
TALKING POINT 

A place for peop" e 
Castil\r:; Plac~ in Valktla hilS lhe poLen­

ti81 tollC ()n~ of'the f1ne~t urban SpiKCS in 
Vallella. Jts currenl staL~ clocs nol do 
.iustic~ to the important buildings <1nd 
structures th8t sUlT(Jurlcl it. \I{IHlt are the 
issues th8l one woulclll<'ecl to consid('r in 
eln (,v('ntual H'cic'sign of tile pi,c\I,z<1? 

Currc'nlly, th c prc'clominClnl 11001' sur­
race is tal·m'IC. 11-; layout is dete nni'1C2cl by 
LllC' ncquirel11l'III .-; "I'th" motor , ' t,hici e 1l nci 
lwnce I.},'~ pre,;t.·nce of8 rtlUnd;lhnut. The 
needs of pedesl rians arc givpn vc,ry Inw 
priority wilh lillie space f(Jr people' in fmnt 
ot,'C':1stillc and alCing till' periphery "r'the 
p,aU;1 

Thi.~ C8n :11".1 siloulcllw r (' I'(:r ~ I'd The:' 
piill.Z<l n(·( ' d~ i o Ill! IT,clcsi gn~ ,] I'il'sl clnd 
I()remosl re,r 1I1(' nel 'ri s of Lh e p~opll ' . T lw 
pi,1Zza slHluld 11(' pecli.:sl r i. lnisc'd wi th tlw 
Dppropriall' use ufp,1Ving mall'rial and 
clesih'll. 'i'r,ll'ii c- Illlws sh"uld also b,' GtiC'n:od 
1'01' hut lhi.' crm il l' dOI1l' withouL having 
e xces sive' ~)r (l ; -! S oj" 1:al'n1;)C .. DC'sigJI ,llso 
n c cc s sil:rl.c .c , till' (~ onsidl'r<.ltion of'l'l'clcs­
trian Ilow,' :1('1'1), ,5 the piazza '111el the: vnr­
iOLlS entry and ('xil poinls for pedestrians. 

The piazw Om,l'" nurneTOU~ <Ind diverse 
views. The L\ulJ(~rgc de C8~till(' is <1 dOl11i­
n8nt building' rcfh'cling its political and 
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historic imp'lrtance. The redesign of the 
piazza need." to reinforce tile dOl11inance 
ofLlw auberg'" ,.'lei ,~!Inw for people to vj~w 
anci appreciate tiL, ll1,ikling from eliH~'l'ent 
parts uflhe piazz'l. O Chel:.ioi.nporlallt ,·ic:\V s 
,Il'£' those ofSt Jam ,"" Cavalier and t he 
SLock Exchange, ,,~ I'/c"11 ns outward \'iew~ 
from the pi,lzza of F 'ori a na 'mel Grand 
Harbour. The piaz z e; , -.; ;: el' ll I'l'om the 
approach road aile! bri ciL;c ;Gil'"lonw Cil~­
sr(r Avenu e ! <;() t s the s ee n:.' "" tel v; I,:rlunc 
lI'ill -.;C' ~ within lhr cit v . 

Design nful'han spa·ce ., ; "Cjui; ",.' r;lrerul 
consid e ration of~tl'c c i flll':l ituH' such CiS 

s('e(ting 21llcllight fittili g·.3 .1J~L:ilccI desigll 
and mdll'ri:1I.~ DC ~ lrecl furr,i l llre II' nuld 
n(,('d to be in h !C' ping with t he Spece 
w ilhin which lhe\' Rrr loca ted . TIlC're 
nl' c c1~ tn be:' more pUhlic seating ,,"ithin 
urban spac('~ ill ValleLLa. It woulel8ffnrd 
sh()pp~r or s ightseers 21 place to rest ancl 
within Castille Place to better appreciate 
the' full majesty of the Castille fdGade. 
Evening lighting of the piazza also needs 
carrr-ul design to ensure adequRte levels 

orlight while allowing for tlle appreciation 
of the various historic buildings. 

Two monuments within the piazza Rre 
part. of our collective memory and deci­
sions will need to be taken on whether to 
locate them in other piazza ", in ValletLa or 
integrate them into the r c -design of the 
piazza. The space adjoins a b21stion which 
in tum is palt of an extensive and cnmplex 
system of f()rtification~ SlllTOl11lrling the 
city. This too will n ee d to be Uiken onto 
account. 

Bec&usc ofthC' aubcl'g r" th(~ Sp 111: (~ i..,; pop­
l11ar with tou ri sl g l'llups . "Vith p8 n i21 1 or 
full peclestri8ni ~RL i()n nf the pi8 zz ;:. th e 
visitor's experience w ili be signii'ic a n tl y 
improveu. If ;ln y Lhing, perlcs LI'i8ni sCii i(ln 
will eliminate the.: c u rren t crowdin g " I 
tourist groups neal' Sir P8111 Botra mon u­
ment and in front o[·Castillo. The pi,lZZd 
is likely to become mLlch 1110re popular 
with I'isitors anci tOlll·i,;t~. Castille PL1CC' 
can ,md shou lcl become an important Mid i­
(ion to Malta's tourist product offer. 

In recent weeks, many strongly objected 
to the proposed r01110v81 of trees [-l'om 
Castille Square. Although trees nre illlpor­
tnnt, it is erroneOllS to discuss the issue of 
trees in isolation of the many other issues 

pertaining to this urban space. Tre('s pro­
viele sllade and reduce the glare in the hot 
summer months. On tlle ot.he1' hand, they 
can be eletrimental to important views of 
buildings or to open vistas. Moreover, the 
location ancllayout of tho trees need to be 
compatible with the oveT811 design. It is 
the design o['tlle pi,lZZC1 Ll1<lt should dl,tcr­
mine where trees, ifany, <Ire to be located 
<-mel not the nther WCl)' rouncl. 

It is unfortunate th,-It the quality of 
discussiol1 on Rrchitecture <lnd design in 
the printed media is porir; tho cli,~c1!~sion 
0n C ",,, l il l," P lelCl' is a Cclse in point. A pns­
iti'" in lt ia Lil c a imed ,It raising the:' lC'vel 
Ilfcii"L·u.c· ~ ir;n "n s rchit.C'cturl' i" that bein g, 
t a k C'll h\' lh e- Ch;1ll1111'rof A rchitccts. in Lhe 
form uf ; ~e rios ((f'Ldles hy renowned inler­
nat-ioll;;) Cll'chitl·c( s . 

\V" nl'cd more of such activities to r,'1i5C 
the le\'(,l or arch itec-tll;-''ll clebn te, 1'l,snlting 
hopefully in an incre~lscd desire by public 
ClDel privalr; investors for gnnd dC'sign nC 
buildings <111(1 spaces. lT ltim8tely, the 
quality or-our urban envi1'OnmenLc1epends 
on it. 

NIr EbejL'r' is iln Clrchitect and urban 
planner. 


