
The ability to write up research in a paper that can withstand peer-
review is a crucial and critical requisite for all academics, not only to 
disseminate their work, but also to further their careers. The skills 
required are manifold and are usually acquired piecemeal. WASP 
(Write a Scientific Paper) is an intensive and comprehensive 3-day 
course that covers all requisite paper-writing skills. 

Core subjects include: literature appraisal, proposals, ethics 
and data protection, seeking materials for publication, preparing 
a compelling abstract, an attractive poster and a captivating 
presentation, how to lay out a paper, which journals to target (and 
why), editors’ viewpoints, tackling editors, the difference between a 
paper and a thesis, and statistics. Almost a third of WASP includes 
statistical analysis using the familiar Microsoft Excel environment. 
The WASP faculty comprises experienced researchers and journal 
editors. WASP’s purpose is to impart the lecturers’ collective 
experience to the delegates in this crucial aspect of career progress.

WASP courses include soft copies of all talks, all papers 
discussed as examples, all spreadsheets including actual data 
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used in published papers, as well as spreadsheets that extend 
Excel’s native capabilities. WASP also has a half day of statistics 
exercises using Microsoft Excel. The author is well suited to 
impart the statistics lectures, having co-written the statistics 
chapter in The Science of Paediatrics: MRCPCH Mastercourse.1 

WASP has been held in Malta almost annually since 2010. 
After each iteration, feedback has been used for fine-tuning 
WASP. The course was held in London, for the first time, at the 
Royal	College	of	Paediatrics	and	Child	Health	at	the	end	of	
January	2017.	This	is	a	unique	course	worldwide	and	feedback	
has been excellent (table 1). The modus operandi for WASP has 
also been published.2 

This event is suitable for all individuals in the sciences field 
who wish to enhance their paper writing skills by acquiring 
sound competences in academic writing. WASP will once again 
be held in Malta (2-4/10/2017) and in London (23-25/10/2017). 
The WASP faculty looks forward to meeting you. Registration is 
available at www.ithams.com/wasp. 
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