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Malt

a’s national day

~ the Otto Settembre
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This year's
independence
celebrations have
rekindled the topic
concerning Malta’s
national day, which
was tackled, two
vears ago, by the
then President of the
Republic of Malta,
George Abela, Al the
time, his speech on
Republic Day raised
more than an
eyebrow in many
quarters

Die St Mereneca
iz maninr lectneer
Diepertrneant of History

¢ suggested Malta

should have just two

malional days - Inde-

pendence Day and Re-

public Dav, omitting
i mention in his proposal 31
Maoreh {Freedom Day). This was
A courazeows pobitical move
even il i drew enticism from
varewss Labour yuariers. Ths
vear e Bsue has cropped up
o again bul ﬁlim-nlpll'::ﬂ_: coT-
troversy a sign that the country
15 progressing towards political
il

At fonyg last, there is now cone
sensus that o small state like
Malta should pol have five no-
tional days, Dr Abela had fore-
sight. Mosl agree that there 15
wnly need for one national day
i b chesen from one of (he
present five, Yet, there again,
there {s no consensus as o
which of thesg five should be
pur nutional day!

When these five days were spf
before Pardinment they were in-
temded endy as a wishlist for
Marlioment to choose from, No-
budy rumetely could have fare-
seen that il would actually adept
all five. Parhiament’s decision
neant that Malla al present has
Freedom Day (31 March), Sette
Cfugnin (7 June), Ofte Settenibre (8
Seplember), Independence Day
121 Seplember) and Republic
Day (13 December) as nativnal
davs.

[ 2012, President Abela made
(e first mowe by neducing our
national davs 1o lwo: Independ-
ence and Republic Day., At Lhe
samwe Hime he lefl the door open
for future changes, so that thens
waorild e a further cut and we
woitld be Jeft with just one na-
tirmal day.

President Alwla’s reasons in
favour of Republic Day have
Leern re-proposed by Prof. Do-
minde Feooch in an interview
carried by The 3alha Independent
(Tuesday, 23 Septembur), Prod,
Fenech supports the noew signill-
cance that 13 December repre
sents our national awareness, (|
also signifies that all political
partics are now agreeing that 13
December is indeed thw festivily
that should be represented by
the most senior fgunelwed in
the organigram of Malia's gov-
griance; the Mresident of the Re-
public. Traditionally this is the
day when the President gives
his most important address 1o
the nation,

Chwoosing Selle Cirgno olso asa
national holiday enbanged Uw
stynificance of the Speaker’s in-
stitulional role in Malts. This
holiday has ended up represent-
ing the day when the Speaker of
the House addnesses the nation
and an pecasion when ideas,
with regard to political change
or reform in our parfinmentary
system, are gnnounced. Remov-

s this festivity could have neyg-
ative repercussions from a 'R

srspoective. Besudes, there is po-
iical consensus among all par-
ties that there oaght to be a daie
allotivd lir U Speakior. Ths,
even this national holiday,
which is a post-colonial creation,
has succeeded In achicving new
sigmificance bul (his would be
lost if removed from our na-
tional calendar.

The Pritme Mimister i5 the ned
E]EIHUEEII figune of significance in

alta. Glancing at how our his-
torjcal events have evolved, In-
dependence Day of Freedom
Day should be the day 1o be
identified with the Prime Minie-
ter and around whom the festiv-
ities should revolve, Very
imtelligently, Joseph Muscal has
succeeded in hijacking' this cel
ehration out of e Nationalist
Marty and wsed il o increase Lt
aura of his political figure, even
if, this event v.-nslgainud tivg.' {:i:-
oppesing party. 1 don’t thin
ihat Mu&:‘:nt wants independ-
enca v Lthe sole national date
but definitety he can now claim,
as Prime Minister, paternily
uwver this date, wihich il now
was only assogiated wilh the
iNationalist Parly.

Crer higtory books credil dilfer-
ent 'rivne Ministers with impor-
Lont palitical achievementy,
Glorgio Hl:}: Olivier is hailed as
he father of Independent Malia,
Dom Minteif is considered as
the archilect of Freedom Day,
while Eddie Fenech Adami 15
the man whe piloted Malta in
the Europetan Union. Hislor-
cally, the Othe Scttenithre is the
daie which has fathered ali these
colebrations, thus it has all the
credentials to be the day that
any Prime Minkster can celebrte
withoul any censorship lrom
our political system.

Yet, if thene is legacy from
these two celebratipns & (e fact
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1 would like to suggest
the Otto Settembre as
'| the national day to be
patronised by figure
‘nitbul‘ﬂmu_lﬂnlslu
|
I
|

29

[ that they focused un the Hgurne
of the Prime Minister. Thus, the
foser in this political bickering is
the Bigure of the Prame Minister
itself. He has ended up without
an established date, around
which there 5 a national consen-
gits, and unlike the President or
the Speaker, he has na day when
to adelress the mation without
ihe tradivional aura of political
cortroversy and beyond the
usual rhetoric of mass meetings,

] [ would like lo suppest the Offo
Seticusiee as the national day o

| b patronised by U figure of
the Prame Minigter. It is o date

| which has all the ingredients 1o

'I hhmrnr.ilimm ucnitg.*_ Itia a his-
iorcal facl that Giorgio Borg

| Ofivier planned l:gt Malta's

incependence on 8 Seplember
sl for unforeseen reasons this
was pushied forward 1o 71 Sep-
tember, Moreover, unlike other
nathons, Malta did not wail for
Independenge or Freedom Day
to celebrate the day of the na-
tior, It began to n.'i'-.-tmm: Cita
Sellemhre a< the laland's national
day during the colonial penod.
Tiwe nation accepled this choice

In post-colonial Malia, it does
not make gy cense o speak in
ferms of nabional days; theso by
fong, lo o byone nationalstie
era, s more than logical that o
M?]m ﬂ-lri:alu-s 'I[n_:'. rr:mr-mimr her
cobonidl past, the only appropri-
ale day -LE'qulu.l B lhull_'h‘w:.‘i*rr
tewehre,

When the Nationalist Tarty
replaced B Seplember by Inde-
r\cndu'ﬂcu Dav, and the Labour
nrty replaced i with Repubdic
Day and subsequuntly with
Freedom Day, all they wanted
was 10 boast the political ego of
their partics, Therelore, both
Independence Day and Froe
dom Day can never achieve na-
tional consensus irrespectivie of
the political rhetorie dished out
Lo fustify their importance, This
explains why Republic Day &=
being earmarked as Malta's
vvientual natiunal day. Bul this
is the feast of the President and
nat the Mrime Minister of
Malla,

Mintoff too recognised 8 Sep-
tember as the date Lo represent
{he nation for, belween 1977 and
1974, he retnstituted it os Malia’s
national day. Furthermore, hav-
ing the partics reach mtual
agreement em one national daly
would be of greal significance o
all singe it would help reinfonce
the political figure of the Prme
Minister, and, for once, the f1g-
are of the Prime Minister would
not be assoclaled with the heod
of o politfeal party but with the
nation,



