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P 1 P 2 M6-M7  G 

N of counts 51 49 20 19 

N of species 1 3 4 4 

total N of medusae 97 34 351 58 

most common species (Nsp/Ntot) A (4/4) A (6/9) A (7/13) Rp (5/8) 

 

METHOD:

Visual censuses of jellyfish abundance were 

carried out weekly along three shoreline 

transects and bi-monthly/monthly along an 

offshore transect in the Gulf of Trieste, the 

northern Adriatic Sea (nAd). Visual counting 

was performed from the shore by walking along 

the same track of fixed distance in calm 

weather at the time of the predicted high tide. 

An observer identified and counted jellyfish 

along the offshore transect using the same 

procedure as for coastal transects.

CONCLUSION: 

Observations differ between transects. The offshore count gave higher medusae 

abundances as well as higher frequency of observations than any of the onshore 

counts.

II. Coastal visual count of jellyfish
Table 1 Visual count of jellyfish at 3 onshore (P1, P2 and G) and one offshore (M6–M7) transect. A–Aurelia aurita s.l., Rp–

Rhizostoma pulmo; N–number

Fig. 5 Location of transects in the Gulf of Trieste, northern

Adriatic Sea

I. Distribution and Phenology
MATERIALS & METHODS

Distribution and phenology of Scyphomedusae 

in the Mediterranean Sea were determined from 

published data combined with our own 

observations/monitoring, fishery and regional 

agency monitorings and from evaluated news 

reports and citizen science applications.
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CONCLUSIONS:

Our results revealed intra- and inter-species variations in 

phenology across the basins of the Mediterranean Sea. The intra-

species variation detected for Aurelia and R. pulmo medusae 

populations occur mostly in the enclosed or semi enclosed areas, 

such as marine lakes and lagoons, possibly due to the adaptations 

to local environmental conditions. In contrast, P. noctiluca may be 

present throughout the year across the Mediterranean Sea, even 

in the nAd where it is a non–resident species. Nevertheless, timing 

of the reproduction period of P. noctiluca seems to differ locally. 
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Fig. 1 Spatial distribution of Aurelia aurita s.l. in the Mediterranean Sea

Fig. 2 Spatial distribution of Pelagia noctiluca in the Mediterranean Sea

Fig. 4 Spatial distribution of Rhopilema nomadica in the Mediterranean Sea

Fig. 3 Spatial distribution of Rhizostoma pulmoin the Mediterranean Sea
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