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Malta' snational day 
the Otto Settembre -

This year's 
independence 
celebrations have 
rekindled the topic 
concerning Malta's 
na tional day, which 
was tackled, Iwo 
yeilfS ago, by the 
then President of the 
Republic of Malta, 
George Abela. At the 
time, his speech on 
Republic Day raised 
more thnn .m 
L-yebrow in many 
quar ters 
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H 
~ 5Ut;I;<'Okd 1<.bk. 
""""It! h"n'e;...c ''''0 
n.,,~ ... 1 Ja,-' _lndo.~ 
I"'ndcno:.. D.~· ",><I 1':". 

. rub/Ie 0,,', .,.,,"' ing 
,,, n""'''~' in ru. r<U,...,..1 31 
\ 1, rd' (F"..,dom Do) ,_ TI", ,,~ • 
. , <""'~ pol"i<~\1 "",,'~ 0,,, n 'f 1\ dn:" <,." k""" (rum 
va"."" l..~bvu, 'I"""~'t) Th. 
\"" ,r... ,I> ""' t>." cmPfH-'<t up 
00<" ~&,i" but .um-.l Jo.. """" 
''''' ...... '- , , Slsn ,1-.\, IM<1'lm',,' 
.. rl'Ol\,eo,i"J; ,.".~m, p<>htk~1 
rn.\tll"!> 

.\1 I, .. ;; L~. """" is ""h' ",,,,. 
"-,"' ... ,"",. 6 ..... ,11 ~~,~ """ 
M"I~\ ,1"ouI<,I,'I<>I 1I",'c ("e """ 'i<""" .1.1) .... Or Ab<~, II.>d ru,.._ 
~\.-ht_ Mo., ,,~,,'C d"" ,here .. 
,,"~,. ,>«><I for """ """.,..,1 d.,. 
10 b< <oo...,n fronl """ or Ille . 
r"""''' Ii, .... Y'"l. Ih.:", .s->In. 
!I",,,,I. ,,,,,~,~ 10 
\\ hich of I~ 'h'e ;.oould to: 
""'. n.UKn>1 .I.)., 

Wilen I",,",' II\·~ <1.1,.,,.""' .... 
bd"", P.rliall"~" Ih<.~ w= II,· 
" ... 10:<1 ""1\ .... " ,,·h-/>h,1 lor 
l"~;,n",ni (0 rn.-: I",m. No­
bod)· ",,,,"Ld)· could h.,,, 10"," 
..... '''11''''" " -",, Id oct".II)· aoJ"I" 
• 11 f,,· •. r.rl""",,,,·. d'-'<"l>ion 
"..,.", , ..... M"I" oi r ............. I~-". 
F"..-d .... OJ, III ~l.>t<"h). 5<1" 
C;;i .. ~ ... , (7 Ju,,",). OIl .. Se, .... "/,,,· (~ 
s"pLcml,...-). 1"&p.:n.J""", Do)' 
(.!J s..'p'emb .... ) and K.-putN,c 
0,)· (1:1 o..'Ccrnl-tfj .. na""",,,1 
~ ,\\,'. 

1~ ::'OIl. , ........ 1.'" Ab<l" m.we 
'h" .-if">! """,'0 ~J ..... lucint; "'" 
1\011 ""'" I .10., • I" i "'''' I n,J..'I"-",,,. 
• ....." _I 1(" 1'"N", D",·. ,\, II>< 
..,"'" Ii ""-' Ile Id I lho: a,., ... <>J'l'I' 
lor lui Uf< ffio>nt.~ "" I hili ,""'" 
'''"<1 1.1 I", ~ fun/,..,- <vi .n..! "" 
w,,,,k\ b< Jdt l' ~h iu", """ "". 
li"""l,b)". 

I'"""den! At,,-;.·~ "-"""'. in 
1,,,,,,,,,( R'·I' ubll< o..r ha,·c 
!>co. ... "'·rrol'.,."J III· ....... DI>­
n,i,';'; Fe ....... "h ;" .n ,nIer\·.,w 
c.rriN ~)' nl<" !.1Io1l. 1""",,~.Jn1l 
(1u,'>'Io),. 2J Sepl~mbo."). f'm(, 
r,,",-'Ch ourr<>r15 Ihe",-ow si);nofl. 
.0"'" Lllal I ~ tA>ct:m 1..,.- "-'P'" 
_ OUT nal;.:..,.1 ow.""""" II 
.bo <it;nW"" (f",L <>II ro\ilir,J 
ron;" 0'" noW ~ lrul 13 
""""mk, i. in.1<ftl "'" l .... il'il)" 
,1>"" . 1","1,( be "-1''' ........... ,,1 by 
"'" m~' ."""" r'!:u"I ... ·.,,1 '" 
0", I"t:-'niS'''''' of Mol,.,·, j; .... 
""IoMIC>.'; u,..1''''';d.,,1 of u,.. R.,. 
!,ub/ic. T,.,.j,I""",lIy ,hi>;' 11K­
d.,~· ... .,... ... 11K- I>resi<k",,-~ 
hiJ moot ion!",,"'''' ~ddrcs. '0 
'h" ""Ii",,_ 
(b. ... ISI'''' Sdk Q",~'" . 1 .. , •• ~ 

""Ii"",,! hoIid.>y ... ""'nce'<.! II>< 
.I);"ill<-.. ","1110: Sp.:ak<' ..... 
_'lil~11on.> 1 role In M,k~. T"his 
"'~iJ~,' hn,~~I,'1 ur "'J""C'<"'I-
1"1; lh1! 01.)' wi".., Il1o Sr<-"ko-,~ 
,he; H""", .,<1J,,-..-II-o. ""lion 
.u>d an 0«",..;00 ... 1Im Ide""" 
wilh ITS-'rd 10 pobliuJ 'I~'''S~ 
"f """"",,, in ou, ",rl",,",-"'!ary 
'~·<" 'm. "'" ~",_"",>d, Il<"",," 

'''j; thi. 1 .... 1,·~v rnulol 1\; .... "'¥. 
'b'-~ "'p.,"', ......... lrum. I'I! 

r."'f'«Iil'''. II<~,,"'" lhen: I> po­
.It,a) ."" ... ,,,><,. 3"""'1; oil pot­

I ..... l!lo, Ih.,", ougOlln 1", ~ d.1., 
0.1101 1<"<1 f, ... Iho:Src"kc'. 'In..." 
ev<'n HII .... ,;"""1 M .d.)". 
,,·hich "a 1">,1-<01",,,.,1 arnhon. 
I,., .~"d In o<hiI.'l'iAJ; ..... • 
o/gnIfn..ce 001 U", .. ....,1<.1 be 
kIOl ~ n,mo\"\'<1 from our "". 
lion.>l c~Ic , ,.J .. _ 

The I'ri .... Mi.,;, .. ,.,. i, U'" n • .-" 
1'<'lilic.li flsun: ." s'I?" r "',""" In 
Mall,.GL>~ 0\ M ... ",,, ho,. 
,<0;,1 c,,"" .. """"c ",'"Ivod. In· 
d"r,'n&'n<~ D,) ,,,. f'wdo", 
D.>r ohould be 11 ........ y ' 0 be' 
id.. .... ilicd w'lh ,Ile l'nme MinI<­
"" on..! OTI,ur>J >1'h"m the: I""' i'~ 
~ico . h<luld ",",'o!> .... Ven 
lnl<-,lIiS<"tiv. J<>l.<.y/I Mus..: .. I,.. 
, ,",,,,, .. -.1,",, J.., ·h~ .... lUn~· 1'". c..r 
"brdlion ""I 0111", N,lIonoli>l 
r.rtr.nd ..... >dill ............... lt.: 
aur> '" hi> polllic:.1 lib"'!\'. ~""'" 
01 • ... " c",'I\1 w" t;o>i"'-"l 1>1. ~I, 
"1'f'I'$k1~ ",fly. 1 don'l U,(nk 
lhol MV!I<OI .. -._Ir>J,1"""" 
.""~ .. ~""' ....... ""1.,,...,1 Jo,", 
001 d"{'n,,,,,,, he..,n """. <"'un. 
'" "riRW )1.1 .. ".",,.. ",,,,mity 
""or Ito .. <1.:>10. "'hich till fIll'"~ 
..... .,..;Jy >S....,.,;~I .. -J ... ~h tho 
Na,i"ouH,II'on,·. 

o....lIIflQrv ~. =~t.i dille,_ 
""ll'rI",,, Min;'I"", w;lh impar. 
1.>01 r"O""'''' acnkY<.'''''''' .... 
Gi<>q:lo IIot-r. Olivier", lI.>i"-..t •• 
It.: father .,(1n<k1""><II.'f1t M.b. 
Oom Mini"'! iH""(.I<\eto...t .. , 
lhe , .. """,eel '" F""..t .... Dav. 
wlulc Wdl" FencdI Adorn; Is 
the ..... 11 ",h" p~oie<l "~,II~ Inl" 
1"'-' Europ.·.n UnK"<l. ) h.lori· 
""II),. tho OI ~, 5<11",01><, is ,"" 
dot. "tUch hoo: fdlt.:n>d "" u...., 
",,\cbr,;>ti<m>. 'ho;. ;1 M".o.I1 tho 
cn:J .. lIli..ls '0 be ,I", doy .... " 
~~v I'nmc ,\Imi ....... < .... ""Ich-"c 
.,.,i)""" ."l" ce""""" il' I"",, 
OU, pOIill<.I'pl<'lJ1. 

Yd, il ,111.'''' .. kj;ocJ' lrol"\' 
"""'" I .. 'n "'k.>t..-.h ...... Is II., Ioc;\ 

•• 
1 weald Uklt 1l1li SUBgeal 
lite 00" Sll'tfemtre as 
lilt! naHo:aill day 10 be 
paIJOfIiSed by tho Hgwe 
ol IIlIt Prime MIRlSlor 

d"'l ''''-'1' 1.,...,,,,,1 ... , the H~'" 
." "'" Prime Min"' .... Thuo.lh. 
_ ... in Ih!I1'<'!~i<"~1 b;.:kc.I"ll " 
"'" liS"'" of I"" rr; ..... MM,llle. 
i .... -II. He I>.u tndo.-.I ur wht-.ool 
an "",til"",,'" C'I.:Ile. around 
whid. Iller<: 1$ a ""1"",,,1 """".,,­
... t. and uIlliJ..< I"" I'~idmt.,.. 
the ~,. he I, .. no <l>y wh,.'I1 
tn .<ldlffllt.: ""Ii.,., .. ,t/""" 
lhe Ir.>d;,klt\ol .u.~ '" pOI~k:~1 
aJnlrt""r!')' and~......J 11-0; 
usu,1 ""-'tori<: '" ""SO ""-"-"H~", 

I would like 10 ... (\1; ..... 11-0. """ 
S</1<mIw: '" the na' """,Idol)" k1 
be' polnmi>ed by the Ii&,'" of 
II>< I'""", M,ru.i.'C. I~ ;, a dol", 
"'11IdI N' .11 ' '''' "",,'K'd""'t!I ,,, 
t.o,-,q "",10,,,,1 ~oiI)·_I';'. hi .. 
""""I f""lllIM GiooWo Bot;; 
O!w"", rlonnc>d '" S' .... Malta·. 

, '~k·I'<'I\"""'" en ~ s" 1'1<:",1"-,, 
001 for " ..... 01'<>0. ....... ..... _ ~, .. 

"' ... rul-hC"d [<><Wdrd 1(1 21 s"r­
.... .........",. Mun."" '~,, unhl->: 01"'-" 
nation .. ~!. I I" dlJ no! ,,'oM f"r 
Indo.1"-""Ic~ .... c or f",....."" D,y 
I" «;el>t.1C ,he ...... 1· ,of tho .... 
""" . It bc!;O<l \<I "-' ""'.le OIl. 
5<1I .... '~"-· .... Ih" I.bnd'. 1>1",,",,1 
,b)' du";"I; tho col"n,,1 ",nod 
Th .. ""I ..... <wpl"d lhi-o t~ 

In 1""" .... "\(Ini.a.1 "bllo. ~ 0...... 
not "",1.0; .11)' .... "'" It> "J ... "k ,n 
'''"'''' "I """ ...... 1 d,n: IN:>O b..~ 
lrot: I"" I')'!;<I"I: "'-.t ..... I ... lk 
,'r". It i. """" 111.>1"\ 1oj;1C.ltt..I " 
~I.I .... .,.w.. .. '" ," ...... mbr, h.., .. 
c, •• """ I p.>>I. "'" ""II ., rl"<'l'ri­a'" ~~) ......... 1.1 t... ,I", Olh, s.-, -When ,ku N~'i<>N.Ii>' r",,· 
",pl,,,,-'<i ~ s"rl"mber b,· In '!e· 

l ...... dellC" D~'. ~nd 'he Labou, 
'.,Iy "'1'1",,,-<1,, ,,·,Ih KeFbli< 

o.w and sub5c'\f''''nlh w,lh 
F";"u,,, 0.)". ~:III",)· \\",nted 
waS 10 boool 'he l'0hU.,.1 rt-'" of 
'l!ei, """ ..... ·n"" d"",. \>. .. h 
Indel"-... ,Io",c Oa) ,r>J Fm..~ 
.10m D,,· . 0" .... "'" ;u:h><,,',· "". 
';on,1 «;""'l\Su, i , .... pecll"~ '" 
,ho' f"'lilx:a.I rt.....,.-Io: .;Ii."'-'<I ou, 
1<> lu.~ily d",,, import,,,,,"'. Th;, 
"'rl""" wll)· RerubUc O.w 10 
be,n\: ,·3,,,,.rke<l •• "bka' • 
",,"lu.1 ""1;.,,,,,1 day. BUll"l. 
10 lhe Ie.,., <>111", l'resid,-,,' "",I 
""I ,he rrime Mln~", .. 1 
M"II~. 

M,,,IOU '00 l'f<"OIi'Iiot..J 8 s.y. 
,,,,,,1>.: .. a. tho d~IC ,~ ".1"'-....... 
''''' "",ba\ lor. b<:lw ...... 1971 on.! 
19N. I>< r-cln,w,lu l.-d it .,. M>IIO·. 
"" .. "",.1 d",'. hili"'""""". hII , .• 
Ins It.: """1Cf "...-.ch muluel 
,>&" "-,,,""'1 ,," """ n'''o...,1 dole 
"""Id b<: (I( G"'" ~mfic.1'OI-' 10\ 
011 ji""" il "",,101 hd~ ",mf""", 

II", r<>!ri .... 1 H~u'" '" Ih.l ' ,"me 
MUMSt<'t". ;m(\. /,... on<'<'. ,he f'l;­
U'" '" lhe I>,;"", /1-1",1$1 .... l'WIJ 
"'"' to: "" ..... 1.1.'11 "ith the ) ... .w 
","., poIrtkal "'~. but. wilh II.., 
","II;"". 


