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Valletta evenings — A city alive

Bringing new li

......

by John Ebejer

THE COMING four weekends will
see renewed efforts to bring new life

t6 Valletta in the evenings. The Malta

Tontism- Authority tas: launched the
‘Vallgtta Evenings:.~ A A City, Alive’
initiative which brings tigether a rich

programme of leisure and cultural ~ [ F

activities,

Valletta’s potential for evening
leisure is significant. The capital is
home to Malta's three most important
cultural venues: the Manocel Theatre,
the Mediterranean Conference
Centre, and the Centre for Creativity.
. The cultwral programme offered by

Valletia is rich and varied. The city
now boasts new facilities, which
makes it more amenable to evening
leisure, namely the new cinema com-
plex and sevéral restaurants.

The new lighting of Republic
Street puts buildings (quite literally!)
in a new light and creates a new set-
ting which people can enjoy.

Revitalised evening activity in
Valletta will provide tourists with a
wider choice of evening leisure and
enhance the tourist experience. It will
also provide greater opportunities for
leisure for Maltese and for different
age groups. The initiative targets
Maltese so that the revitalisation will
be more self-sustaining in the long-
un,

A rich programme of activities is
being offered over four weekends.
Street music, entertainment and
bands will provide vitality, move-
ment and colour in the streets and
squares. Activities with a more popu-

lar appeal include a children’s comer,

ghana and Maltese food at the Upper
Barracca, and a display of old
motors.

Shops will open till 9 p.m. and
cafes, bars and restaurants will serve
patrons till late.

Music. Jovers will be spoilt for
choice, with no fewer than 15 con-
certs, performances and recitals over
the eight evenings. Classical music
features. most strongly but jazz and
band march music are also included.
Theatre also features in the pro-
gramme. .

Valletta’s rich historical and archi-
tectural legacy. is often not fully
appreciated. The programme there-

fore includes walking tours, exhibi-

tions, opening of historic buildings
and museums. Tour operators are
encouraged to organise Valletta night
tours for tourists.

The activities will take place on .-

‘Friday and Saturday evenings from
6.30 p.m. onwards from Apnl 20 to
May 12.

During the four weekends, on

Friday and Saturday after 6 p.m,, the

MCP car park mElc}ngna‘fmoffemn

reduced rates 6F°25 Corly A" frecf..

shuttle service will also be available. -

3 ispl
: f Chéral éonearts at St Jame

nghlxghts of events

Another activity being organised
by the MTA is the Valletta History
and Elegance Festival (tomorow to
April 22). This is a separate event,
most of which will be during daytim,
which will primarily target tourists.
Although different, both activities
capitalise on Valletta’s charm to pro-
vide a unique expedence for tourists
and Maltese,

The Malta Tourism Authority
could not have done it alone. The
Valletta council, Valletta Rehab-
ilitation Committee, Department of
Culture, and the Centre for Creativity
have provided support and are active-
ly contributing to the initiative.

The support of organisations rep-
resenting shopowners and business
interests in Valletta is also crucial,
The GRTU, the Republic Street
Business Commumty, and the
Merchants Street Business Com-
munity have expressed enthusiasm
for the idea and are also actively con-
tributing in the organisation.

These agencies are doing their bit

to revitalise Valletta in the evening.

1t’s now your tum — come and have 2
good time.

Mr Ebe;er ds chairman of the
organising commitiee of Valletta

Evenings — A City Alive
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