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Planningr tOl~ job creation 
E' ":": I CONpMlq.ilctiVit~ 

land 'and pi'opbrty as 
~.. . such :variol,1s economic sec­

! tors interact with the 
ning~system on a lCUIHIUUU'J:' 

Promoting 
as a means 

cI~rly a' 
impact intlill~fri,,1 

, TIle internc'lion 
activity and 
requires analysis to II ncrcased 
economic 'without unduly 
compromising the environment. 

For this reason. the Chamber of 
ArchitecU! and Civil Engineers will in 
the coming weeks organi5C a confer­
ence on "Planning for Job Creation", 

When discussing 'the planning sys­
tem, it is useful 10 distinguish belween 
two elements, FJrsily, policy docu­
ments provide a framework within 
which decisions on planning applica­
tions are taken, 

The most important of these docu­
ments is the Structurc Plan which is 
prepare(r:by the PI~llni!lg,Authority 
(PA) and sub~equehtly approved, by 
Parliament ' ~ : 

Land-use pOlicy documenl~ should 
reflect government policy, not on 
matters relating to land use, bill also on 
other sectors, The Structure Plan is to 

and Gozo some of the more sought­
after estates are now full to capaCity. 

There is alSo a significant number of 
small industries with a few pmnlfl'vp,·~ 
providing prQducts and'services to 
19Cal market, (carpenters, 
panel beaters. and so on), , 

Inappropriate location ofi these 
industries in residential' areas often 
give rise to complaints, TI)e demand 
for sites for small industries from 
residential arbs has risen "'o"""~'" 
Iy, 

Limited public land for small,indus­
tries is available in Ricasoli and Hal 
Far industrial estates, There is also 
vate land fot in Mriehel 
land available for and ae1tell)O-
ment is limited, 
,'The 

recently will ,be over 
ing years with a number major 
developments particularlY,Portomaso 
and Manocl Island, Conversion of resi­
dential units to small offices r~mains 
cOInmioniplu'qe normally in or close to a 

i 'I' 
retailing are also ;chang-

with supermarkets and' 
~""PP"'b ceptres being developed in: 

and Gozo. ' I . , , ' ' 

be reviewed in the coming two C 
The second aspect of the has 

system is the organisational,>, smaller 
which operates il. A number of boards although n{'r,e,,~.·tl shopping 
(PA, Development: Control Com- provides new opportunities. ' 
mission. Heritage Advisory Com- " Tourism I provides a sub~tanlial 
mittee. Plan' , Com-. ,inWard flo!", of finance into Ihe 
mitlee, Users ani:! Planning, 'M~!tese~economyj suitable 
Appeals) eir own '~ites' for' nbw hotels, in con;lmitted 
sibility as by relevant urban:ru:easj may be difficult Whereas 
lion. ' '\lew hotel SRhstruction outside urban 
Th~ . ~d. 1;~reas,:w!ll;f~~I!!l in further :1058

1 

of 
tcchmcal It Its ' .' cOUntrysldeW':"':I', ; , i 
obligations. The way the OIganisation i The level, of· tourism hctivi!y 
and ,the various I ;boards , depends.~on! the entire product 
impinges on the finlll ,including the of towns' 
~rvice provided to 'the client. and villageS, the ,and the; 
I Of particular' si'gniflcance, is the! ,. 

interpretation of the various policy' In this respect, the pla:nfl,ing 
documents by the I' boards 'and the has a vitallrole'to' 
organisation, ! I !. I i against" .. ' 
, 'The page of the Structure 'could 

Plan a usefu I list of sectors ;" Moreov~r, de\lek,prriei}t initi .. livp<£ 

to varying degrees effect job . taken within 
J I :Struclure p,lan .Iocal 

~IThe a ters 011 Commerce and iprovide fo~ a more 
I~dl~~~yl rul~:Totmsm"and Recreation ~prixluct. 
are of particul~ signifid.n~e \vhile, :j~m,.eisure fucilitieS are an:i~legml part 
AgriculturelFishel-i,es, Mineral~ and, ':p~~ t~~t prodpcf ~:a:mo~ varied 
Transport ~ also televant, albeit to a, choll:e pro~ides.for a.mo~ ple,asurablt) 
lesser degreei I Iii I I,' : istay m i1tese isJanqs. 

ManufactJring industry has main- "This is generally rei:ogniseO by' tM 
tained its relev3nbe 10 the :national s~stem rujd there ha~e been ~ 1 

economy. Most )ndUSlries located of lnnovativ~ develoPlTIents in, 
in MJJG.runjndustrial Malta ·i'recenl years. 

! .!. I . 

may be instances, however, 
the environmental cost bta 

lcisu~-relatoo gev~lopme~t propo~l 'is. 
copsldere<j exc~slve and ,the prop()sill 
Is tejecled~ 

This is 'more likely id 
coastal areas where i'ssu'e$ i'm''''l'.I-n;r'tJ 

ecology und Io.r public access 
dominant. 1 

Historic buildings: village 
archaeological sites provide an 
which distinguishes theseii~ll\nds 
other Mediterranean' resorts, 

analysis of isslies rclat­
is also required, The 

areus immediately come to 
are Coltonera and Gozo, 

job opportunities, in 
CoHonem is widely considered as a 
means for regenerating an area which 

, suffered from continuous decline 
over the years, The Cotton era waler-

, front project is:m step in the 
regeneration process, 

scope for beu~r use of these resources B u small island dependent 
to improve the tourist product. i '.' on another small island, Gozo 
, Preservation is n91' enbugh: Reuse ....... ', is' at the fringe of economic 
'compatible 'with" the hist~ric structUre activity, The island's main asset in re­
'is requin!d to bredlhe In new ~life! ,. lulion to job creation is its environment 
Many'mlsiakes in thd past, ha~e 'and the perception that il is greener and 
compromised our 'coudtryside; and' ,more attractive than Malta, 
coosl and underminel:l'the!lyiSual altrac- .' I. Large number of visitors generate 
'lion islands,! ,I .' " Ii, 'economic, activity on which many 

!Abando Ids'are detrimental' to small businesses (catering. retail, small 
'the visual .o( ourl¢ounkY,side" ,industries and food 
Rubble \~al n6t prb~tI9: ! ',depend, Generating economic 
mined and rainfalls wiisn ,:"!inIGozo reduces the island's 
increasing bfsoil, ,l A' I : "dence .and' 

, !Agricultural actiyit)i IS useful. Iiot:h~hhier economy, 
. only to deate jobs aria provide prod- j: system has 
ucl for the local market, ,but also to ' and 

Ol,lf countryside!' , '!. I ,': : many lessons can be the 
Innovative tecliniqties in agri- ,experience useful lessons both for 

p'fOvlde for: intieased' pro- ' the forthcoming Structure Plan review 
duction !!hit helps dreatd jobs: On the 1 and the planned refonns to the PA. 
other han(J g~hho~seS dl;d the use of· , . ,On the one hand, the planning sys-
plastic dn. fields ~re I~ecomirlg 'an 'iem to be more receptive to the 
increa,si~gIYI cOQ1I)Wh I~ight 'in the' : !' , 
nirallandscaJ?e. 
'I T.ranspptt i~ relevimt Jq ,busin9s: in II' 
number ,of \}'aysJMosl busin~?ses' 
depend or ~ood !led it whereby., 
clients' can [ViSit thel. prelrlisesi 
with'tJ1e ~inimuin russ'dnd'ex.Pehse.~1 i . 

1 A~Gess peperids [orii j' ~a}la~i11t~ of; , 
parking, ~\'Oximity t.o' p bile ~g<*; 
r6ut~,-pro;xiJhitY to lrQWrtant! f,:l qfJ' 
abti~ity ard ~affic ~ong~tion bn, n~-I : 
bt' roads, , By hdthtsslng ~ssible accqss'p'rob-! 
1 ms, thel

l' 
pJrulning Systelb proVide.~1 fdr

l 
the I,o~g ,efmj.vi~bility pf bUSin~t' 
!·On~the p.tfierl~~d, ,ai,the deve!? ' 

men! stage' parking reqprrements I -
pose an 'additional' cost which :could . 
effectJh~f;inanc,~ }:ia~i1\tY,{)~th,e'~~' 
jrl.: ' 
. This iaha 
tixhllllstivd. whose ' 
tb tklfu Ifr al 
~Iarl)lln ' 
~ccordi 

economic and social realities while 
due to environmen-

tal On the olher hand. 
there is a need 
of the planning system 
the business ('run"'""'hl 

at large, 
The function planning is 

not limited to the protection of the 
cnvironmcnt. Economic and social fac­
tors are important considerations and 
ultimately the planning system needs 
to strike a suitable balance, 

the importance of the forth­
f'fIllf"''Pnt'''_ "Planning for Job 

('-_ .. ,,;,.- being organised by the 
Chamber of Architects and Civil 

provide a useful <;nrml'lhnnrd 
for further discussion in the fnrlih",'m_ 

months, 

For conference ii1fonl1atiu/l, COlllact 
Ms Doris Spiteri, Chamber Secretary, 
011 telephone 378851. 

Tile views expressed ill tllis article. 
are solely the awilol's, 

101111 Ebejer, BE&A (Hons), MA 
(Planning), A&CE, MRTPI, was unti! 
recelll/y Unit Mallager. Local Plans 
Ullit, Plannillg Authority. He is cur· 
rently architect and plallning cOllsul­
tant with, Mallgioll & Mangioll, 
Partners, 

FOREGAO,\.!ND d~plCt's tHe SOU'lh 
wl~g of the Hliion hotel with the 
north marina basin on the left, . 
south bsshl' on' the rlghland !htf . 
fairway. to Inner bash1at lower right, 

• " ,A". , 

'C" . i ONSTRUCrI.ON, 
i' .' the ,Portqmas'<:, 
, .' contJllues 

and is 'on schedule 
50 pcI' cenlof the CO!lstruc.IJgrl:nP 
.completed. '," 
. Construction 

'wings of the 
while, 


