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BEZQA U XAGHRA

, Meta konna tfal konna nigruy u nifirhu, nilaghbu, inpartu u

naghtu l-affarijiet tal-loghob lil xulxin. U kultant, ghax it-tfal
dejjem tfal xi hadd minna kien jerga’ jibdielu wara ftit u jibda
jnewwah ghax irid 1lura l-hwejjeg 1li jkun ta jew partat.
M’ghandniex xi nghidu, l.iehor ma jkunx irid jaghti lura 1-
oggett 1i jkun ha ghax “min jaghti ma jergax jiehu”, Biex ma
jingalax dat-tilwim, malli jsir il-partit gieli konna naghmlu
bezqa u xaghra: jigifieri wiehed jigbed xaghra minn ras l-iehor
v dan, wagt 1 tkun fl-art, jobZog fugq ix-xaghra, B'hekk kul-
hadd kien ikun jaf i l-ftehim ma jinhallx. U bisx tiehy lura
1-oggett 11 tkun tajt — hekk konna nghidu — trid terﬁa twahhwl
ix-xaghra f’postha u tibla’ r-rig mill-art.

Jekk nieqfu nahsbu ftit naraw i d-drawwa tat-tfal 1i sem-
mejna tighor fiha 1-fdalijiet ta’ kuntratt primittiv mibni mhux
fug ii-kitba imma fuq il-kelma moghtija 1lil xulxin u mwettga
bié-¢erimonja sempli¢i ta’ beiga u xaghrd, Fil-mohh primittiv,
bhala bi¢ta mill-gisem, dawn kienu jfissry 2-zewg bnedmin n
kellhom bhal setgha msahhra (magika) fug dak 1 jkun jekk
jerga’ lura minn kelmtu. Mhemmx aghar milli tikser il-kelma
1i tkun tajt; il-Malti jghidilna: “Il-barri jintrabat minn grunu
u l-bniedem jintrabat minn keimiu”. Imma dil-“kelma” titlob
bhal ¢erimonja zghira. Ghalhekk fost in-nizs primittivi, sew
tal-imghoddi kemm tal-lum, insibu drawwist bhal dawn, fost-
hom dik li jhalltu jew jixorbu demm xulxin (blcod covenant).
U bhad-demm hekk ukoll il-bzieq, Frazer ighidilna 1 fost il-
Wachagen tal-Afrika tal-Lvant, meta tnejn minn nies jazhmilu
ftehim solenni i ma ijinhallx, gieli jobzgqu f’halg xulxin, u n-
Nandi tal-British East Africa biex iwsttqu ftehim, nghidu ahna
zwieg jew bejgh ta’' frat jew tagham, jobzqu bhalg turija 4 I
ftehim sar (1). Fl-Iskozja grajt 1i hemm blata fejn il-halfa kienet
issir billi jobzgu fugha. Donald A, Mackenzie fil-ktieb “Scottish
Folk-Lore and Folk Life” (2) ighid hekk: Near Edinburgh market
cross is the “heart of Midlothian”, formed by granite setts in the
street. The custom of spitting on the centre of it is still practised.
In former times luck was secured, increase ensured and compacts
made by spitting upon a stone. Fish wives spat upon the first
silver coin received when vending fish; livestock dealers spat on
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their palms-when g bargain was arranged and before they shook
hand. Brand refers to the spitting custom in the north of England
when asseverations were made. Colliers who combined to demand
an increase of wages spat upon a stone “by way of cementing
their confederacy”. “Hence”, adds Brand, “the popular saying,
when persons are of the same party or agree in sentiments that
they spit upon the same stone.” Ahna wkoll f'pajjizna darba kel-
Ina l1-Imhallef tal-Bezga, u sallum meta rridu nigbdu s_sahta fuq
xi hadd, nobzqu waqt li nghidu kelmiet bhal “Hajz”, “Izzi ghalik”
“Pu ghal wic¢cek”.

Twemmin u drawwiet i ghandhom X'jagsmu max-xaghar
ghandna hafna Malta. Nafu li bniedem muswaf nghidu li hu
b’'sahhtu — haga 1i tfakkarna fil-grajja ta’ Sansun fil-Bibbja u
1i nsibuha wkoll fost in-nies ta’ Amboyna fl-East Indies (3). Fir-
rhula taghna ghadhom sallum jemmnu 1 meta xsbba jew
mara tagta’ xagharha ahjar tigbor ix-xaghar u terfghu xi mkien,
ghax jekk xi hadd isibu jista jaghmillek maghmul. Sal-1676
wara, naqraw li meta kien imut xi hadd kienu jidhlu n-newwieha
fil-kamra tal-mejjet u jibdew jixehru u jibku, jaghtu fug sidir.
hom u jgattghu xagharhom u jitfghuh fit-tebut, u sahansitra
kienu jagtghu x-xaghar ta’ denb iz-ziemel tal-mejjet. L-irgiel nies
il.mejjet kienu johorgu mid-dar wara tmint ijiem, imma bil-
lehja twila. Uhud jemmnu wkoll li meta jagaghlek xaghrek
kmieni ghax tkun tahseb jew gharef hafna u ghalhekk ighidu:
“L~ebda hmar m’hawn fartas”.

Issa dan kollu jurina 1li x-xaghar kien jitqies bhala haga 1-
iktar importanti fil.bniedem wu ghalhekk ma nistaghgbux kif
dahal fid-drawwa jew “kuntratt” li semmejna fil-bidu. Qabel
ma bdew isiru l-kuntratti bil-miktub skond il-ligi, il-bdil, tpar-
tit jew ghoti ta’ artijiet, ogsma, bini, e¢¢. kien isir gquddiem
girien u xhieda ohra. Imbaghad, taht is-sistema fewdali, il-
Kitba kienet twettaq il-bejgh li jkun ga sar gabel permezz ta’
cerimonja zghira, Kienu jmorru fugq il.post, il-bejjiegh u x-
xerrej, u jiehdu maghhom ix-xhieda u l-girien 1i jkollhom in-
teress fit-trufijiet tal-art li sa tinbiegh. U s-sid jew bejjiegh kien
jagta’ zarguna jew jerfa’ ponn hamrija eé¢c¢. u jaghtih lill-iehor
quddiem kuthadd bhala sinjal tal-pussess tal-art u 1-bini ta’
fugha (4). Iktar wara kienu juzaw hwejjeg ohra biex jaghtu
I-pussess. Daqqiet kien jinghata per wunum ramum arboris
(v’fergha ta’ sigra), ohra per fustem et per baculum (biz-zokk u
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bil-baklu) jew per haspam vel annuwlum (bil-molla jew curkett),
per cultellum (bis-sikkina), per crucem (bis-salib), u bi hwej-
jeg ohra. U ma’ dawn insibu wKoll i wahda mid-drawwiet kie-
net 1i jagtghu troffa xaghar quddiem l-altar; hekk ghamel
William Earl of Warwick meta ta xi artijiet lill-knisja ta’ Si.
Pancras ta’ Lewes (per capillos capitis suis......... quos abscidit
de capitibus suis cum cultella ante altare (5). Jigifieri nafu fiz-
zegur illi l.gtugh u l-ghoti ta’ ftit xaghriet fiz-Zmenijet tan-nofs
kien jintuza bhala rahan 1 jwettaq il-bejgh jew trasferiment
ta' artijiet minn bniedem ghal ichor.

Quddiem xhieda bhal din, dik il-loghba 1li konna nilazhbua
meta konna tfal, tiehu importanza li gatt ma konna nobsru
fiha. Beiga w zaghra! Fdalijiet ta’ drawwa gadima li taghha
ghad ma nstabux dokumenti miktuba fMalta. Hekk hafna
- drabi, taht il-wi¢e tal-loghob tat-tfal jirnexxilna nsibu t-tif-
kira ta’ hwejjeg u drawwiet 1i darba wahda kienu tal-ikbar im-
portanza u serjeta fil-hajja ta’ kuljum. -
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