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THE NAVIGATION DU SAVOIR PROJECT 
by Dr Simoll Mercieca 

f ha"~ Ih~ plea~ure (JC infon11i ng )'OU thnL the ~collll salon dedicated to tJ~c Mari lil1le Hcrililge of the Mediterranean wil l be 
held in MHlta befween the 111ft nnd 1611 (k'rober :2004. The !vtulta exh ibition would look at \' ariOlis ~s pecr~ of the Mediterralll!(.111 
i\'1antlme H~ri Lag\: . The (he-lTIe of th is evellt i:-. : Mccli lclTan~3 11 Seascape.\- Red iscovery of the past fo r thL Unde rstanding f 
thc Future, 

The Medilcrraneun In~IiILHc is a partncr of un inlern i.l l iot1i.l1 consoriiUll cali eLi Na\igal ioll du 
Savoie The L'onsOitium j" an EU fund ed projcCl wIThin IVledia Heri tage 11 a ld this projec t aims 
in bringing c Li itul'ul e\ aluation ofhi~lOr i c a l <..locks oC the ML'di terrnncon. As part oflhi s ini tiative, 
the rvll!:d ikrrc:mc:m r n~Li tUit \\ ill he org,mi:::. ing a whole y,.~t: k. of acti \' jl ies at Pin (0 Whalt Vallella. 
T he aim of the Mcd iterraneullinsl itute is 10 o rgmlise a big in ternational fa ir in which members 
o f" this consort ium, which hall From di ffe ren t Med i1 errnnean coun tri e :-., wil l also be in vited. 

A I1lI III ber of ac ti vities have bee n pla nned to illustrate the tangibl e and non-t.angible heritage o f 
lhe [\'lediterranean. Eac h partner in th is ex hib iti on is in vited fO set lip hi s own stand so that 
hi s\her work in favour of the Med iterranean Maritime Heritage shall be exa lted. Thi s will inc lude 
exhibits on the past his tory of the Mediterranean Arse nal s, Sub-Aqu r.l ti c Heritnge, and i.\ sc hool 
for the deve lopment and enhancemem of Traditional Mari time Crafts . Moreover. other cultural 
manifestations will Lake plnce, partic ularl y <.l round tabl e conference, an academic confe rence, 
as we ll as a nnmbe r of cultural ma nifestali ons such as NIli s ical Concerts and Hi storic Re­
e nactme nts. 

As part of this activity, a spec ial webs ite has beEn c rea ted to give public ity to this event anel also to fac ilitate research 0 11 the 
Mediterranean Maritime heritage . The website can be accessed on the follow ing http address; hnpl/www2.cs.u cy. nc.cy/ 
na v i gat iond Lisa vo i r 

Among the acti virjes whi ch I would like lO highligbt, there is an international conference which;s spread over two consecuti ve 
days be tween the I y t. and 141h of Octobe r 2004 and in which different aspec ts of the Mediterranean Maritime Heritage will 
be disc ussed . This conference is part of the Navigm;on du Savoir Projec t". The purpose o f this confere nce is to promote the 
ma terial and immate rial herit age of the Medjterrunean with special focus on the historic docks and arsenal s and how their 
past military purpose can be changed to one o f cultural di alogue and e thnic contac t poi nts. 

The theme of the Conference is "War and Peace in the Mediterranean", The conference is di vided under the follo wjJlg four 
topic s: 

1. Fortified Isl<mds in the Mediterranean 
2 . Mediterranean Landscapes and Soc ial Fabrics 
3 . The Ta ngjble and Intangible Mediterranea n Heritage: an Anthropological Perception 
4. Is [·here a ful"Ure for the Medi terranean Maririme He ritage? 

Other acti viries of considerable importance a re the two exhibitions, which will focus on the marcrial heri tage of tile 
Medjrerranean. The fin;;r exhibitio n w ill be organi sed at the Maritime Museum in Birgu and will focus on the underwale r 
m.u; time heritage and wiJl feature some o flhe hi storic wrecks recovered from Ihe Mediterrcmean Sea. The second exhibition 
w ill be set up at Santo Spiri!O Archives Rabat. In this ex hibition, specimen of the Consolati del Mare reg isters will be 
exhibited besides a collecti on o f true si ze rep roduc tions of maritime graffiti worked out by our maritime ex pe n Mr. Joseph 
Musca t. Moreove r, .1 number of paintings in reproduc tion fea turing scenes of shipwreck will be mounted. Tile scenes 
chosen for tbis part of the exhibition are take n from sixteentl1-, se venteenth- and ei ghlee nth-cen wry paintings and I ithographs 
featuring the ~hipwreck o f Saint Paul in Malta. Moreover, as part of thi s e vent , a number of Consolmo del Mare doclIl1lent1-
had been microfilmed and inse rted o n a C D. Evenlu ally, they will be included in Ihe website thai is be ing currently buill as 
pan of the Navigati on elu Savo ir projec t. 

The main partners of this event are the Mediterranean Institute at the Univers ity of Malta. the Mnrit imc f\hlse:tl lll o r 
Barcelona, the Maritime Museum of Pari s. Pisa Consortium Ricerche , Commune di Pisa, Univers ity of Cyprus, the 
Assoc iation pour In Sau vegarde elu Patrimoin Maril·ime Villefranche-sur-me r. (Francc). Unesco , the mj n i ~try of Cuhure 
Alg iers. the Ministry o t Cultllre - Tunis unci SERN ES Ville fra nche- sur-Mer. The Uni vers ity o r Malta is the leader of this 
project. 
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