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1764, March 5: Binh of MicheJe Antonio V~salJo , Parish Archives; hbbug, Mo/fa. LitMr 
BapfiZtlforum, Vol. VII. p 161. 
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Fr. Joseph Calleja (1741 - 1798) , Professor of Arabic, appointed by 
Propaganda Fide at its school in Malta. Vassalli won a prize for Al1Ibic at 
this school. 
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Pelition by Gaetano Mifsud, VassaJ.li's step-father. ~riSO";i~ not ~= 
his debts in lime, He requested 10 stay ou~ of his ceU o~mg 10 1 , , .. 
was granted. Archives a/the Enquisition (Malta), &glSlnml Actonml ClVIlnon, 
E, /2JJr . 



; t._ 

Vassalli assigned a small I poter aver la I _ P ()( oC land, ''Ta' GJtarram" 
Vol. 8, f J.,;...~ncale tonsura e promoversi a Ii ordini'~::: O~~iS sac~ed patrimony "per ona Archllles, Vafl~tra, R21 , 
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1788 - 1789: Vassa1li studied Theology, Philosophy and Orienlal Languages at La Sapienza (Rome) during the academic years 1788-89, 
1789 - 90. £ngra~ing by G.B. Faltkl , 1665. 



. . . the Po for a dispensation from "Motu 
1788, November: VassaIJI petltlO~ . peh ch before receiving the tonsure ' .. . . three year service In a c ur . 
Propno requlnng a ! l ' 'b] r. r a lectureship at La Saplcnza. 
and Minor Orders, without which he w~ me 181 e ~ 1 J J r. 
Archi~.J Archidioceu oJ Malta, Comsporuienzn, ,f 

• 



ColJege of Propaganda Fide: Vassa1li kept his relation with the Propaganda whilst studying'at the Collegio Urbano and La Sapienza, 
His first books were printed by Antonio Fulgoni, the Propaganda's printer. Engrm·ing by Vrui, • 
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Alfobeto Maltese (s.n.; 5.1. ; ca 1790). 

Di'4i01' tr~ it \f.:enrC'; , iI []iJ:tpofa. 
Rliem bej .l tn~i" 1'.\1 e "l!~:JJ U J:: ltt:!I" . IlH~ 

O . \i 8" ,\It !n si.:i tni.ucick' MC S .. lte:n, dls'tll' d m~lti .. 
M. Jc!:! nriJ !1 So IUtm~k !Id illb loUd!, u:. \''ikur E JIi~~ 

donllJk. bdei~ em::n:t,D uU kdl1u bel tD3,tl k.if n~n. 
D. E aodi lot E. elm:ltu ~i tcir t:i.L biJu. u. E :1I dJ,b,L .. 

Itll nt-id oicE llbll tJj,b, Il n Ei"ddi. tI l.!lJie-n. 
Mo L3 T o:: = 11' 1:11 c . ieb. ta;' ~14 e alitUL b.: l:tn :lt 11 

na S tik._ 11 mini b:du. ii nib.:l.icle lr. t.I ,1 a· I11 ., ~IL, tnt 
tit S allera c3jtb d" fifcic ta-S elu:nitD. n 5" d,jld: ilk!)1 tl 5: 
ca a bel :: iI( li lD,ta tllC .kun t S aJtelDt dlsica d IZIilti 
alJ tku:lm. e alDelc <Id ftlt Il jlwllok S. "iau~ Int1' \Q: 
''llL. jLu lID ui. 'i: Si ibir"" 11. a ;1:1.:1-=1. t:I :,ru' Lll.:J1 tl 
~lisi~n ~I lTalti ~u ma: ru '" mio uisk' ~1!~1 t. I! 
cla.:WtrK li j l <0; in~ri minein to:; ro < eiwwr u U LU_ 
rI lIkel bw;:" la c .. id ta:: ~1! lna sa ba t' , :: 8 .. .101 :1 
~lllien dlji~m m.erud sallium f(i, ri ~ l::t I\. z,.,e:!. 
<1'<01 SIob,ell 1.1 Kaciirra. h i ' ~r = c kk.',;~~ t lw£L .aa 

10liSa n.:: I e orric::, biew 1l:,uS :J.n ;);. c..:..a mno":;'i mnJ 
E!!It. u _ i: rlum. 

D. t;'zzU' mOl nif$(rI'w kif Fu 8, k 'l _ z :.: {'an e!l.itn 
ktlFO jib l& ~ S",k III c ulli mlU k I:;, ' •• 'I.;n ~ "if 

I"tbda kt !t'D. U IDln ~.1 m, 1.' : 0 '1'kil . :l m rr r t~w. 
Mo E ~nd , ~ tlo =- rat ak I " mdiuw le. I =, <0; ~ .i l i r& 

':" e olh&. IJ m~n ~ aj r mi:iu~. :: ao:~ k tni!:lSJ d~j i :: .n 
k.c,8~. d m. tlSUUlec1l. cl 1.0 t >Il kl)l = a C;j /i tS .. nni 

u t~~rra < I,d b"5t<t U = u:1 0:. !ku,n ['"klar s,:l! = a; 
E,a I8.~k d!~! .. n cl n 11. ti jd!. ID~ kl ~l'Jcu m :iu~w. 0: 

tl:! ..... Ii'l l! 11;1;1 _ k..1 ~ a~. m~"'llw ~ ~ ' I : ID m. k ::l aJ " j::c" u 
sa!:\I :: . u ta = ml:O / <0; 'b U. t~I::J . r;::;,:"~ :: , I.-W k ::,J 

" Kfiem i>ejfl m~jn " attributed to Vassall i, 
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ALFAllET M.'\LTI 

A1FYSSFR 
• • 

BY!. MA LTl U n'YT· TALJAN 

ALFABETO MALTESE 
SP II'.G;lTO IN LINGUA 

\lALTESE E ITALIANA 

t :-o it () ~ A MDCCLXXXl, 

P t')! _\ST(J~I(' t"U L GCJ,'ilI . 

• • 
LYL MALT! LI <fYOED JAtfRA 

i. e. Lte10ri Mtlitmfi . 

VAra li ynti I",arryrt dan yl flil fyl 'l.ri 
by IsYnck.u vara. li tycwarrer ftic yoor 

fdavn yl kelmtejn.n.ndi nvy[SiK ~abd Ujejn 
ylli • bYni m. tyn,;hlj daK li tkun Inallyml • 
i.RtYrlek ,pd m. 1".11i ylqori u yl Kdb. u 
nalhe. kold'~4' jytloo,!~lok ''''arrer 1lI« 
yn-nyf,ek bylli ta~ra U Iykteb Ufy oar •• jyk 
mUllI Koljllm • n.llenqas d.rblejn fyl rym­
na . Tdkek ymmela yss. fy zmyn <lasIr 
U myn 3.jr tb.d. In.llymt. u tytl.ii tYlnal­
lem d5k li oorajn ~.blek fy zmyn Ivil las­
.nln yl kb;r m. feln01lj le iyfhmu u len­
<la, jytnanmu -

Mb.n.d Ii vYRed In.nem ja<tra u jyk. 
reb by I'Ynu. iyk jrid jnaddi I~dym fyl 
oyrf , cv jyulthi jkiln i,r y;rna OlDr. barra­
nin, jaRtyrlu .iybd:c jvtn>lIem j'1ra bdjk . . . . . 

Alfobe/ Malt; Mfysser Byl Malt; u Byt.Taljan. Rome. Antonio Fulgoni, 1790. and Lil Mallj Ii qieglledjaqra which expresses Vassalli's 
approach towards (he learning of Maltese. • 
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IfI C HAE I.I S ANTON l i 
V .'\ S SAL LI 

/11 Y L .s E N 

PIIOLNICO·PUNICUIl'I 
" 1 \. ~ 

GRAMMATICA 
MELI rl, ,,S IS 

R OMAI. M() "C X' C I. 

H'· ~ ' ~IY","'" "" ... 0:.' 
f'"",dum Fa<~JJ.", 

M y /.ft-II Pho~nico·Pul1icum sh'~ 

Grtlllunlllica M~liulISis, Rome, Aotomo 
Fulgooi. 1791. 

• 

TIU A MO NUr..IENTA 
1.11/'1/)/',/ SI.I·UU·//.J/ 1.1 
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",,"",,' "" ......... "" ..... " " ... --
~ ..... , """ .. ,. "" .",'".,"" ", .. ,. ,,,.,, .... 

.... " .. ~ .. ,~ .... ,. 

Trio M011wnento UJpid~o. Rome. 
Anlonio Fulgooi, 1793 . 
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ALFABET M.'\LTI 

A1FYSSER 
• • IWr. M:\LTl U In'T· TAL}AN 

ALI'ABETO MALTESE 
SP I EGATO I N LI N GUA 

\tALT ESE E ITALlAN A 

t~ ,{()\( A MDCCLX)(U .. 

.. .. .. ISTUS/ c> t"U L GfJ ."lI. 

• • 
L YL MAL TI LI 4YflED JAlfRA 

i. e. Lalor; Mdirmfi . 

V Ar2 li ynti t(J)arry rt dan yl ftit fyl 'Iori 
by IsYnc::k.u va ra. li ty[~1arrer feit yoor 

fdavn yl kelmtejn,n.ndi nvyfs iK otabellljejn 
ylii , bVui m. tynsYlIj d"K li tkun tnaliymt • 
j.Rlyrfek 4.d m. ,,>alii yl1.ri u yl Ktib. u 
nalhe~ kold'~4' jyll'O'Nlok tlll.rrer llIe. 
yn.nyfsck bylli ta~r. u tykteb 1ljY '''r., jyk 
muu! Koljl\m , nalien1as darbtejn fyI rym­
n •. Tdkck ymmela yss. fy zmyn 4 .. lr 
u myn 3.jr tbati. tn.lIymt. u ryll.ii tytnal­
Iem dak li oor.jn ot.blek fy zmyn tviI tas­
.nln yI kb,r rn. [etnQUj le jyfhrnu u len­
t .. jytn.Urnu . 

Mb.n.d li vy.cd tMUem ja4ra u jyk. 
teb by Isynu. jyk jrid jn.ddi Iotoddyrn fyl 
nyrf . cv jylllthi jk~n jAr y;fn. o",r. barra· 
nln. j" 'yrlu jybdx jyrn.llern j'1ra bd5k 

AlfalMl Ma/li Mfysser Byl Mall; u Byt-Taljan . Rome, Anlonio Fulgoni , 1790. and Lit MaW li qieg/tedjaqro which expresses Vassall i's 
approach lowards lhe learning of Maltese . 
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The three Kufic inscriplions which were transcribed in Keski characters and translated inlo Latin by 
Vassal1i . 
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1792: The first subscription handbill for the Lexicon was printed allhe Palace Press Valle{ta. This is the first instance that Vassalli is 
qualified as Abate, A.O.M. 2063, /. 8v. 
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A$socia.zion~ 01 DiZiDnllrio. Vassalli gives details about his LL:xicon and 
its importance whilst requesting prc-publication subscriptions . 
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AVVISO 
DELL' AUTORE 

~/ " , " . . . . 
~ " ,." .. 

AYlli.Jio defl'Autore. In about 1796 VassaJli informed his subscribers of the changes 
he had to make in the presentation of the Le.ricOfI . A funher correction was necessary 
in its cost. shown in manuscript or a printed slip pasted on the original . 
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KTYB YL KLYM MAL TI 
'l\IF YS$ I-: P. BVL·LATlN U BYT.TALj AN 

S I V E 

LIIlER DICTI ONUi\I NE LITF. NSIU;\1 

HO(; r .~ 7' 

MiCHAELIS ANTONII VASSALLI 
LEXICON 

MELn ENSE-LATINO-ITALUM 

C UI r l')$r .'iU CT.-1 RJIJ ." ACClD I1N T 

APPENOIX l :rV;\IO LOGICA ET COi\lPARA1WA 

ET DUO INDICES VOCU~ f LATlNARUM AC ITALICARU,'I 

'IIlLITt. :S H Rl',1 S \~ ME!l.O RESPO:SU[ :STHlM. 

--.-~........----

VOCABOLARIO MALTESE 
RECATO NELLE L1NGUE LATlNA E ITALlANA , 

.'" 1'11111'.' "i",t pffmrl$<) 1111 rn.'liomlto Di,ror50. (' (/"110 il SlIfl",'mfllto 
; / 1'10illl,qWI(> Ill" ~ Apl ll'llffin' 1,;/nU/OS'O; l' nm'fl(:ffltiO(l. 

• c ;ftlt' l ",/iri U lli"" r 11110 " r "/ftv it.l/i""" 

QUALI r u VIA O! ~U)lEIl""IOVr: CO.tRlil'O'H>O'IO ALLE \"ocr !>I .... L "nil 

1l0!¥lAE APUD ANTONIUM FULGQNIUM 
MOCClCVI. 

J'lJff./OORtJM I'I:RM '.I.n . 

• .", 1,- 12 ji .. H"'" 182) :< ':"'~ ;/ /'1 ~ Y<;II"II. 
~ "Ne 9,iulI .. ""J ... ?P/(A y,u./ .. ut., ..... 

Kryb y/ Klym MlJlti MfyJur Byl-lArifl u Byt. Taljan, Rome. Antonio Fulgoni. 1796, 
his greatest contribution to the Maltese Language. The oWller of this copy , probably 
the famous Giorgio Grognet. Vassalli 's great friend, recorded the author's death • 12 
January 1829 . 
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ALLA NAZIONE MALTESE 

L' AUTORF. S. " F. 

CONC1TTADINI 

A Niun altro che a Voi cansacro la presen te opera. 
perch' ella vi app::trtiene ne' principali suoi rapporti. 

A Vai la dcggio 1.11liCamcIlte dedicare. perche dc:scrivc cd il­
lustra il pregevol mOllumento della piu antic .. t:lvclla che 
insin oggi ... vete conservato. Vci la riguarderct( come vastra. 
perche raccolta tm di Vai mcdesimi da UIl \·os tro. compil­
tfiotto. Vai piu che altri formar potretc lIll ' adcqua ta idea 
c dare ragionato giudizio • qualora con pri l!ci pj \: discern i­
menta eS3minar vogliate le propried. qualid . e prerogative 
cl' un idioma fin ora ineolro ed ignoro. E siccomc nel (esserc 
questo Les:ico b :i\VU(O scmprc innanzi gli occhi il comune 
\'ant~ggio della mia Patria e le incessanti di Ici brnme; cosi 
oca neU' illviarvela mi lUi ingo di poter appag.ne il voto uni· 
versalc , 

Ncl mentre pcro • 0 mici Concittadini • che io vi pre­
~cnfi un tal Javoro I ne l qu~ le (, consumato i mici pill vcrdi 
~nn i ,e ncll' csporlo "I vostro giudizio , bramo che mcsso sia 
sotto le vostn: c<lute vedute, p~r non cssen.! troppo facilmcn· 
te crjtic~to dove non merita. Alcuni appena avrallno kuo 
il frontl'spizio di un' ope ra '1u;11ul1'1I1' ella siasi . che toHO 

prendono a biasimare cio che non possono comprcnderc: 
ma '1tlcsto prurito di cemurarc . siccomc suo)" esscn .! il pro· 
dolto dell' im pcri z.ia delle cose , 0 dei meri c'Iuivoci : COSI l: 
affa tto indegtlo d' c:;sc re (rcllato da ragionevoli ri !-pn:-itc , 
ch' essi 1H,:mmCIlO comprcndollo ; e rcrcio merita il disprl':.:zo 

a 1 

Alia MC)O/If' Ma/u.ff' . Vassalli introduces his LexIcon by a statement on national identity and 
."(pl;lined the impnrcan.:e of Maltese in education and culture, 
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o CAB 0 LARlO 
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ACCAD E MICl 
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Vocobolario d~gli Accademici della 
CrwSctJ, Venczia, 1612. 
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:EX D:ELX'r'rX 
£ 

DElLE PENE. 

MDCCLXIV. 

Ccsare Bcccaria (1138 - 1794), a follower of 
O'Alembcrt, DKlerot. Helvetius and Ouffan, 
very much admired by the FrenchphilosopheJ, 
exerted great influence on VassaJli, 

Anon (Cesare Beccaria), lhi Ddin; e !hile 
Penne, Leghom , 1764. This famous work. 
illustrating the principle that the aim 'of all social 
activity is " 'a massima {elicit! divisa ne! 
maggior numero" • is developed along the lines 
of Rousseau 's Cotuml Sodal (1762). VoItaire 
himself wroce a Comtnenlaiu to Bcccaria's 
treatise . 
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1793: Whilst in Rome VassaHi traded in cotton and other products to 
earn a living. Letter to Giacchino Camenzuli dated CivitA Vecchia, 
30 August. 1793; Natioool Arc;hiV('s. Mdina, Supr~mum Justitiae 

L ____________________ --" MagistraJWJ'I , Vol. 238. unpaginaud. 



1793-95: Vassalli re~ided in Piazza Colonna with the Maltese Lawyer Giuseppe Elia Pace, a fronlline member of the Revolutionary Party. 
wter Pace became a civil judge and Minister of the Interior of the Roman Republic . Engraving G.B. Falda. 

• 

• 



1795: Vassalli moved to Palazzo SpineUi (formerly Bonelli) in pjazza Venezia. Engraving G. Va.l'i. • 
• 



• 
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PaJazlO Spinelli (No 273 on map) overlooked Piazza SS. Apostoli. The Church of the Holy Name of Mary (272) and 
SI. Mary of LorelO (273) stood al its back in Piazza Venezia. G.B. NoW. Nuov(/ Pianta di Roma, 1748. 
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179.5: Vusalli's petition to Grand Master De Rohan to open a publk scbool for the teach­
ing of Maltese reading and writing. Pennission was granted on 11 April 179.5. A.O.M. 
1197, J!. 176/38.5 . 
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1797: Vassalli submitted to the Order a Plan for economic development: by establishing peace with the Moslems, by opening the Maltese 
harbours for trade with the East and by establishing a Maltese Langue within the Order. The plan was not accepted. 



1797, May: Theft of ammunilion and arms from the Order's Armoury al Qonni . 

• 



1797, June 12: Vassalli, Censu BarbanI. and others were accused and found guilty of revolting 
against the State. Vassalli was sentenced to life imprisonment in Fort Ricasoli. N.L Ubr uno, 
pp. 136- 139. 
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1798.1uly 14: Proclamation, to all Maltese on the significance 
of the 141uly Feast. Some Liberty hyms sung on the occasion 
were attributed to Vassalli , then a free citizen . 
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1798, July 2: VassaUi 's request to inherit his first cousin, Maria Abela. AOM 6524C. No 26. 
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1798, July, 17: Vassalli's application to fill the vacant Chair of Arabic at the University. 
AGM 6514C, No 337 . 
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1798. September 23 : Decree by the French Government Commission authorising the Treasurer 
to pay Vassalli. an unJOr1u/Wte patriot , the sum of 20 scudi. AOM 6523C. p. /28. 

1798, November IS: 1be French Commission instructed its Geoeral5ecTetary to order the Almoner 
10 provide VassaJli with three loaves every two days. AOM 6523C, p. 249 . 
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1799. May 27: V assalli renounced the bread I'llion after being employed wilh the dcpanment 
oC the French Conunission. AOM 6523D, p 278 . 
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1199, September 28: VassaIli and about 200 other Maltese left besqed VaUetta. He was 
soon arrested and.ccusc:d befon: Ball. On October 18 be was sent to the MdiDa duftacona. 
N.L Ubr. IllS. p 35. 
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I ~(K) . Seplembcr 10: After 11 months of imprisonment in the dungeons of the Curia Capitanale 
.,1 \1dll1<1 . V<l\',~lIi W<l\ <:ondemned to permanent e;l;i le . 

• 
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1800, September 16: Vassalli was Ihen transferred from Mdina to the cells oflhe Gran 
Cone della Castellania in Valleua awaiting deponation . 
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1800, September. 26: Vassalli submitted • petition to Ball asking for time to dispose of the 
little property he owned. 1be answer was to leave the matter with an attorney and depart 
horn Ma1ta without delay. N.A.. Gran: Cone de/la YaJlena, Registro SuppliCM di Grazia, 
Vol. 1, n.p . 
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1800, December 23: A dean Bill of Health for Vassalli lO sail on the Sciambec:co'" . . .. 
Ya/lerta, Registnun PtllenI4Jnun, Vol. J , fI ,p. L Arume del Purplono . N.A. Gran Cone thlla 

1800, December. 24: Vassalli asked for pardon and freedom bot h', - ', ' , I 1"',1 IOn was not accepted. N.L lib,. 431. 
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1801 , January 14: A clean Bill of Health 10 Brig "San Nicola" captained by the Greek Angelo Patriccio for TuniS. 

1801, January , 15 : A clean Bill of Health issued to Vassalli to sail b '" ." Pat~marum . Vol. I, fI.p. . on rig San Nlcola for Tums. N,Ii. Gran Cont de/la Valletta , Registrwn 
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1808, February 21 : Petition by Charles ZammiS to the Minister of Interior for employment 
in the cotlon industry. Vassalli certified 10 Zammifs expertise and Zammit gave a receipc 
for the return of documents. Archilit's rr.atiOllQl~s (Paris) , F /01416 . 
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Bill for cotton despatched 10 the Minister of Interior through the Prefecture of the Dcputment 
of Bouches du Rhone A./I . (ParisJ F 10/420 . 
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INSTIl UCTION 

SUit LA CULTURE DU COTON, 

5i;'OpHl((j fc«j expdu~lIcuu rtl/tc!dCrfJ (v/le,o 
IMV' "d1Gtcltr.I-dlll/(II'tJCJ r~ISS A LLI J c4,9COL. 
Ju (jOUf)C'Ulcmctl/,_ ctarge ()c (Dude curlme 7 

ttoJtur 6ctuilf nu..!; a~tiC1~~to.:\ltct.. i:lc,\.. O'J': I'(t.tteu ... ~ u((..r 

Jfuct~ui'Hla.u.J:J UV C'0Ll1piu.J .:h(\II~_ a.i.t... 

J [~ ujS'tin~llC toutc. les ('spcccs de Coton en 
ll'oi5 cLl~6CS i silvoir : CoLon A,.burcJCCIH • 

Coton ArlJfJ.JlC Jet -eotall llcrbace. DallS Jrs 
CiirpalS chauds, toutes y iont ViV.1CCS. 

L'ill'hol'csccns. commc cclui uu I\l'csii, de 
Fct'nnmhollc. de !.l. Gcorgic J e{c,t J ne I'l:LJssit 
pas en plcin champ (hus nos tlt:pilrtcllIclI5 
m~rjdionaux : cat' J cOUllne il tlemalllle pIllS 

de terns Clue les alltrcs POtH' pousscr Ics hnuH·hcs 
a fienl', l'biver leg tuc ilV;1I1t de nelll"i\", ,J'cnsc­

m Cl! ('<I; d!.! cc colon) ;\ !\1ar~cille • le :q, ltU Jlwi:; 

u 'avril de 1',111 dernir..:r, et 'il sOl,tit de la te rre 
a 1,1 mi·m,li. Am! premiers jours d'uclObrc, lcs 
l)\<lIIts cl:l.l1t pa\'venus !WCSQll'it l.1 hauteul' {l'UII 

ilOmmc. pouSSerCZll les hOllioZlS it {Jellr; 1II ;1i3 

hIli t jOllrs .1prcli !Is l'ul'cnt dCSSCL'hes lKtl' le f'I'oit l ', 
uVJntuc {Jcurir. L'espccc <ill cotQIl Jc I" Gcor:-:-ic. 
dout les plants ctaicnt plus rJevcs it cc{te CpOqllt: • 

n'avilit CllCO['C. que dc bclles rcuil1c~, 

D<1I1i la cbs:ic du coton 'l1:bustc, it y a dcSl 

i'nstrnctl(nt abregie sur la culture dJ4 cotOfl by Vassalli as Agent du Gouvemment, Charge 
de la dite cultur, · 
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Letter by Vassalli addressed 10 !he Minister of IDlerior. informing him of the amval of 
COIIon seeds al Marseille . As Dir~ct~wr he wished 10 examine them before despatch. Arch. 
nat. (Paris) F /0/422 . 
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1810, March 24 : Letter by Vassalli as Agt!1I1 du Gouwmlt!mt!nl from Marseille 10 the Prt!/t!ct 

of ~panement du Gard . Arch. lHpl. Du Gard, 12 M 44 . 
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1820. June 19: He returned 10 Malta on board the 129-lon English Brig "Saint 
Fruncis" from Marseille, whilst his wife and 3 children arrived on October 2. N.A. 
Arrimls XII, fI.p . 
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18:l0, November 1; Vassalli started giving lessons in the 
French Language at 347, SI. Paul's Street, Valletta, part of 
a house once the property of Captain Giacome de Robertis. 
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Notice published in Govt!mmem Gazette 1 November 1820, p 2421. 
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1822, March: VassaIli , living in poverty, without _job and bur­
dened with the livelihood of. wife and 3 children, asked Bishop 
Mattei 10 help in re leasing money due to the sale of a ploc of 
land. QuMdral MUS~IU1I , MdifUl, Curiae Episcopa}is Melite,. · 
$M, Aaa Originolia. fI.p. 
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1824, October 30: John Hookhan Frerc suggested the setting up of a School of Maltese. The Chief Secretary 10 the Government, Frederick 
Hankey, on 31 December 1824 found 00 objection 10 VassaIJi teaching without receiving salary. Uniwrsity Archj~s, Council Minuus 
(/824-39) , p 12: Go~'ernment utlers (1823- 32). pp 63, 64. 

) 
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A.u:c." 11. ~. ~ h,.,O ./ ·"'t.v;.~~ 1J·u+t,.L- 7U-tA va" ./ l<A,..ro Itv )/ ~(~ Vc...tnA-{i,: 

14- ",~ ... , "0 /, ' '/I .... ",' ;, ""~U!.Vt' oU- /OU1DYU il .-if. d. !}f ~'I< , 

1 ... .£I"")u-va . L /#.vr rI(,.,(...(,.47"t.t~~~ 6~' ~,..t:t·.ta,~)'.L- c,';<.a.-yer;-w iirc,: 

,av.,r" eiltA·~u.n6- .:I /A~.At 1",,;/,..tM' ~n t". 

7'''''''''''''' .....c:<.."'" .~ ), """"'-''11 '':'" n~"-' . 
• 

1825, February, 21: The University Council authorized the setting up of the School of the Mallese Language which was to be financed by Hook­
ham Frere. On Frere's recommendation Vassalli became the first Professor of Maltese. University Archives, Council Minutes (1824- 29), p. 19. 



• 

• 

"1e Right Honourable John Hookham Frere (1769 - 1846), diplomat. politician m.:I scholar, 
who paid Vassalli's salary as Professor of Maltese . 



• 

Villa Frere, Piel:', overlooking Marsamxett harbour. 11 was built and its ga tCIens laid OUI with 
great taste by F rere who lived here from 1821 until his death in 1846. Here Frere often met 
Vassalli and visi ting men of letters like Byron and Angel de Saave<lra . 

• 
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• 
JIALT . .\. GOYERXJIE:\T nAZET'I'K 

- wo 4 

(~nl . 7!11.) ( /~ri("f' ad.) 

MALTESE LASGUAGE. 

W I1ERE .... S Copies of vIsum'. Grammar and Dictionerr prin~d la 
1791 art! wanttd, Ind tbe Aotbor caDnot publiaL h15 new. Muu­

scripts of the Dictionary and ltalo-Maltese Grammar, for"waut of prinliD~ 
types aecordins to the Maltese LAnguage; he was desired to sell Copiet of 
tbe Manuscripts which are necns.ty to different pencn •. 

He wishes to agree for such demand, provided be win be &!!Hrtd 

and gUIl"mt~d by • number of Subscribers, in const>qnCDce tbe price of 
Copies, the transcription IIq)lU'1Itely paid, will he Jell in proportion to \be 
Subscription. NRmes Ilnd directiona will be recei\'ed at Saint Georp'. Pliece 
ColJ'ee Honle by Joeepb Mic.lIel. [ 232'. 

1826, May 10: Vassalli was unable to meet the demand for funher copies of his Grammar and Dictionary 
as they were OUI of print. Besides, for lack of funds and unavailability of special Maltese printing types, 
he was ready to produce manuscript copies of these works. Notice in Governmellt Gaune, /0 May, 1826, 
p . 136. 



• 
c:ItAIIIMATlc ' ,\ 

~." . 

. " 
~I I Cil~: I,"N "II ,o; IU V,, 'I." .\I . ' . I. 

" . ,," O. "''' ' .'', MO.'. '0'"''0''''', ' '' ,. ~, .C,, ' •• , .. , •• 
' '''"''A "". ~""""". 

M A I, ' I' A, 

. T ..... T .. , ... , : .. ",." ••. 

M"r.TF'~ r. (lA,,\MMAR. 

T ill:: I",,!: ,nl'""rlf.l ",,,1/0 •• 'ir' .. ~""" _, S;'1' VA~~M. lt, .... i!!ra in 
It.ll.,,, : .n,1 f'ri"I~,1 In nr .. E"~l;'h Ty[,(,.,·;. "n,.. 0" !'. I. M the 

fhnr"( A nlt~l" C.lIfj~. Str.". 'J'~'QN;"i .• , NQ, It •• IId Mr. , "ilhu,n'" N", 
:17 /, SI .. J" J\ulq , 

{m 

r A .1""lf •• 11I t;', · ~m ... ~lir. 11/./1,0, <Id " ... . AI LI ... ,ilh I" l l.nkhi, 
. _J ~ ''''''p'' f. all. 1""., oLaml'OI" rl'II """'-; Tip, I n,I • • i, ... i '.nu 
n",liloil .. .1.1 L.i!o",j" A"~"ln (',lid". ,nltn I,' 1 ..... 1':' •• • , Str.w. l """' f.ilI, 
N .... 31, • d. Mr •. Killl ... ", Str •• ln n".I,., No, 21 1. 

~'rrnll, 1)lr(;6110 Torl.. 

1827, October 3: Vassalli published the GrammatJca d~11a lingua Maltese with 
DeW English Iypes al the English Press in Malta. TwO notices, one in English 
(no 757) and another in Ilalian (00 758), appeared in the Go~ntnrent Go:r.ette 
of 3 OctolNr. 1827, p 251. 



MUlTI. ,\ Fo n ISi\11 

I·; 

l'lWVEIWH MAL'I'ESI 

."',"nC". " ..... ., .. " 
•. ,~ "~ .. - .0 ..... ,,, .,, ~ "'."L_ "'" ~ ,,, .... ~'" 

,,, 
)11I : IIEI,ANTOl'>ltl \".\ ."" AI.I.I. 

I 'ot IN, .... ,_ 1 ... ,..,,-.... • 11. , .. , •• ,.. \ 1' . r ,,, •. I •• I" I~.) 

MA!.'I' A : 

IW.m. 

Ol'U!:iCOLO NUOVD, 

U NA Collu.io", III 1iG3 Mutti to Prooxrbj M llll.si raccllhft, iOI~'I'ret.l. ~on 
Dote, Il r.lla ;'''l'r;'lltr~ .Ill M, A. r "u"lfi ; I; y~"dc d.i LiIo .. 1 Cone)., 

AuSelo tolto i<: lAIsKC Nu. :1-1, e I'tllLI~enu .~~'IIIU 1.1 llllll(o Auglu.M.ItCIIe 
N .... Ill, pel prtn ... lli larll:.'.. ( IO 'I~ 

1828, May 21: Notice No 1045 in Governmtnt Gazt1U, p 167 announcin8 the publication 
of Monl, Aforismi ~ Proverbii MaJt~si . 

• 
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JOUR NAL 

DES SAVANS. 

G~A"''''A TICA d,/I" fingu" ",,,ftt1'. Ji Michel-Antonio Va~­
,",l li ; 11(0""11. tditic,." - Cr" m",alrt at la lar'8ul ma/raiu, 
p'" Michtl·Antoine Vass.a\li; SI'ConJui/i(ICu. Maltc, I S~7' .. 
vij ct 14 6 paget in·a.' 

M OIIi, nforullli , p,o.,.6j mdlus., rtU<Il/II, iM"prtlmi, t Ji 
""" UplillJli", fil%dd, tfltru/,/II, Ja M. A. VIUMIIi, _ 
DJ/lOllS, "'uJtitntJ It ,ro."lHs ,.w/ro.iJ, u<IItillis. mlJ~ilJ. n 
",ri,IIis ,/I 1I01l1 upliriW'HJ It p}U/tJ/DJi'1UtJ, ptl. M. A. 
Y;luelli . Mlahe , ,818 , wijcc9~ ~gesJlI-I.· 

Db ratl~ ' ?I'" .'0\. v .... m •• oi, pub~~ k Rome • ..., 11"111:"" 
b~, _' .. m .... i"' ... h.he, IOU.Lo,;"" ,£r , l-/y/m. P""~it .. Pu;< ... . ... 

, 

1829, April: Copies of Grammarica and Motti r Proverbii were sent 

for sale in Odord, Cambridge, Dublin and to foreign booksc1Icrs in 
London. An exhaustive ~iew of the two warts awcarcd in the Journal 
des SaIltllU by the well known scholar Si/vestrY de Sacy, 



• 

• 

1828, August 8: Letter to Rev. Jowetlalta(;hcd to the final proofs of the Acts. Vassalh 
complained of heal, illness and swollen feet. Ubrary 0/ 'he British &: Foreign Bible 
Society, l...ond01l • 



• ROMAE APUD ANTONlUM FULGONlUM 
MDCCXC v I. 

SVPERIORV.ll PER.l'yflSSV. 

oW ti 12 Y:+1.U<Vr'D /82j 'e ~ £I ./If": Yo/JaLL, 
ak 'j,' ~ 9,,i..,;, ........ ..j '_')eil~ Y-<"'di ..... 

1829, January 12: Vassalh suffering from a dry gangrene , died at Plel~ nearly 65 years of age. He was buried the following day . A note 
probably by Giorgio Grognet records the event. The original entry in the Register o! Marriages, Baptisms and Deaths (1819-1832), No. 
2, p 9. aI SI. Paul's Anglican Pro-Cathedral Archives, Valletta. 



• 

• 

1829, January 13: Vassall i was denied Catholic burial and was probably buried in one of the English cemelries on the Aoriana basl:ions 
overlooking Marsarnxetl. His prIXe5lanl friends agreed 10 mark the grave with a suitable lablet. 



• QUATUOR EVANGELIA. 

•• 

ACl'U~ APOSTOLORUM, 

Vt;L G.-\T,UI nOll:£ A. D. M. D.XCII. EOITA .\{ : 

,",' ... , '''0'· .. ", . 

VERS(f) MEl. ITENSIS. 

L OSDINI: 

nt" KXf;III1, I .. T k " .' TT I. 

"'''''''' ..... 
Quo/wor £VWlg~fja ~I Actus Aposlolorum, London. R. Watts, 1829, 
published just a few months after his death . 

~TOItJA 

.AI )' U · RUI, /. / .\ . 

StorjD lru-Su/Jan Ciru translation of Rollin 's 
His/Diu d~ Cyrus · 1831. 



STEIJINA. 

Tifthu ctieh, 11 ll1a tishix tnkmnh. :h flU\. f:1J1illillh it 
kari, I:lriut u t "os~n iIIi hlmlli ehicelt i""" hit-nlll . ,'('(' 

Illhn~t tnkrnuh 11 um tirlJ1l1hx, -n Inllka~ lafn trisrllft, hill; 

jellll mittlth (,' Isicn Imrrnlli, ni~th ;~jjd iIIi j('IIIt:OIH t1.l :I:\1" 

sl~ua. hda jcc larn t:tkranh, 11 .t.irrnll milllm xi fIJI, n 'i( ! I~ 

BUl. tnrllX tfisfnh, \1 xi hnc.Urg tiflll1lIJ0l11 ling-in I,' o f,.'n, j':n 
bilmnkhll), ccluli: x' (~kla cuim. rll!l ti~i(!orllx ? (T chf'IH 

ItCIll' rostnn. mill (Inun it-taB 11, Ji iI ftit. 1i .iakrnnlJlajrlllllh'< 

I,,;iieh. u .ihl\h~lilholl\ 1l1ohhfJlll. 11 h' he" jhrkll hilt"", 

Ilf'\ '-I" OIlI, t1 I,' oilrnin 1,1.:.)11111 I,JaIll:t j,idl1 ( I f IU!lif'x .i:-:i 
dill! ('olln? ( Air l1Iilli r dill:!. I' ml I :~ 'I!I t·: !! IW. 1I :",hll :f . 

Jln :l," ;\ llk ;\ '~ f,sihll:1 :·1111 '11 :1 r!,!if'1 hi ifk:.I. hh:\1 Ilia '. " ,,1)1'1 

ill "i, --: 1:1" . .) ;:.:, 1,;, : .. .11:1 . ,I" ')'Iij!'l 1:1 hnrrn. !':I '1111:l .-I.;", SI' " 

11 :1 ·d!'. Ahlla inH!JI"i:t iltli~"' l1n, 11 :illtilla Ilflrn 11:11:1":11111 

,lid!! .. '" l ~ il' lll):I, ""!11111!1 j:lrll JlllHl:l lid f·(,lIillll'hi"1I: In 

.hllt:! .1111 Id III1 g-ia Ii lillhli (':~ II j:lfnha ~fl li x x:qjn r 1:1 Ihr 

h:"i:l. il' AntI, 11 iI ni.fuIIl . • "Iif'x l1IilJ -lIl1kk :,\q 1nl ); ;11 '; 11 iI 
,'llil!.n IlI'illif'ln:t jgi. illi nllll:t hi~, !"lIsl ill Hi.'s tn f'nlli'll 

,·11;(,11, hk:1iIl:1. IIfI~tn Ham, lil. I:in"" 11 lil II11f l.ijl'~· hi I~' r; 
illi tj') <:lJlfl ntll'll hil hr(:i.id, 11 hnJol fIIiluIU') hi! fl"ll(il'l ; illi 

Ili ~k IlIinnn nifc'IIf'llllllll lI1a llnflh xi tlldll . ,lit IInttll 11111:1. 

Vassalli ', Stedina published by G.P. Badger in A. krtu on the eligibility o/the Maltese 
Dialect ... in 1841. 

• 
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V~~.1 .I-i- .... ......;" -v-L-"""-'-~ /4/ . .."., -"-,~ /~ ~ ~£". .c. 

---;;--r -..:.-,{. _rck ____ J c.~, u;/- "';::':'i~ r ~,&:., 

..... - ~ --__ t;;"j: e/,-"/",,~'_ -re ~ J'~ J~_ 
~-~4-,,~ 4~7iAL..~4.#-----~· ~~r~-/'" 
~~"...-C.00.:r;';""" .....:.._/~.~~,...z:~~""-, 
__ JA-~.?~'i:;-...I.c- _.~ J • ...-? .,t.:7~· _ ~ .. ~c:-~. 
. f. . . .h / /' A .... rE: .L ..... . /'/ n r .r-~~~)' ~~~4 ~ -- -...u. '7.~c.e/.-. / /---- -£ ~ 

J:k ~-~d~J>--="c.-~ 
",:4. d. 7i::Za-/':;' 

18S8, July 28: Petilion by M.A. VassalIi. the son, addressed to Governor Le Merchant reporting the theft from his home in Qomu. N.A. 
LL M~I-chanJ. P~titions Bot* 2 (1858), No 348. 
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SUGGESTIONS 

I N ACCQnDAN<':E WlTlt 

Mr AMABILE BONELLO'S 

I'IlOJEC'I' OF EmGIIATI()N 

IN TilE COASTS OF 

NORTH AFRICA 

" 

-
MALTA 

1867. 

M.A. Vassalli Fonnosa de Fremaux, Suggestions ...• Malta, 1867. 
He says lhal he is the son of him who hod the honour to recej~ the 
opJHllation by tJu GnOl NapoJ.UHI Bonapane 0/ Le Font:Ioteur dJ4 eo. 
tOff m Frtu\Ce (p. 3) . 

, 



, 

• 

• 

I 

1987. May 4: Unveiling ofa monument 16 Vassalli at Zebbug. an artistic impression 
by AnIon Aguis . 



One portrait of Vassalli is believed 10 have survived untll 1880 at Ihe 'Kamra tal·Qari' of 
Zebbug. This is claimed by Ninu Cremona in , 930. Another portrait was held by Vassalli·s 
graoo-<laughler, Kalerina. No true likeness of Vassalli seems to have survived. Above picture 
shows art ist Vincent Apap's impression in plaster commissioned in 1980 . 

• 


