ROMANTICISMU U KLASSICISMU
FIL-LETTERATURA
Ta’' J. FENECH ADAMI

Il-kelmiet Romanticismu y Klassi¢ismu tdew jigu wzati ghall-
bidu tas-seklu deatax, ghalkemm id-divrenzja bejniethem kienet
tinhass wisg qabel; hzakk biex nsemmi ezempju wiched biss
fi-Italja 1-ghazla bejn iz-zewg skejjel pdiet tinhass sa mié-cingue
cento Taljan, biss dik il-habta kienu jmorru taht l-ismijiet ta’
Tassismu 1 Arjostismu.

Definizzjoni ezatta ta’ wahda u l-ohra difficli biex taghti,
ghalkemm definizzjonijiet jinsabu bl-eluf, min-naha l-ohra facli
ferm aktar M ddahhal posta taht wahda jew l-ohra miz-zewg
skejjel. Hekk Dun Karm, Arnold, Goethe fl-Iphigenia u fil-
Herman und Dorothea jagghu taht it-tikketta klassika, wagt 11
Ruzar Briffa, Keats, Schlegel, Rousseaun u Chateaubriand huma
Romantici.

Dan ma jfissirx 1 z-Zewg klassijiet hums magtughin minn
xulxin b’xi purtieri tal-hadid 1i hadd ma jista’ jagsamhom. Bosta
drabi l-istess pceta ghardu xoghlijiet tieghu 1i jistghu jmorru
taht tikketta recmantika ghalkemm hu klassiku y ghal kuntrarju
poeta romantiku jista’ jkollu béejjed klassicl; hekk Virgilja
fl-episodju ta’ Dido u kwazi tista’ tghid fir-raba’ ktieh kolly ta
1-Aeneide hu romantiku ghalkemm bhala poeta hu jmur mal-
klassi¢i: hekk ukoll Dante klassiku ieher imma Romantiku fix-
xejra i1 jaghti 1ii Paolo u Francesca, }i ghalkemm f-infern
tat-thatija, huma jgawdu f-imhabba taghhom mhix mifruda
tant 11 gibdu s-simpatija tieghu kif jistgarr;—

“Io venni men come Morisse
E caddi come morto corpo cade”

Barra minn dan fi-istess klassi jista’ jkun hemm gradi dif-
ferenti, Hekk Omeru hu ingas klassiku minn Sofckle u Euripides
terga’ hu izjed klassiku minn dan. Fil-Maltl ghandna lii Buttigieg
1 ghax hu klassiku -juZa l-versi klassi¢i tas-saffika u ghdx hu
Romantiku jaghti 1-kulur ta’ l-immaginazzjoni romantika.

“U qalb ic-éagh’q miksi bil-groll u xtieli
gastnin « viole I-hut ghaddej fi srabat
homor u safranin fifief dags il-viegeg
sejjer jinnamra”.
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Compton Rickett jaghtina din id-definizzjoni: “The features
most insistent in Romanticism are a subtle sanse of mystery, an
exuberant intellectual curiosity and an instinct for the elemental
simplicities of life”. Hawn Rickett ghandu f'mohhu 1-hajja
intellettwali ta’ dak iz-zmien u mhux biss l-intellettwali fil-
poezija u ghalhekk il-gudizzju tieghu jiswa hafna ghal Rosseau,
Byron, Carlyle u Ibsen ghax ir-romantiku bhal &Gorg Pisanj jhossi
migbud ghall-hajja u l-immaginazzjoni thagbaq i tfawwar mill-
pjaciri taghha u bhal Faust ighajjat:—

“Had I as many souls as there be stars
rd give them all for Mephistopholes.”

Walter Pater 1 jaf hafna nis-sens tieghu ta’ kritiku lette-
rarju lil Newman jistgarr 1i “what is classical comes to us out
of the cool and quiet of other times, as a measure of what a long
experience has shown us will, at least never displease us” u
jkompli jurina ¥ fiz-zmien klassiku tal-Gre¢ja u Ruma kif ukoll
fis-seklu tmintax dsjjem insibu dik “l-order in beauly’” waqt i
fir-romanti¢i nsibu Z-zieda ta’ “Curiosity and Strangeness tO
beauly”. zZewg elementi godda 1i billi jinsabu l-aktar bl-abbun-
danza fiz-zmien tan-nofs igaghlu I-kittieha Romantiéi jxaqilbu
ghal din l-epocka. Dan hu kollu minnu u ghalhekk l-artist klas-
siku bhal Pope joghxa mita jsib mod kif isawwar l-ahjar fra-
zijiet:—

“What oft was thought, bult n'er so well expressed”’. Izda dan
bhal ma josserva Renan faé¢li jgaghlnh jaga’ fil-medjokrita u
ghalhekk etd klassika ma tistax iddum wisq, ghalkemm spiss
tixhed elementi nazzjonali sbieh fil-fama u 1l jedifikaw il-qarrej
1i bhal Foscolo mita jara gabar jahseb H:—

“GRall-lwejjeg kbar lis-sider gawwi jhejju
l-ogbra tal-gawwijin, o Pindemonie”.

u mhux bhal Abercrombie W meta jara 1-Epitaph tieghu jigih
'rasg Hi—

“Life was a hiding place that played me false”

“I lookt jor beauty and I longed for rest

And now I have perfection; nay, I am

Perfection: I am nothing, I am dead.”

Ir-Romanti¢i fl-Ingilterra jafu hafna mill-ispirazzjoni

taghhom lil Burns, Blake, Gray, Collins, Cowper u Crabbe, waqt li
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fug il-kontinent il-kwistjon: bejn skola u ohra bdiet tinhass
sewwa minn zmien Goethe u Schiller, Hugo u Gautier u ghalhekk
De Musset fil-Leitres de Dupens et CotOnet ma kellux hafna tort
meta ¥ela r-romanti¢ismu bhala meoviment reazzjonariju li twieled
mar-restawrazzjoni fal-Burboni u Ui skontu mhu xejn hlief gaw-
mien sentimentali ta’ katfolicismu medjevali, Sir Arthur Quiller
Couch fii-lecture tleghu numry tmienja jghid i d-divrenzia bejn
iz-zewg klassijiet hi biss din: “Some men have naturally a sense
of form stronger than theiy sense of colour, some men have a
sense of colour stronger than their sense of form” u jkompli
Ighidilna 1i xoghlijiet klassici jista’ jkollhom passjoni, pathos
avventuri n gibhda dags xoghlijiet romantiéi,

Fost I-influwenzi kbar 1 keilu r-romanti¢ismuy nsemmi
t-twalid tal-Pre-Raphaelite School 1l Dante Gabriele Rossefti i
kien hemm min sejjahlu “a kindred spirit to Keats” waqgaf bi-
chajnuna ta’ John Everstt Millais v Holman Hunt f1-1848 u
ghaggad fimkien pitturi bhal Madox Brown, il-poeta Kattoliku
Coventry Patmore v Ruskin, Dawn kienu jisthajiu ruhbhom “as
being related in method to the pre-Raphaelites” u ghalhekk ghal
gganti bhal Giotto, Bellini u Fra Angelico li skonthom kienu
welldu r-Raffaello. Dan  il-moviment gdid hakem sew fug il-
letteratura u sew fug [-arti v prinéipju tieghn fundamentali kisn
pagna mehuda mill-Adl romantika:— “the direct study of nature”
1l permezz tisghu huma stennew 1 jhollu kull irbit mill-kenven-
zjonijiet taz-zmien u jhollu l-ghagda shiRa bejn immaginazzjoni
1 razzjonalizmn 1i kienet gleghda ttaggal l-arti ta’ zmienhom u Ui
ftit jew wisq hu l-istess difett ta’ l-artl moderna.

Platun fil-karru tar-ruh gol-“Phaedrus” fil-genii ta’ l-ghar
{(myths of the cave) I-Er. huwa l-ewwel Romantiku, ghax hu
bhal San Pawl naghmlu t-tieni Y “had a deep interest in nature
net as a centre of beautiful scenes but as an informing and
yivitual factor on life'”. Madanko!lu din id-definizzioni ta’ roman-
gigismu 1l tana B, Ifor Evans £'The Short Histofy of English
Literature hi dubbjuza bafna meta nigu biex napplikawha ghal
iomantiéi bhal Byron.

g
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Spencer, Milton u Pope kolltha jaghmilu versi minn leggendi
jew storja i hi komuni ghail-bniedem, imma 1-poeti romantici
jharsu go finem infushom, hall johorgu minn hajjithom stess
sensazzjonijiet uw  gibdiet strambi  ghall-kotra tal-bnedmin.
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FWordsworth dawn jintrabtu ma' valuri morali u jxagilbu lejn
nies sempli¢i u bosta drabi lejn l-art 1 taghtinag 1-hajja. F'Byron
ifawwru minn xi avventura li I-bniedem ftit kien g¢gabel hass
bhalha, Coleridge jgorrna ghall-holm imnebbah mill-artijiet del-
lija tax-Kenadu v Ruzar Briffa ghal knisja ¢kejkna fi zmien il-
kavalieri 1 taf grajja ta’ hsara u swied il-qalb:—

“Inti taf, ja knisja mwarrba
zZewgt iqlub 1ajt imghanngin
rajthom b’fieffa ged jitbewsu
rajthom fdemmhom imghanngin®.

L~iskola romantika fuq kollox hi mnebbha minn gawwa
ferrihija ta’ emandéipazzjoni mil-ligijiet, mix-xXejra u l-aisien ta’
1-imghoddi u ghalhekk Chesterton jara lil San Frangisk fit-thex-
bix ta’ l-ewwel Romanti¢i Taljani, ghax San Frangisk kien habb
il-berah u i-helsien ta’ 1-atmosfera Romantika 1i hi haga wahda
mal-holgisn u 1 minnha nfisha thaxxi “l-atmosfera klassika ii
hi r-rizultat mhux biss ta’' genju ntellettwall imma wkoll ta’
so¢jetd u kondizzjonijiet intellettwali z-zejjed” kif osserva tajjeb
Brunture fil-ktigh tieghu “La NationaliSation de la litterature”
u 1i ghalhekk facli kienet twagga’ gganti bhal Pascal, Boussuet,
Boileau n Moliere mix-xejra fal-versi taghhom naturali ghall-
guffagni u ghat-tganzih tar-rettorika.

L-eta tar-Romanti¢ismu jisthajluha taghlag ma’ 1-1830,
id-data li fiha Tennyson hareg l-ewwel poezijl mportanti tieghu.
Wordsworth ma mistx gabei 1-1850 imma kiteb ftit hwejjeg ta’
fejda wara 1-1808, Coleridge miet f1-1834, Scott fi-1832, Byron
f1-1824, Shelly f1-1822, u Keats f1-1821.

Ghannejja godda gherughom imxenxla fil-hamrija taz-zewg
skejjel kienu ga geghdin jifirxu fuq l-orizzont imdieheb bir-raggi
ta’ xemx hanina wara daharhom, 1 kienet tnebbah aminijiet godda
u I-holgien kien kollu jiddi u jfawwar bl-ghidut taghhom li jixhed
il-halib gwejjed ta’ l-istess natura u I-benna ta’ frott magtugh
mill-istess sigra — is-sigra tal-gmiel u s-sbuhija 1i hi 1-istess Alla.



