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Readers of this number will notice that this issue has been pub
lished by an editorial board appointed by the Publications Board 
of the University of Malta under the auspices of the Faculty of 
Education. Hence it is opportune to take the occasion to narrate 
the stoty behind the Journal of Maltese Studies so far. 

The Journal of Maltese Studies came into being as an extra
curricular activity of the Chair of Maltese and Oriental Studies at 
the then Royal University of Malta in 1961, then occupied by Pro
fessor J. Aquilina, RA., LL.D., Ph.D.(Lond.), F.R.A.S. Professor 
Aquilina not only established this Journal but he also edited its 
first ten numbers and obtained for it the international recognition 
of which it can now boast. 

Following Professor Aquilina's retirement on attaining super
annuation age, another three numbers have been edited: the first 
by Dr D. Massa B.A.CHons.), M.A.(Edin.) (Malta), Ph.D.(Edin.) who 
did so on behalf of the Faculty Bo ard of Arts, and the last two by 
Mgr. Professor K. Sant B.A., D.D., S.S.D., then Professor of Sac
red Scripture at the University, who at the time was also acting as 
Head of the Department of Maltese and of Semitic Studies. 

In recent years, the University has gone through a major up
heaval, in the course of which it was shorn of certain faculties and 
departments, principallY, as far as concerns us of the Departtnent 
of Maltese and of Semitic Studies. 

This however does not imply that the teaching of Maltese and of 
Semitic Studies has been terminated. 

The upheavals referred to saw the origin of the Faculty of Edu
cation and this has incorporated the teaching of many Arts sub
jects, which, until then, had been taught in terms of autonomous 
departments. 
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The teaching of Arts subjects, including that of Maltese and 
Arabic, has been carried on through the F acuIty of Education, 
which is seeking to impart not only a knowledge of the language 
taught but al so the pedagogy involved in the language taught. This 
indicated why the Editorial Board is constituted as it is. It is 
made up of all the lecturers of Maltese and Semitic subjects (basi
cally Arabic) in the Faculty, togeth er with the Head of the Faculty 
of Education, and, as Chairman, an outsider, who is also associa
ted with the Universiry, a leading poet in contemporary Maltese, 
who happens to be Chairman of the Academy of Maltese, the volun
tary organisation set up in 1921, which was responsible for the 
evolution of the current rules of orthography of the Maltese lan
guage. 

The Board includes also a specialist in the field of Maltese 
history, in view of the Publication Board's decision to broaden 
the field of the Journal of Maltese Studies to historical papers as 
well. 

The Editorial Board of the Journal of Maltese Studies decided to 
do so, in view of the stature which this Journal has acquired in 
its field, more specifically where there are points of contact be
tween Maltese linguistics and Maltese history. In special circum
stances, other papers on Maltese history will also be considered 
for publication. 

The Editorial Board looks forward towards carrying on the trad
ition which the Journal of Maltese Studies has established, namely 
that of promoting sound scientific attitudes to the study of Maltese 
language and its literature. 

THE EDITOR 
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