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In this work, Salvatore Bono tries to adopt
a holistic approach to the Mediterranean
world, recounting its history from the
premondial until modern times to move
on to discuss how contemporary
European politics is effecting this region.
He undertakes the task to outline the
geopolitical contours of the Mediter-
ranean; a sea, Bono notes that could not
exist without the Black Sea that through
its rivers, in particular the Danube, in-
directly supplies the Mediterranean with
water thus compensating for the high
evaporation that takes place.

From the first chapter, Bono sets the
Ariadne thread to his entire work; the
Mediterranean world is a world of con-
trasts. It is a world depicted bright in
colours. a world full of light. At the same
time, it is a world where man has 10
battle against the elements: a world
stricken by earthquakes. where seasonal
heavy rains cause more harm than good.
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Bono follows Braudel's reasoning that
the islands are an isolated world but also
observes that, nowadays, practically all
the Mediterranean Islands are part of the
European world. The sense of isolation
that was ornce experienced by the Mediter-
ranean islands is a phenomenon being
experienced by a contemporary European
culture. Since the Euro-Mediterraenan
zone has now been extended with the
recent enlargement of the EU by includ-
ing Poland and the Baltic States, Bono
pleads for a political extension of the
Mediterranean and sees no harm that the
Southern zone is extended to countries
such as Iraq if not Iran. Europe’s culture
stands to gain from such expansion.

Bono refers to demography in support
of his claims. Originally, it was thought
that the Mediterranean was a region of
demographic contrast between the
Mediterranean North and the Mediter-
ranean South. This is only partially true.
The South is now more populated than
the North. Bono acknowledges that in
recent times, the South too began to ex-
perience a decrease in birth rate. More
importantly, recent demographic studies
conducted by Pierre Chaunu and Jacques
Renard, in their book La Femme et Dieu,
have convincingly shown that even the
Southern part of the Mediterranean has
entered what in demography is called ‘the
demographic transition’, that is when a
population begins to operate methods of
birth control, which leads to a slow
decrease in the fertility rate. Europe is
already seeing the first results of such
methods. Migration to the Northern
Mediterranean coasts are no longer
dominated by people from North Africa.
as was the case up 10 ien years ago, but
mostly by migrants hailing from Central
Africa and Western Asia.

In chapter 3, Bono delves into his
field of specialisation which is the history
of corsairing and emphasizes the semantic
difference between the word corsair and
pirate. Both sides had their seamen and
soldiers who were ready to risk their life
fighting against the enemy of the faith.
For this reason both Christian and Muslim
corsairs were considered heroes in their
respective countries. Bono details the
world of slavery in the Mediterranean
during early modern times where slaves
were the resultof corsairing on both sides.
Most of the slaves captured in the Muslim
world were held to ransom. The use of
slaves as oarsmen was of secondary
importance. Bono calculates that between
the sixteenth and the eighteenth century
some 4 to 5 million individuals were
captured and made slaves throughout the
Mediterranean. This is a global figure
comprising both the Christian and Muslim
worlds. Slavery expresses anearly modern
form of integration: they or their children
were eventually absorbed by the receiving
society.

However, slavery in the Mediter-
ranean was not only subject to religion;
black people were also subjected to
slavery. a system that continued in the
Muslim world up to the early twentieth
century. Also Orthodox and Jews were
captured and made slaves by both
European Catholics and the Turkish and
North African Regencies. Yet Bono
rightly insists that a distinction should be
made between Mediterranean slavery and
the Black slave trade to America. The
first were slaves who during captivity
were held in a world which was similar
10 their own. These slaves were allowed
to practise their religion and in the big
cities they had their own religious centres.
Moreover, since they stood a chance of
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being ransomed there was always that
spark of hope of one day returning back
home. In the case of the black slaves, the
trade routes from Africa to America
represented an exodus for which there
was 1o hope of ever returning to their
home land. Besides, slaves on both sides
of the Mediterranean could be set free
during the innumerable battles that took
place between the Cross and the Crescent
or when. sometimes. both sides
exchanged slaves. Some slaves were
fortunate enough to escape and succeeded
in returning back home.

The other chapters represent an attempt
to analyse the contemporary period.
Chapter IV is a short history of the Medi-
terranean from Napoleon’s expedition to
Egypt up to the debacle of the Second
World War. It covers the history of the
European Colonisation of North Africa
and particular attention is paid by Bono to
the Italian colonisation of Libya.

The North African post-colonial
period is dealt with in Chapter V. Here the
chapter opens with the movement for
independence. passing on to discuss the
decolonisation period and concludes with
the different attempts at creating a
Mediterranean partnership between the
Northern and the Southern countries of
the Mediterranean.

The last three chapters are dedicated
tothe author’s views on how he envisages
the future of the Mediterranean. In read-
ing lhese chapters. Bono clearly reveals
his total love for this region and he is
sincere in wishing it well. But here lies
Bono’s dichotomy. As a young boy, who
has fallen in love with an ideal. he is not
prepared to accept that such an ideal is
destined to remuin an ideal with only a
marginal chance of everbecoming reality.
But us atl men of principle. he is not ready
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to trade his ideals.

Chapter V1is about ideas and images
of the Mediterranean where he speaks
about poetry and other literary aspecis
related to the Mediterranean. He explains
that the modern image of the Mediter-
ranean as a place for leisure, bikinis ang
sun bathing has its origins in the Grand
Tour, Slowly, the Mediterranean has been
reinvented into a new region that has been
turned into a basin for tourism. Ironically
enough., Bono observes that while the
Mediterranean was being marginalised
and losing its political focus in respect of
Europe, at the same time, it began to be
mythicised. Here, he is expressing the
same line of thought as David Abulafia’s,
who also qualified the present-day
Mediterranean World as a unique basin
for tourism, creating a focus whereby all
the countries. including Libya. Bono
observes, are seeking to become
participants in this market,

But, in this modem Mediterranean,
there are aspects of identity which Bonois
not ready to accept. He disagrees with the
concept that the Mediterranaen identity is
Christian or Roman centric and is more
than willing to accept Islam as part of this
bigger Mediterranean identity. even
though Islam was asixth century intruder.
In itself. this represents an element of
controversy and for this reason challenges
Duby sascertion that the end of a Mediter-
ranean Unity came about with the advent
of Islam.

In chapter VII. Bono expresses the
need for the publication of'a holistic history
of the Mediterranean. This is a project
which is dear to Bono. He also gives his
views as 1o how this project should be
tackled. He helieves that the people of this
sea have lived a shared history and there is
need that this history be told.



Unfortunately. the peoples of the
Mediterranean do not seem to have been
so keen to record their history. The first
history of the Mediterranean was written
by German scholars. Bono remarks that
Mediterranean history tends to focus on
the study of politico-diplomatic relations
and considers this rather frustrating as it
allows very little space for the study of
intellectual, cultural and economic aspects.
Such lacunae indicate the need for a
historiography of the Mediterranean. Bono
himself wants to set the example. He is
rather critical of the Enciclopedia del
Mediterraneo of Jaca Book of Milan. He
completely disagrees withitsraison d’etre.
He does not think that it is correct 10
associate the history of the Mediterranean
with the concept of an encyclopaedia.

Finally, Bono overviews the current
situation, in particular a number of
European initiatives vis-a-vis the Mediter-
ranean. The Barcelona Process heads the
debate. Bono maintains that the cultural
initiatives, as a result of this political
process, have not produced the expected
results. Within this political scenario,
Bono remarks that in the 90s, the concept
of frontierland began to be used in relation-
ship to the Mediterranean but at the same
time the concept of a Mediterranean World
continued to 1ake root.

Bono believes that there is room fora
third option, the existence of “Un’Altro
Mediterraneo’. The creation of a United
Europe is slowly bringing about changes
in the geographical and political context
of Europe. Independent states that have
joined Europe are siowly being conceived
as regions of a larger Europe. Bono
believes that there is room for all the
Mediterranean within this new geo-
graphical concept. Atthe same time. he is
also at loggerheads with the concept of a

EuroMediterranean world, since he feels
that the ‘European’ componentisreceiving
an advantageous qualification.

In the same polemical vein, he dis-
agrees with Huntingon’s theory since, as
he rightly points out, it does not leave
much space for the Jewish perspective
that is neither Christian nor Islamic. At
the same time. he maintains that one can
rightly speak of the entire Mediterranean
having Christian roots as this faith spread
across this region as well as the North
African countries that can boast to have
given Christian philosophers, such as Saint
Augustine or Tertullian; men who have
helped form the European world. In itself,
such an assertion contradicts his previous
affirmation whereby he denies a Roman
centric Mediterranean identity.

A final comment should go to the
language used in this book. Avoiding a
pedantic style, Bono writes in an easy and
flowing Italian, making you take the book
in your hands and urging you not to put it
down before having finished reading it.

All in all. this book is not only an
interesting read but it also provides the
student with a good summary of the history
of the Mediterranean that extends from
pre-historic times to today. Definitely, this
is not the Jast book on the subject and I am
sure that this had never crossed the au-
thor's mind. It is 2 book that confirms that
one can still continue to speak about this
area and dream of a better future by seek-
ing not to repeat the mistakes of the past. It
shouid not be forgotten that the people of
this sea share a common history; that of
always having lived in an atmosphere of
fear and conflict but also of integration.

Simon Mercieca
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