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St. Alphonse Maria de Liguori

Dear Sir,
With reference to the article in Treasures of
Malta Christmas 2008 Edition on The Birgu
Painting of St. Alphonse Maria de Liguori, I
wish to make some observations.
According to the article in question the
painring of St. Alphonse Maria de Liguori
which once belonged to the Vicroriosa
resident Guzeppi Bonici, is definirely the
work of Antonic Zammir (1830-1890c¢).
This is confirmed by Achille Ferris in

Descrizione Srorica delle Chiese di Malta e
Gozo (pg 270), by Pierro Paclo Castagna

in Lis storia ta’ Malta bil Gzejer Tabha (Vol.
1 Parc 2 pg 232) by the lare Emmanuel
Fiorentino in his book /-Pittura F'Malta
fis-Sekly dsatax {pg 93) and finally by
Guzeppi Theumain his book L-4r# fil-
Knejjes minn Mitt Piteur Malri (pg 214).
Antonio Zammir hailed from Cospicua and
was trained under Tommaso Madiona. Ir
is surcly not the work of a Flernish arrist or
the work of a foreign artist as the auchor has
mentioned in the article.

The author also mentions a painting
depicting The Mystic Marriage of St.
Catherine in St, Cacherine’s Chapel in Sc.
Lawrence parish church which he attribured
o Mactia Preri. May I point oucagain thar
the painrting in question is a copy by Gian
Nicola Buhagiar after Annibale Carracei.
This is confirmed by Dr. Keith Seiberrasin
bis book L-Arti Barokka f "Malta (pg97).
The Martyrdom of St. Lawrence is the only
painting by Martia Preti to be found in St.
Lawrence parish church Vitrorjosa.

In conclusion may 1 congratulate the
author on an interesting article.

Arenc Deguara

From Simon Mercieca: [ wonld like to
thank My. Areno Deguara for bis intervest in
my article. Unfortunately, Achille Ferris and
Pietro Castagna had the bad habir of giving
Sfacts without accrediting rheir sources. Certain
errors were repeated and perpetuated with the
result that their ervors eventually ended up
being considered as historical trurhs. Netther
Castagna nor Ferris discuss the history of this
painting but telegraphically writes that it is the
wark of Antonio Zammit. This atrribuzion is
extremely interesting when orne considers that
it is being made by contemporaries, but there
is the risk that Ferris copied this information
from Castagna, as it was first published by
the latrer in his 865 edition in Volumme 3
at page 121. However and without entering
into the merits of Castagna’s contribution,
nor shedding doubts nbout his attribytion
regarding the anthorship af this particular
painting, it should be pointed out that both
his and Ferris’ book contain serious bistorical
errors including facts about contemporaneons
events. 1 he Curia documentation [ looked at
contained no information about the author of
this work. I concur with Mr. Deguara abour
whar be said regarding the painting of the
Marriage of Saint Catherine. This painting of
St. Alphonse was put on the altar dedicated to
St Catherine and this is attested by the Curia
documentation. Given the size of the present
painting, this means that this painting had
served for a short time as 2 sotto quadro’ on
this altar.
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