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Henry Frendo’s latest pub-
lication is a pamphlet about
the Nationalist politician,

Nerik Mizzi, and focuses on

the periocd during which
Mizzi was receiving his
education. A period he
refers to as ‘the formative
years’. This publication
comes about at a particular
time when the teaching of
history is being put into
guestion in Malta. For the
past few years, teachers of
history have been hearing
rumours that the time allo-

cated for their lessons w1ll _

have to be reduced
to allow for the
teaching of other }
new -  subjects, §
Besides, they are 8
also confronted with §
the daily frustration
of working in an
environment lacking ¥
resources and for the
first three forms of
the secondary educa-
tion, they have to use
the same main history
textbook that has been
in use.for about three
decades.

Reading Frendo’s
. paper, the current situ-
ation about the teach*
ing of history cannot
escape one’s mind and
one begins to seriously
think whether we, in §
Malta, are destined to #
remain in a state of a i
permanent  revolution
since our educational sys-.
tem undergoes a major
overhaul every twenty
years.

Mizzi received his earcly
education at the conserva-
tive and austere environ-
ment of the Jesuit-run Gozo
Seminary, famous, even
amongst the Maltese, for its
solid éducational training.
He then moved to Malta,
where he continued his sec-

ondary education at the

renowned Flores College in
Valletta which was founded
by Salvatore Flores, a
SfChristian humanist’ and ‘a
notable educationalist’. For
Flores, the educational sys-
tem should be a challenge for
students and education per
se was a life-long process.
After successfully complet-
ing his secondary education,
Mizzi" entered University,
reading a B.A. in Science
and the Arts, graduating in
1906. (Unlike teday, both
subjects were, at the time,
considered one .area of
study). He moved on to
Rome where he enrolled at
La Sapienza taking up law.
In his fourth year, he asked
to continue his studies at the
renowned Italian University
of Urbino where he graduat-
ed the following year. All in
all, Mizzi spent five years
studymg in ltaly precisely
between 1907 and 1912.
Frendo affirms that acade-
mically speaking Mizzi, as
was the case with Gorg
Borg Olivier and Dom

Mintoff, was ‘no shining
star’ but like them, he
pulled through by involving
himself in extra-curricular
activities.

It is of great interest fo
note that his law disserta-
tion, which Prof. Frendo
succeeded im tracing at
Urbino, was related to jour-
nalism and journalists and
his dissertation is still very
topical and relevant to this
very day. Mizzi's thesis
focused on the legal impli-
cations of technological
change _onr journalism.
Already then he perceived
the impact of industrialisa-
tion on newsprint and this
revolution would lead jour-
nalists to start asking for
professional fees. This had

its consequences on the

press: the issue of better
salanes brought : -

about the need for
professional  journalists
which in turn reduced press
dilettantism. At the same
time, he believed that
newspapers cught to have
their own. editorial policies
and that the proprietor had
the right to set such poli-
cies, including the right to
change the editorial policy
of his newspaper at will and
that journalists were
morally and economically
bound to follow such direc-
tives. In case of disagree-
ment, the journalist had no
other option but to leave
the newspaper but Mizzi
insisted that in such cases,
the journalist ought to be
indemnified. These ideas
are expressed in his 32-
page thesis of typed folios.

In an attempt to under-
stand the ‘academic forma-
tion received by this
Maltese politician, Frendo
goes on to discuss Mizzi's
professors. In 1911, the
Rector of Urbino University
was Professor Antonio
Vanni, described by Frendo
as ‘un’uomo di sentimenti
democratici’. Vanni was in
favour of the emancipation
of the working classes
through education.
However, as often happens
in politics, these democratic

.sentiments were soon aban-

doned by the wayside and
after Italy was taken over
by a strong Nationalist

Book world

spirit, Vanni joined the fray
and  supported  Italia
Liberale’s  decision to
invade Libya. In his speech,
at the opening of the acade-
mic year of 1911, Vanni con-
mdered such an invasion as
a ‘guerra di civilta’

During this same penod
at  Urbino, there was
Professor Francesco Ercole
whose name would become
associated with Malta’s his-
tory. He lectured on
‘filosofia del diritto’ e ‘storia
del diritto italiano’. Ercole
was described as a kindred
spirit and mentor to Mizzi.
It is of particular interest to
note that  Ercole would
become an open supporter
of the Fascist regime and in
1928 published in Rome a
book entitled Dal

Naz:onahsmo al Fascismo.
amets [iis connection with:

E Malta would become
tangible in the thir-
ties, when the
Fascist regime
. appointed him presi-
i dent of the Regia
Deputazione per la
Storia di Malta.

Frendo also delves
into some of Mizzi's
contribution to
Italian newspa-
. pers. Mizzi's early
works show that
he tried to recon-
cile the Ttalia lib-
erale with his
strong Catholic
sentiments.
These were the
- two opposing
S spirits  prevail-
B ing in Italy at
9 the turn of the
twentieth-cen-
tury. He defines
the Maltese as

" borrowing such

reference from the

Risorgimento and the
famous proposal made by
Gioberti for the Pope to be
king of a United Italy. For
Mizzi, Religion (Catholic)
and Language (Italian)
intertwined and were insep-
arable. In this context,
Frendo considers Mizzi's
concept of Italianitd as a
traditionalist stance rather
than a revolutionary one.
There should be no doubt
that the learning of history
had an important role in the
forma mentis of this
Maltese politician. On read-
ing this pamphlet, I cannot
but conclude this review
with the same thoughts
expressed in the opening

. paragraph in relation to the

current debate about the
role of history in our educa-
tional system. One con-
cludes that our contempo-

rary education is still being ' 8

subjected to some sort of
ideological zealotry' in the
past it was language, now it
is the turn of history. In the
name of progress, history
and culture are being
thrown into the dustbin.

DR SIMON MERCIECA,
DIRECTOR
MEDITERRANEAN
INSTITUTE

A limited number of
copies of the above book
are available from the
KKM bookshop in 6a
Strada Stretta
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