilt' li lc l'u l'Y T I'Ulli tio ll o r de Vulc llc's ofTs lwing 

As Dr, 130ne ll () has poi IIle ri ou t lales of i Il egi I i iliac), gi v{' rise to sCII :->ill ional is m 
part i<.:u /arl y in t ll{~ ("a~;p of the Orde r due to til e fae! that tlw Kni ghts 
Hosp itallc rs we re Iltlund hy a vow of' c has til y, Thi s vow was hlkt'll togdhe r 
wilh those of obediem'l' and poverty. In realil )" sLic h \'ows were ta ke n by all 
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Illelllber~ of n ' li g iolis ordl' rs (and slil l are) U~ purl of Ilwir Illi ss ion s lalelnellt. 
HowcYf'r, it IVUS onl y rlu rin~ Ill!' eigi ll een ih t'('ntury that. any Ilrc uch ofthc \'0\\ 

of c hus tit y hy a Knight of Malia, hegan to hf' s('I'iolis ly dwllf'ng:f'd by puhlic 
op illio n artf'r ('olllilll-:\ under Sirol l!; nitici slll in lilf" 'a ry works of I I If' Ag!' of 
Enlig htenment. Voltaire-' referred 10 th e I-Ios pitallefs ' ~;(' x ualli("etl l iotl >i I H ' SS in 
hi s nmd 'C und ide·. Unlike what om' mighllhink tod ay,lit 'enl ious Iw lllJ viour 
\\us far )l IOf!' lo lemted in tllf' s ixteenth century than in lakr p('riods :~ Tlw 
r('ason why Ihe Kni ght s wc n.' pU I under s('I'ulin y was I){'CilLHW Ilwy we re 
abo a religiolls o rder: then·fon·. 111t:ir sex ual li{'tAlllioll s nf'ss was cons ide red 
Illumll y 1.1 more sl'rioLis i nfri ngf'Illf'llt t ha II W Iwn conlin i 1 ted by lai l y 0 1' S('('\I In r 
el(· rgy alike. The Kni ght s of MalhI )'(~a (' 1t'd hy s lowl y di s tanc ing Il le mst'lv es 
from I he f(' I igious Ill; lieu \\'h i Ie t1] king on il llIore III U nd aJH:: 1.IIld Sf'(' U lar image. 

Y('1. the s tory of df' Vl.Ile Lt e's li(''''nlious hehaviour was recoLili ted in lilt:':rar) 
(·irf'l e :-;. The 1110:;1 famou ~ refere nc(:' is 10 he fouml in Vrederick Schi ll er's 
unrini s lwri play on IIII" C real Sit·gt, or Mu lla en l il led Oie iI1aiteser, whif' h 
deals with Grand Mas h-r dt, Va lette's lo\'{' aflai rs anti off~pring. It is importl.llit 
10 rememl)('r that Schill e r wu~ a trained hi sLorian and prores~or of history.I' 
Iii :. originul plul) \\CIS 10 wr; tl ' ahoutthe mos t ill'lporhlJl t \\o rl d sil'W's . 1\'la lla '1O 
(;n'at Siege was 10 he one of 111t'11I. I-Iowf'ver, Sci I ilkr ahandoned t Ill" project 
and turned 10 wriling litcra ry \\oll s . I-If' dcc itkd 10 write a play ahout 
the Crea l S iege. In thi :; play_ Schill er allributes to th e Grand Mas te r Ih (' 
I"Xi 5le nh ! of un ill cgi l ilnate :"011, who nwf'l s a hero's f' nd by d ying ill {'olllba l 
in the despf'ratt' defence or Fort Sain i Ange lo. ;\( '('ording 10 Alhert Friggieri. 
11)(' main 50111'('1" fol' Die Mafleser was Abbe' dc Verlot 's ac('ounl of the his Lory 
of' the Kni ghl s _' Friggieri notes thai " in his personal ('op ), of Verto,'s book. 
S(' hill l' r had murb'd till' s ,'clion in whi('h La Valelle's r(,action 10 tht~ 11I"WS 

of thp cif'<l lh of hi s nephI>\\' amllhe lattN's fripmi (Po laslrnn) i ~ repo rt ed',.n 

' l'Iu~ pu hi i('ill j(1I1 of I he eyewi tIlt ';;s accou nl of t Iw Si ege of Malt a I,y F 1'1.1 n('('s{'o 
Balhi tla Correggio g ivps nctlcnc{> 10 Schi Iler's work ilmlllCrhaps explains Ihe 
origi ns of Ih is s lo ry. Bcd bi publ is hf'd his at.:coun l of lhf' Creat S ipgp ill Spain_ 
in 1567. A second !'pvised ami extemlNledition was publi.shed in I 568.'} In 
hi s p)'p-witn t.>ss aecounl , Balbi refer:; 10 IIIP d.>alh in condJl.lt of lI enri and 

1 I),,"i.'[" l.o ll il,nnti . S/oritl tiel 1/"/';"" lII ill. 0 /11 I/l'diI'Vl.<J (/ uggi. \luli .. <I. t rIOR Gi~)"u""i BUill.'\). 

limori f'roibiti, I ('ollnlbilli 1m Chies/I t' i/l(llIi~i=i,,"I'. La lerw. 20C»L ll ntwrto lJiuoo·,'hi, Cic;'!llf!i. l1om
It' 1IrII'IIIC " id"111 illl' Im:;"",d,' i" {If.! ill. Lah·I'l'.II. 20011 
• Ton i C"rj i~ I·d .. 'I11l' ,11,,11/'.11' Crus.!. 1I1l('kgrmlllt/lu 11/1 O,X'r(I (m /1". " pICr) ({ijrlll'//,"$ Die IItllt,·wr. 
\laha Lni ,,·!'!!'i ., Pu l.l is lU'r~. lJ ni, , ·!'>'i.yof~ I :,h :,. II)'.X). 
7 ,\lI M.rt Fri~i, ·ri. -:X· loille r's I)i. · Mall ...... ·,-. Tlu! M,,/,(· ... · em ..... Um:kgmwullo (/If O,H!r(I (Ill 11u: IIl),Slen 

.{:idll·lIe,s m e MII II ,·St·,. elL T ..... i ["rti$, Malin Lni,',·",il~· l'uhtislwl'S. Uni w'!'>'i ' }, uf \lahH. 11)9.-,. p. H9. 
~ lhitl. p, 91. 
~ I .. t% l_ Henry /\ . tlull ,;. wh"daim~ to t HI \\·I It· ~ ·" a (Ii~ t a nt r1" ~t ·,· ",II · 1I 1 of F'mlH·cSt,.'o. I'lI hl;~ h('d a 
I;"'ml tr,,,,,;tul ion of I hi ~ !lo 'O'O\l n l i" ~~ I, ~ t i.~J.. 
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Cimtllilli 1'l.I ri"ol .1, · 11.1 \ tllt·llf'. \\ hill\Orth Porterl'iailllt ,1I ,.I l..in ... hiplH'II\,'t·1l 
CimUlIIli Pari"ol II, ' 1.1 \ 1.111'11(' and Ill(' Grand \I ' l ... l(>rY' Olh,·I ..... "Pt"('uL.lit'fl 
Ihatill ' IHh nol sim pl ~ a 1lt'l'ltt'\1 hut his ill" f!: itilllall ' SUIL Bulth" ( '01111'1)\ "I'l'l) 

'l lupp, ·d lilt'rI' . 5<'hill(·' ... Ilolt· .. fur thi.., p l a~ t'ontinuC't! 10 hc ' n'ml il' krill'" ur a 
I ilPral') \\ (}I'k a nd II i ... unfini;..lwd 1\ or!" II as nC'1 en·oll ... id ... rl·d tI h i:-10I'i(,81 l ·at H III. 

Dr. BOl1t'1lu It a .... pl'o\l'll Ilml s..·hill (> r·s \\riljn~ hud hi"ll)l'it'al fOllndal iun:
nnd Il1iJl (If' \<lIt'tt, ..... (·onh-mporari' · ... \H' rI" in IIII' I..no\l . In rt'Hlil~ Iht':-t' \Icrt' 

unl ,, · tlllh·~ IeI') TlIll1' h in Ih,· jluhli(' tlo lllaill \lilh I\h i('h 1111.111, I'ould p <:l-. ll ) 

irlt·nlif). 

'1'111' 1 .... lIt· or .I, . \ .. 1"1\1":0' ufr"l'l'ing I'nl llr-f<:w,·S. inllH' lI illl'\ " I'lll11 I·"lllul'). ill a 
fllIl.lit ·.llion ill Fmn t·f·. It i" lI l1mt·j Oil t ilt' pri Hlk IiI',· ofu parlit 'ular J..ni,!!lrt. 
I hi' f (lIll0U'" H'IIIlt"ga .. , II "0 hill I ~ I nmg a~Jli ral lon:- I,r I )"l'OIlI j IIg ( ; ra, III ~ 1 u ... 1 ('1'. 

'I'hl 'lIlll t'l ltn ll okt 'e ! a ~ tl'c)Il).1 rnlt· ti'III 1'1'0111 1111' F /'I· IH ·I , u r i "' I (It· rae·~ al IllI' li'lli' 
tlwllht ' hOUl~I'()i .. mili, 'u of Owl'l,· ... '( and Loui ... Philippe· l\t'rt' 1101 alllll .. ,·!! 
\\ illl "111·11 <:1111)\1'1. Till ' rt ""IOl'Hli01I (llll, · A" t·i t·n Hq,d IlH ' i" Jo:UI'{IJ)t' uftt ·1' 
IHI I "roll~ht Jluillit ' rnoralit~ il110 ,)"lili cH I t'qua tilill onl '( ' u,!!aill . Di .. C'II ..... ill J.!: 
illit ' il ",· ,uallllal1, 'r" Iw~al1lC1 1)(, rrtm ned upon. mId IlilUld 1'I:"o.l('h an api" in 
1':111-:1.11111 during 1111 ' \ if'loriml A~," 

Tilt' 1Illllruror llr i~ 111 1\ ,,1. ~ 1 . I),· Lu ~lad f'Jt.i l l'· i ~ l.l r"lIlal,· Ilril('r. ::-'he \\u .. 111(' 
<;OU II!t·,;.;; ti, ' la Fa~f'III' 1.11111 llrol{' lIlh('r lilt-raJ') l\Or~ ,.. illl ' lullill~ / .11 Pr;"n',\s(' 
rI(' (.'Jf'I(' \ mid ),ulicwr rill /(oi. SIll' dai l1wd lilat 1wr nOH" IHI:- ha ... t'd OIl 11'11,' 

dOf'lLIl1I'lIlul ioll 10 Ill' fOil II.! in tI jll'i vil lf' (·oIlN·lion. TIlt' \\IIl'k l't'\I,I\e:i !'oLind 
lilt, , It ·,·d .. uf 11 1( ' Il o .. pilaH,·!' h.ni,.dll .. prior and during Ih, ' Crt'ul Si(·gt,. Thp 
rOllulIlli(' 111\1' affair... or illlporlaril knighb. ~Udl a ... R()ll1i·~a .... I\t'rt' 011 '1'11, 

t 1",..I·ri 1" '11 . II, · had a 1m t'r, ill I he Ji,·I'OI1 or II .. , S, )a ll i .. 1r t'Utl 11f'SJII. ~ 1 tlria . \Ol' 
\\ <1 .. (; ru III I \I u .. kr I I,· \ alt'llt · .. pi.lft·d . II i ... 101 f' Olrrai ...... \\ I·!'t· ( ' 0\ t·rt I ~ nOlITait'll. 
II 0II"\I·r. I),' \all'll,· .... ~i\t ' lI II I11ttr! ' \alianl profiltA IJUI Illl' aut lll)r 0.1111111, ,1'1 

10 Ih,' rU( '1 Ilml lilt' Crallcl )\1 ... :-.II·r hud a III i..,1n· ..... . On lilt , P\(' vI' Ihe Cn 'ul 
~i t'~, · . lilt' (;1';111(1 \I " .. kr \\11 .. un a 1IIII IIi ng-"xpt'di l ioli in Bu ... ('Ilt'lIu Ganlt'II;": 
' )(' (11/ "f' /..11 1,,/('1t(,. ,..1111';(1 }:U/Olllflli'lIl sa jt'"ne h(;u's,s(' II /'f 'lIir Im'IIf/r(' IIII/'l 

/lILt ploL{;n ,F,U/f' dw.\ ~(· 1111/0/1(,(111. /:;I{(, (I('{'('plrl, ('mfJn'.\~(1('. (' f S(IIIIf1111 \/Ir 

JI' jolt !,"h/ mi qui Illi limit f ie dl',.lillt!. die d01l1lf1 t'//I' -mh"e ft • . {igrwl ri,l 
dfpflrl ... .. .. ., 

Tht' IIllIIr I .... hind Ihi .. IlmTaliH' i,.. 1101 tire :-t:OJlt· ur Ih i ... paper. \\ hal i .. IIr 
in"'n'''1 i ~ IIII' n',It 'littll liral Ih,· aU lhor re(·eilt·" from ('('!'Iaill £juur1(·' .... 
or ... uf · id~ . II m\(~\'· r. Ilw ... 111'1·1' ..... or Ihe hook 1\llLlld Illrtkt· La \l alit,lt ' lIw 

I ' \\ 11I1\""1 h I'vrh'r. 71,,· A,ul!lcfl 01 1/"11 ,, "rl l", Orrin ,1."" jolm '1 j ,·ru .. ,,/ ... u. \ ,,1. n. "'1 101I 1~ " IM.lt, 
I" Ht ( ~,. 1 ~lIIdl)n. I ~lR, 1'1' I T;" · 1;\11 
" \I II" 1.1' \ /:11)"1,1111" . (. rtl/"h,-I'l w" ,.,· til.' 1f,,1I1l.15M;. 2'" E,II'I,,". P:lrl ~. \m)"",,,· IIl1p,ml . \tI" 
\ " "'m' , ,,, 7 . 1' 1 "1 ~. )H:I!l. I 'I ..J 11-.-" 
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republi s h Iwr lIuvC'1 in Pa ri,.. in 18:1S. and d cdiC'ale it to Iwr female rpaders. 
Dr. 1300lPllo's ref'pnt di scoveries are provi ng La Made leine ('olTC'cL Wh e ther 
L"I Mafll, lin e was .. d e lTi ng tu 11](· sa llie docume nt s d iseoVf'rcd hy Dr. UorH' llo 
in Frwl( . .T. o r sill' had olher sou rces fI·'mains a s ubj ec i for further his torical 
rest'<JI"(.' h. 

1II.·~iliuHlI. ' e MM,'ell ill Bi" gu 

The work s of Sf· hill e r <Jlld La Made li ellf' were not far from the s ixteenth 
cen tu ry !"I 'ulil y tl lal exi s l(-·d in Ma lta unde r til(-' Knig ht s, P re-s i('gf' Birgu 
soc it'l y IHIS a rni xturt' of d ifrt'rf'nl e th nic groups : Greeks. Fre nc h, l tali<l lls . 
S pa ni sh, Buss iuns. Ba~lIsans and Mu slims who l11i xf'd with th e lo('al 
cOllunllllit y. The ph ys it'1.I 1 SJliJ('f' or the 1l](·dievaltowll of l3 irgu eX le nd erlto 
an'as. whic·h now fo rm part of I ~urm l a and it s comllluni ty IVa!; spread over a 
te rrit ory. II hic h ('oilipri s('s toduy's ar(>(1 of Birgu. l30rmia a nd Seng i ea. This 
awa conslituted tll( ' on ly 1 nl(' urba n c li vi ronmcnt on tile Is lund, The a rr iva l of 
Ih e I lu:; pital ler.; had c h<l nged life in Birg u. The IlUmher of elitt·, ('i t) dwell,,'I'(; 
s udde nl y increased. Foreign doctors a nd o thf'r profess ion a ls found s he lt e r 
be h ind the fo rt ified {'it y and ils ~ uhurbs. The life eyr ie of marri ages, hirth s 
and deat h i Jlcre ased . ' I 'he el i tf' II e re d i red I y in vo l wei ei t her hy bei IIg pu rf'llt s 
and ba pti si ng tlwir (· hildn·n or they I\cre illvitl 'd 10 act as gudpa re nt s. In 
tll is cos mo polit a n atmosp llc m. tlw I los p itallers (lid not have a pruble m to 
allribult, the ex is tence of all illegi tima te c h ild alld ha ve the ir pa renthoof l 
"Ieg il ilili sed' through ba pti s m b y u( 'ling a s gOllparen ls . Thi s al so ho lds wu ter 
ill (;a.!w of ba pti s ms featuring eh i Id ren !Jonif' to s ill ~le mothers. In t hose days . 
tl1<' local paris h pri "'st had no d iffic u lty in all r ibuting a fathe r to habi t'''; horn 
out of w('dlock . in pa rtic:ular if he was 1.1 memhe r of the e lite . 

Whal we ('all ill pgililwu 'Y provokf'd a 1('ss(' 1" scanda l tha n inf, ·rlilit y. A 
I\'o man's accompli shment was measured by hoI\' fCI1ile she was 10 the t"xtf' nt 
Iha t a widow, in he r tWl'lllies wi lh c hildn ·n, had a Ilf'tle r probahil ity of re
lIlurrying thull a rnaid(' n in tha i !'ame age group. 12 T he sa me can be SH iel for 
IIlen. Celihates, iJlc ludin g prif's ls , had no difficult y ill ]mptis ing tht'ir infant s 
ho rn to thei r urunarried ~w r\'an l s o r g irlfril"nd s: Ihe tuwn of Birgu was no 
ex('e pl ion . Il cunfirmcd the rule . 

There is U s imilar s itU<ltion in tlw New Teslumc nl. TIU' mosl imporlant th ing 
for 51. Eli s lIlJ{'th wa~ to ha ve a (·h il d . ~o lhat no Ollf' ['ould accuse Iwr thill 
"EI is<lbe ll l was ba rn 'n" , 1:1 I JI tite s ixteent h cen t u ry, I he pu rpose of Ill e Bapt is m 

'2 Sim,," \\f·r .... if'(·H. (;o/lllll,",i/) lift· ill II", CClllml ll {'·di/erflllletlll, A S",du·/Jc",u/!"'I'itic S111(1) ,{II,e 
Ifu/lc.lf' lIurOO!1f 7,/11'1M" ill £(,,1) Mlldem Times /Jurml,,: J :>117 - 18 t:1, Untlll hI ihlr.·d 1)udum t Di ... ~·rt a
lioll. l ll il""'i l ~ uf I'ari~ 1\ -!';"rtl(HlIu', 200l. 
" Luke. 1.7. 
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A(' ls was 10 1'(>. '01"11 hapli sms wi lh no Il t'f'd 10 explain a ny sot.: ial s landing of 
Illf' parenlS. Sue h need \\Qu ld arisf' onl y in Ih e roll owing cenluries whell Ihe 
If'g il imale :-; talus or Ihe illfilil l be~all 10 he ('Iearly IlrOlloun(,i"'d. 

Theil. [hf' h igh nu nd )pr of s ir,g le mulht"' l"S 1Ilf' lltiollf'd in the Bapti sm A(·ls or 
Birgu mak('s jl a Il li s nOllwr 10 d efi llt:' thf'1ll a ll as prosl ilui ('s. Bf'l wt! t"'n J :')5;:) 
ilnd J65;:). lhf'l"e werf' Itlorc litan 391~ iJJegilimal(' hirlhs. " III SOIlU' cmws, 
li lt> nanJl> of t Ilt' sallw rnnllwl" f( '('UI"S rnorp than o rll'e, wl ll (' h makf's it hi ghl) 
pmbablf', I hal Ill(' sa llie mol her W<li' ha vi Ji g !lion" I ha n ow' bahy ou[ of wf'd to('k. 
For [Ir is rpa .'WIl , eV('I1 rill' past label of cou rt( 'san Ilef'ti s a qua li fif'l.1 [ioll. The 
prest!I]('e ,,r ('oul"l(·suns roaming [Il(" s[n"e li' of n irg u all rat.: [ {'tlllrt~ alll' llli on (lr 
11](' traveller Nico las de Nicolay. who III he described with Ilw greales t easl' ,I:; 
' et. rather Ih a n '·wing defi lwd as wonwn of 100:5(' morills. who wert" read y 10 

offer Ilwir hod ies 10 a nyone who ('1.1111(' a long, musl of lllf'i' t! imli vid ual s had OJ 

s lable rcla[io ll fl hip, eil lJ{' r with n knighl or ,ill importanl ('ol"1"ai ... Tht' filillou s 
Spani s h corsair. Alonso dC' Contntrf·as. was olle who fn'qul 'n lf'd (' Our!e:-;/Jll:

i ll Ma lia . At Ilw sa llle [il11e, Ir e had a stabl{, relationship wi lh iI parti c' lIhir 
Oil{' who li ved ul t1w Pari sh of Po rto Salvo ill Maltu l(, and eXI)l'('lt'd lolal 
fidelit y froll] hi s Wi· IlCh. t" \'(-' I) if, they we're nol l11 :,u'rlf"d. 17 Tlli " s hould /)(' 
mort' equu[f"d 10 a sort of ('o ni'orl or parlnf"r rat he-I" Ihan will I Ihe ("oncepl of 
u pros t itul e. 

Even i ftl](~ Ba pii s ill A('ls fuillo Spt'IIIIii s 011 1, sorneof lhe.'w babies were horn 
oul oran il legitima te re la[iotls hip with a kni p:ht. Tht' Hospita ll er Antonio Basio 
is a easc' in poi 111. In H(' hf"canl(' wo rld famou s fo r the rli scovf'ri Il g eiltacombs in 
Bome . Il f" was a n illq; ililllate son of a Kni ghl of Malt a m1(1 u Ilirg ll \\"omun.l <J 
TIlt' pa ri.-;h prit>st of Hirgl.l , 1\1all('o Fuv(1, had no problem to <I(, knowledgf' the 
exii' lenn of ill ;('i I arf 1.1 i 1'5 of lIlt ' K n ighl s2l) or of endors i ng Ihl'; r pa le rn il y, Fra 
Filippo d'Alllif'o Iw d no d iffleul[y in publicl y acknowl ed g in g that Ceronill io. 
born in 1563, was hi s SOJl.21 Dr. Bo nello's findings fa ll wi thin Il li s pal"mliglll. 

,. \3n" ~~" BUI'I(. Bi~u; II /JI'lIIo/!fUl'loir· O'"'err"~'I' IS.'iH-16.->8. I nllllbli~l,ed B. ,\ . , lOllS. I 'j ~I ("'J Di,.""J'
la' ;o)lI. Un;\ " ,,,il~ of \I alla. Ma) I'm. AI'I~'n,liJ( :1. PI" U7 - JOO. 
"N;,'v\us dt' \i("ult,). I A' Nmi(lj{(J/I<:mi!'l lillggi ,willi ·/l"rlil'/i . l\nH"n;a 1;176,1 ). :l.'i. 
1<, T/,.. tift, of ,1101'"'' ,/" Contreras. Ani!!III 'if" /11/' 11 il itor) U" It'T' if" ."1/. }vJ,". ,\ IIti,.,· "f M ",ITul. lui.lell 
/)1 /lil/w'lf ( IS.'f:! I" I (~'f3). TnlJ1 ~llI t(·d r rUJ" II,t· S, ,an i~h I,) CI' I Ion;,,.. 1\1 i1!tlU 1'10 ilil's, Jnnal hall CUI ~ . 

Lld. I .. ""don. 192:6. p .. 12. 
17 ( ;;omn,,; 13",,..11,,. ··rra ,\IUII.'" .1, ' C()"lrera~. COl"8lllr (m.1 ""ighl of \\all n··. in /li.ilurics ,if" \1olln. 
1"))/IIreJ ",,,1 I d'~·"llJrc.\. \ 01. 6. Fonda7.l.joni Palrimnnju l\1alli . 2005. 1). /12 
,~ \ . I'afl ~". " Ibio Anl(lniu", Dciulwria Hiogmjim 1i .. !;li Iwli,," i. \ ut r J. 1" l ilu l" J,·l1H Em:i..tvl",dia 
l1uli"'1I1. H"IIHI. 1'171.1'.2.')7. 
'" Ihi.1. ··Figl iu ill" gillin,,, tli (; ;u\;.JUni 0110' 10'. rif'''' ilo ... · e I'"i ,i' ·"'·HIIt·,·jli,''''· d,·rrO,..lilw j:;el" .. nlim;
la"<I. I1W''I'''' all,. \;llorio..:llw [ n~l" di 1\11111<1 11 .. 1 1.l7S. 
lit' B"q;. Birgu; A /)cnJogro/,hll' O,..,,,·il'u' I ;)r>S· 1658. 1tJ9'). I' . 21. '1'1 ... Coz;Ian C" I,·rl tH. HnJwll" ""S 
d,·~,·rll,,'d i)l 11ll' eh ",."h "''(·nlt! . H~ ··moghe ({', ilia '" il caw!! inu , .. 
21 11Ji{1. p. :l5. 
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III tilt, ("u~ ,' nr Bar1h(·lt' IlI). rh. , 11.1Ull' or Illi' llIotlwr I ... kno\1 II, I I 111.1" Cul. 'rilla 
(;rp(', \ .. d",dltl) f'oll. ,luded It) Dr, BUllI'lIu.lhe \1 ()I lwn IIU'" "illli'r a l'OUI'!t'~all 

of Cn'l,k " rigi ns ()" t " )l li d ha \ I" I wen a B Iw. 1 i II' Cn'l 'k, \V ll al i:-o lIIort' i 1111)( II'I u nl. 
in MalIa, hiwill/! dlildr(,11 Ollt or IINllo('k \1<1.:- 110 hig dpal. Imln'd. aillu' limf'. 

1I1i.111~ (,tlll"it!I' I'I· t! il nOl'mal. Pn:- ... ihl~, Ilw puhli(' \\al'i plvpan'd In a('l't'pl and 
"If1leralt"" ~Ut'll :-ilu;:llion .. rar Illo n ' thall 'IlIr(,0I11"ll IIHJra r) :.tlt ' i,'l y, 'l'I ll,l .il1l, 
or tI .. Veddle'" grawl.,oll wa:- n't'onl" d It) the pari ... 1t rrit,sl. ami indi"Hles 
thai t'\'t'r~un(' in Hir~lI k lWII "holl! Ihi ... (,hild, Si\'((', ' nth-t 'f'"lu0 Biq:;u Ila:

a ,..mall ( '()IllIllLlnil~, II here t ' \i ' I)bu(l) (lil-t" 10£1.1) ) knell (·\t' r~hod~' ,·1 ... " <lnd 
~u('h rad:- orlirt· l IN,,' lei') diffit'ull 10 lx' hidd"ll awa ) rl'OlU 1)[,lhlie sl'I'tll i n), 

De \alf'Iit" ~ ~ranrl .. utl 11:\:' hMII on I " O, ·lol)t'l'. 1559, On Ihal dn~. lilt' Bil'~u 

pari" h pri( ':-1 adm i IIi ... , miNI I h, ' ri It' orimpI i ... m to I II 0 nl h,' r hahi. '..,: bot h r, ·IIUlltA

• 

Firsl l() hi ' hap' i~ ( · tl \It' l'e lIlt' li ll ll' gi rk TIlf' Grallt! \l ask l:~ ~ra ntls(111 1' ,11 11(

Iusl all(\ IHI" nailli'd \1 <:IIIt'o. \ \'\ 'ordill~ 10 prildil" " clurillp; Ihi!' pf'rio,l. ill ('a:<(' 
or a Il'~itimalp hir1h. onl~ III( ' nanw or tire rntill'r \\<I!'! p;ilf' l1. TIlt' ll<Jmf' or III{' 
1110111(" I\a:-o wilhllt··lcI .!2 Tire rati1l'r's IUUIlI ' \\11:-0 (;io Balli ~ l a, In Ihis ('U:-,' tlu' 
Iwm,' or i\'la tl N)'s ral llt' l' IHIS ~il ' ·u . This l llt'an" Iltal Ilu ' hall) \11I~ hurtl rro li ll 
U \I ·gi l imult ' !'t·lalion .. lrip. Bill ill Ihi ... I'tl ":i'. the J1nri~h IlI'i, · ... ' lidded l.1I1t)!ill·r 
in!f'l'e"'lil1 J!: de tail. l it' rt'('onl. ·d the lIatlll' of \,11.111, '0':- pall ,ntlll p;nrlldr:tll,, ·r. 
Tlti.., IILl" 1101 ill li llt' I\ith IIH' II~LI<l1 pnl('li('p or rf'~ i ~ l nlt i ()n. l'll'n Ihough, a:. I 
:-:iral l lll' :.htl\\'il1~ . l1 lt' n ' Ill' rt ' mir.'r i tl ..: l a ll "I ' ~ . IdWIl 1'I, j(-'I'(,I]('('10 ~rundpat'I" llls 

\\a ... indudt ·d in lire Bapti~lll \ 1'1 " . Mallt'o·..: (' l llr~ rUl h <1:- fol!m\s: 

I:'ot/elm/ 
/Jflpli:;,,; Molleo jiJ!lio di I/I ( i.~.\(·)r Jotll/fI; {,olli-I/tl di fro ;1)(11/1 eli 1(//1'//0 

l!((""'/IIi.~fro c//II11Jp(flrf'.~ p/ri/fllu iose".~ l'llldes 2 iowTI di lH)rge.~. l.l 

Sallie dak 
I "lIn' O(ll!/i.w·d lIf1/fI 'O the MJ/I of Ihe I/ob/(· cio /JuftiSI(l of Fm (;;01'(/1/1/; di, 
I a/(' lIa . Ih(, (;raru/mmler. '/'''('/''$1 god}i.,IIU'r ,t'lIS Ci IlSl'J1IJe Cald,>s. f hl' .W>(·orlt! 

G;Ol'l/l/l/i di HOr{!l'" . 

In 15:W. Ki ng F ralwi ~ I of I-'nll1(' p i n,..t ruelt ,d alii he parish prit""ts or h is I'pi.dm 
III kt>ep a Bapli::'111 B q!;i~tf"r.21 Slwh an ordinan{'e \\ould defiuilt·l) infil,tt'IU '{' 
ami :'lpt;:t prf'('('denl ill Ihe La tin \~esl. In rae!. around 155S, all pa,islr . ·~ in 
\h rlla w.,I'!' kf'epin~ Ihese 1\('( .... Hi rgu was no ('\"('('plioll. I n I l lI' earl) days. 

1111· j.l'rH'·' .... ·.~ d",Jr!, " \ iO" nl In 11,,· \l'1 ~. lI ntl ,.,. I .h"III )O· " ",Lll nlll): in ,h i. ~h" ll . 11 .. · II.UlW <If 
II '" IHOI h..r ... "" rom'!' ):1\ "n du rill':; I lu~ !,.'n,)O L (. " 1lI~ t I ... nanw !Iud "um,U Il.' " f I h .. , f;lI il('r In' 1'('11 10" I 
1.· .. lllltIIIO·\ . 

t 'urish Ilq.:;" I'·I'~. lIirj!u. l.il )O ·r l. /1"1#';;"'''''1'''' l/uI""''''lo",,,, I/""",,I'w/I(I'I(' ,,I, ","'Il l :i58 11,"1"" 
"'/ mlnll'" /I,:!/). (~'1. I ICI .. "".",. f. -;' 
" JII'(I U!,,~ l)ul':1' lui ,·r. fk"",,,· (/ .. /(, 1''1I",lfI/wn f -''''lt'''''I', 2 /), I .. , I(~nfll-»"''''' d li89. l"lf. I'»IH. 
I', I l. 
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Ihe Birgu parish priesl was far more in len'sled in ri"('ording Ih,· lifp-birt hs 
among Ili s f-loc k. without making a ll Y sot·iul di s lilw tioll, TIl(' Pa ris h Hegist/·rs 
of Births indicatf' a s troll g under n··gistration! On certai n days . the numher 
uf hapti slll s is ft'latin' ly high. varyi ng from 3, 4. or 5 pCI' day. 1'lwl1, there 
tin' Illonths during whic h onl y two or thr('(' babies a re bi.lpti .o;wd. II seems 
tha i in til(> early s'~veIlLt'f'nth century, Ihe n('ed was felt . in Birgu. to make a 
('opy these AdS. This is dearl y deduf'ed from the different calligraphy and 
in facL in the Hegist{,L no di stinc ti on was made lJ{'twf'f' 1l th e prf'-Tridenline 
<lnd pos t-Trirlt' lltinf' Ads. Furthe r anal }sis s huws thatllw ('opyis t tri ed to Ilf' 
us ,l('f'urale as poss i],I •. ,. Despit e Illt~ fact that these cupit's \\ere made' after 
till' Council nfTrent , the copyist preserved a lld remai llt'd I ~l itltflll to the pre
Trident illt" /'orl11 <1t of the earl y Ads. For example, in the pre-Tridplltine A('t s, 
(those wri tten I)p ror£' I 56:l) onl y th e Imille of the father is g iVl 'n, excluding 
tha t of the mol her, Thi s too was Lh e case of til(' Birgu Baptis m Actl'; . The 
mother's IWIl W was OI ll y giwil in th e (,<lSf' of an illf'g il irnalt ' hirth. Ilt'n' the 
fat he r's nan l{' was exdl.ld('d. It was in th e Trid f'n l ine s pir it Ih al. Ihe nU Illf' of 
both pa re llts begall tn Iw includ('d in the A('ts, Tllf' st'('ond prouf of correct 
copying is in lis ting tlt e IHl meS of Lhe godpa n 'n tl'!. The Cou nc il of Trl"nt 
d iscouraged regis lf'ring 1I10n' than Oni' male or 1I10l'P than 0 11(' femal t:' tiS 

god pa rf' nL. III th e ('i.lse of bahy Mall co. ht: had two male godpl.lrenls. 

The Hislol'icaJ Menning of " tli" 01' '''dc~' 

In reading this do('ull'lf'nta li on, ,111 imll1('di 'l le quest ioll m·i sf' s <.1 :0; to whe ther 
Matl('Q'S fallwr, Gin Batt is ta was de V"lpll e's sun or the son of one of Ihe 
Gl'I.lIId Mas te r's Sf' I'I'ant s or s hi ves. The Li se "di" nwallin g "of' after Giu Ba tta 
and befure til(' namf' of Giovanni di Va lcHa CHII b(, proble lllHli{' <l nd has been 
a source of I'ontrov('rsy in the past. 

The dUI' UIlIPnt dut's not s pt'(' ify Gio Battista as th t' son uf Fm j oafl di 
lIalello, For Lhi s reasun. the usc of th e Italian pl.ll1iti ve urtiel e ga Vf" ri se Lo 
a legi tima te qtlt's tioll by Prof. Gudfrey Wettingt·r \\he re in Iw express(·d hi s 
doubts that it stmlds fo r 'son of"', He s ugg(':;; It~d it could l'! tand fur 011(' of de 
Vu lpl1e\ :o: laves. Tu prove Ihis poinl, Wellingn lI sed ('xa mples fm m the ADM 
l'tO'gis h'rs , including til", nanlP or OIl{' of d /~ Vu lf' II(" s s lav/!s who wm, nanlf'd 
Joa nn i ParisioUo.:!'-' Clea rl y, II(' was mUlled a fter tlie Grand Ma!'\(>r. At thi s 
slage, I do 1I0t wi s h to enter into lenglh y untologi('a l argulllent s ,tnd di sc u$s 
whe- Ilt er the I\OM rio('ulJl('n ta ti on s houl d be ('ontpured wi th the Church 
Bapt is m Ht'corcis. Thes,' are e ntin ·l} two differe nt regisler, 

The (,OIT("('[ s tud y and int e 'llrdl.ltiun of th(' ·tlr s houl d be sough I within th(' 
cu nle xt of the C hurch's regis traLion of infa nt s ill gl' ll('m l and tltt, Bapl ism 

2'o Gl.H.lfrt:y \VpuillK,·r, I~I 1 /lI<'II~ ~ Grlll"!.I"" (.~}, TIl<' ~" ,,,I a}' Tim('~ , M:,wl,. I. 19\)1\, 11. :l9. 
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R('('ords of Bir/!;u in pil rtielll .. r, 'I'll!' s lud ) of the Cllun,h l"t'g i!'I('f"i', al Birp:u 
r{'\('al.., the ,'\;Jcl J1wallil1~ of 1111' prl'po:,i l ion 'Ji' , I Ihink Ihul Iwrt, \Ie IW\I ' 
Ih e firsl It'\i,'a1 diff('wrlc{' Ilra l Inlll"p irt's \1 ilh regard 10 Iht, lise of Ihe Sa illt' 
preposi ti on 'or in diffel"Pllt VO IIlIlU'S , Tlu' records seel11 10 1)(' making H 

di stin("lion 1>("Illet"11 Ihe Lalin"de" und il:" Iiali an luriatiOIl 'di '. Tlw "di""la~ 
used in CIHl l'dl rt'('(lrds 10 dl'l1oh' :,IJ n of. '1'111"" word 'de ' in Iht' Siall' Be(:onl ,., 
wa:-- ('on"id/'I"!,d Ill()r(' appropriuh.' III it l/" II if') manumitted s la le,.,. 

Tlw rf·.fore. 1111' 11M' (If I he pr"l lo::.iI iOIl "eli" Ill" "de" impl if'S 0\1 lII"I'l'lrip . In e':II'I) 

mOd"1'I1 Ellrupt ' . :-.1;1\('''; \H'I"!' 11 01 l/r(, ""J lt , ('al t'gol) of illll i\'idual .. Ilho 1\t'I'!' 

O\\lwd I,) ol l"'r hurna n Iwinl-\". S \u ,t'S 11f'r{'I('gall~ O\llwd II~ tll("ir rn3!'1t·1". 
Ch illll'l· n 1\"1'" t'unsit l"r!',,1 1111 ' PU~!" ' ssi nll of I hei r l)1In· llh. T lr i1i l'x lllllin5 wiry 
Ih i:-- pn'po:-ilion is 1I ... "d inll'rrllitk lll l) fo r hOlh ~ Ia\t'''' and hallie .... 

Tht" 1":1\\ ~a\,· pan' III S lega l O\llu' rs llip 01"" Ihe ir . ·111Idn 'll. Bo) .. 11,'re 111I·ir 
falhl'r .... prol't'rl~ up hllht' i1f.!;t' of25, I\hilt, ft'rna1t'~ \\('1'(' 1t'~all~ :-lill par1 of 
Ihe farnil) hOIl~f'holt1llp 10 Iheir 22'"'IJirlhda). Fur1lrermon' . ('hildn~n lllHkr 
Ill(' (u'p:o;c ri\i( 'd agp ('mlld IInl l11.:1rry without tlwir falher'.., ('OIl!-t' lll. Sint't' 
the Churc"'" Hapli1i1ll Hp('ord .. \1('1"(' ('oll{'crned primaril) II ilir 11\1' bapli~nr 
of ha hit ,s, il [,,1101\ ,., Ihill diP CllIIl'f 'lr wa!' faced , firs t <l lld for(,lllo~ L 1I';lh 
habit ,s \1 ho 1\ j'],P I li t, legal po~ses:<itHl of Ilw;r fa llll"r. TIll" haplism of !'hl\ ('S 

con:<lilulf'd an (,\l'{'plion and wa.:- n('\t,>r 11](· norm, \'I o r(' irnpOr1anll), 111I're 
WilS IIC) legal prOl i;;iUI1, which obl igt·tJ ()II/ WI'S 10 Lapl i:.e Iht' il' sltn C'. The orr ly 
difff'I"('!l('(" \\a:-. thai Ihe po:<:-('~sion of :, Imt':-l \\' ai' 1'101 ~o\(,rI1t>d h~ an~ a~(' 
1imil. Sf'{'omll), IIH'~ ,·oll!'lill.llf'd till ('\('l'plioll ralh('r Ihan a ru1(· in ~oc if'I ). 
Few l\t're I hn .... , ilH li, iduul s who ('uuld afford In keep :o; lal'(,"':, 

As [or the Kn;~1 11 J IU:-l(lilal [.'rs. I hey hmIH·.I (wl'l of an ill!.l ilul inn. \\ Ili. ·\r houlI.1 
IlwllI to Ilwir 1'I~li~ifH"" \aI\S of ("eli hu( ') Hntl plll'el'l) (Ihe \0]\1 \olllmt'~ offf'r 
::unplt· ,'xarnpk:- o f Ihi s) rpflf'f' I'" Ilri ,.; I'calil). In 111(' Knigh ls \\orld, palNllit ) 
\H .... nol ad illilled anti Ihe Ilord 'dt" prt't!onlinarrll ~ ;rrr!i('aled o\\IH'r:-.hip flf 
i-Ian· ... Habil'''' horn Iu H 11) OIl(' of I Iw H"I i~io .. II ('rt' <1"11:1)':- r·tl/l .. idt'l"t·d to hm t' 
IWf'rl fal lren ,d oliisidt' Ihe 1" I;a l frallH'work of IllHlrilllon y. CUII ... Cqlll· ll tly. lire) 
\\(:'r(' ill('gililllale ami ('Quid nol Iw 0\\111'<1 h) Ihe father. For Ihi !. r('a"on. lilt' 
nanu' of 1111' fallwr i ... al\\ar~ ('xd udc 'd fro m llit' w('ortls of Iht' Ba pl i.; rn A.·I. .... 
l .. dCf·d. till' prima ry ",1 11'1 wa.>; Ilral of n'g is lt 'rillg lilt , at'l ua l bapli~1I1 and 1I0t 
to j"(-'C'ord palt"rrlil). 

Thl "': If'gal l'orwl'pl is rf'flt'(' I('d \\"(· 11 in li lt" Birgu rf"gislt'r:; amI I1l1l1l('roU~ 
{'\.ample:,; ('oultllw IHt'lllione(1 II hel'l' lire Bapl ;:;m H e~i:o;ter'!> dearl~ .. 1,0\1 Ihal 
tl,(' '<Ii ' in frunl of.m illtlil idual 's nanw Ilwunl ~on of. ralher Ihan :-IiJ\(' o f. 
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\~llin,lIlt' mall~ ~lll"lwmp:, ,'aIT) inf; till' sufii , '<if.' rt,f!,'ct Ihi~ forlll of pan 'lllal 
n·lal;oll .. hip, Si't(·(, l llh·("t·· IIII1~ '\'l:.dla (,'Ilt"rii' lIn 'd "'tmng imllli J,:. rali{1II frolU 
Ell n 'pt· and lilt' G I"f'ek 1\' ,rid. ~11l11) uf I he Ell I"OI,eun III igra III:. ('U rri ~ ·, I ~Unllllm·." 

tllO diffin'!t 10 pronount'(' hy tire lo('al d.'/"~). TlIt' I't,fol't'. Ihe pn ,ft'rrpd forlll 
of i,lenlif) ing Ilwl"t" ;Iltlil iduul :-l W:b hy indi{'alilll-\ Iheir falhe r. Ihruil~h the 
LISt' of 1111' ~ lI ffi , 'di' ur -dt'·. This was lilt' ('as.' , for c\ iJmplf'. \\ilh Iht' Dp 
"bn 'o falll il~. l.u(';J Ha~ lI:-t'O \HI:- OIH' of Ilu' fin-I Ih, \Ian'o\ to ('omE' to \!alta 
froll1 Ha~t""<l 011 lilt' \ driutit'. prt':,{'nl-da) Dubrulnik. Ii i", ",UII \l an 'l) \\a. ... 

(~ i lll('r "1.111,,(/ H a~lIl>1'o or D(' I.lwa, Man.:o'l' ~on \l ullt'O Ila" u~a ill id"lIli/i('c! 
h~ Ihe .. uma nlt' of Htl~lI :,eo ur D., \I arn). \l alh'"'''' !I<':-t'l'ndaub ('oltli nllt'd 
10 Iw idt " 'lifinll l) II Il' :-I Il I W I II I ' of Dl' MHn '1J hUI IIII' '; 1I1'11arlH' I). , l ,w 'lI 111:-11 
"' lI nil'" I II ilh i 11 till- fa III i I), Ti lt' famllll :' e ighkt'1l1 II ('('n t III') dOl ' lor, G i u ... 'ppe 
Dt· ~ l aJ'( ' II, 111.1:-. ~i \' t' ll lilt' :-lUrmlllh' of Ik LUI ' II ill hi:. ~I arriage \ ('1. 21

> 

'1'111' Cn·, ' \.. ( ' UIl1I1HlIlil~ did no! II ..... :,tU'II<Ul1t''; . I hl\\I ' I f:> r. Ih,' u:-e or "\lnlam('~ 
in \\t '~iI' l'Il Ellrop(' rlll'." ,d !h., pari:...!. pri, 's is 10 ~il (' 1IIt'III 0 1H'. 'I'll,,) 1\1' 1'(' 

(' ilht' r idt ' litifl"" II ilh Ihl'lr dlmit ' il) ". g.. G .. ,,(·o 01' 1\ ill. Ilwir PUII"'llil" II'. in 
tl1t' ( ·i.I;-;'{· of Ihe :-Ul'nalllt' D('~do rgiu or D"llH'trio, MOl'eOler. 1111' ere!-].,, :-. , ill 
('1l11 1l11011 \1 it lt mall) ot lll' r fon'i ~ l le/"~, lIen ' a l:,;o id l'lltaied b~ Ilwir ('OUlllry or 
ol'i ~i ll, '1'1.11", a pt-'nlOIl ('mild 1)(' ilipnl ified, hf' l:- idl ':- 11:- Gn'('o. \\ ilh the i .. lmul 
of Zadlilllu~ 01' " l)eI (';11.1 1111 .. ·. or " I)i Cumlia", Tilt , lIl ul'l' iage. at B0 f111Ia. uf 
PUII('o:- li I h'giur~io 10 Cult'ri! la Bugloju orft'r~ ulItll l,, -r {>\ample ill Ill(> l .... " of 
·tlt" ror ('n -ati n,!!; IlPII ~ltrnat111 ' ''. ParH'osli IHI:; d, ' ... , 'rillf'tI of fort'iA"1l urigin: 
lilt' lI ' rlll 1I~! ··d IHh "(,:,It'ro", In ft'uli l) , De~i or~ i o PIIIJ('o~ti had 1)(,I'lllUarried 
lwfnn" . .. () mudl .. 0 lilal ill thl' iOanw \l arriagt· U, ,(><I. 111" is <I" "(' rilwd a ... 
II i( lo\\i'r tlf ~laria, \\ 11t ' 1I hi :. lir ... 1 1\ ift· (lit'1 1. 1><l I]('o:-. li \\a~ ~i\'en IIII' surnam(' 

of el'l'( 'o (Creel.) Ilhi l,· hi :. mune IHI:'; wrilh-n , \'0 1'1IlIiolli. Panioni. Iwing 
an oricntal , h<l(I11(I .,U rtllln l,' <L!ul til" priC'SI"; idt 'lll ilif'flltilll \I illt It i:-. I'! llll i. , 
1)I'i{-; in (C,','('O) or wi th hi s fUII ... r':,,! II Ull le, (;iorgio, In fad , llip \'lurl'itl J,.:t, \ ('j 
of Palll'u,;li to Calerillil a lsu n mltlill :-' tlw nalllt ' of lti :-. fatlll'r and IIIHllwr. TIlt' 
fal llt'r \1;1'" nalll"" Ci(Jr~ilJ_ tilt" lllOth,,/" Mu ria .:n 

Tlwn' fol'l ', III t'n ' t'an It.· no dOll!,1 tltat for ehun,It I',>( 'on/:-.. tlw u;-,,· Il 'd i' 
or ,til" (:arrjed II ... nWlJlIing of "till of. On lilt' utlll'r hand. fn~( ·tI :-ola\t~ .. al~u 
lI!'.,d "de" in fronl of tlwir ~l.Irtla mt~ , Bul 111('1'(' l\a~!1 f' llwial diff(,rt' lw('. I-'H'e 
ind i\ idLl til s ('i.IITif '" tilt' 'dl ,' ( ... ·dj · in rrnnt ofllll' ir f .. tlwl'·!' name. Frl'l,d :o. lav(·,,; 
oftt'll tI:-I,d the 'ell" in fronl of 1111' Sllnlam(' or Iheir fUnTwr IIIU51l~r, Tlul .... for 
in"tlllll'i-'. Siefano u baptihed :-I,I\i" of Ihe Mdina-h'l:-.t,'d fa mil) of \l alHlu('a 
Illurrif'd \t' lI rtf-ra Crech of Mqahha al Bir l\l ift uh Oil tilp 2H'h \U~IIS I. 1566.m 

'" :",Itl"tl 'kn'wu.,"·I1I' · l'o~~"~~ I'm of l'ir l , '~ (I ud f" nllS of ',ld "-",~ "' F.nrh \I ,,(I .. m \I .• !tn". I1""uwi· 
//1$, J "lmltll "1111" f 'lIrll!t1 oj 1rl'!. \ ,,1. II. 200:1. I" : .. 1, 
r. " .",,,,, 'kn .... (".;l,'·nl •• I', ... -•. _~."n of r.ll,'~ 81111 f()n l1~ (>f \.1<1 .. __ III EMil MOMll'm M •• lu". lfllllllwi· 
111.<. }(llImll/ "III .. , f '/1111/11 oj -\1'1<. \ ,,1. It. ;tOln. I>, ,.,:\. 
Jl't I' \ . ( ;, ,,11'" 1~/ .... r lt"I '" c,,,,j: 1/ ,,1f. {J, 'I, 1.'i.'i,'i· 1f> 7.'l. \',,1. I. r. 70;" 
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The Marriu gt, Ad ~pe(; irlcHlI y stak .. that S tefano Iwd bt"t'rl ll1anullIitt{,d by 
Ili s master Antonio Mandu t:a, Il owf'vc l'. when it t:1I111(' to baptizing S t('hll1o":-; 
(,hildren" the fornwr mas te r',. IHllne II U longer appears in Ill(' Birth Bt'g istf"r 
of his da ug lll(,1' Aga ta on the 141h Mal'('h , 1568..!') II ,;huuld be poinl('d oul 
Ihat the rnanull1itt('d s lave Stefano Ilf'Vf'r hilt! his nill1H" I'('cortletl .IS SIPfailu 
de· Anlonio Munduc<I, He is jus t ... tll"d ei ther l\'lnnduc(\ 01' Oe Mandu('a, 

Tll e refol'P, 11('1' :·W, th e use uf "de' or 'di' is 1'101 tIlt;" 0111y ~auge 10 idC'l1tify 
Gio Batta. The dOf'unwnl itself curries important t:vidt'llt,p. whic::11 Jdinitply 
IW'ogniz(',; Gio Balla as Ihe SOil of de V<dette. 

Tlu' S lav.'s of Ihe G."and Muslcr' llc Vni .. Uf" 

Parish pl'i ps ls a lways took III(' precaution to stat(,· 11ll' social ('onditiull of 
slaves. Thi s wa" nppli('ablc a l"u to fo nn er sla ves. who W(,I"(' described in thl' 
Pa ri sh Ads I,y the word IlHlIllHlli:-;SlII'li (freed slaw'). Thusf' who were {'aptiv('s 
\Iere (';1 11 ('11 W~rVllf1l ur serllO" .~('hifl1'/ls or schiat'(l., elliiupicllS or elhiopica" 
negro or negra. Gra nd \1 a51cl" d t:" Va le lle's s lavt's were no (,Xf'ert iun. On th£' 
1:,; t Decemb,"r. 1561. tht' pa rish priest Mu lLeo F'a va baptised Fnlll(·(,51·0. a 

slav(' of the Grand MaSler. 'I'll(' word ing of the Ad r('ads as follows: 

Ego dO/II} MOllco FWJ(J. ha/i)Ii.:wlJil/ ud Franc/c,w::ulII/ scrIJO dt grallllwMeri.:I<) 

(I. Don Malleo F'a\a ha \(' admini s ler('d the ri le of bapti s m to F nlll('c5(;O, 

s l<H'f' o f Ih(' Gra nd r\'lasle r). 

The wording of Ilw Act i" once aga in of parti c ular inlt'resl. In thi ~ epoch. 
s laves we re ('o nsicIPrr d as proper1 y of Ih e Order mth(,1' than the properly of an 
individuul knight- In fat'! wllt"t'l Gra nd MaslP l' dp Va le ll c baptised F'nlllC'f'SC'O. 

one of his ~ l al'l's Ilwntioned above. Ihe "di " appear,; in front of his po~itjon 
of Grand Master" and nol in fronl of hi s na me. More important l)" lilt" parish 
priest s ho\\ed no in lf'r('s l 10 !"evealt he na nl(' of tht, "mast(' r· . Hf'n.· one has 10 

ask the qlll's tiull why F'n ll)(,('s('o had his social st atus dearly idl~n l ified but 
the IWIll(' of h is maskr withheld . The sume priebt used u different ya rdst ick 
vis·i'I·vis Gio Ba lla. The obv iull s ex planution is bl"t:HlISf' Cio Batta's s tatu s 
was notlh1l1 of a slave butlhnl of a so n: th e SOil of de Valelle. 

l\'loreol'(" r. one s hou ld highligbt Iha l in this caSc" the pari sh pri es t r('rusCfI 
lo honollf eit her Malleo or G io Balla by g ivi ng them a s urnam{'. as \\1.1S 

cLl5tllillary for the sons or legitimutdy lllul'ried foreigncr~, I\ ho hac! :o;ome 

:!" P.A. Gll!tju. IiIwr IJ"pl. CO/if. MOl r. f)('j. f.5.5.'i- 1(i 7.5, Vol. I. r.I),) . 

• , l'ilr;~h H "'I~i~kl"'. 13irgu. Ii/"'r I. !lfll";=O!Umm. Ma/ r;II!(J/lOnllll MW'II/Orlllllf{II(' ,,/, !IIII/O 1558 IlIlfl"f' 
tid <W/lW,. 1626. (:i,", V;('I'JI ';O~". f. 2 1,·, 
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, , 
dirfit'ld ly in t'll l ilbli~ hill {-: Ilwi r su rnall1e. J It·n'.the 1I(' • .It't'SI option \\otdt! ht' to 
f .. 11 back 011 tilt' "1)(0" in fnml of the nUIllt' of the motllt'r. But til (> faill'd \0 dn 
1'00. Tb t' t'{'a:;011 I\Oldd Iw thut 111(· PI-i" s l wi.lIlkd 10 PII:-llfe that the ;lIt" .. li!) of 

Ill(' e hild woultl II{' t'h .. t · l~ 1.I ..... fwiakd \\;Ih that 01'1111' Cnilltl MasiN. 

hi for (;io Balla. he ("l'rlainl ) could nul Ilf' (,utl:..idnl'd a =, 1<1\'1', S l a\("~ wen" 
prohihiktlto rlll.IIT~. Tilt> Catholic- ChUH·h \HI"; rullo\, iug arH';.'nl BOIlIaI1 Im\ 
thai forhade fO lm t's frnm mart') ; Il ~ b('('aLJ ~e tht'~ \\ en ' nol frel-' i I1fI il ie Itltll ~ II IU I 
t lu'n· fon · ("Oll 1.1 not flL I (i I t Ju-; r rna rria~t· 01,1 ihat iOl lS \\' illl reS I )un~i hi I it y .. h )~t'pll 
l.L1pi di~\ ' lI ss('d th is !"uhjC'C'\ at length ill hi s houk on CatholiC' llIarria~l' ril {:'>'l 
and rillwls.31 Thi ~ ordin ulI(:p hud Iht' po~iliH' "ff('('1 in Ihal in order 10 marr') 
SIIIVI'S had tu lil'sl !-la in duoi .. fn ·(·dom h) Iwin j:.\ IlJalllllllitl('d II)' Iheir mlllel'!'. 
The ir .. ilucllioll II",.. 110 difft' I'I ' 1I1 In Ihal of oill/ ' r lIonnal fl"{'(' human Iw ill ~". \ .. 
alr(><III) indi('al~·i.L fn'" 1IH'1l ;:1Ilt! II(IIlWII. lip to II d (-'It'rlllint'li ap;c·. Iwedc 'lI Ilwi.
fal lH'r':-. pf'rmiss il1l1 to tlwrr). The onl y d ifft'rt 'nn' I )('ill~ Ihal frr ... indi vidual s 
I'mlld man: II il ho ut .;;u('!. (·011-.l·nl uftrr rt'u(' h i II~ the c· .. labl i ~ lll'd aw '. Should 
Ih(-'~ Ili:-.h 10 II11I1T) IIt·fort' Ihi,. "hl'. hUI \I itlllllll ~f'ek in~ Ill(' C'01lSt'1I1 ofllH·ir 
pan-' tll ... fn't' P ' · I'SQI I:-. "'Hlld d, . :-.o fili i ) II) Ik c·,·i, ing ~'III I(' pri " ,.1 or 01 111'1'. Tlw 
u-; Il;:ll IIIdhod \\<1,.. tn :-:IOp a pri,''''' ill the llIidtllt' of it ~ Irt'e l. uml lilt-' ('(lulll,' 
l\Oldd proI10IHH'C' lIlt' rilila l \\llI'ds of marriaw '. In ~II doinp;. till' (,Ollpl.· I\r!"l ' 
(., Il1sid "!"I ·d nwrrit~(I. tl,ou l-\ ll i I 1\;:1,. oS l i II (1('fint'(1 a (, lalltl., ... 1 i Ilf' rnarria l-\I' . I~ TIll' 
.. 1m I' .... hO\\ {'\(· r. ('ould 1101 1'1' .. 011 10 ,...u('11 II1t'1ll(xl ... Then·for(·. tht' ahol(·· 
IIl1 'nlio/ll,lI s tall' . J oal1 l1i Pur; :-.ol1n. ('ould nol III' 11ll-' :-;;JIlll' Giova nni B;lll iSlit 
of thi.., Bapli:"1Il ,\ ('too;. f, )r lilt' ... illlpl (' rt'<.!"on Ihal Ite lIt ... :-.Iill a :.11.1\(-' ill 1 .')6:~: 

I'/.I ri .. ollo 1\1.)" ord) fft ·t'll un :l,,1 Au~u~1 1::)68.11 

On tIll' uilier ha nd. it l\tl:-: diffieult Itl prohi"il s ial p ... (t""' IW('iall~ It'malE''') 
from h1.l1 in g St·\ 01' tI ~ l ' \.uul r..latioll ship ()l(,rlHlPS ('\I 'n a fon·(·d OIW) 1\ ilh 
111t·i .. tl 1iIStl'l'ti. '1'111-' prtJ( 'n'alion or cltildl'l'U \I a .. a nUlura l (·O II!-,! ·lluelwl · I,llt II ... 
offs prin ~ . us alrt';.l(I~ illtiic':lit'd. \lere a ll\"u~", d" {"!lwel ille~ilill1:'IIf'. Tlti ... 'HI'; 

ill lilw \lil h Inulitioll. TIIt ',..e bahit':' \I, ' re l:o!l!'!itll'red l)clI"lI oul oflledlot ·k und 
Iht'n'fon' W(·rt' !"I 'g is lt'I'I 'd L1ndt 'r Ihe nurne of ,Iwir Illolhf'r: ,wIer lImlt ' r Ihal 
oflheir falht'r. Therefon·. hat! \lalleo I)('en a ~Ime't-o offl'lprinp;. lhe us ual I'ult · 
l\(Ilt!d <lpp ly. Il l' should Ita\l' hPI '1I rf-'gis IPI't'I I III II If' 1' 11 1(' na nu ' of hi !' ttlollH-'r 
rniller than that of h i:i fallwr. Tlwrefol't-' . \'l all('u'~ fal hel'. CiOl ann; Balli"la. 
IH ... legilimalf' l) llHIITi,·d hut Iht' Acls fa;llo 1'('1(>811111' namt' of his Ilife. 

Siale h.lll s n 'gulaled hahit"!>! IHJrtl 10 felllale ~Iale,.,. Tilt' approit(·h adoplNI b~ 
tIll' Ilchllilalll'/' Order 1\<1., 10 (·on ... idc·l· a b;:lh~ horn to u femall ' s!<nc' 10 /)(" 

II J" ..... 1'11 '-"I Ii. L-Is/l"Jll "J1. I,I"If~lftj. \I" lin. 19t1l. I'. 2().1 . 
\1 ,,1'0 '"'' '''' lOO'2. I .Ii >o( ·u ...... ·,t It,,~ J)tJlIII III Ih.· .·h" I'I .. r 1I1~,", m"rri •• r.:'· III M"II" "r nl} I ml'lI l , ti~J,, ·.1 

1'1..11 nl .... ~'·rl.ll " 'n. 

\\dllll",·r.I.l1 luf,·,/I' em'lf/" m e'.I' .. I'}. 
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born ("1'('('. If he was horn nin e months ufter tlH~ till1l' the mothf'r had been 
captured and en~lavcd, Ihe baby waf-! considered to have 111'(' 1'1 futlwrf'd 
by a frf'(' mul e pt:rSO I1. Thus, th e buby had to 1* /.6vf'11 his freedom.:11 Thi s 
was the so le ins lUlwf' for both Ihe S iale and til(' Chu rch when tilt' mutht' r's 
name and idcn l ily lIas give n pl"t"n·d~·n(·(~ 0\ (' I' Ihal fir the father! It s llou ld I)C 
re meml){,l"cd thai hars h penahies ,lWi.lil cd Ihose malp s lav('l" who indulged 
in sex ual rt'ialio nships with loca ls or olher s laves, Such laws took into 
consideration the fuctthat the paternit y and frcedom frolll slavery was linked 
to the irir'ntit y of the fathe r. 

t\ de tailed s tud y of Ilw Act s of l3irgu ('('vcal s thnt. three ypm's IHt e r, Gio 
Batta had another c hild, The fatlwr's 110me was s hortened to Batti s ta while 
the bahy was giw ll the name of Cio 1\'I ... ria.:15 Once aga ill, Ille father carricd 
no (lffi('ial surname. Whi le some f'lell'1t:'nl s of doubt r('main, alllht' ('ollakral 
evidencl' point s out Ihal these Iwo wcr(> Ill(' ;:,iI lUe person, In both Acts, Ihe 
S lirnanlf' ig omitted, HOW('VN. this time tilt' paris h p riest pv(,1l I("ft a hlank 
SP;)C'c> for Ih t' StlnHlme. The interva l of two Y" m'S hc· twee ll Ihe birth of Mutteo 
and tlml ofCio Maria. and Ihe prt"Sf'n('(' of only the father's mUll(' without Hny 

rf'ferf'Tlee to hi f' f'lIl'na1l1e, s trongl y indjcHtf'~ tlult Gio Maria is the brothe r 
of Matteo, The fu{'t that during thi s periu(\ tlll'r(' was onl y one Botti s ta (Cio 
Ratta) who had hi s children bapti sed ill Bil'gu further strengthens tllf' {'laim 
that the tWI} W('re Oll t' and the sa lllf' perso n. The prublem that Gin Balla faced 
waf' whether tu Wii' tllf' de Valette surna!lu.' S('C' Il1S 10 ha vf' repeale d it s(· lf in 
the set'und birth. S ince Gio Batt::a's hirth was not legi l illl izetl, he l:ould 1'101 

li St' or be ca ll ed wi lh Ill(' surna me of hi s fatlwr. Ih(' Grand Masler. This could 
explain why Iht· parish prit'sl of Birgu. Ulwe again a voided 10 Wri le down 
any s u rmlllw. Ye t once more. l3atti s la ('arrie!; no re ference to any stalp of 
bOlltlage. Thi s if-! a dear indiciJtionlhal Batti s ta was a marrietl indi vidua l. 

In rf'ading tlH' !O;(' ('ntire soc ial '/IIiflllc!S', one cu n unders land why th e pari s h 
priest uvoickd giving tht' surname of th e fath e r in Iloth instan('CS, 'rhe reaso n 
was linked to the :-;tate of ill(,gitimuc y and so<: iai standing, 1I1 ('gitimate 
babies were 1't;'cUl'dt,d under Ihe !lnnle of their 11'10111('1'. However, the surname 
of the mUlher IHIS not always given ('ill1('I', In fact. a look at Ihe rel:ords of 
th is pe riod, Ih(' ill f'g itimi.llf' children ('l1rry jusl Ihe name of Ihf'ir mol he r 
wi lhoul <lll)' rdcr('ncc to the s urname. Irl Fran('(' illf'gilimate c hildre n, in the 
s ixteenth und 5f'\'(' lllf'e nlh ccntury. lIsed to take the name of Ilwir mOIIH'r as 
sumalllt'. Malt<l had i.I similar sys[(>1l1 hut in laking up the surnalllt' of th(' 
mother. llloreoftcl1than nOl.the De was added in front. Thisean f'xplain why. 
Ill(' parish pries I of Birgu avoids giv ing 11 s urname to MaHeu ill the Rapti s rn 

.~ . tI. iti. (;odfrq \\\ ')1 ill!;'·r. 8/uf{'f)' ill 'he /s/mll/.I oj Malta .lIId (:IJ;.! f(/. /fX)()·/8/2, Pubti~h('r:; Enh'r

pri,*~ Group (1(l02). ~l;itlU, pp. 469 - 471. 
"' P.A, Ilirgu. Lill/'r I. f, :mr. Il l' "'as I>orn on 18'" F,'lmmrJ 1,)63. 
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AdS. II,> preferred 10 li nk th e child·s Ilan le dir('('[ly wilh hi~ father. U~ his 
identity war- knO\\ll in I(lWIl. 

Furthennon-·, ('onflnnalion Ihnt Gra nd Ma:"ter dt' Vait-tte had a SIHVC' hy tilt! 
nIJ 111(-' of G io BHlta ex(' llId('~ I ht, poss i bi IiI Y Ill at the OIH' Illl' llt ianed in ti lt' 1\('15 
<II Birgu j:,; une of his slaves or I' V('11 fonner slaves, The rca);OIl is Iwofold, 
Firs t. the idenlifi(·atioll ora s la\'(' nftlil' G rand Mas terde Vu ll,t tl' by Ilw mllllt' 
of Giovanni make:,; it quill' mdikt'l y that Cia Balta wou ld have been fr('('(\. 
II'. in 155R. II(' wa:-; s lill a slave, he ("ou ld not bt! Ihl' same pers on Iwt.:aus(' 
sl,.I\l's \\€rf' 1I0t allowed 10 1Il1HI)'. Sef·ondl y, and illost importwlt , (Jnee a 
s lmt' was set free. Ih('I"(' wa" no need to ltLention the I U:lIllP of hi s fOl1u('r 
mustl'r, In fad . no instance has ('VI'I" been found in the Church Hegistt'l>i or 
freed or man umi llt' ll s la \'('s Iwilll-( ideli lified with the fuIIIlIJm(' of h i:,; furnll'!" 
master. wllt'll the parish prit"stl:alllc to record the Iwpti sill ofth('irorrspring;, 
As already ('xplained, IIII' on ly idenlifi('ation they Il('eded WUi' to idenlify 
tlwru:selves with Ihe sunmlllt' of th ei r forml'r owner, 

Tlwl"f,fore, had Gin ilCllla been u ron ne l' S in H' or de Vall'lIl'. he wou ld 1,,1\(
probabl y earried tlH" :surname Dc Valeua but \\ould never have had Ihe IHlIllf' 

I)f his OWIII'I' ill rull. A~ argued by Dr. ilollello, und {'onfinned hy II IL' 1\ ("1. tilt' 
Grand MUSlcr'l'j :surmllll f' was de V", If'ItC'1/', aml lw \Ias known among Ih e Birgu 
{'oIlIlI'llJllity hy this ~ lInHIIlIt ', Thlls, in thi s ('as('. thert' was a dHlIl~(>. IS incf' 
th e "d~'" prefix ill front of SlII'IlUm('!'; of fret·d :s la ves had been d ropped , gi\'in~ 
ri~e to the populLlr :surname, in Malta, o f Vallf'lIa. Incidentall). Ill(' surnanw 
Vallett a appf'a rs in Birgu only in the (·a d y seventl;'(" llth {'entury. GIH" ('oliid 1)1' 

tempted to usk wlwl l1I'r 1I 1L'1'1' was a {' hange in s urname. Trac in g th£' I)rigins 
of tlw Vallcli H s tlrnam c ('oliid lIIuke 11'<; und ersland the whys and \d l('refo res 
of wi tal SOI'l of s urnaille \Ias 11:<{'lj by G io Balla and, ifllu 'rl' II<1S any l'II IJ ng('. 
how his off:,;pri ng ('on ti nued to write Iheir surname. It shou ld be noted thai 
per~ons of 1.1 nohlt'" I inC'agf' in F ra III 'I' 11'1 10 hat I t hei I' S ll rname lJf:'gi n n i ng wi ll i Ill(' 
preposi t ion ··de'· adopt('/ I the c us lom to wri Ie the Ii 11'1 ('onsolwnt in mi n isculc 
and kcpt the- "de·' se paruif' from the r('~t of the s unWIlW, This lIas done to 
emphas ize t lll.'ir arisloeruti(' lineagc a lHll'c' rh aps to d ilSt inguis h Ihemselves 
from all the i"f'st, who like till' :,; Iaves Clnd tilt> illegitilllate. incorpora led the 
propos ition ·de' into thei r ,., urn unw and thus , th t' firs l Ipliel' of the ir s ur!l<lllIe 
s tarted wi th a capi tal '.1)". 

Moreover. the' WOW of Ihe prepos ition '"d t>" hy s laves in fron t of till' surname 
uf their fornwr ma~te r ('ou ld expla in \\hy important l\'lcd icvu l Ma ltese 
a ris ltx: ral if' hllnilies madc 1' li ght va ria tions ill thpi.- fa mily lH.ltll(' . 11 1"1'(' I am 
s p('{'i(jeall y rt,fl'l'1'il1g to the Inguanez ram il y, The lal e llH'dil'val namp of thi s 

II, (; i '" IIlIlIi B"n,'lIo. "I s i I I., \ ,tI,'II., or [),' \ ,\I ,.",. ~ ". The 5,,1/1111) 1i //Ie .• "IM"It", 1)"" " UlIJCr 2.'t 20 J 2 
"".I .. D" \ .tI"II" "r I)" I.a \'"JI'II, '''. T/u.: S",,,/,, 1 'l'i me,< "r \f,, /III, JurltH! r. 20, 20 1.1. 
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famil ) begml with a 'de' suffix and was always writt e n Deguanps. How('v{' r, 
in ('arl y mO(I(' rn l i me~, tlw fa mil y n1.1 n1(" was changf·d inlo the version of 
Ingua nez. Could Ihi s be a rt"Hction of Ih is fa mil y nol 10 haw' il s surname 
idenl ified wi lh Ihal g iven 10 s laves? 

f\ lex tua l a na lys is of Ihe Acts of Birgu offers Ihe nexl proof that Gio"un ni 
Ball is ta is indeed an offs pringof de Valetlf'. On Ihe 2:,)110 ofNovt"mber 1565, Ihe 
pa ris h priesl of Birgu wrole Ilmt he had I.mplised Domeni co. son of "A ntonio 
fli La uro Spiziali··. I";:HL ro is t lw grandfatlwr of IJOI11('ni('o am i this could be 
proved by Ihe faCl lha l on the 2 1"' Ja nuHl)' 156:t Anlonio had anotlw r son 
IWllled Dome nieo. '1 n th is Ad, Anlonio W:'IS give n si mpl y a~ An lonio Spiziali. 
Tlw bahy born in 1565 was Iw ing nanw d a ft er his pklf 'r brother who mosl 
probably had in lh t'" nwal1 l imt' passed Hway. Wilhoul l.lllY doubt. Ihe use of 
"di" in fronl of La uro as ill the case of the Ad rega rd ing Maltpo s tands fo r 
th e Latin word "'ilium"" meaning son of. MOl"{'ovcr, Ih is An lonio Spi 'l. ial i was 
an owner of s la ves. It is f'x ll'f'mely diff1(· ull. if not imposs iblt· 1.1 1 Ihe time in 
Catholi c Mal ia. for a freed s lave to end up. owne r of s laves . MOI'('ove r. lhe 
('asl' of Spizi ali s hows tha t somc tinl('S, though ran', the pa ris h pri(Ar,1 of Birgu 
re fe rred to g ramlpart;lllS in these 13aptis lI1 <l1 )\CIS. Wheneve r Ihi s was dOlH' , 

il was a lways in relati on to babies born 10 Ilw I:'li l t~. 

Finally, Bir~u was not thl' onl y puri sh WI'I"(' ]1ri('s ls uSt.,d the pu rli l ive "di" 
10 df'llotf' pate rnil y, A tex tua l anal ys is of Ihe Pa rish i{{'c'onls offers wnple 
exurnp l e~ uf ::;i rnilar sttu·i,'s. Tlu' fo llowing i:\ r(' two such exa mples, whi eh 
ha ve been taken from the Bapti sm Act s ofZebbug. On 15 O<"lolX'r 163 1. C io 
Pietro, the son ofCio Maria I~e li('i, was hapti sf'd at Zt.'bbug. 'I'lw pW'is h priesl 
registe red Ihe kin:-; hip as follows: Cio Piclru jifillfll (that is son oQ Cia f'dariu 
Fdici di Dum.enico et AntOl/ina Giugali,:n '1'11(' ~a tlL t' s lrudure is aga in fOllnd 
in a Bupti sm A('I dat(·d oS January, 16:t 3.:111 In Ihis case, the god father of baby 
Ca tari na was registe rf"d us Maeslro Gi use ppe' Vassn ll o .l i Maes tro j\.'l a n;o, In 
hot h caSI's. t hi're s hou ld be 110 Iioubt Ihat tlw " (Ii" was refe rring to the pa re nt s. 

The Tille "t\h;sc ," 

It is also inl('rpst ing tn nolf' th a t I'IlwlI , 1111' narne of' tlL f' Grand Musler was 
mentioned. hi s !'ion. Gio BaltH was g ive n the till e "mis:';(':r" , The use of such 
a word ('mdd \)(' til(' d uf' a!'i to de V ... lf, ttl"s paternity. The paris h pri esl onl y 
wrote Ihe le it er ' 111" in front ofl lw 'Wille ofei o HHtt <L. ~l'l A. Cappelli dt~sc ribes 
the U ~e of thi s Iptler "m" in It alian dO(,Ulllt'IlIS as Ill e <Lbhrev iHlion of the 

'7 1 ~". Z.·hhll~. t.ihmdi t blll'~il1li datli I~ 01l "t'I"<' 16 1:. ~i ll" ti 10 F"t.rni .. 1(,;1(, B. Vol. 2. p. 206, 
"" lI,iII. p. 217, 
.. , ,' . C"pr,,·11 i. 1.('.\;,""'1 II iJbr('r III/</rlllil. {k;i",ulrltI;li II Mm'l illllll"!: (-"II i 11(' l'I/ lIufilllll', MmllHlt i 1·lot·pt i. 
\Iil;. ... J<)<)I), 1'. :lJO: J (I~<'I,h M. Brill,'al. ' t ~1 \ ll t..tLt :~ hrlllllt~II I1 'r. Th, ' Tim" •. TJlllr~day. ]I" lmlllry : •. 
1m, p. 8. 
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\\(mJ "Illt'l'::- t 'r" uwar.ill~ nohl f' or a ff':-p('f' lal)le IX'f).(HI. I n \ lalla. l,ht'llI'\er 

sueh all .. l1lm'\ i'llion II;):. lI:.f·d in full in tilt- Chuwll Puri:.l, I"("elm ls. i l 11<ll': 

normall ~ :<p(' li t·" as "111 is)'",r" ratht'r Ihtlll "111(':-:"-1'"'' IU Llml fur this n ',,:-:on. I .UIl 

:-li('king It) till' lo('al llll1<IIH1I ' Il ;;i:.. Suth fUI1l1 of mldn''':- (·oruplf'l (·I) {'xl'h"le::; 

tht · tlulioril lia l Cio Ba lt; ::; ta has a s law. II1:<h'ad. it prows IlwllH' IHI"; u din-I"! 
t!{,:-t't'ndanl of lilt" \lll ian l Craml \l aSI(>r. TIlt' ori gin ... of ti lt' \\onl "1l1 i :-s{' r" 

('OInt'S f rolll t1 w NUfl lI'-L ll " M" s:=: in '" u r "11 1011 s i r(:- Iny lord . which il' (u rll gave 

us the '1 alte ... ,· \Ionl "llIi~ :-i l 'r" \\h; (' h i::- oow wwd lu mean :- i rnp l ~ "rather"," 
TIll' Fn'm:h p rO Il OlllU '! 'I1H '1I 1 of t i l!' word showl' lha l llw ' .... rrni nulohY USt,d in 
th t' Chu re h H I' /-!; iiSlt' l~ j:,. of a Fn:'lwh rlt'ri\alion. 

III Mal lt':<t' {,1'(' I ('s;a~I;{'al 1a11 ~ua~I · . Ihi:- word "111; "' .. ,·· 1'" I .. IInl u"'t'd in Ihe 

Iia I i an :-f' It"e of .. tIll· ... :-I·I' .. hUI follo\\ 1'> lilt' Frf'llt.' h fonn of mid r(':<t-. a ... 1\ he lll'l (·r. 
il is g ill' lI in full ill Ihe n ·/.d .., lc' ..... il i ~ ('ollslanl ly 1\I";lIe ll as "lIIis:«'"'' anti 
IIt'wr ill Ihe It a lia ll fUnlml of ··Illt· .. ~{'r" . In .. i\: l e(,lll h-c(, lllu~ I-'nlll(·('. Ihi ::, 

I i i I.· 1\(1:< o n e il U!,;.ed ill addl·. ·~s ill g ·rf'sIWl'lnhl .: luellll )(' l:,; of ,'\(}(';d y s llt ·11 i tS 

pl'if'Sb anrl utill'r high-mnking indi l idu uls. 

Tb, ' hi~hl' l' l·( · helon~. pal'li('ularl ~, l ilt' lIoblt~S and higlH:'1' ('It'rgy l\t'r,' 

at l clre~:- . 'tI a~ ~ I on:,,('ignellr. At Iht' SH il l( ' l illlt· . hi",lor;cal inSILUl('b s h Oll 

Iha l li lt ' mit! or " til1 e:<" or Iw ller :< I ill d l ·:- i/-!;IIUI ;uI1S \l'a!' not frowiled on I\hell 

:-OIiS of Ihe lIuhilil) \\t"re horn oul of \\l·dl(K·k. Socit'l) iS lill respt'('led I llt' lIl 

t '\' I'11 if. Ih e i r hirlh \\1.IS nlll legilim ize,!. 1.t·gi lim iza litJlI wa!' iSuughl fu r olhl'l' 
1 {,~LlI n~a:-ons . nl)rll1 ~tll ) rdukd \0 illiJerilunce (II' uC( '(>{ling 10 Ihe ranks of Ihe 
mi :< IO{·l'i.I(·) Of 10 e n ler t!x(·lus iw n ' ligiou:- ordt' l1i such as 1111" Ord('1' of Mal ia. 
II hidl rt ':- lri f' I"1 1 pnlrance ulIl~ to l e~i t j n ltl l {' ::-Olh of Ih,-' no!>ili I~. 

TI ll' t\ (' I ~ uf H i!'~u . th{ 'lllsehl'''' oITt'!' and ('urmhoml(' !'Ouc-h un ('xplullatioll . 011 
Illf' .!oHmt· pagt· Illwl'(' 'lalleo'1'I bapt i:-m i.., ", ·(·on l. ·( I. I herl' i.1IT' other i ndil idllals 
pit radi l l /!; th i s f01'1I1 of ' Iddl'et<s. Onl' of I II£,III i ~ nOla I') \ i l ll'l'n Z( 1 Bonal't' l ll ul"U and 
.\nlollin di Lauria , a n OI\llerof s l<l\t· ... 011111(· 01111'1' h.aml. nol ull llw lIIt'nli(l lIt'd 

pun·l ll:. or g()~ l fall1t'I~ of Ril'gu ca!'l'i " d l11i:- dt"'~ i p;na l j Ol L In part ic ubl'. nol 0 11(-

or Ihl' ('ap l iH"~ or the freed ~ I a\e .. . ,li 1() 11('1'1.." haplis t'd in BirJ.{u in Iha l ~lImf' 
pt·!'i!)!!. lli.IS g il('l1 SLIt '" title. It I\a ... 11<'11 ' 1' l'os1'Ii lll, ' fo !' a s lal'!' 10 be add l'l.:·:-~" d 
in ~u(· h 1.1 Ila y. irn 'sp('(' l iv{' (If whel ht 'r h i~ 111a~ It 'r had frf·f·d him or nul. S lmt's 
\\I'IT' 1101 IIl1l)1H'd 10 ('a n) hi~h-I'a)lk ill~ ti lles. Thl" "t1I i~~ . · I:· title lIa:. of 11 
Ili g ll(' r nm k ,ha ll Ihal of a -m iw iSlro " i ll SiXh't'lIlh -('(' llllll) Mal ia bUI of a le:-<;(' r 
s tanding tklll ~ I U JI :-('i~ II(·ur. The 11.111('1' Iii It' lias onl) lI"'~ 'd ':l tlllP lillll' in " a lta 
fu r lh, · B i~ h()p 1)1' l iT(' G rand "I aslf· '·. a nd a~ ill lilt' 1'1"1'1 1 of Ell l'Op t·. il II<lS IWH'" 

lI ~t·d a l Ihi ", til1 w l.U·ro"1'I lilt' hnanl for 1111'1'1' ('It-.. ~~ ali( I hi g h :-()(·il'l) al lm·~," 
I" .. k"d. P"I'l-OI IS of hi ~h 1'I landing ill SlM'il'l) . ~ llI'h <I~ Illf' rul ll'fS of 1111' I(")I'LI I 

~, ''''1\.,,,,-«, :It)(~1.1'' I.). 
" J,,~, ·ph \'Iullm.,. 1'''I'('r. III 1I1111,. ... · /~"glII.<lu~. 1111' t 1111,·"",11 "r \1 .111.,. 1'.191. 1'. I i I. 
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nul,ility or profr ... :-iolll.d I)('n.,on.;. ~u( 'h as notar-ici"' .• Indon. Of' lU\\)I'I~ . \\t'I'f' 

atldr(''''~I·d as ·'mi:-",{'r". Ilhiel! int(,I"('iulIIgeahl) had the IIwal1in~ of Si r. 'our 
I lorlllur. f,1" nllf'lll i lll or Ilmi. Tlw Mali a's 1\II-i:·;I, ;\dl' ... Iww 11 l1l t '1Ili:-; ~(' r" was 
equaled \\ ilh that of 111(' minor tt1t'IllI)('I'l' of tlw lota l flobilil) itnd it IHI:. mort' 
{,leI al{·d I han 1111' 01 hl'r fn'lIm'll ll), lIs l'd fonn of "ma('~ 1 ru··. I~ 

Th. -refort', the u:-t' uftlw I,ord 'll1isst' r' e:\dude::o Ih(' pus::-ibilil) of (1)(' ;,lu\l' of 
bowlagf' ill n~ lat i ulI tu Ma tt eo's fat her. \'lore imporl;.ltIll y. it IHIS unthinkahle. 
ill s i"!I-'f'lllh -(,(, l llury i-:uropC'. to IUl\l' :o;ljJH's idenlifif'll \\jlh the :-ounu' :;()(' ial 
IH'HIOUrs givt' li (1) imporh.ll1t 11m II d\If'IlNS or Ill{' ('Iih' meml}f' I"S uf lioCi(·i). 

CUl1dus inll 

Till ' ol)\iull~ 11f'\1 qUblion 10 I~ ' an"ll('rt' t! c·onCt'rn,. thl' age of GiO\unn i 
Batl isl .] al Ihe hirlh of hi:. SOIl. In 15S9. d(~ \ ~tl ell(' IHIS ul u)ul 6!) yeari> old. 
III all prohahilil) CioHLIlni Hutti " t tl Ila!'o mon' than 1\\(,IlI~ Idl('11 hi :o' :;011 W:I.'" 

hom. h t'ra~(' <lW' of IIHIIT;aw' ill this I lt'riod \1(1;-; aboul 2 1 for 111('1'1 . The1'(·rol'(·. 
tlH' 1I01JII' G iu B:.I ll i~la ('oltld 4'ithN IWH' IWf'lI ho l'll ill B h/Jt!(·;-; or ill Malia. 
H i~ IInif:' of hilih I'otlld h(··lp us 10 ~U1~II{'r if dt' V:..dl('IIt'·~ of[ ... pr;n~ \\a~ horn 
prior 10 d. · Valdl / "~ haviJl~ joil wd the Order V I' 1101. Th ii- poii'll :-\ Iill II/ ·,·ds 
to III' addn ·;-;s(·t l. "It'n if it i;-; highl) improhahle Ihul h(' l\tl:-o hol'l1 1)(.[01'(' lit, 
Vult'IIP joi m·d IllI ' Ordt'r for I III' :-\ i'nplt' I't'a~on Ihal J f'<IIl dt, \al,' I1t' 1\ CIS horn 
aroillul 14911.. had "IIlt-n·d tl1(' Order INy ('ad) in lif,· (1':'III ;{uf' tI" 1'1'O\t' lwe) 

ami \Iould Ilu\t, Iwt'n 26 II hell H hode!'o lIas laken. II 

l\or has Illl' falf" of Maiko h~,t'n tlt' h'nnined in tilt' \d .. or thai (,f hi s 1\10 

(·l1ildl'(' l1. ,dlo '\t' rl' bapli,.f·d at Birv;u, NOnt'lhelt· .. ". Ilw Birp;u A(' ls onl ) 
111(-'111 ;011 I\\'o 11101'1' imlil' ilittals Ililh I III' nallw MaIk o. One;~ Matt I'!) Porh'tti. 
UnfOliunatt'ly, tl ... nanl(' of III(' fall]('r i:; nol gi\{"II. Ik lI1a rrit'd Marglw rila 
on lilt' 26th Man'h, I.:'HH H hut one tIla), righll y I"x(·ludf·s all)' ('oll lwtlion 
\\ilh Ihe Grand '1a,.It'r'~ gnIlH I:-ion. TIll' otln'r is ~ l a1teo PUl'bl'~. \\lio \11:15 

a forf'i gnel' and .1 paint( ' r \\ho M'ull'd in Birgu. I-Ie married Ciu li a 011 Ihe 
30th Jul y, 1.')88. 15 Perhaps. Mat teo got mUITied at HI101 11 ('1' pa ris h. Hii' lif{' 
hi s lul'Y. clt.·finite! ) ~Iill I1t ,('rl::. 10 he {".;plorf'd in ordt'r to I{'al'll 11101'(' about 
1111' life hi ~tory of 11t(· Gn'HI Si ,'W' h(' ro. Gm ndrnm;lt'r Jea ll tI(· Vl.lI(· lI e, \\ ho 
i ll {'idf·n tall~. as tlw Pari~h Prit,,.t of Hirgu. ~ l alleo Fmil. J't·\(·al,. in this Ad, 
I\a~ known arnOIl /-\ tilt" pupulalillll of lhi;-; 10wllllnderthf' Italian I {'n;;nll nfhis 
IWtl1( ' , Giovanni . 

'" \!t·n·i,'(·a. tOO;J. p. I .~ 
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