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18 LETTERS 

Giuseppe.Preziosi· 
From Dr Simon Mercieca, sought to employ. for his COffi­

director, Mediterranean Institute, mercial enaeavours. 
Universily of Malta. Moreover, Giuseppe was !lot 
THE well-researched article on the sole member of the Preziosis 
Giuseppe Preziosi by Dr John tq settle in Malta.,.The parish 
Attard Montalto (Tl1e Sunday registers indicate'at least another 
Times, March 28) sought to give member of the Preziosi family to 
an identity to an 18th century up- . have taken up residence here. He 
Slart, who found his fortune out-' is Geronimo Preziosi who-settled" 
side his native Corsica. in Malta around 1735. He is 

Preziosi was not the sole recorded in the marriage registers 
Corsican to make -headway of Senglea to be from Corsica 
abroad. He was one of the.many and without doubt he was a close 
Corsicans who had left his native relative of Giuseppe's. 
land to seek his luck in military As indicated in the opening of 
enterprises. If, for one moment, this letter, Giuseppe Preziosi was 
one has to put aside 'the figure of part of a larger movement involv­
Napoleon B.onaparte, Giuseppe ing other Corsicans' who had 
was perhaps one of the most suc- s'ought.a livelihood 'in the ser­
cessful 18th century Corsican mi- vices of foreign armies and for­
grants. Malta had served all . eigh powers. In Malta, as.iIlus­
through the 18th century as an ttated by Dr Attard M.ontalto, 
important base for the'inilitary Preziosi falls perfectly well in 
exploits of a number of Corsican this paradigm as he was strongly 
corsairs, some of whom had even active in international politics. 
decided to seule· here. Of interest is the' fact that this 

However, the research of for- chapter of Corsican migration to 
cign settlers in Malta presents a Malta was closed with the arrival 
challenge to any researcher, as of the French Republican Army 
the latter has to overcome a num- in 1798. 
ber of problems. Information on The stories -'of another impor­
migrants is sparse as it is to be tant Corsican fam'j(y, the De 
found in different archives_,. Natale, and·,in particular their' 
Giuseppe PreziosiJrills under this half-brother Gugliell1l.Q, Lorei'lzi, 
categor.y. Fortunately, enough " are intimately linked with the his­
information regarding this indi-' tory of French interest both in 
vidmiJ has survived which can, Malta and Corsica. The story of 
help the researcher to'reconstruct ~: .. L01;enzi, in particular'his involve-. 
his life and also to furnJsh:' ment ,against the besieged French 
answers to some of the g;ograph- -, forces, is well known. 
ical questions, put forward by Dr The family story of Lorenzi's 
Attard Montalto in his article. half~brothers 'and that of De In fact, as stated by Dr Attard Natale"s, familY is less kno'Yn:, 
Montalto, Giuseppe Preziosi was Like the' - Preziosis,;, the De 
born in Corsica. He was the son Natales also sought to. give their 
of Geronimo Preziosi and Maria services to foreign powers, and in 
Bianca and was born around return they 'sought to help their 
1674. Moreover, as stated by Dr .. island of Corsica get its indepen­
Attard Montalto, GiiJseppe was dence from' Genoese rule. 
married thrice. At least the last However, their genuine_ efforts 
two marriages are well docu- had been put astray by French 
mented and were with well-estab- diplomacy. and preponderance. 
Jished families.. The Maltese Incidentally, unlike Dc Natale, 
archives give an identity to all his it does not seem that Preziosi was 
three wives. . involved in the struggle conduct-

Not much information has sur- ed by their Corsican compatriot 
vived on Preziosi's first marriage P:;tsquale Paoli in favour of their 
except that his first wife was _ island against Genoa. The fact 
Flora. His second marriage was that the Preziosi fahiily had good 
with Maria, daughter of Giovanni relations with' Grand Master 
Battista Olivier and'_ Imperia,:, Pinto did 'not suffice to 'involve 
MensionaL The marriage took" them'in the diplomatic entangle-. 
place in Malta on June 6, 1705. ments in which Pinto got 
Maria died' six years later, -on' involved in. relation'to the future 
June 1,. 1711. -It was Maria's' of-Corsica. Perhaps' Preziosi was 
death which seems to have too old and detached from his 
encouraged Preziosi to take the native isJand:s politics to involve 
final decision' leave the island himself in this story'. 
and undertake the expedition in This information has been 
favour of the Duke of Tuscany. based on research I have under-

On July 4, 1714 he married taken in connection with the· 
Rosalia, daughter of Dr Giovanni writing of -a number of entries 
Francesco Buonamico and" for the Dicliohary qf Corsic<w 
Ursola. The bride's father had History, currentJy being prepared 
been one of the established s'ur- and edited by'Professor.Limrent 
geons on the island and the son Serpentini: The article was main­
or a French migrant, who was ly drawn up on the database of 
also a surgeon, from Nantes in Maltese families which is being 
France. Giovanni" Francesco's constructed by the Department of 
father was also named Francesco. 'History at the University of 

By the time Ursola got mar- Malta with the help of Paris IV­
ried, Giovanni' Francesco-_had : University. _ 
already passed away but his . 
daughter was still able to bring a 
fabulous dowry, which Preziosi 

. S. MERCIECA 
Msida. 
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SaveBriffa'sworksatN adur 
From Mr Mark Sagona, BA (Hons.), MA many parts, especially in the dome, crevices are gaping 

THE CHURCH of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the cen~ open and the walls and roofs are in dire need o( plaster~ 
tre of Nadur is perhaps one of the least kn.own.of our ing and protective agents.,With every downpour, water 
churches. It 'is, however, embellished with some inter- is-seeping through in abundant quantities. Indeed, if the 
esting works of art. These include paintjngs by Lazzaro . situation is left to rot in this way, ,not only the interior 
Pisani (1854-1932). But the most notable artistic inter- paintings will be lost; the entire structure may be in dan­
vention is the painterly decoration of the entire ceiling" gel' of collapsing, 
produced in the mid-20th century by Joseph Briffa The reason behind this seems to be the fact that the 
(1901-1987), one of Malta's most gifted artists. church is privately owned. Apparently, the owners have 

'Entering the church, one becomes aware of scaffold- little- interest in preserving Briffa's ceiling decoration. 
ing up in the nave and in the dome. Many will think that In the present situation, the Nadur parish, the Nadur 
there are ongoing restoration works. On the contrary! council and the Gozo diocese could, in some way, con­
The scaffolds have been there foryears now - intended tribute tQ the preservation of this church. Not many 
not for the-safeguarding of the works of art but to avoid churches can boa8t of works by this important artist. 
falling pieces from the ceiling hitting the congregatiol1! Unless one wants to 'see yet 'another work of art liter-

From what can be made out from beneath, the nave· .ally crumbling down, urgent restoration needs to be 
ceiling is in a most heartbreaking and pitiful state. Water undertaken. The loss of Briffa's works would be another 
has been seeping through the roof for a long time. As a blow to the national heritage and to Goze's patrimony in 
result, the pigment of the pi.ctol'iat deeotati.an is being ... particular; The list of lost heritage in 'Gozo, especially 
eaten 'away and Briffa'g figures are being gradually in recent years, is long enough. It is only our duty and 
obliterated. In other places, the canvas has detached it- responsibility to preserve what has been handed down 
self from the ceiling. Half of the central painting, for to us for future generations. 

. example, is just dangling down! One can only wonder I hope that these comments will eventually bring back 
what the scaffolding of the dome is hiding from the Briffa's works at Nadur to their pristine glory, thereby 
spectator's view. It i~ only increp,ible how biuer fate has also doing justice to the oeuvre of an artist who needs 10. 
been in the regards of Briffa's works. be much ,better appreciated. 

Seen from the outside, it is evident this is a result of 
the neglect that governs the fabric of the church.· In 

M . .sAGONA 
Victoria, Gozo. 

Unrecognised 
talent 

From Ms Michelle. Castellclli, 
musician . , 
IS Malta's -accession to the Euro­
pean Union something which is 
going to be celebrated by all? I have 
my doubts, even though -I was' a 
keen' activist (like IUany other 
artists). .'. 

I would like· Lo know how the, 
concerts and festivities were or­
ganised. I think that this should. have 
been' a feast to be enjoyed by all 
those who, in one way or another, 
could have participated. , 

Celebrating the-new millennium 
was a great feast for the entire" world 
- and invitations were out for all 

Missing sword from Victory monument 
'From'Mr AIJthony Farlllgia . 

ABOUT a year ago the restoration 
of the Victory monument in 
Vittoriosa was completed. It was 
professionally restored lo its orig­
inal stale and I find no difficulty in 
repeating wh<,1t many people said, 
namely that it was a jQb well done. 

However it seems that it was de­
cided that the metal sword in the 
statue's right,h?-nd would. not be 
replaced. . 

I have no doubt that this decision 
was taken because the metal· will 
eventually be corroded and will 
damage the statue. On the other 
hand the, sword is part of the monu­
ment and I am sure that a non-cor-

rosive metal can be used .for thc 
sword. 

This might be a small detail but 
together with the shield bearing the 
coat-of--arms of Grand Master 
Perellos on the left arlll would give 
this Victory monurri"ent a more cor­
rect meaning. 

I ·take this opportunity to en­
courage the authorities concerned 
to restore the other monument. in 
Victory square which, although 
erected in J 883 - that is, 183 years 
after the Victory monument - has 
a great 'artistic value, and a epic 
style in fashion at the time. . 

A.; FARRUGIA 
Siggiewi. 

who wanted to take part in the fcs- . ' Ct' 
tivities heItHn-Mab:.:--I·iloV",' ask _ orrec IOl)S 
why was this celebration treated dif· 
ferently and lithited to a "chosen" 
few? What criterion was used for 
this cboice? 

I am going to be involved in a 
small way, as are a few of my 
friends in oUler activities - so this is 
by no means a ca~e of sour grapes, 
as some might think. However, I aI.ll ' 
utterly dis,!-ppointed because there is 
a lot of Maltese talent which is 
being unrecognised and/or discard­
ed. I think that it's unfair, especially 
when some Maltese artists have 
been asked by other countries to 
take part in the celebrations for tbeir 
accession illto the EU! . 

I have discussed this with many 
and I am sure that I am writing on 
the behalf of quite a few artists as 

'well as groups (of various genres) 
who would have loved to take part, 
in something of such national irry­
portance, It hurts to feel Ief~ out, 
especially when you yourself would 
have given so much to your country, 
culturally - as, well as in Ule,"fight" 
to join the EU. 

I sincerely hope someone can 
answer my query - ahd that it-~w,ill' 
not go unnoticed (as often happens). 

M. CASTELLETTI 
Ta' Xbiex. 

IN Mona Farrugia's article "Someone Else but slill herselF' (April 18) 
details· should read: Producer: Howard Keith, co-producer: Paul Zammit 
Cutajar, artist mUilagement:,Bridge Productions. Bridge Productions would 
also like to clarify that "It was also stated in Ira's thank you list on the CD 
that in Howard Keith, Ira 'found a friend, .an inspiration and a mentor'." 

THE e-mail address of Professor Rei Shiratori, the Maltese' consul-general in 
Tokyo, given in Edward Sammut's at1icle, carried last Sunday, should read: 
rei ipsj@md.meshnejp . 

Department of Inland Revenue 

rnrn am 30th April 2004 
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