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Celebrating
intercultural
dialogue with
classical music

Simon Mercieca

This year is dedicated to inter-
cultural dialogue and the Euro-
Med'Anna Lindh Foundation has
earmarked this Thursday as the
day when activities are to take
place all over Europe and the
Mediterranean to celebrate what
has been termed as the ‘Dialogue
night event’.

The University of Malta’s
Mediterranean Institute, with the
support of the Anna Lindh Foun-
dation, is organising three activ-
ities aimed at fostering mutual
understanding. The foundation's
network in Malta is headed by
the institute.

On Wednesday, the University
is hosting an afternoon seminar
focussing on intercultural dia-
logue and migration while on
Thursday two classical music
concerts are being organised, an
operatic concert at noon in the
music room of St James Cavalier,
Valletta, and the second at 7.30
p.m. at the Sacrestia Vaults at the
Valletta Waterfront.

Entrance to both concerts is
free of charge.

The first concert will feature
arias sung by mezzo soprano
Claire Massa, accompanied by
Caroline Calleja at the piano. The
concert will include operatic
pieces from Purcell, Mozart,
Rossini, Bizet, Beethoven,
Gounod, and Menotti others.

The second concert will feature
works for string ensemble by
Telemann, Haydn, Beethoven,
Dvorak and Schumann, as well as
operatic arias by Claire Massa. Dr
Hans Jiirgen Nagel is the artistic

Caroline Calleja

c¢o-ordinator of this evening
event.

There are many ways to
celebrate intercultural dialogue
and music is one way which
helps to awaken the spirit and
symbolises a medium of interac-
tion between cultures. Musicisa
medium by which diverse cul-
tures come together and com-
municate. These concerts are
thus a perfect symbol of cultural
consciousness. Classical musicis
today not only played by Euro-
pean countries, but in all music
conservatories throughout the
world. But perhaps few people
nowadays realise that what is
now considered to be popular
music was originally considered
contentious and divisive.

In a Europe divided by differ-
entreligious creeds and political
ideals, composers had to struggle
until their music was universally
appreciated throughout the con-
tinent. More often than not, the
playing of music was not deter-
mined only by the value of the
composition but more impor-
tantly, by the composer’s creed

or political ideas. If a composer

was not of the same creed, his
music risked not being played at
all.

The same happened with a
number of compositions written
in the late 18th and early 19th
centuries to commemorate mili-
tary victories or to express subtle
political outcries. Such innuen-
does have nowadays been lost
and this music is rightly being
termed classical, implying a
genre of music embodying uni-
versal values. In other words, it
ceased to be the music of a
restricted group and has become
music for the masses.

Claire Massa

msteal-genre of the Elizabethan
style.
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