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Correct role models for
Maltese sacred music

s | read with great interest Lino
Bugeja’'s feature on sacred
music (The Sunday Times,
January 10).

I have strong reservations
about the aesthetic value of
Giuseppe Caruana's hymns, and
strongly disagree that his music
can satisfy the Pope's concerns,
who is known to be a keen and
accomplished musician.

From a preliminary study
undertaken by the music division
at the Mediterranean Institute, it
resulted that at least one of Caru-
ana’'s compositions is far from
unique or aesthetic.

Seme time ago, as director of
the Mediterranean Institute, [
backed John Galea to encourage
students following historical
musicology to undertake studies
on 19th century Maltese com-
posers. The music of Paolino
Vassallo (among others) was
identified for this study.

Incidentally, the name of this
composer was omitted in Mr
Bugeja's article, despite the fact
that he is the most important late
19th and early 20th century Mal-
tese composer.

Nevertheless, thanks to the
support received from Fr
Albert Borg, who opened up
the rich-musie archives at the
Augustinian Priory in Valletta
to the students; research was

undertaken on a popular
hymns written by Mr Vassallo.
Karin Grech edited some of Vas-
sallo’s work in her BA (Hons) dis-
sertation entitled Two Com-
posers in the Musical Archives of
Cospicua Parish Church and
Augustinian Convent in Valletta:
Fr Andrea Schembri, S] (1805-
1872) and Paoline Vassallo
(1856-1923).

Both her thesis and the way
this work was supervised by Dr
Galea received special praise by
the appointed foreign examiner,
Richard Divall.

To our surprise, it turned out
that the music of one of Caru-
ana’'s most popular hymns, that
is, L-Innu ta’ Filghodu - Rega’
Sebah Ja Mulejja (words by
Dun Karm) bears a striking
resemblance to an earlier
composition of Mr Vassallo
written in the form of an
antiphon for the feast of St
Lawrence in Birgu!

Before proposals and names
are put forward to be used as role
models for sac-red music in
Malta, a proper study should be
undertaken by experts to ascer-
tain the real aesthetic value of the
composers works.

Simon Mercieca
Director,
Mediterranean Institte

University of Malta, Msida
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