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Sheffield Orchestra 1 It

Simon Mercieca

Sheffield University Wind
Orchestra will be giving a number of
concerts in Malta and Gozo during
Holy Week in collaboration with the
University of Malta’s Mediterranean
Institute.

The first concert will be held at St
Augustine’s church, Victoria, tomor-
row at 7.30 p.m. On Tuesday at 7.30
p.m., the orchestra will perform at
Cospicua parish church, and on
Wednesday at 7 p.m. in the Aula
Magna of the Old University Building,
St Paul Street, Valletta. Entrance to all
three concerts is free; however, those
wishing to attend the Wednesday con-
cert are asked to reserve their seat by
phoning Maria Attard on 2340-2421 as
seating is limited.

The concerts in Malta and Gozo
have a completely different pro-
gramme. The Chorus Urbanus, under
the direction of John Galea, will be
joining the orchestra at Cospicua and
give a 15-minute solo joining the
orchestra in John Williams® beautiful
and moving piece Hymn to the Fallen.
The Cospicua music programme will
also feature Lord God of Abraham
from the oratorio Elijah by
Mendelssohn, the Fanfare for the

Common Man by Copland, composi-
tions by Vaughan Williams and Cesar
Frank, as well as Judith Bingham’s
Bright Spirit and Wouter Lenaerts’
Shadow of Golgotha.

On Wednesday the orchestra will
play Mendelssohn’s Overture for
Harmaonie, Op. 24, Philip Ciantar’s
Ghar Dalam, Philip Sparke’s Time
Remembered and Charles Camilleri’s
latest work;, /I Nestro Tempo,
Respighi’s Huntingtower Ballad for
Band (1932), Peter Meechan’s
Episodes and Echoes, Tim Jackson’s
Passacaglia and George Lloyd’s The
Forest of Arden.

Accompanying the orchestra is bass
singer Dominic Brown and tuba player
Leslie Neish. Tuba legend Roger Bobo
described Neish as “a world class,
state-of-the-art tubist and a superb
musician”. Local musicians from the
University of Malta’s Music Division
and the Johann School of Music will
also join the orchestra.

The music collaboration between
Malta and Sheffield has deep roots.
Sheffield University’s Music depart-
ment has enjoyed a long-standing
friendship and artistic relationship
with Malta thanks to composer
Charles Camilleri. The Music
department recently commissioned
Camilleri’s Il Nostro Tempo, written

The Shcfﬁeid Wind Orchestra.

for a symphonic wind ensemble,
The Sheffield orchestra gave it a
world premiere last May and this
will be the first time it will be per-
formed to the public in Malta.

The enthusiasm among students gen-
erated by this event and the subsequent
studio recording of Camilleri’s wind
works led to a band of almost 50 play-
ers committing itself to visit Malta. The
orchestra will be under its artistic direc-
tor Anthony Houghton,

The orchestra is a concert band hav-
ing wind, brass and percussion instru-
ments, where the audience will be lis-
tening to a particular sound which in
Malta has been somewhat distorted, if
not lost, since it became metamor-
phosed into avillage-band set-up.

The programme, developed by
Anthony Houghton, has taken into
consideration the local ethos expected
from a concert during Holy Week.
Although the concerts all have a dif-

ferent element of spirituality from that
to which the Maltese audience is
accustomed at this time of the year, the
music chosen.is serious and sombre,
and has made it
possible for John Galea’s Chorus
Urbanus to participate in the Cospicua
concert.

Dr Mercieca is director of the
University of Malta'’s Mediterranean
Institute.
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