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LEMEN IL-MAL TI 
L-GMOXRIN SENA LULJU-SETT., 1950. GTladd 233-235, 

L·ILSIEN j\tIALTI U L·POLJTKA 
SEJMA TA' L·;£DITUR. 

II-poplu jingliarat milHlsien li jitkellem, Anna JVIaitin gnax 
nitkellmu bil-Malti, dak l-ilsien Ii ha ismu mill-gzira Ii tweZiclna 
u k{)inw fiha. 

iv!ela h"rfa!tl lw tal-M:altin kollh:t. 

Mela Hlsien llIalti hl( Hlsien tal-partiti kollha. 

Min jichdu jew jilgliab bih gliall-Tisebijiet ta' rasu jku7l 
jichad II jilghab bH~em ta' Hat hanina Ii tatu /-twelid. 

Lehen il-Matti rna hu marbut ma' i-ebda ]Jartil ]Jolitku. 

Hu marbllt mill-bidu sa l-anlwT mal-]Jrogramm Ii l-movi

ment MaZti ghamel lilu nnijsu mill-bidu nett; jigijieri Ii jzornm 
il-Malti meqjmn Ii miZlnllm jil-ghoH /il-gzira {ejn hu mitkelZem 1l 

mijhuln minn kulhadd ,'"Corta wanda. Dan lin l-]Jrogramm taghna. 

La hrignamimw u l-anqas bi lisiebna noflOrYll minnu. 

Min ma jfi::ck!l~f il-Malti m'glianclu,r gliax jibza' minna. 

Alina na!u li, politikament, l-imsehbin tal-71wL'iment Malii u 

Hcittieba tax-,wghlijiet Maltin rna jahsbnhiex ~cortCl wal/cla g7wx 
hemm min jidhirlu li l-gicl jista' jsir mocl II hemm ohmjn Zi 
jahsbuha mod iehoT. 

Dzn hija Hiberta essenzjali gTiad-demokrazija. 

lmma j'dak li lwwa Malti, Hstudjn wU-qaTi tie{fhu jil-Gzira 

lJhaZa lsi,;n nazzjo71ali, il-membri tal-moViment, 1l b'dil-keI17la 

ni/hern is-wcjetajiet kollha Ii jiel'ldu hsieb il-Malti, huma m:Lr
butin ilkoll holqa ma' holqa. 

U I-tifl/na }Wloq flim7cien jaghmlu l-katina qa.wwija tal-mo

vim'.HLi M aUi. 

Min 1ipprova jkisser din iHwtiua, jitkisser lw, 
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Ghax ir-Rebha tal-llsien Malti kienet milctuba jiHjrajja ta' 
Hstorja Ii ghandha Higijiet tagnha. Bhall-univers. Din iHigi 
tghid Ii meta poplu jali.kem lil iehor, il-hakleiem igiegnel lill
mank11.m iwarmb ilsienu u jghollilu tiegrw. 

IHigi tal· bask Ii tghid: Min ii/Ian jag'hti. 

Imma mbagh'ld hemm li[ji ohra sehbitha li tgli.iel Ii malli 1-
In:xhknm itajjal' il-madrna,d minn tnq spallejh, hu jafterma mhu 
po:iW;;ament Zl leuUunIlment billi jagnti l-ewwel post, lei/ haqqu, 
lilHisien fa i -poplu. 

He7clc gam ij'la1ta. Heick gara qabel /icl-clinja. B.eklc (jar a 
Ungerija. Rll.m~mij 2, Bulgarja. K~je]wslO1:a7cja, Tllrkija, FinZa.'I
dja, il-pajjizi BaWci, /il-Gzejjer ta' Faroes. fir-Russja u bnacli 
ohm. 

Ghalhekk 11'1. A. Vassalli deher Ii tile! fi zmienu imma rebail 
10ara 130 sena. Fi zmienu l-lWkma tal-barrani 7cienet qawwija 
II gTiall1e7ck kell1l jitle! bU-jors. Dawn l-ahhar .min hawn Malta 
kibret il-hakma ta!-kotra u maZ-kotra reban Mikiel Anton Vus
saZli li .']-sa h ha ta' l-idejal tie{lhu lug ,z menijietna tinltass aktar 
mis-sahha La' kull lvlalti iehor. 

Iz-zmien ghalr.lq l1awn Malta geTha Ii kienet ilha miftuha. 
Min jerga' jit!ah.l1a. jo.1/ra(j id-dmija. 

Qed llikteb /tit granet qabel l-eZezzjonijiet. Sa ma clil-kitba 
toh1'Og stampata, inkunl1 ilna najn T-rie,la taZ-poplu. Jinghazel 

min jingnazel bie.r imexxi d-clestin ta' Malta, ahna naghmlu 
cej na liZ kulliacld, lill-partiti koZlha, clawk Ii rebhu Zl (lawk Ii til/u 
xorta wahda: 

"Ohorgu i-MaLti miZl-poiitka tal-partiti. l1alluh ighix il-hajja 
tiegliu kulturali 1t lingwistika mingnajr tjixldl 1l l-ghaj/) tal
jircla. 

Ghax l-ilsien tal-poplu ighaqqad {lhandu II mhux ji/red, briell
ma [-Inglif! ig'haqqad lill-Inglizi, il-FranCiz lill-FranCizi, it--Tal-

jan lit-Taljani" 

Helck ikun.! 

28-8-&0. 



71 

Zew{2: .Poeziji iHaltin It l-Awturi hO/H 

.!'vIina ANTON CASSAR. 

Mhux biss ll-ftit xeth li he:!llm be,in il-poezi;a "Elnti" tn' 
Karmenu Vas:;allo u I-poezija ';Lil Bintl" ta' Guze Chetcuti, 11 1-
parallellizmu li bih xi minn daqqiet jimxu, U I-hafna kUntrast Ii 

he111m b(jniethom, g'agh&lni nikteb dan Hstudju kritku, izda 
wkoll biex nuri s-sbuhija ta' dawn iz-zewg poezijiet Ii 
izda li twieldu f'ambjent differenti, ghalkemm nistghu nghidu fi 
zmien wiened, minn zewg poeti ta' karattru differenti, Ii hum:~ 
ddestinati li jhallu isem sa bib. fi1-g;rajja taHetteratura ta;;hna, 
U jekk inharsu lejn l-eta zagbzugha taghhom u niftakru kem:l1' 
19.hqu kitbn tajjeb, gnandna gnalfejn nittamaw li huma ghad 
lkunu tr>ejn milHsban kwiekeb fis-sema letterarju Mali i. 

F'dawn lz-zewg poeziji hemm karatte~'istika wanda Ii tidher 
l-aktar, 1i l-aktar tlaqqaghhom fLmkien u xxebbahhom mo.' xUl
xin barra minn karatteristiki onrajn ta' inqas sahha u qawwa 
ta' ghazla. Din il-karatteristika, Ii fihom tidher l-aktar u 11 biha 
t-tnejn jiftnu l-gh,mja taghhom hija dik illi fit-tweEd Ll' b;nt
hom jaghirfu l-qa,w\va halEeqa VAlla u li hUm). 11121 humi::x gTl'.lj:' 
l-ghodda Ii biha Huwa jinqeda, It-tnejn, fit-twelid ta' binthom 
jaraw ll-qawwa ta' Mallieq li jista' kollox, It-tnejn bnal jam
mettu illi l-bluha u l-kburlja ta' zghuzithom u d-dell tan-·nlket 
li j:mewwet kull fiajr fil-qalb u c-cpar li sata' kifes id-dawl t::1' 

hajjithom, gheb quddiem dan il-mirakll1 tat-tweEd ta' binthom. 
Vassallo jiftafi Il-poezija tleghu b'vel'si Ii jfissrn tajjeb 1-

ghageb u t-tqanqil li hass u garrab fit-twelid ta' bintu, 
Rajt dak in-llhar jiHnilja kollha tieohll 

iHcabor ta' Dl'iegh Alla ta' l-Insara: 
II minn gi'wjllejja 
glWl jllq haddejja 
hassejt yrwcZdejja 
(l-euncel bil-biza', mbagTi'd bil-ferh) blWl xmara 
tahraq ta' dmllgTi, 

Vassallo jkomp:'i jghld illl ghadu jemmen u jjb~la' h?kk, ghal
kE:'::nm bosta dra.bl Hnaterja li g;e' fiha hija maghlu=ta r-ruh 
tiegfin nabtet tgfiajji u tegnleb dik il-q::nvwa gewwienZl, dik 
ix-xejra u Hnklinazzjoni tiegnu ghat-tajjeb U l-a::l.usija, 1z::b 
fdin il-gJieda qalila tleghu-·u minghajr dubju II qalila kienet i\-
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hajja ta' dan il-poeta tap.-niket-f'din il-glieda tal-ghannej tas
Siggiewi, il-poeta kellu jghinuh l-ghc:icd ta' r.unu, dawk ihkwali
tajiet sbieh u tajbin Ii jaghZluh u jerfgnuh mill-kotra u jaghmlnh 
po eta. 

Jien ghadni nemmen 1l nibqa' hekk! It-tajal 
Ii t-tain Ii t-trab Ii bihom gismi ssawwar 
nabtll jUju go jija 
aktar minn darba d-dija 
tax-.Temx helwa tat-tama li tal-qdllsija; 
i?-da Z-ghodod ta' ruhi 
- Ii taj bicca minn AHa -
lWl ssaddu qatt sal-Iwn: baqghu misnllna 
sabiex jitqabd1( ann1lna 
ma' gismi 10 irazzn1lh. 

F'versi mlll-isbah ta' kliem ghani u frazeoiogija mill-onLl, 
Vassallo jistqarr illi ma kenitx il-hila tie gnu 1i hliqa sabiha 
l110gnnija bil-gmiel u bi:-hajja giet fid-d:nja. iida I-qawwa t'Alla 
Ii hala.q ko::ox, Ii jzomm k{)llox. 11 janseb ghal kol:ox; hu ma 
kienx ghajr l-ghodda u I-mezz. 

Izda, ja binti, ma kenitx iI-hila 
ta' missierek II t'ommok 
Ii libnb ghajnejk xeghlet bid-dawl, U '1 jommok 
glianiet bil-qaUJ7Da tat-tbissim II Z-bUci; 
kienet I-Icl t'AZZa twila, twila, twila ... 

Chetcnti bna: Vassa:lc, jiftah il-poezija tieghn billl jNna 
x'nHhmu lEi ghalkemm habat f'zghoz:tu joh:'og mlt-triQ 'tai
Mulej, madankollu meta has€b f'blntu, qabel ma taha il-hajja, 
xeghlet gewwa fih ix-xrara tas-sewwa u tat-tjubija u niedem 
talab mahIra, 

Lil Dak li min'i lirabt 
min/uh, kif kont, b"zghllZiti 
jil-blur..a ta' kbuTiti ... 

Fl-ew\vel versi tal~poez,ljl£t taghhom dawn iz-zevv'g' pGeti ghand
hom hafna punti Ii fl.hom jaqblu bejniethom, h8mm hafna 1i huwa 
komun.i ghalihom it .. tmejn. Iz:ia Vassallo fit-tW2Ld ta.' bin,tu 
jidher Ii huwa milqnt mi1hmlsteru tal-gene.razzjOlli ta' tarbija l~, 

meta titw~eled u jaraha quddiemu, jitqanqal mi-U-qlegh u jinfexx 
f'ghuna ta' tifhir lil AlIa Ii jista' kollox u lill-gmiel tat-tarbija 
helwa. U Chetcuti mill-bftnda l-ohra sa minn qabel ma twieldet 
it-tarbija, beda jahseb tiha. f:::rs'i sa l1afna minn qabel huwa xtaq 



is··safa. L-ewwel parti tahpoezija ta' Chetcuti 1l1inghajr ma trid 
tfa:kkrek f'poezija ohm mlnn tleghu Ii hi "Ghanja tao Mhabba". 

FI-ewwel strofi tal-poezlja "Lil Bintl", Chetcuti jghanni 
I-fe.rh bla mtabba' u s-safa ta' l-'lmhabba li kien xtaq u fittex 
fi xbejba 11 :kellha tkun is-si::>hba Uegha nl-mixl ta' hajtn. Din 
it-taqsima tal··ghanja tleghu ~ma t.fissirx ghajr ix-xenqa tleghu 
ghal dak Ii kien qIegl1ed iftttex u sab u tmina bic-car u bil
qawwa I-giri tiegnu wara dak I-Ideal tao hajtll - is-safa ta' 
Hmhabba. 

Hassejt 1'Ulii titrieghed, 
Blial dell ta' hemm jitbieglied, 
1l sibt 
Ii dak li xtaqt kont ksibt: 

Gliax jien xtaqt terli bla mtabba'. 
Is-saja ta' Hmhabba, 
Wil-gmiel 
Li mhu,r; gliallcemm jidbiel. 

L-istess filpoezija tieghu "Ghanja ta' Mha,bba", naraw il-poeta 
jigri wara I-Ideal ta' hajtu, iftttex dik l-gllanja ta' mhabba Ii 
jixt:Ieq ighannl hu, kif ihosshu gewwa qalbu u kif Jjfhimha hu. 
Fittixha knllimiken dlk il-ghanja tieghu, Ohet-cuU; fittixha fil
gmiel imxerred tal-holCl,ien, fit-tleblib tal-kwie:keb, ftd··dehra 
ghaxxleqa ta:l-ward, nd-dawl .tar-Re:bbiegha,fiz-zer.n1q ta' fil
ghodu, fitUxha fix-xoghol u t- tha,brik tal-hajja, fit.tixha sahan
sitra fil-ghors u fil-fl:ugha, ~Zda .mbaghad fittixha fejn qall'bu 
hebritu: fitt.ixha go knisja fejn talab lil Al:a Mulej, 

F'gliajnejh qrajt Hmnabba 
F'gliajnejh qrajt il-hniena 
U tlabt Hu j-mexxini 
FiZ-zmien illi gei. 

u I-poeta hass qa.lbu tistrleh, hass Id"-'dwejjaq u n-niket inollu 
minn mi€ghu l-kta)jen ia' jasar u jghibu, u f'sidru xeghlet tama 
qawvvija. L-Cdeal tas-safa ta' Hmha.bba deher jlddi fuq ix-xefaq 
ta' hajtu u hu l11exa lejh fil-henaqawwi ta' min ikunsab :::-egh}un 
safja Ii jaqtghu l-ghatx tal-hajja u hu mexa lejh fil-biki ta' ferh 
ta' min ikun infeda u kiseb il-helsien. Hekk ghanna f' "Ghanja 
ta' Mhabba", 

Fittixtha, /ittil;tha 
u gliandek biss sibtha 
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merjllgha r)o qalbeJ(, 
II b'xejn rna tidbiel 

Ja tjaila ta' mhabbti 
Ja xbejba hanina 
Ja mara ta' naiti 
Din l-ghanja ta' (jmiel. 

Id·dhu~ taO l-ghanja ta' Chetcutl jixghel bi xrar lirlku, Ii fill 
huwa jes'prlmi x-xewqa kblra ta' hajtn, ix-xenqa tas-safa ta' 
l-imhabba. Il-bqija tal-pC,2zija tieghu hija dldattika. IZda 
I-poezlja "Binti" ta' Vassallo hlja ghal kollox llrika u fil-versi 
tieghu ma nar,awx hag'ohra ghajr it·tqanqil Ji qa.jmu fih it-tweEd 
u I-mewt ta' bintu. F:-ewwel taqsima tal-poezljet taghhom, 
hs€bijiethom jixxiebhu, buma kwazi identici fis-sens illi t-tnejn, 
it-twelld ta' binthom iqanqalhom mill-qi€gh u t-tnejn jaraw fi11 
il-qawwa l'lallieqa t'Alla. IZda fit-tteni taqsima, iz-zewg' p02ti jlehdu 
triq differenti II din it-triq taghhom differenti m'hix gejja biss 
mill-karattru poetiku dlfferenti taghhom izda hija wkoll infiu
\venza ta mic-clrkostanzl ta' kull wiehed minnhcm, wara t-tweEd 
ta' binthcm. Fit-tleni taqs~ma tal-pClez':ja ta' Chetcuti na.raw 
il-poeta didattiku Jj jrid iha]li lezzjoni Iil blntu Ii ti,bqa' tghix. 
FE-waqt li fit-tienitaqsima tal-poezlja ta' Vassallo, naraw 
il-'poeta liriku-pessimista li jibki x-xorti kiefra Ueghu uta' blntu 
Ii tmut. 

Mhux biss minn dawn iz ·zcwg poezijiet .Ii f,uqhom qeghdin 
nlthaddtu, a11na nistghu nindunaw illi hemm differenza ta' kal'at
tru poe ~iku u differ2nzata' xejTiet u Inklinazzjonijlet bejn 
iz-zewg p02ti izda wkoll mill-poezljlet kollha li kltbu s'lssa, 
Ghalin:;t Karmenu Vasssllo huwa poeta lil'iku, U Guze Chetcuti 
poeta didattiku. B daqsl1ekk ma rrldux ngh~du illi Vassallo, rna 
kltlbx poezija dldattika U G,uze Chetcuti ma thajjarx jlftah gwen
hajh f'tHjiTiet Jiriki }-aktar imn;:-,bb11in. Izda din m'hlx il-qaghda 
naturali taghhom, ghalkemm dan il-klliem igho.dd aktar ghal 
Vassallo ml!L ghal Cr:etcuti, ghax nahsbu li Chetcuti jinqeda 
kwazi l-istes') bil-lirika u kemm bld-didattika, ghalkemm huwa 
aktar jls,pikka na' l-ahhar. 

Il-fehma Ii Vassallo huwa p-oeta liriku qabel kollox ma 
.i:l~trjh::l hadd. U dan nafuh mhux biss mi,ll-ewwel ktleb tieghu 
ta' poezija. "Nirien", li huwa m' :nli b'poeZija soggettiva, (u fejn 
iI-k21ma "Ji8n" tidher il-hin kolJu!) iZda nafuh ukoll minn stqar-
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rlja Ii ghall1e: il-~oeta nnifsu u li hi mehuda ll1~d·-dah:a tal-ktieo 
tieghu "Kwiekeb Ta' QaIbl": "Fll-ghanjiet tleghi, sew jekk 
mehud~n kollha f'daqqa kemm jekk mehudin wahda wahda, 
hemm dik Ii ahna nsejnulha poezlja Erika. IhpCieZija J.irika hi 
mija fil-mija poezija soggeWva, poezija-jien.Fl kliell1 dehor, 
il-poeta liriku aktar ighanni dak Ii mess u ggarrab qalbu mqanqla, 
miLi I-hwejjeg u l-grajji:::t 11 jqajll1u u jruisslu f'ruhudak Ii 
jghanni. Gha;ldaqstant u la hadd m'ghandu u lanqas hadd ma 
jis,ta: jlumni jekk kemm-il da!'ba f'dawn il-ghanjiet tieghi ja,ra u 
jsib fuq kollox u qabel kollox dak It-tig,rib ta' ferh jew niket, ta' 
saem jew ghawg', ta' apoteos,i jew 11-ll1aqlu,b Ii minnu ghaddejt 
j;ena nnifsi". F'dawn ll-ke:mlet ti.eghu stess anna naraw mlg;bul'a 
I-vokazzjoni ta' Vassallo, U din il··vokazzj.cilli, swew mhux ft.it 
il-hqir, in-nlket u t-tigrib k~oefe!l' biex sawruha. U sanansitra 
meta xi mlndaqqlet xi ghanjiet minn tieghu jinzebghu xl fUt 
b':ewn didattiku bhal "Lil Ibnl Herman-Baruch", Lll Marti·, u "Lil 
Ibni O:lvel' Pan:" ma nonqsux ,li nindunaw b'dak ix-xl~a,r lirlkLl 
11 jlxghel fil-vel'sl tiEghu kollha, u nlnd.,unaw illl anki meta I-poeta 
jkellem hI u~iedu jew lil ma.rtu fuq l-oghla i,dljall tal-hajja, Alla, 
ld-Din, I-Ilslen u Alt it-twelid, il-kliem tieghu tan"nirien u tal
qilla rna jonqsux. Il-personallta ti€ghu rnhegga qieghda dejjern 
hemm. 

Ma nistghux nghldu ,li Guze Chetcuti huwa poeta dC,dattiku 
biss u xejn izjed, u lanqas nistghu nghldu li huwa poeta didattiku 
par excellence. Mill-versi Ii tana s'issa ahna issa nilrnhuh bhala 
poeta didat.t.iku, issa poeta narra'tiv u drarnmat,ku u drabi ohm 
nGmhuh bhala poeta liriku. U biex wiehed jlnduna kemm dana 
huwa minnu blzzejjed jaqra I-poe~ijlet ta" kull gilamJa 11 k}teb u 
j,ossel'va l .. hafna suggetti diversi li kiteb fuqhom. Jekk naqraw 
il-poezijiet tieghu fiz-zewg kotba Ii nareg "Po.eziji" u "Melita 
Invlcta" rna rridux wIlOq bi·ex n:lg,u ghall-konJ.(;:uzzjoni Ii fil-poez1ja 
ta' ChE'tcuti jirrifiettu ruhhom il-grajjiet ta' :hlni,enu u zmienna. 
U minn dan nistghu naraw ghaLa .}-poeZija ta' Chetcuti hija aktar 
dldattika, narratlva u xi drabi d,rammatka filLlll hi Erika. Gnax 
aktaJ.:x li '1 poeta lirlku, iHgrajjipt ta' zmienu rna j.i:nfiuwenzuwhx 
aktar milli jinfiuwenzaw71 iH~r..tjjiet p-el'sonali tieghu. Il-poezija 
ta' Vassallo setghet inkitbet mitt sena i.lu jew mitt sena ohra. iZcta 
dejjem tibqa' poez,ija lirika, b'ebda infiuwenza ta.l-grajjiet taz
zmien li fih tkun inkitbet. 

Il-·poezlja ta' Chetcuti m'hix Ie poezlJa didattika wehedha, 
harxa, niexfa jew rninghajr hjilijiet ta' immaginazzjoni, 11-
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pa,ezija taO Chetcutl hlja poezlja dldattika~l~lY:ika. F gha11jletu 
naraw clik it-tendema qLw\vija tiegnu biex ighallem 11 jwlddeb. 
1)11:11 ma naraw fll-poezijiet tieghu "Lil BlnL", "Ana 11 Art. tweli
dek" u "Stmna s·ghadu". Ii:la fil-hin 11 huwa jikteb biex isa'.\;'War 
iHezzjonijlet tieghu huwa jbHJ e-pinna ticghu fit.··t:grib u £in
niket u xi drabi fi:-hena n fil-ferh ti.eghu. Gha,1 din j,r-raguni 
I-po€zija ta' Chet-cutl alma n~ej11.u:ha dida tt:ka-lirika. 

Issa wara Ii studjajna I-bidu jew id-daJ.1.1a ta' dawn iz-zewg 
poezijiet u rajna kif il-hsieb ta' 1-ispirazzjonui taghhom jaqbel 
u war:J. Ii fuq fuq ezaminajna 11 analizzajna l-karattru taghhom u 
s:bna H huwa difIerenti, inkmnp'lu ni-t11.addtu fuq il-bqija tal
poezljiet. tagl'lhom u naraw kif jlzvi:u,ppaw l1'W1e11.hom u ninnut,aw 
ll-ftit xebh u I-hufna kuntrast Ii hemrn bejniethol11, 

l<~'djk 11 h;:nvnhekk qeghd;n in,<;ejhu t-tieni taqsima ta,l-ghan
.iiet. t.a' dawn iz-zewg poeti,il1sibu Ii c-clrkustanzi u l-g-rajjiet 
111a jaqblux ghax bint Vassallo tl11ut ubint ChetcuLi tibqa' tghix; 
gnalhekk il-po€ziji tao bil-fors ma tantx jista' jkun li jkollhom 
xebh jew taqbil. IZ-zew~' poezijiet jizviluppaw rwieJihom b'man
jiera differenti, mhux biss gbax il-kal'attlu poetiku tal-poeH Imwa 
differenti izda ghax il-gl'ajja u c-cirkustanzi huma differenti 
wkoll; u 1i kieku ma kienx helll111 xi xebh jew xi hji'el ta' parallel
lizmu f'dik Ii alma Eejjahna l-ewwel taqsima u xl fUt fit-Ueni 
taqslma, kieku ma kien ikun hemm ebda 10k ghal stu:iju kompa-
rattly bejn iz-zewg·poezijiet. ' 

Bint Vassallo tmnt, u din il-mewt tat-tarbija bIlal ta' warda 
fil-ftuh taghha, kienet l-is.pirazzjoni tat-tien: taqsima ta' din il
lirlka ta' Vassallo. Mafna mill-poezljiet ta' VassUilio jispiccaw 
b'nota taO pessimizmu, jew b'xi tnehi>da ta' qtigh-ll-qa:b uta' 
illuzzjoni u din il-poezija "Binti" hija bil'-.ragun karatteristika ta' 
davi'll il-poezijist tieghu ghax hija wkol! tisplcca bi tnehi,cla ta' 
iEuzzjoni. 

Kont innobbok tassew u hlitt li mhabbti 
nissokta nkattar, kull ma jmur ghaZik: 
lUitt li nagnmel minn kollox ghall-gid tieghek: 
ghax l-isbah t(!n~~et tieghi kienu tik. 

Imma d-dejr ta' tamieti 1l ta' xewqati 
sibt li bnejtu tir-ramel: 
hu ggarrat minnutih 
ma' l-ewweZ zitta rih: 
u jiena bqajt biZ-halma ta' jrughati .... 
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Li kieku bint il-poeta baqghet hajja forsi l-poezija tieghll 
kienet tizviluppa ruhha l1 tissawwar bhal poezijiet l-ohra t:egnu 
"Lil Ibni Herman-Baruch" u "Lil Ibni Oliver Paul", Ii fihom 
ikellem lil uliedu ghaz-zmien gejjienl. 

Ftakar ibni malibub, !takal' Ii jisme1c 
Gwerrier tal-Paci! 
Sehmek mela t-taqbid; 
dmirek rebha ta' sliema! 
Hajjet ii-gens taZ-bniedem 
mhix hUe! siZta dejjiema. 

11 Iil ibnu Oliver Paul, 
Fl-ahhar, xi darba, qabel jasal tmieme1c 

int, li tkun iggelidt w ghelibt l-gliedewwa 
ta' liajtek u xortik, tal-haqq u s-seWWa 
tolirog qawwi n rebbieli. 

IZda t-tieni taqsima tal-poezija "Binti" hija tnehida 1J 

karba fuq il-mewt tat-tarbija :--
.Ma domtx nitpaxxa bik, gliaxqa ta' qalbi 

u l-akbaT hena ta' zgnuziti mzewga! 
Bint Chetcuti tibqa' tgnix; u f'dik Ii anna nsejhu l-kllmpla

ment tal-poezija Ueghu, insibu kliem jahraq ta' taglHim Ii jis
sawwar f'lezzjoni li huw3. jaghti lil blntu u f'bintu lil kull mara 
Maltija Ii titwieled. Dan il-kliem ta' Chetcuti huwa I-akbar tif
kira, l-akbar patrimonjll Ii jista' jhalli lil bintu. F'kull kelma, 
f'kull.vers u f'kull strofa hemm marsllsin tagnlim u idejali I;:bar, 
Ii jibqg'hu jkunu s-sejha lil bosta generazLjonijiet ta' nisa. 
Donnu Chetcuti bi kliemu jtina x'nifhmu illi jixtieq Ii bintu 
tk1L.'1 bhal xi wahda minn dawk in-nisa Ii tant Iddistingwew ir
wi~hom fHstorja, bhal Florence Nightingale, Santa cecllja, 
Saffo, Govanna D'Arko U ohrajn; bhal 111a Vassallo jixUeq Ii 
wl'iedu jkunu xi haga, meta jikbru, ,meta '1 wiened isemmih 
Herman-Baruch, Gwerrier tal-Paci, u bi Gwen'ier tal-Pad wiened 
jifhem bniedem li jahdem biex ic-civilta taghna tixtered u tis
tatghna u biex jekk ikun l1:ehtieg jitqabad u jehodha ma' dawk li 
jfixklu l-avanzi tagfiha, u Hehol' isemmih Oliver Paul, Ii kif 
ighldilna hu stess fid-dahb ta' "Kwiekeb ta' Qalbi" huma "zewg 
ismijiet rivoluzzjonarji uta' qilla, wiefied fil-qasam pulitku u l
ienor fil-qasam apostoliku", 

Hemm zewg punti, zewg fiwejjeg u zewg hsebijiet Ii I-poeti 
t~lghna jaqblu, fnqhom fit-tienl taqsima tal-pcezljiet taghhom, 
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u dan ix-xebh tal-Iisebijiet tagl'lhom jitnissel u jsir alavolja z
zewg poeti m'humiexfl-istess spirtu ta' ispirazzjoni; ghax 1-1s
pi1'tu ta' Guze Chetcuti huwa spirtu ta' fe1'h uta' tama, waqt [1 

l-ispirtu ta' Ka1'menu Vassallo huwa spi:'tu ta' niket u qtigh-il
qaIb. Dawn iz-zewg punti huma, wiehed il-poezija u Hehor Hl
sien Malti, zewg hwejjeg' li dO:J.nhom il-poeti taghna, hsebijiet
hom qeghcHn dejjem fihom, donnhom ma jistghux ighixu min
ghajrhom, donnhcm jorqdu u jqumu bihom g'o' mohhhom. Dawn 
iz-zewg idejali huma l-ghixien taz-zewg poeti taghna u d-dija 
tagIihom tim1a 'I hajjithom poetika. Chetcuti lil Bintu j,ghidilh:l. 
hekk, 

Bdiei grajja ohm ghalija 
ta' llolm ta' poezija 
thabrik 
u mnabba rnheg[m ghalil~. 

ghal Lsienek habl'ek, trwbat, 
11 Vassallo, 

.... kont sirt inhobbok 
b'imhabba ta' missiel' 1l ta' poeta 
Ii jTiossu tiela' l-genna 
mita jara tittenna, 
bTial kieku j'meTCi, ix-xbejba tiegltu j'bintu 

jHskola 
kont ingibek sikwit qudcUem gTzajnejja 
ti/ran b'missielek hu u jgholli LSienu 
Ii /1lqu heZa l--"glLiez zmien tao zmienu, 

Fl-ahhar taqsima u fil- kumplament tal-poezija ta' OllZe 
Chetcuti naraw, kif ga ghedna, Ii I-vel'si tieghu 11um<1 didattiki. 
Huma msawl'ln bi skop Ii jghallmu u jIiehmu biex 'il quddiem 
meta bintu tkun fil-milja ta' xbubitha u jigu f'idejha dawn il
vel'si ta' missiel'ha miktubin Ulha, hi titg-hallem lezzjoni u b'hekk 
hajjitha tkun siewja jekk hi tqieghed quddiem ghajnejha dawk 
il-vel'si bhala l-idejali ta' liajjitha. Dawn iI-vel'si barra Ii huma 
didattiki hmna wkoll epigrammatki u konelzi, kull kelma, kull 
vers u kull strofa hija taghlima u twiddiba, u fit-tiswir taghhom 
m'lle:lnm ebda materjal zejjed. 

F'din il-poezlja ta' Chetcuti hemm zewg punti li minhabba 
t-twemmin taghhom ottimist<;l hlUn~l, ta' kuntrast kbil' x'hin in--
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qegndl1hom hdejn versi (lhrajn ta' Karmenu Vassallo, Biex kBmm 
ma nhallux barra xi punti u nczzjonijiet li jistghu 

!~hall-istudju komparattiv, mhux bi~s bBjn :~t iiea 
wkoll bejn il-poeti Ii taghhom huma l-awturL a1'1na hadng 
versi ta' Karmenu Vas:2allo mil1-poezija 
dehret fil-"KWiekeb to.' Qalbi", Din il-poezija xi 
fuq il-koncezzjoni tal-filosofija ta' Vassallo, Ii me 
inqeghdul1a hdejn il-filosofija ta' Chetcnti ma U lE3 

taqbilx. 
tH!ze Chetcuti bl-glwjnejn ta' hsebijietu jhares 'il 

11 jam dinja ahjal' fejn j::·sHema ssalta:l fi qlub il-bnedmm kolih,: 
u fast kull gens ta' din l<Gt. Hu IiI blntu 
tieghu li eluf U Bluf ttl' n:es qeghdin ji,"sieltu u jitilfu 
biex jibnu dinja ahjar" fejn iH1aj,ia ikun hielsa 
tikkaraterizza hekk tajjeb IiI zmenijietna. Chetcuti 
hintn li la tikber hi hajja \vlsq isbah rninn dik il" 

ta' gwerra li fiha u Ii minnha ghadha ssofri 1- kotr,: 
Ul-bnedmin. B'cawn iz-zewg strofi Guze Chetcuti jmina hUW.l 

jemrnen li ghad ikun hawn paci dejjiema; li. A-.?>.l;·'~H'" 

nles kbar u tHosn li. hadmubiex ikun hawn din 
fix-xejn, u jisfa is-sakrificcju 
ghoti ta' demrnhom u hajjlthom, 

Eluj qeglLCZin jissieltll 
mal-meu;t. bZa 
jin-naT, 
IJieJ; jibnu dinja ahjar. 

La tikber int sel tirbah 
isbalt 

minn din 
ta /-katra tal-·I.m edll/in. 

JZda Vassallo rna Ghalih is-slierna tao 
huma b20nn Ii jern llija holma 

zrn~en ghal i2flor 
mill-l1jiena li jkunu 

id -dinj a biex inaddfulla 
u Ii jkunu jassl'U qillb 

u fil-poezija tieghu "n--!'bslJ," 

Sliemo. ta' halma 
blwl i:rtiewi iul 

1C kemm-il ghajb 1L 

1l ci-deni lIin 
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1{Ol11A1VTIClSJ1IU U [(LASSICISNIU 
FIL .. LETT E'RA T U RA 

Ta' J. FENECH ADAMI. 

Il-kelmiet Romantiei&mu u Klassicismu tdew jlgu wzati gha11-
bidu ;tas-seklu d.<:atax, g11alkemm id-divrenzja bejn:ethcm kien8c 
tinh3.ss wisq qabel; lnkk blex :nsemmi ez£:npju vrlehed biss 
fi-Italju I-ghazla bejn iz-zewg skejjel bdiet tinhass sa mie-cinque 
-:.:ento Taljan, biss dik U-habta kienu jmorru taht l-ismijiet ta' 
Tassismu ;,1 Al'losUsmu, 

De'fin~zzjonl ezatta ta' wahda u l-ohra dlffieli biex tagMi, 
ghalkemm definizzjoniji'~:; jinsabu bl-eluf, min-naha l-ohra faeH 
ferm akotar hi ddahhal poe,ta taht wahda jew I-ohm miZ-Z2v\;g 
skejjeL Hekk Dun Karm, Arnold, Goethe fi-Iphigenia u iiI· 
Herman und Dorotl1ea jaqghu taht it-tikkett3. klassika, waqt li 
Ruzar Briffa, Keats, Schlegel, Rousseau u Chateaubrland 11um8. 
RO:l}antiei. 

Dan ma jiis~:lX li z-zewg klassijiet 11uma maqtughin mint1 
xulxin b'xi purtieri tal-hadtd li hadd ma jlsta' jaqsamhom, Basltet 
drabi Hstess pceta gnal"du xoghlijiet tieghu li jistghu jn:ouu 
taM tikketta rcmantlka ghalkemm h11 klassiku u ghal kuntrarju 
poeta romantiku jista' jkollu bcejjec klassiCl; hekk Virgilja 
fl.-eplisodju Ita' Dido u kwazi ti&ta' tghid fir-raba' ktieJJ kolln ta' 
I-Aeneide hu romantiku gnalkemm JJhaIa poeta hn jmur mal
klassiei; hekk nkol: Dante klassiku iehor imma Romantiku tix
xejra 1i jaghti IiI Paolo u Francesca, H ghalkemm fi-inf<~rn 
ta,t-tbatija, huma jgawdu fi-imhabba taghhom mhlx mifruda 
tant Ii gibdu s-simp3.tija tieghu kif jistqarr:-

"10 venni men come morisse 
E caddi come marta corpo cade," 

Barra minn dan fi-istess klassi jista' jkun hemm gradl dif
ferentL Hekk Omeru hu inqas klassiku minn Sofokle u Euripides 
terga' hu izjed klassiku minn dan, Fll· Malti ghandna li.i Buttigieg 
J.l ghax hu k:assiku ·juza I-versi klussici tas-saffika u ghdx hu 
Romantiku jaghti ]-kuIul' ta' l-immaginazzjoni romantika, 

"U qaLb ic-cagh'q miksi biL-qroll 1l xtieli 
qastnin u vjola Hi1lt glwddej ji srabat 
hamar 1i sajranin njiet daqs il-vlegeg 
sejjer jinnamm", 
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Compton Rickett jagntin.a din id-definizzjoni: "The features 
most insistent in Romanticism ate a subtle sense of mystery, an 
exuberant intellectual curiosity and an instinct far the elemental 
simplicities of life". Hawn Rickett ghandu f'mohhu l-hajja 
intellettwa.1i ta' dak 'lz-~mien u mhux ·hiss HnteUet·twali fil
poezlja u ghalhekk iH?;ucl.izzju tieghu jiswa hafna ghal Rosseau, 
Byron, Carlyle u Ibsen ghax ir-romantiku bhal GOi'g Pisani jhossn 
mig'bud ghall-hajja u l-immag"inazzjoni tbaqbaq Ii tfawwaT mill
pjaclri taguha u bhal Faust ighajjat:--

"Had I as many souls as there be sta.rs 
I'd {live tllem all for Mephistopholes." 

Walter Pater Ii jaf hafna mis-sens tiegl'iu ta' kritiku t.ette
rarju lil Newman jistqan li "what is classical comes to us out 
of the cool and quiet of other tlmes, as a measure of what a long 
experience has shown us wlll, at least never displease us" U 

jkO:l1pli jmina 11 fiz-zl11ien klassiku tal-Grecja u Ruma kif ukoll 
fis-seklu tmintax d8jjem ·insibu dik "Z-order in beauty" waqt )1 
fir-Tomantici nsibu z-zieda ta' "CuriOSity and strangeness to 
beauty". zewg elementi godda Ii billi jinsa,bu I-ak,tar hl-a:bbun
danza fiz-zmien tan-nofs igaghlu l-kiWeba Romantici jxaqilbu 
ghal din l-epoka. Dan hu kOHu minIm u ghalhekk l-a.rtist kIas
siku bual Pope joghxa mita jsib mod kif isawwar l-ahjar fra
zijiet:-

"What Oft was thought, but n'er so well expressed". Izda dan 
bhal ma josserva Renan facH jgaghIuh jaqa' fil-medjokrita u 
gualhekk eta klassika ma tistax iddul11 wisq, gl'i.aIkemm spiss 
tixhed €lementi nazzjonalisbi€h fil-fama u Ii jedifikaw il-qarrej 
1: bhal Foscolo mita jan qabar jahseb Ii:-

"Gliall-l'iwejjeg kbar lis-sider qawwi jhejju 
l-oqbra tal-qawwijin, 0 Pindemonte". 

u mhux bhal Abercrombie li meta jara I-Epltaph tieghu j-igih 
['rasa 1i:-

"L-ije was a hiding place that played me false" 
"I lookt for beavty and I longed for rest 
And now I have perfection; nay, I am 
Perfection: I am nothing, I am dead." 

Ir-Romanti6i ft-Ingilterra jafu hafna milHspirazzjoni. 
taghhol11 lil Burns, Blake, Gray, Collins, Cowper u Crabbe, waqt li 
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fuq Ukontinent bejn skala U o111'a bdlet tinhas':) 
sewwa minn zmien Goetl1e u Schiller, H11g0 u Gautier u ghalhekk 

:vlusset fil-L,?ttres de et Cotonet ma kellux hafna tort 
"-r::::nantlcisl11u bhala l110viment reazzjonarju 11 tWleled 

tal-Burbonl u Ii skontu mhu xejn hlief qaw·· 
mien sentimentali ta' kattolicismu m2djevali. Sir Arthur Quiller 
Couch fii-:ecture Gum.r jghld li d-divrenzja bejn 

hi biss din: "Som<:: men havt~ naturally a sense 
than theil' sense of colour, some m~n have a 

s::::nse of colour than their sense of form" u jkcmpli 
li xoghlijlet klassiCi jista' jkollhom passjoni, pathos 

avventuri u claqs xogllUjiet romantici. 

Fost l·lnI-luwenzi kbar li ke:ln r-romanticismu nsemmi 
i-twelid School Ii Dante Gabriele Rossetti 1i 
kiEH hemm min sejjanlu "a kindred spirit to Keats" waqqaf bl

ta' cTohn Everstt Millais u Holman Hunt fi-1848 u 
flimkien pitturi bhal Madox Brown, il-paeta Kattoliku 
Patmore u Ruskin. Dfl,Yn klenu jlsthajlu ruhhom "as 

being related in method to the pre-Raphaelites" u ghalhekk ghal 
bIlal GioHo, Bellini u Fra Angelico Ii skonthcm kienu 

welldu r-Raffaello. Dan il-1l1oviment gdid hakem sew fuq il-
u sew fuq l-arti u principju fundamentali kien 

mehuda m.ill-fldi rOl11anHka: "the direct study of nattue" 
Ii permezz Imma stenncw )i jholln kull lrbl,t anill-kcnven-

taz-zmien u jhollu l-ghaqda shiIia bejn immaginazzjoni 
Ll Ii kienet qieghda ttaqqal I-arti ta' zmienhom u 1i 

wisq hu Hstess dlfett ta' l-arti mo~lerna. 

Platlln fil-karru tar-nIh g'ol-"Phaedrus" fil-g;e.nii ta' I-ghar 
(myths of the cave) fl-Er. huwa l-ew\vel Romantlku, ghax hu 
ellal San Pawl naghmlu t-tieni li "had a interest in nature 

a centre of beautiful scenes but as an informing and 
factor on lifo". Madanko~lu din id-defin;izzjoni ta' roman

l j,':smu II tuna B. Ifor Evans f'The Short Histoi'y Of English 
ure 11i dubbjuz:l 1'afn·:1 meta biex napplikawha 

omanti6i blnl Byron. 

cr, Milton n Pope 
jew ::tm'ja Ii hi komuni 

fE10m Infushom. 
u 

kollha jagnmlu versi mjnn leggendi 
-bnlodem. imma I-poeti l'omantiCi 

hal .iohorgu minn hajjithom stess 
strambi tal-bnedmin. 
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F'Wordsworth d.awn jintrabtn ma' valuri morali u jxaqilbu lejn 
nies semplici u bosta drabi lejn I-art li taghtina I-hajja. F'Byron 
ifawwru minn xi avventura li l-bniedem ftlt kien qabel hass 
bhalha, ColerIdge jg:orrna gball-bolm Imnebbah mill-artijIet del
lija tax-Xenadu u Ruzar R'iffa gbal knisja ckejkna fi. zmien il
kavalieri li taf grajja ta' hsara u swied il-qalb:-

"Inti tat, ja knisja mwarrba 
zewgt iqlllb 1 ajt imghannqin 
rajthom b'netfa qed jitbewsu 
rajthom t'demmhom imghannqin". 

L-isko:a romanLka fuq kollox h1 mnebbha minn qawwR 
ferrihija ta' emanc1pazzjoni n'llHigijiet, mlx-xejra u l-qislen ta' 
l-imghoddi u ghalhekk Cl1esterton jara lil San Franglsk fit-tbex
bix ta' l-ewwel Romantici Taljani, ghax San Frangisk kien babb 
il-berah u H1elsien ta' I-atmosfera Romantika Ii hi bag'a wahd" 
mal-holqien u Ii minnha nfisha tbaxxi "l-atmosfela k~assika ii 
hi r-rizultat mhux biss ta' g'enju ntellettwa:i imma wkoll ta' 
socjeta u kondizzjonijiet intellettwali z-zejjed" kif osserVa tajjeb 
Brunture fil-ktif;b tieghn "La Nationalisation cle la Zitterature" 
u II gha:l:hekk facH kienet twaqqa' gganti bhal Pascal, Bonssuet. 
Boileau u MOliere mix-xejra tal-versi taghhom naturali ghall
guf'fagni u ghat-tqanzih tar-rettorika. 

L-eta tar-Romanticismu jistfiajluha taghlaq ma' 1-1830, 
id-data Ii fiha Tennyson ha,reg' l-ewwel poezijl mportanti Eegbu. 
Wordsworth ma mietx qabei 1·1850 imma kiteb ftlt hwejjeg ta' 
fejda wara 1-1808, Coleridge miet .fi-1834, Scott fi-1832, Byron 
fi-1824, Shelly fi-1822, u Keats fi-1821. 

Ghannejja godda gheruqhcm imxenxia fil-hamrija taz-zewg 
skejjel klenu ga qeghdin jifirxu fuq 1"or,izzont imdieheb ;bir-ragg:i 
ta' xem.x hanina wara daharhom, Ii kienet tnebban zminijiet goddu 
u l-holqien kien kaHn jIddi u jfawwar bl-ghidut taghhom 1i jIxhed 
ii-haHb gwejjed ta' I-is-tess natura u I-benna ta' fwtt maqtugh 
milHstess sigra - Is-sig:':.! tal-gmiel n s-sbuhija li hi Hstess Alla. 
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L I L H A. Ii. 

Largo gnn'c e fllll\.:bre. 

:Yixiieq ill 1111 res le}k SakClIlIl1 gliajllcjja 
ii / il}1I d-du,t'! l' dagh dicgha 1(/' sb uti ija, 

nix/iet] nibqghll ilimi::iClI sakcl1llll iaqbadlli l-ghcja, 
l-ghcJa lal-Ialzam, i(III-l1crvi, lal-g1zadam, 
I-ghcia /'II-m£"«·I. 

;\' a/, gilax hassci lila jie II, I-i rill ba ia' xl/ffl ejl<, 
.r;/zid ...... gtlid, 
lJdcjl lirfaghod mela bislek I-aldlar.' 

(;hid, gfzid gill1.\' jiCl1 l1ib.:a' mill-lIleLd. 

Sai I,i/ dal-Izsich hasseJlli jdamdam il-bitt/' 

mil/II xlIiflej/a ghal .:aqqi 11 hell/III harbailli, 
I <'I I ill i x-xcira fad-dfmm, 

Ii da/I((I bcill I-ghadam la' /'(lsi, 

i>'lhhatzli I/lotztzi bit-IIII/lira. 
iJil-h11111r1l ial-mC7l'/ {ad-dcmll1. 

Qa/>c/ il-mc7,'1 jilldu I-ugigh ..... jibda 

ia,]agtzli latlllli /1i('('(1 bilL'" 
jil1xijli dCJlllI1i fiii flit 
iiiqarq('11 II-lien'; bic.'\' lI1a 1llzossx ai::/al' ...... 

11 l-m//c!ul/lIl1, /J1agiJmu.{ Xl/Ul/a la' gamma tagilli 
~c/(/~O' glwdl11i ...... /aga (;-1'aqciq /.al-gogi. 
(;';smi qed jarllli I-q.~icz u I-illlie/la. 
II-I'lham la' jdcjju m/el/cl sal-glzadlllll 
lesl hiex ,iil/llc/a sa.y-xJar Illit'-.Xquq 

bil-hl/lic,~ 11 /-lIdura la/-illl/a qicg/icd. 

SOli/ill Il , jil'(lqqCl.r;tllck xahar imlli/seJlc hl-intiel/Cl. 

[x-xahar /l'c:cl juq ,,'iUi hi,,'.r igtwlli I-grief!i, 
gizddaijar fad-dell/III fejll ig/lllll1U S-Silllgisugi . 

. \lela iw/(alll ikol/I/o lli!ilI(J.!!izll J.l-gtzaxija, 
jdql1dllili d-d1L'ejfaq. 
S Ii jiel1, /ic/1, ie,,, 11;,1 /la/x Ii inl, illl 
C jt'klz 1I1i! lIajx x'jicil iien, illl :["i1l/., 



kif sc lIi/!i fldej!.:, bla 11111 na/, 
x'il/flOSS j<'1l' :r'l/ahscll, xi /I/Oss jn,' ir'/al!sc/l, 
SC7t't-l'({, sC7"ca!a~') 

Hek/;; kif iU!.:lIl1 rixa (il-berall, 

lif-hclilda la' "rjll il-/c"'iclub, 
imk('hbeb jid-dufllzall /al-mc/alllwll,ija, 
!liilanla Ilatlsell, x'qed nallsell ItO /ija 
Ili/I(I/WI" /iI"". U l-hemda tad-d/am 
issir ill/em la' flSCjj.:S, xnwx ,iilqabdll, 

it-lt':rli.Y /al-/?ics(dl .iuq is-sI11111, 

maghlllu/ , 

m:ll-tzbil la' !.:c(('/.:ba mejla 11111' :remx :agh'::!ll!/z'/"" 
,c' ir-rixa liurirex gtl<lS-SCr!l<1JI flit{ il-t]llmar, 

lix.l·",,',,'ai millll-ilatl({, 

lissill c,4" m ill-olz ra 
Iilmermcr (ix-.Ycjn, 
13ic.\' ltadd lila jig-bed:) 

.11 cia l-gltllraq jibda ilidel IJI(I' Ilogtlsi, 

II jlcqq /1/'1 gbilli, 
mela jillda l-gdim Ii l-ln';m /i 11,'1; ('jja , 
Ii jaqbad itil1i tagh/is fir-)'as, 
il1/wrcs lcjJ.:, isserrcp l/er/ira lila dalzri, 
lIaqbdck 1/ l1agtl/sek /i Izdani, 
II i til '1 de 11/ itlu'1a Iu q Izagra:o II q rija , 
gtW.l· rait cgll/iered hOll/or 
(daqs id-dcllll11 fa/-C'illi fa' gl1a,inejk) 
zdul'll ... idllru ... u dort: 
.. C; Iz a I i 1'.1' S c lz I' m/w 111 i !-1}1 0 fz q I'i j a, 
l-e1,';('c{ l-llgig/z 11 1('al'(( [-l1le,L't':'" 

lJic.l' kulhadd ji,4"bl'd? 

Fcjll glw/sZl idcjk juq latzlJli, 
hClIll1lhdd;: ing-abar dClI1mi, 

/I !?tIaI /erhall bl1as-scIII<1. 

'JI,II<1 l-gtwda, 
Jl-arlogg Ii gtza11liu sn:cnck juq lahmi, 
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raj I Ii stir ii-hill) 

"Ilcdt/ck sahila bla safitlll, 

liri:;I, II IiIlI g/l£l/aqlx i1-1Iie" ·,,'al,l/ja. 

Held.: sj>i"L'ajlla ,;i1'll II illl, 
lIIill ja! let'1I1m ['Iwlll(l? 

R,ld"c.!1 s"lib ii kllisI" l·gtzada, 
II mar-nrdda) 
lit/lot Iii (;'csii 

,iixxllila l-gtl1lrui) la' ;1Iq Il/ohhi, 

i,,"Ii/tIui iI-llrilll fi lIxc/jo, 
l( sak,'111111 l1Iisscj/ sj1alli. 

il-IJ/,{dllwd li,',alll! hclll, 
gilajasl itlcjia, 
j I im bOl, 

II I cllllcil ttllbi. 
Nt! Ifi Iz o III jigbdu,' 

ll()nn\a, :\Iejju-Diccmhru 1949. 
C. ;\l1FSl'n BO~2\ICI. 

ETERNITA' 
L-orloi;,!; imqal!bad lei! II 1Ii1,lr IJwl-gnlbia 

1.1' jiir I-Elcmilt'I,) 1I qali glwi,iicll 
iilll/,1 hull I",'aria salal ilma Ii jilIg/1ll 
/)ici-d'lqq lal-<]lliej)cl1 geel'ii',1 I-ii'ied 1"z-~lJIicl1. 

{' i-;"icd la~-,:l11icll gfttlddcj ii.:ar/(ar mic.ahu 
il-/:/lIJJa lal-islorja: ,1 klle II R!I 1I1<l , 

il1-.\'il II ]loki. A/alllcjn 11 Tokjo: 
;cs lal-Iwrla IIlill-lntrrelll mahi.:!llIIa. 

Bil-Ieil, hi /llz,l!'., I-arloi:g' jcr/(/' /lis-sli/al; 
'IiUlIt( lJir I-F.tcmil,/ 111(1 jiJlxc! <]al/; 

1I I-(/rlo.~.~ jixbah Iii da/.: i-,III,glll c/.:cj/ccll 
Ii Iii Scml ll'istin ma' genU i.\:-xalt, 



IL-KEW:KBA TA' FL-GHAXIJA 

Ju /{ Cl<,/d1(1 /<1' J I-ghaxija, id-d cilru Ii egli d: 
li~I!Or I-llgtlsa/ar, Ii/;bor if-merilliet, 

1( /!~'(/gl/{(l i'll-bid"'i j.:anlla s-"iellia ,,' jcr:.;a 

'lail Zein id-dtl r /ii/-ba rri 'it' [,ii-moil rid, 

fa f\e;dcba ia' /I-gtlllxija, d-dchm licgitcl" 
lis-Slljjicd libghal bdrla /lif-Iam/Jilr.l, 

!OhiO!,! lill-/ricle! la' hil-lejl mill-brjta, 
Iihi!lt,ll lill-/.:c1/dw liIai-firit'll lissara, 

Ja lailll'(/ /.1' hi/-lejl, joll,/ ';-:cit lil'.gf/ck 
Ii 'I,ll! IJId IIfzclu mil/till dlznl fis-St'I11((, 
iiss(lkiu illl'JIlllelll itl' 'Ul/l fli,m 11 jd(n<'~.'ai 

iii da;ck Ii jislzru bie", il-llOh:': jill fz C))lt/, 

TLIET EPIGRAMfdI 

VIVI' 

Fi,') xluqt'i li~ 1/ bdici limlt/fl, 

11 Ii~Ti '/ h<1;t'JI 11 'I hC1Jl1l1 d,ltlS I-aq<l'(( dcbba: 
/ii-,!.;1l1ltx Ii hlllltl Ii U-::c,,';,'t':; ,,'iched 
i:':':',;<',11'(1 Ill(]' /wltzadd Ll ba'lghct xciJba, 

FIDIL 

(;tllllli fie/wi 11 jixroh, <](/1/ 111([ ,itllldem, 
II glwl1ilu twi;a SCi,': t)tlil J)1'llll J.:lIrjllS: 

lU,glzmd /USS1I /ccmll1 irid i/-1II <1 nl liCf,:II11, 

qait Ill" siatlsieiw IIlIlC}1l i[:~ib il-Jlus, 

MOHHHA MISTRIEH 

[{let1tia dut]s bUlIldrill, II bic.\: tqaJji1l1Jl(( 

ktlllllll tricl tisfJ,lralhtl .w.iJdla; 
molrhha mis/ric/I: CJt(iJcl 1l!a I1/t11TlI l-/iallu 
uliediw t-i/iet xt'i)biei Ilt/ciu c-,'a:'et/t1, 

A. BCTTIGIEG. 
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TGH~D TASSEW? 
(Grajja qrib is-sewwa) 

Tal-Kan. G. M. FARRUGIA. 

Ninsabu fil-Belt ta' Cannes, fis-sajf tal-1861. Din tigi fir
Rivjera. ta' Franza u xi 20 mll fiI-Lb,ic t,a' Nizza. Jien qatt ma 
mor:t hemm, izda minn dak :ii qaluli, dil-Belt hi xi haga Ii ssah
hrek. ll-muntanji Ii jsabtnu fuqha, milqutin mix-xemx, tisthaj
jilhom issa tad-deht';b, issa tal-fidda, issa tal-malakita, issa 
taz-zaffiri :u ta' lwien ohra, H jisbqu Hstess qawsalla. Il-gelgul 
ta' Hlma jleqq daqs Id-djamanti, nlezel mill-quccata, abjad daqs 
l-alabastru, tisthajjilhom sriep fi tfulithom, qeghdin jitbahardu, U 

jilaghbu tula. Izjed '1 is£el, tilmah Palazz, vile1 taht sigal' xjuh, 
ta' kull ghamla, mizghudin bU-frott; ward abjad, ahmar, isfar, 
gilji u nxejjex rari, migjubin mill-pajjizi ta' l-erba' kontinenti, 
tisthajjllhom nag'ar prezzjus u ga\vhar, immuntati fuq il-kuruna 
tas-Sultaill. IH3elt ta' Cannes hi wanda mill-isbah, kemm gna t
toroq wesghin u twal, kemm gnall-pjazez, vilel, par.ks, statwl, 
iwa dak li izjed jolqtok huma I-fjuri; fjuri, fjuri kull fejn iddaw
war wiccek. 

Ix-Xatt, ma gnandniex xi nghidu, wara I-bankijiet mimlijin 
dejjem bit-turisti, jitpaxxew min-naha l-wahda bil-fjuri, u min
naha l-onra, ibid-dehra taL-bana,r kan!ani iU gwejjed tal-Mediter
ran. L-ajru dejjem safi u mfewwan bil-baIzmu. Sajf bla shana, 
xitwa bla maltempijiet, kulnadd f'dil genna ta' I-art, 1sib il-hena 
tte.gnu. Min inobb il-banar, gnandu kull ma jixtieq: jibbordja 
jew jaghmel xi eskursjoni fuq il-vapuretti; min inobb 0.l-kam
panja u I-kwiet, gnandu fejn iserran monnu, min jogng;bu 
I-mountaineering, ghandu ma' fejn jixxabbat; min mobb jixxala, 
ghandu: teatri, :lukandi lussu~, fejn jiltaqa' ma' persunaggi 
gnor.rief jew ma' kJbarat; tig'l'ijiet taO zwiemel, u elf spor!ts ohra. 
Ir-Regina Vittnrja, kull sena kienet tmur tgnaddi xi xhur f'din 
il-Belt tas-sharijiet, u hemm min ighid, Ii kienet tmur hemm, 
fil-nabta tal-Gnid, blex tagnmel il-Precett?! Il-qasba, jgl'lidu, 
ma ccaqcaqx ghal xejn. In-nies ta' hemm tant drawha u hab
bewha, Ii wara mewtha ghamlulha statwa fil-pjazzaewlenija ta' 
Cannes. Ma biex ma ntawlux dar··rakkont nerggnu mill-gdid 
fejn konna. Meta r-Regina kienet tmur lura I-Ingilterra, f'Can-
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nes, kien jasal Prlnc2'P incognito taht 1-isem ta' AlbeJ.'t ta' 
Windsor, wahdu, bla segwitu, billi kienu jdejquh dawk il-hafna 
ministri u segretarji, u kien jahra.b ic-cerimonji mehtiega ghall
pozizzjoni gholja tieghu. 

Kc:'en ihobb jimxi wahdu, jaghmel xi passiggata iiI-Parks, u 
hemmhekk jofirog xi sigarru Havana u jpejpu bn-qalb, ghax kien 
wiefied minn dawk il-fumaturi a 1a Churchill (dahhan ma jaq
tax) jew erfiilu jaqbad il-pass.llggata tar-Riviera, u bil-Iajma 
i-Iajma, issa jhares 1ejn il-fjuri u iss a lejn ll-mewg u r-raghwa tal
bahar, tlbus u zzieghel biz-zenqiet taT-ramel. Meta jSiru s-7 erhilu 
lejn ll-lukanda, fejn jiekol, ipeHep is-sigarru, jilbes il-gistakor, 
jidhol fis-sala Ital-BalJu, biex jlizfen ma' xi xbejba sablha. Ki€n 
bniedem bhal haddiehor!! Fost iz-zeffiena Ii kien hemm fis-sala, 
iffissa ghajnejh fuq tfajla ta' xi 20 sena, u talabha blex jlzfen 
maghha. Gmielha, barra minn dnubietha, kien dak ta' Madon
na tal-Beatu Angelico jew ta' Raf'faello; ta' natural misthi, :iZda 
kolta bizzejjed ii kHemha, kolta uta' min H1O!bbha. Waqt iz-Z:ftn 
u d-dawran tal-valzers, 'la' polk}, tao galoppi, (dak iz-zm1en il
foxtrot, ir-rumba u t-Two steps k1enu ghadlhom mhux tal-modal, 
xi kelma '1 hawn u '1 hinn beda j.ghi{1:lha, saqslel1a bint min hi, 
uta' sikwit jehodha fE-Bar ghal xi tazza champagne jew whisky, 
sa kemm rasha dar.et biha u 1-misthlja bla ma riedet, ghaoitilha 
ghal ko:lox. DahIu gewwa d-Dark Room ...... u fi-ahhar, il-hrafa 
ta' David uta' Bersabea regtghet iggeddet!! Trid tgnid kemm hu 
trag'li I-bniedem! 

* 
Ninsabu mill-gdid fi1-Belt ta' Cannes, fis-s·ena 1875 fejn 

il-kotra kbira ta' I-1ng1iii noobli u dawk li ma jlbighux ghall-fius, 
imorru hemm bil-gzuz, h:ex jehilsu mill-bard, mill-b~rra u mic
cpar qatrani tal-Belt ta' Londra. Il-Markiza ta' Bedford mardet 
sewwa bit-tizi, u ghalhekk it-tobba qalulha biex tmur tgnaddi 
xi ftit xhur f'Gannes, fejn l-a.rja .safja 11 t-temp hlejju, fib 1-e1,e
n:l(ntl kollha mehtieg;a ghall-qerda ta' dik il-marda. Gfl 'i r<:lf~Ull: 
ta' prud·enza, il-lJ'vlarklza ma tantx xtaqet t111ur hem111 , specjal
!!lent b:ex 111.3. tnikkitx il sehbitha, billi dak il-P8St liakkarha 
f'hafna niket u ghali, izda s-sahha tagli1eb ir-ragunijiet kollha, U 

ghalhekk marret Cannes, u ghal1-prudenza--ner.gghu nghidu
ghazlet minfiok I-Rotel d'Anglete.rre, dik tal-Hotel ContinentaL 

Fast il-folol ta' ntes Ii kienu jippassiggaw ma' tul il-,Pro-
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menade: nies ta' kull gens u pozizzjoni fls-socjet!il,: Ingl1z,:, Fran
ciz1, Tedeskl, Russi, aappunizi, cinizi, insomma, posttass3W 
kosmopolita, niltaqghu rna' sinjura, liebsa l-iswed u ma' genbha 
binha, ta' xi 14-11 sma, mlexja hos.biena u kull tant tohl'og il
maktur u tixxctta demgha, bil-mohbi biex bLnha rna jindunax. 
Ii-,g'onna, il-fjuri, il-vilel, il-bahar, set.gt1U qatt ma klenu grlaliha. 
Fil-bajja ftit il-boghod mill-moll, tHmah jott fost l-ohrajn, 
izjedkbir u sbejjah. Hu il-"Yacht Victoria and Albert" bil-ban
diel'a ,Bajda b'salib ahmar. Qalbha ghamlet. t.ikk u f'daqqa, bhal 
:ehha ta' kOdak dehrilha koHu kemm hu l-imgnocidi. Tniehd:::t, 
hasset rasha ddur billa, daret. lejn binha u qaltlu: Ejje\v immornl 
lura Hukanda, n fil-konfuzzjoni tal-mument, ilwiet ghal triq, biex 
izjed Itqarreb, u bla ma taf sabet ruhha hdejn I-Hot:;l d'Angletene, 
u bejn t,olfoq u t.itrleghed qalet lil binha: HaWn iltqajt ghall-.ewW8! 
darba mal-papa tieghek. .. .... Haw'll il-bidu u t-tmiem ta.Helicita 
Ueghi! ...... u t-tfajjel: Mela rna sibtx xort.i mal-papa, kien fors'.. 
jahqrek? Mlielek forsi kuil rna keHsk, u abbandonak? Le, ibni, 
il-papa habbni, iZda c-oirkustanzi u I-fortuna kiefra g'agflluna 
ninfirdu minn xulxln ...... u izjed issaqsinix, biex ma tnlkk~tnlx. 
Ko.llox ghad inghid:ek, iida, ghadu ma wasalx l1-11:n E nghanfek 
is-segrieti ta' l-imsejkna ommok. It-tifel obda, u min dak inha1' 
qatt izjed ma saqsa xej:J. 'I ommu. 

Il~Markiza ta' Bedford. ghuddlet ghat-tajjeb u malJ.i dahal 
ix-xaihar ta' Lu1ju, regghet lura ghal Londra u flimki::n maghhu. 
habibtha: Omm ie-ekejken Albert. 

* * 
Ghadde\v 17-il sena, u fll-KuUegg ta' Farm Street, Londra, 

mar zaghZugh, ghalkemm jithadde,t tajjeb bl-ITngliz, mll1-bix1':l 
ta' wieeu kellu iijed ml1l-Frnneizi; g.uvnt helu, sabih li rna nghid
ilkornx. Mar ifittex il-Patri Rettu!:. Kif ir-Rettur rah, saqsleh: 
x'jist.a' jag'hmel gha:ih; Hehor wiegbu: IlTid nidh:::1 Gezwita. 
Ghandek cNtiflka'ti x'turi tal-maghmudija, kondotta, n:5e1 tal
familja, s.tudji u tlwejjeg rnehtiega biex jien nist.a' nilaa' t-talba 
t.ieghek? Jien ma ghandi xejn x'nuri hUef biljett li omll;,i tatni 
qabel mewtha; biljett gl'laziz 11 dejjem benet tahbi fuctlw. u li blex 
tat.uE, had't gurarnent. Ii jien rna nurih :il hadd, hEef meta ma 
nkunx nista' nagnmel ie11.o1', u danhal idu fil-but taH~:lekk u new
wilhulu, fil-waqt Ii qallu: "Jien iben dawn", Kieku Ii ;;:ajjettd nizlet 
mis-sema ikhal, ma kenitx tahsad lill-Patri Rett.ur daqs il-bilj2t.t 
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Ii kellU quddiem ghajnejh. Qieghed tohlom? ...... rega' qallu 
r-Rettul'. Emminni, wlegeb il-guvni li qleghed nghidlek hu sakro
santo Imma dan hu !-biljett tal-Prince of Wales, u la Comptesse 
Antoinet,te de Paris, x'tigi. minnek? Ommi! ! ...... Jien habib tal
famllja, tal-Compte de Paris, u 1a naf Iil Marie Antoinette u anqas 
lUek. Iva Father, ghax ji,en U ommi qeghdin mal-Markiza ta' 
Bedford. F'ke:ma qas,ira, meta Ommi. ghamlet dak l-izball, in
nannu ma rledx izommha d-dar, izda I-Markiza fethitilha darha 
u zammitha bhala wahda ta' g'ewwa (Chaperon) fejn xlmr wara 
twelidt jim. Das-~egriet sallum baqa' mlstur. Int Father l-ew
wel Ii ,taf,IT ...... Ikollok hn,ena, u dahhalnl fil .. Kumpanija. All 
right, qaghad jahseb ftit, mela d~k ix-xa~ata .saret:inter solutmn 
et sollltmn 18!?;itlmazzjon facliJ.V1ela tista' toqghod mn'isss 
u SSiT aezwita, blex taIldem, u jekk APa jrid maz-zmien ghad 
tista' tiswa'blex III missierek Iddahhlu fi Ildan il-Knisja Mqa::l.dsa. 
Il-aezwitl la jsaqsu u la )impurtahom minn dawk 1i jsejfiulhom: 
Freshers: gnax dak li s-Supel'juri jaghmlu, johduh bhala ghamil 
t'Alla nnifsu. Ghalhekk iz-zaghzugr1 ghamelin-Novizzjat, U l-kol'3 
konu ta' l .. istudji; ghamel il-Kors ProfessjonaE fi-Un:versita taO 
Louvain 11 ta' Donai. u meta grlalaq it-32 sena, ha l-Quddies,L 
Is-segl'let tan-niseI tleghiu qatt ma nklx2f. Kull sajf je\v ghall
habta tal-Ghid il-KbiI', Fr. Albert (dan kien ismu) erhilu jmur 
Cannes. Ln-n:es tao hemm k~enu jaraw Revere.l1du jlppassigga 
mal··Princep minn1 msemmi; iZda Hzjed li kienu jistaghgbu, 
ghax kienu jafu Ii I-Princep kien Protestant, mentrl l-Father 
kien Kattoliku u biex izj£d tag11qad, ma'oezwita, II l-Protestanti 
ftit u xejn ghandhcm demm maghhom. Dawn il-mawriet ta' Fr. 
Albert, ma ke.nux ta' darba, i2da ta' kull s>;,na, u baqghu sejrin 
gnall-Ghidien kollha sas-sena 191-0. 

* * * 
Xtaqt Ii nhalH sal-ah11ar, bla ma nsemmi dak il-Princep min 

kim, iZda l-grajj:et Ii gejjin, ikol!hom ·bll .. fors jikxIll s-seg.riet 
kemm ta' Fr. Albert. kemm tal-Princep, kemm tieghi bhala kit
tieb, sab}ex il-grajjie,t ikunn miftehma ahjar. 

Dak il-Princep ma k:enx hUef il-Prince of Wales, Ii min
habba fir-raguni ta' l··Istat, 11..1. biex ma jsirx xi tixwix fJ.-lTmperu, 
kellu aktarx kontra qa1bu jizzewweg lill-Principessa Alexandra 
tad-Da.nima-rka. Il .. Prince.p kien gentlom tassew u :ried isewwi 
xtur1111, izda billi. x-xebba kienet Kattolika, ghalkemm wegnidha 
li gurnata ssi1' Regina iMp. hi pprefel'iet li tibqa' fid-dl7.unur U 111:', 
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tbiddilx ir-re1igjon t.a' Missirijietha, u min-naha I-oIu'a, jekk 
il-Princep jichad il-Protestantizmu, kien jitlef it··Tron. 

Fl-1901 meta r-Regina Vlttorla mletet, il-Prince of Wales 
lahaq Re, bHs:'lll ta' Edwa,rd VII, bn:edem ta' mohhu miftuh li 
1a jbati bil-Puritanizmu, bhalhbicca l .. kbira ta" l-lnglizl, u anqas 
bil~bigottizmu. Fil-jum ta' l-Inkomnazzjoni, meta l-Arcisqof ta' 
Canterbury, newwillu l-ktieb, biex jiehu l-gurament li joffendi 
s-sentimenti ta' miljuni ta' Sudditi KattoliCi, qallu: "This is all 
nonsense". Tgfiid mhux suggeri.rr:ent ta' Fr. Albert li kien midhla 
ta' Buckingham Palace, u joqgfiod jithaddet sigb.1. C Shbh 
mar-Re? Meta King Edward gl.e Malta, meta mar I-lndja u mill· 
gdid ghamel vjaggl mal~Meditel',ran, dal-misterjus ta' Fr. Albert, 
dejjem kien jivvjagga mieghu. Kien he'lllm min fast is-segw:i.tu, 
jsejjahlu: Sa Eminence Griz, rbhal ma kienu jsejhu IiI dak il-Patl'l 
Kabuccin li qatt ma kien jinfired mill-Kurd. RicheEeu. Mew. 
gie Malta, inzertat giet ukoll fuq il· Yacht taghha, ir-Reg'ina tal
Portugal, oht iz-zghira tax-xebba ta' Cannes; u Hlsna hziena, 
bdew ighidu u jqasqsu Ii g.ie wal:ajha, 

Icl-clawran tas-snin hu bhal clak tar-radcliena tal-maghZel, 
f'jd mara xiha, Ii bHmracld f'idha,idclawwar iddawwar bis-saba' 
l':,we,r.rej, u tqieghed u tgezzez E-gazzr1 mahdumin. Bhal gazz,ri 
wkell is-snin f'kull tant dawriet jiUestew sa kemm dak ix-xoghol 
ta' pacenzja jintemm. Ghaddew mela s-snin u wara Saltna Ii 
ghamIitlu gieh, minhabba, specjalmen1:, li fittex dejjem il-ftehim 
u l-paci fost il-Gnns, u 1i ghalhekk .gle msejjah is-Sultan tal-Pad: 
"Edward the Peace-maker" fll-5 ta' Mejju uno tah attakk ta' 
b:'onkite n l-gfiada miet. Ma ghandniex xi nghidu, malajr baghtu 
ghall-A.rcisqof ta' Canterbu.ry, biex jassistih izda r-Re, ma riedx 
jaf bih. QallholJJ.1 biex imorru ghal Fr. Nbert ta' Fa,rm Street. 
Ir-Re mhux jitlo1b, izda jordna, ghalhekk xewq.tu g:et mismugha 
bla telf ta' zmien. F'xid-9 t.a' bil-Iejl, deher diehel f'Buckingham 
Palace, Reverendu b'idejh fuq s:dr:u qieghed izomm xi haga 
ghaziza, ghajnejhbaxxiu b'fommu Henni taht il s·i en , il-Miserere. 
Dahfiluh fil-kamra ta' l-agonizzant, ghalaq, sakkar, dam li clam, 
wara xi nofs siegfia f~tah u qal lis-Segretarju: The King is dead, 
Rrequiem reternam dona ei Domine. Min jista' jaf kemm jinsabu 
hwejjeg li qat't ma nkitbu ubaqghu midfunin fis-skiet u fi:-qaba,r 
tal-misterju ghax ma kienx xle.r.aq jinkitbu, l-aktar fil-grajjiet 
tas"Slaten? Ghax bhal ma I-Auglu Rafiel, qaI lil Tobija: Sacra
mentum Regis abscondere bonum est (lstor, ghax hi haga sewwa, 
l-htijiet tas-Sultan) (Tob. XII. 7). Fr. Albert iben ir-Re Dwardu, 
assistama' Mlssieru waqt il-mewt! ! ! .. , ... 



NEWMAN U MALTA 
Qabel ma jibda jaqra, wiefied ghandu jzomm quddi-em ghaj

nejh 1i J. H. Newman kien ghadu Protestant meta ghadda xi 
erbat ljie-m hawn Malta: izda ma kienx daqshekk rasu marbuta 
bIlal basta m1nn hutu. Lanqas m'gnandu wiehed jistenna Ii 
nuru u nsewwu havmhekk xi zbalji ta' Newman dwar ir-religjon, 
Hstorja. il-politika. 

Hija hag'a minn awl id-dinja, mija fil-mija fin-natura tal
bniedem, Ii jiftahar b'rixu. Din iH~ibda narawha tm€xxi '1-
bni'edem meta dan isemmt bl-akbar gost kif u kemmkellu x'jaq
sam ma' nies maghrufa. Nafiseb Ii dan kien li gaghalna nitkix
xfn fnq il-qaghda ta' N2wn1an fi gziritna. Izda nafu Ii Newman 
kien rebha kbira ghall-Knisja Kattolka fi-Ingilterra. U meta nif
takru kem..'11 kien sinCit;l" Newman, u kif iz-zjajjal' tieghu lill
artijiet Kattoliei llimawlu bil-mod il-mod il-pregudizzji Ii kienu 
'jxekklu '1 mohhu, ghandna nlzzu hajl' '1 AHa Ii Malta wkoll kie
net fit-triq imdawla Ii minnha Newman lemah id-dawl hanin 
jixref quddiemu. 

fBejn 1-1832 u 1-1833, Newman, fl.imkien ma' Mr. R. H. Froude 
u ibnu, gl'i.amel safra madwar l-al'tijiet tal-Mediterran. Din is
safra kien haseb ghalih3. Mr. Froude, li kellu \visq gl'i.alqa1bu 
s-sahl'i.a ta' ibnu: Newman kien imhajjar ghal dawra bhal dik 11 

laqa' l-istedina. Il-hbieb taghna kienu jistennew Ii jaslu Malta 
Iejlet il-MiUed tal-1833 filghodu; u ghalkemm il-bahar haqal'hom 
bl-ikrah u r-rih marrad sa nOfs il-bahrin, waslu Malta kif kienu 
l1asbu. Newman kien wiel'i.ed mill-aktar li bata, gnalkemm ma 
tantx kien jaghti kaz tat-taqlib li gablu I-bahar, u ghalhekk 
meta was1u, Newman l'i.a.ssu jistejqer gl'i.all-afil1ar. Minn meta 
nalla I-rngilteTra (7 ta' Die.) ma raqadx lejl shih hlief meta dafiln 
ghal ftit albilta: kien gnajjien mejjet, iZda qatt ma dendel il
geddum; u meta kollox madwaru, l-aktar fl.-anl'i.al' granet tal
vjagg, kien jieeaqlaq, idar u jinqaleb, it-tbissima ta' darl kienet 
tibqa' titUegheb fuq xofftejh. Tistghu tahsbu jekk qalx ghall 
erwieh darba meta sab ruhu Malta. 

IZda Newman ma danalx Malta biex joqghod. Wasal it-Tnejn 
u l-El'bgha kellu jitlaq gTtal Korfu. Malta kellu jaraha mill-gdid 
xi sitt ijiem wara. Jum il-Milied ta' dik is-sena Newman ghad
dieh fuq il-bastiment tieghu sorgut piswit Lazzarett, Dak il-



94 

Milied kien wiehed mill-aghar li ghadda. Usognobbih qatign Ii 
dak in-nhar htigilhom tabilfors ighabbu l-faham. 

Huwa u gej Malta l-ewwel darba, Newman ighid Ii ra '1 
Ghawdex u '1 Kemmnuna, ra wkoll San Pawl iI-Bahar. Feran 
mhux ftit meta sal' jaf Ji t-temp kien gfiadu kemm qaleb u sata 
jitghaxxaq bi granet sbieh bhal ta' Lu1ju. Fil-port kellhom ghaj
nejn l-gfiassies tal-kwarantina fuqhom biex ma jnalli '1 hadd 
jitla' abbard lew jinzel 1· art: izda kienu jistghu jduru mal-port 
bid-dghajjes. Newman ma nebiex juri li l-kwarantina dejqitu. Izda 
kien jifhimha kemm il-Gvern kien jehtieglu jisnaq dwar it-tharis 
tal-kwarantina: Malta bija l-bieb tal-kontinent, u fuq kollox, 
Ne\vman induna Ii l-Lazmrett taghna ki.en wieh€;d mill-aktar 
komdi. 

Xi Hit mill-ewwel impressjonijiet: 
Fancy being rowed in an open boat without a greatcoat on 

a December evening, and not feeling cOld. The sun went down 
gloriously and the sky was of an indescribable gold colour. 
" . The bells are beautiful here, as at Gibraltar and Cadiz, deep 
and sonorous, and they have been going all the morning .... (1) 

Izda Newman ma kienx imdorri jismaghhom,uddejjaq b'dawl( 
il-moti tal-Milied. Dak in-nhar stess, wara nMs in-nh~r gnazel 
xi kmamar ghalih ghal meta jerga' lura mill-gzejjer tal-Grecja: 
ghax il-kwarantina x'imkien trid taghmilha. Sab jikri bicctejn 
ghamara mill-ahjar u bi ftit fius. Kera wkoll vjolin. Xtaq jis
sokta j itgnallem it-Taljan u qabbad Sllrmast biex iharrgu. Lil 
Newman ghog-buh l-imtiehen tar-rih tagnna. Minn qrib il-Laz
zarett kien jilmah l-imtienen Ii dak iz-zmien kienu jzejnu S-swal' 
qrib Putirjal, u l-ittra ii semmejna jagfilaqha b'deskrizzjoni ta' 
wahda minnhom. 

Fl-lO ta' Jannar, 1833, Newman kien dienel milH~'did til-port 
tag-hna. Ghedna kif Newman kien g'a naseb biex ighaddiha taj
jeb. Ghaddielu minn mohhu l-fisieb J.:i jikteb xi p()eziji. U hawn 
Malta sata' jwmm iH~abra ta' poeziji magfirufa bhala 'Patriar
chal Sonnets" (26 ta' Jan. 1833), Hawn ser ingib wahda li laqtitni 
-- g'a whra zghira: 

(1) Letters and ·Correspondence of J. H. Newman, during his life 
in the English ChurCh, ed, at his request by Anne Mozley, 2 vols.; 
Longmans, Green & Co., London 1·891. 'L ohtu Harriet, 25-12-1832. 



If -e'er I fell beneath Thy rod, 
As thl'Ougl1 life's snares I go, 
Save me from David's lot, a God! 
And choose Thyself the woe. 

How should I face Thy plagues? which scare 
And haunt. and stun, until 
The heart or sinks in mute despair 
Or names a random ill. 

If else - then guide in David's path, 
Who chose the holier pain; 
Satan and man are tools of wrath -
An angel's scou~'ge is gain. (2) 

· 95 

Gflaxart ijiem wara, fi-20 ta' Jannar, bhallikieku f'estasi ta' 
hena Uema bhalu, hekk fisser il-hsllS li kienu jbaqbqu f'qalbu: 

... Only imagine my pleasure at being in these places! I was 
in silent wonder; and everything so grand and beautiful, and 
the mode of conveyanc-e such that I could look on without stop 
and without fatigue. I had Homer's Odyssey, Virgil and Thucy
dides with me, and seemed transported back to their times, for 
everything looks now just as it did then. Mountains cannot 
change ... 

... Well did Homer in the beginning of the Odyssey speak of 
it (Mt. Atlas) as supporting the heavens (as having makras 
kionas 'uranu). It has just that effect if you take the Mediterran
ean as the great centre of the earth, and the sky stretched over it 
as a curtain. (3). 

F'wahda mill-ittri tao Newman insibu deskrizzjoni, meghjuna 
xi drabi b'xi tping'ija, tal-kmamar Ii kellu fil-Lazzarett. IZda nah
seb Ii 1i1na aktar jolqotna Ii nkunu nafu kif Newman kien jahsib
ha dwar grajjiet niesna u r-relazzjonihet bejn il-Knisja u l-Istat 
fi gzirltna: 

Yesterday we me+; at the parlatorio Sir John Stoddart, Chief 
Justice to whom both Froude and T had letters. Hp. gave us a gOD~l 
deal of curious infonnati·on a:bout the state of the Catholic 
Church in Malta. 

(2) Ibid. '1 oIi.tu Harriet, qrib Malta 10-1-1833 (David Num·· 
bering the Pe.ople). 
(3) Ibid. 1il J.·W. Bowden Esq., LazzaTett, Malta, 20-1-1833. 
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It seems Malta was not taken, but, capitulated to us; ,and one 
of the provisions was that the laws and the religion should be 
inviolate. Now, the clergy here were independent altogether of 
the state in such a way as hardly in any other Catholic country 
at present. Till. 1813 nothing was done, for the Government 
thought the island might be ceded at the peace; but, after Bona
parte's d-efeat in Russia, they resolved on ke-eping it. A Commis
sioner was sent out to .adjust the legal and ecclesiastical system. 
Sir J. Richardson went on with it - when here in 1826 - and Sir 
J. Stoddart is going on with it now. He is introducing trial by jury, 
which at first sight is a problematical improvement. As to the 
"'1ergy, they were tried in court.s of their own (as in Becket's 
time), and irresponsible to the civil power. How was this to be al
tered? For a Catholic to violate the rights of the Church is a 
mortal sin, from which not ,even the Bishop-no one but the Pope 
can release him. Supposing, thtm, the King to make it law that 
the clel'gy should be subjected to the State courts, the execution 
of such a measure WOUld, of course, rest with native magistrates; 
let them then enforce it against a priest, and then go to their 
confessor. The priest cannot absolVe them; he has not the power: 
he can do· nothing without the Pope's assent. This exemplifies 
the admirable system of the Papacy as an instrument of power. 
Accordingly, representations were made to the POP!;. - at that 
time Leo XII - and, though he was considered strict in his ad
herence to the privileges of th-e Ohurch, the Government man
aged to gain a continual dispensation for the Catholic magis
trates here; ,and that thus the c'lergy are virtually subject to the 
Stat-ecourts. This system ·ofdispensatiou is in force in Austria. (4), 

Fl-istE;ss Ittra N-ewman isemmi wkoll il-kwistjoni ta' I-ghazla 
ta' l-Isqof. tDak lz-~mien Malta klenet ghadha seda ,suffraganea 
ta' Palermu; ghalhekk, u wkollghax baqa' jzomm is-sovranita fuq 
dil-gzira, ir-Re ta' Napli kien jrid jahtru hu. IZda sa dak iz-zmien 
ma kienx inqala' tanwki. 

Newman jaghlaq l-ittra li semmejna b'paragrafu li jigbol' fih 
hafna taghrif importanti; wahda mill-problemi Ii kienu jhawdu 
I-Gvern hi l-emigraz'ljoni, ghax in -Ilies kienet qed toktor wisq: 

The Maltese are a Vf:ry industrious race a contrast to t,he 
ranians The most industrious S€lVants at Corfu are Maltese. 

(4) '1 ohtu Jemina, Lazzarett, Malta, 115-1-1833, 



There was a plan some time since to relieve the place of its 
abundant population by sendtng them there; but, whether from 
the difference of religion or other cause, it did n()t answer. Malta 
increases by a thousand souls a year. It has the largest popula
tion on the smallest terr!.t,ory of any place in the world -above 
l(}O,OHO. Sir J. Stoddart said he had a plan for colonising them to 
Negropont. I suppose it would not do. (5). 

Fit-23 ta' .Jannar Newman temm iz-zmien tal-kwarantina. 
Izda maHe.il kien ghadu kemm kellu xi zjajjar misterjuzi. Hu u 
shabu lkoll semgnu xi passi. IZda dawk il-nsejjes kienu semghu
hom darbtejn ohra qabel. Ma{lankollu ma tantx ta kaz. Tassew 
1i hemm l-erwieh il-hziena jiggerrew ma{lwarna, iz{la mbaghad 
hemm l-erwieh it-tajba Ii jharsuna. Newman aktur soghob bih 
ghax meta qam jitkixxef ha rih li harbatlu I-pjanijiet koIlha. 11'
rih kien tant qawwi Ii baqa' jiftakru hajtu koIlha. 

IZda ghalkemm hu mr" setax jara wisq minn Malta, il-Kon·· 
Kat·tldral ta' S. Gwann kienminn ta' l-ewwel li ra: 

I have seen st. John's Church, and most magnificent it is. 
It is in the same style as St.. Peter's; in richness an{l exactness, 
minuteness and completeness, far -exceeding anything I have ever 
seen. I shall go to it once or twice more to get some more accurate 
notion of it .... It is covered throughout with the most costI.)/' 
marbles and with gilding; a multitude of pictures - some very 
fine - some statuary, splendid tapestries, and silva' lamps and 
candles ,o,f course. In the Chapel of the 'Communion are the 
famous silver rans whic!1 were saved from the clutches of Bona
p:uteby being painted vO look like wood; he took away the gold 
rails. By this and similar acts the French have made themselves 
hated here. (6). 

IZda aktar 'il quddiem jissokta jfisser l-opinjoni tiegJiu dwar 
dak Ii ra: 

I have. hitherto ser;n little of the Greek and Latin churches, 
but what I hav{)se'en fires me 'with great admiration'. I do not 
perceive that my opinion has in any respect changed about them; 
but it is fearful to have before one's eyes the perversion of aU 

(5) Ibid.; dal-progett t8: emigrazzjoni jfakkarni f'wiehed tal
Gvernatur Straubenzee, Ii fi-1872 ried jibgnat il-Maltin i1-
Jamaica. 
(6) Ibid.; '1 om,.mu, 26-1-1833. 
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the best, the holiest, the most exalted feelings of human nature. 
Everything in st. John's Church is admirable, if it did not go 
too far; it is a beautiful flower run to seed. I am impressed with 
a sad presentiment, as if the gift of truth when once lost was 
lost for ever. (7). 

Jitkellem ukoll fuq l·imgieba tal-Maltin ma' gnus ohra. Ma 
gnandniex ninsew Ii dak iz-zmien l-Ingilterra, Franza, Napli, 11'
Russja, l-Ordni ta' S.Gwann konha kellhom l-amblzzjonijiet 
taghhom dwar dil-gzira. 

I was speaking just n ow of the Maltese disliking the French. 
They are said to like the Russians, as the Greeks do; but there 
is so much contradictory testimony. All agree that they are a 
very industrious race, being an exception to the gene:'al Medit
erranean character; I suppose they are Arabs or Moors in gr2ut 
measure. Paul was Grand Master of the Order, and I suppose: 
the Russians narrowly missing getting the island, instead of us. 
tl:eir troops, which were to have have co-operated with the En
glish, being suddenly called off to act together with the French 
against us, they apPOinted wealthy men as commanders of their 
vessels in these parts, with orde':'s to spend a good deal of money 
am,ong the Maltese population. About five years ago they quite 
enriched the place. At present there is extreme poverty. We are 
told that, if any other poeple were so distressed, there would be 2. 

mob of 4()0 or 500 starving men every morning at the Governor';, 
palace. (8). 

Newman, kif gh~tu, ma satax jigri wisq ma' Malta. Darba, 
meta r-rih kien tista' tgnid hallieh ghal kollox, mar Sa S. Pawl iI·· 
Banal' bid-d,gnajsa. Sata' wkoll idur xi ftit mat-tor·oq tal-Belt 
taghna. Laqtuh id-djar ta' l-ibliet taghna. 

The houses are superb. They are great places. The Knights 
spent theIr money in houses and fortifications. The houses in 
Messina, Palermo and here (Naples) are very splendid, but they 
are inhabited in floors; whereas in Malta one man has the who18 
house, with its square court within, galleries, etc. (9). 

(7) Ibid. 
(8) Ibid. Dwar il-partitarji tar~Russja f'dawn l-ibhra, ftakar fil
Kaptan Guliermu Lorenzi fir-rumanz 'Nazju Ellul" ta' G, Muscat 
Azzopardi. 
(9) Ibid., '1 ohtu Harriet, Napli, 16-2-1833. 
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FHstess ittra, huwa jitkellem ukoll fuq it-'Town Planning' 
tal-belt Valletta u fuq is-swar: 

The streets are straight, and at right angles to each other; 
the fortifications prodigious in point of size and extent, but not 
worth much in a military point of view, each Grand Master add
ing to his predecessor's work without unity of plan or use fo·l' 
rnodern purposes. (10). 

Ta' bniedem sin6ie1' Ii kien, Newman ma qaghadx jinheba 
wara Bebghu, izda stqarr b'wi6cu minn quddiem u qalilna x'd:e
herlu mill-img;ieba tal-Maltin ma' I-Inglizi: 

I forget what opinton I gave about the attachment of the 
Maltese to the English; our final and confirmed opinion was that 
they do not like us. England has laid a heavy corn tax on them, 
which galls them much; £120,000 is thus raised, which is profme
ly laid out in quasi-sinecures, and, after all, a balance is trans
mitted to England. Few Maltese are put into any posts of impor
tance. It is urged, on the other hand, that responsi·ble men, En·· 
glishmen of wealth, must be put into places which yet it is con
fes.:;ed none but MalteSE! deputies can execute. (11). 

Newman halla 'I Malta ghal Sqallija fis-7 tao Frar. TI-passig
gieri kienu bejn is-70 u t-80, ilkoll turisti, regghin lura 111inn 
Malta. 

There was Prince G8litzin, and the Wife of the Governor of 
Wallachia and Moldavia, and counts and princes numberless. 
who spat about deck and cabin without any concern, Poles, Rus
Sians, Germans, French. The only gen tlemenlike men were the 
princes of Rohan, Carlists, who prosecuted Madame de Zeucheres 
last year. (12). 

Wahda milHttri Ii Newman kiteb minn hawn Malta aktar 'il 
quddlem hija ta' interes3 partikolari ghalina. Fiha jitkellem fuq 
l-Ilsien Malti. Ma ninsewx Ii Newman kiteb aktar minn mitt sena 
ilu, u matul dan iz-zmien il-Malti ssokta jixrob fih bo·sta elementi 
g·odda: 

Maltese itself is entirely or almost entirely Arabic; the mix
ture of Italian is for the most part confined to the city. It is CUl'-

(1O) Ibid. 
(11). Ibid. 
(12). Ibid." 
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iaus to trace the consequent connection bet\veen it and Hebrew. 
I have seen tables of their correspondence and nearly all the 
common words in both languages (Le. the necessaries of life, 
etc.) are the same. The number of such agreements is very 
great. (13). 

Iltqajt ma' xi nies hawnMalta Ii jgliidu Ii Newman kiteb il
poeiija tieghu 'Lead kindly light' meta kien fuq il-balial' bejn 
Malta u Sqallija. Iida fil-ktieb Ii semmejna aktar 'il quddiem, u 
Ii kien publikat fuq taIba ta' Newman, insibu Ii huwa kitibha fl
istrett ta' Bonifacio, meta kien riega' lura lejn l-Ingilterra. Il
hidma tal-grazzja t'AHa l1ija mol'ibija u siekta bhal taz-zerri,egha 
midfuna gol-hamrija; il-konverzjoni ta' Newman ~'at f'Ottubru 
ta' 1-1845, 

(3). Ibid, lil Rev. Thomd.~ Mozley, R.uma, 9-3-1833, 

G, GHIGO, S.J . 

........ --

FILOLOalJA. 

It-tifsil'a tal-proverbji mhix df:jjem cara. Fost dawn he111m 
il-proverbju: Il-bokra ssewwi z-zokra, li Vassalll jfisser hazin 
"il levarsi di buon mattino accomodera l'ombelico, oppure rap-
pezzera. l'oltre". Imma Vassalli jghid mill-ewwel Ii dawn it-tifsi
rlet ma jaghmlux sens. Hu jghid, jekk zokra tista' toqgfiod ghal 
zaqq, il-proverbju jfissser: "Chi si mettera al travag~lo di buon 
mattino, il suo ventre si aggiustera, perche non soifriJ:'a pill fame 
o perche invigorera la costitu.zione". Imma jekk zokra tfisser "otr" 
o sacco di pelle", tista' toqgfiod ghal kun vazett tal-fuhhar u s
SellS tal-proverbju l1u Ii min iqum kmieni "rattoppera l'otre, 11 
bueo". 

Imma dal-proverbju jfisser sewwa se\v Ii min iqum kmleni 
jibqa' f'sahhtu ghax ma jrabbix zaqq bhal min jiLghazzen. Dal
proverbju f'das-sens jinghad fis-Sirja bil-maqlub -- en-nawm2 
min al-bekra betrabbi xahm 'az-zekra, u jfisser "min ma jbakkarx 
irabbi x-xaham maz-zaqq", qawl li kif igfiid FeghaHe jinghad 1-
aktar Iill-gliazzenin Ji jhobbu jixxahxfiu fis-sodda. 

G. AQUILINA. 
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