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Introduction 
In a previous article (Borg & Falzon1

) the perception of Maltese primary school 
teachers of three morally-undesirable behaviours was investigated. That study 
showed that of 16 selected behaviours stealing, cruelty/bullying, and lying figured 
among the top five most serious. Results showed that: 

male primary school teachers tend to take a more serious view of these three 
behaviours than female teachers; 
the more experienced teachers took a less serious view of the behaviours; 
while lying was perceived to be more serious when manifested by girls, the 
converse was true for cruelty/bUllying; there were no pupil sex differences in the 
case of stealing; 
the three behaviours were considered to be more serious when manifested by 
older children (i.e. those in Year IV-VI as compared with Year I-Ill); 
teacher's perception was not influenced by ability stream since no differences 
were reported. 

The purpose of the present article is to consider the perceived seriousness of 
morally-undesirable behaviour in the secondary school context, thereby continuing 

1. BORG, M.G. & FALZON, J.M. "Maltese primary school teachers' perception of the seriousness 
of stealing, cruelty, and lying in schoolchildren", Melita Theologica, XLl2 (1989) 111-120. 
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where the Borg & Falzon I study had left off. It also seeks to investigate further the 
role of teacher, school and pupil characteristics in the perception of these behaviours. 

A sample of 800 teachers, randomly selected from 16 of the 33 state secondary 
schools from all over Malta, was invited to participate in the survey by completing 
a self-administered questionnaire. Of the 605 teachers who returned a questionnaire, 
302 were females and 303 were males. This figure represents a response rate of 
75.6 per cent. 

The questionnaire was a development of the one employed by Borg & Falzon2.3 

among Maltese primary school teachers. Most of the listed behaviours were selected 
from Sparks '4, Stuart's5 and Ziv's6 list, of which the latter two were based on the 
comprehensive list in Wickman's7 pioneering work. Others were modified or 
included with the Maltese secondary school context in mind. The questionnaire 
was piloted among 25 teachers and three knowledgeable persons. 

The questionnaire consisted of two sections the first of which requested 
respondents to provide information regarding sex of respondent, sex of pupils taught, 
length of teaching experience, type of school selectivity (i.e. 'junior lyceum' or 
'area secondary'). The second section requested teachers to rate each of 49 selected 
behaviours in response to the question "If a form 1-2 or Form 4-5 pupil shows this 
behaviour, how serious a problem would you consider it to be?" Responses were 
on a five-point Likert-type scale labelled n~t serious,fairly serious, serious, very 
serious, and extremely serious and scored 0 to 4 respectively to give a measure of 

2. BORG, M.G. *& FALZON, J.M. "Primary school teachers' perception of pupils' undesirable 
behaviours", Educational Studies, 15 (1989) 251-260. 

3. BORG, M.G. & FALZON, J.M. "Teachers' perception of primary schoolchildren's undesirable 
behaviours: the effects of teaching experience, pupil's age, sex and ability stream", British Journal 
of Educational Psychology, 60 (1990) 220-226. 

4. SPARKS, J.N. "Teachers' attitudes towards the behaviour problems of children', Journal of 
Exucational Psychology, 43 (1952) 284-291. 

5. STUART, H. "Teachers' perceptions of student behaviours: a study of NSW secondary teachers' 
attitudes", Educational Psychology, 14/2 (1994) 217-232. 

6. ZIV, A. "Children's behaviour problems as viewed by teachers, psychologists and children", Child 
Development,41 (1970) 871-879. Reprinted in P. Williams (Ed.), Behaviour Problems in School, 
(University of London Press; London 1974). 

7. WICKMAN, E.K. "Teachers' list of undesirable forms of behaviour" in Children's Behaviour and 
Teacher's Attitudes, (Commonwealth Fund; New York 1998). Reprinted in P. Williams (Ed.), 
Behaviour Problems in School, (University of London Press; London 1974). 
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the perceived seriousness of that behaviour. The listing of the 49 behaviours was 
determined in a random fashion. 

The 49 behaviours would seem to fall 'naturally' into the following three 
categories: 

(a) those which have been labelled morally-undesirable (e.g. cheating, lying, 
stealing); 

(b) those which tend to disrupt class-discipline (e.g. disobedience, defiance, 
talkative); 

(c) those behaviours which are generally regarded as being symptomatic of some 
degree of emotional maladjustment or personality disorders (e.g. 
suspiciousness ,fearfulness, depression/unhappy). 

Most serious behaviours 
Table 1 in the Appendix shows the mean rating (together with its standard deviation 
and equivalent rank order) of the seriousness of each of the 49 selected behaviours 
as perceived by secondary school teachers. This overall measure of the perceived 
seriousness of each behaviour was computed by averaging the rate for that behaviour 
among Form 1-2 and Form 4-5 pupils. Results show that the 605 secondary teachers 
perceived drug abuse, cruelty/bullying and destroying as the three most serious 
behaviours among secondary pupils. Inquisitiveness and whispering were rated as 
the least serious behaviours. With the exception of masturbation, all the morally
undesirable behaviours figure among the 15 most serious behaviours; these being: 
cruelty/bullying, destroying, stealing, heterosexual activity, cheating, and lying. 

The results that follow focus on the effects that different groups have on the 
perception of the seriousness of behaviour. The groups are as follows: 

- grade level: 
- pupil sex: 
- teacher sex: 
- school selectivity: 
-teaching experience: 

From 1-2 - Form 4-5 
boys - girls 
male teachers - female teachers 
junior lyceum - area secondary 
least experienced - moderately experienced - highly 
experienced (see Borg8 for more details) 

8. Borg, M.G. "Secondary school teachers' perception of pupils' undesirable behaviours," British 
Journal of Educational Psychology, 68 (1998) 67-79. 
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The mean ratings and standard deviations of the attitudes of secondary school 
teachers towards the seven morally-undesirable behaviours when manifested by 
Form 1-2 and Form 4-5 pupils are set out in Table 2 (see Appendix). These findings 
are verbalised hereunder: 

Cruelty/BuIlying 
(1) cruelty/bullying is perceived to be significantly more serious in Form 4-5 

than Form 1-2 pupils; 
(2) among Form 1-2 pupils, cruelty/bullying is perceived by teachers to be serious 

to the same extent in both boys and girls; 
(3) irrespective of the sex of From 4-5 pupils, cruelty/bullying is perceived by 

teachers to be serious to the same degree; 
(4) female teachers perceive cruelty/bullying when manifested by Form 1-2 pupils 

as being significantly more serious than their male colleagues; 
(5) irrespective of teacher sex, cruelty/bullying is perceived to be serious to the 

same extent among Form 4-5 pupils; 
(6) irrespective of whether Form 1-2 pupils are from junior lyceums or area 

secondaries, cruelty/bullying is perceived by teachers to be serious to the same 
degree; 

(7) teachers of Form 4-5 pupils in area secondary schools perceive cruelty/bullying 
significantly more serious than their colleagues in junior lyceums; 

(8) cruelty/bullying among Form 1-2 pupils is perceived to be more serious by 
least experienced teachers than the moderately experienced or the highly 
experienced; 

(9) irrespective of length of teaching experience, cruelty/bullying among Form 
4-5 pupils is perceived by teachers to be serious to the same extent. 

Destroying 
(1) destroying is perceived to be significantly more serious in Form 4-5 than 

Form 1-2 pupils; 
(2) irrespective of the sex of Form 1-2 pupils, destroying is perceived by teachers 

to be serious to the same extent; 
(3) destroying is perceived to be significantly more serious among Form 4-5 boys 

than girls; 
(4) female and male teachers perceive destroying when manifested by Form 1-2 

pupils serious to the same extent; 
(5) irrespective of teacher sex, destroying is perceived to be serious to the same 

extent among Form 4-5 pupils; 
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(6) irrespective of whether form 1-2 pupils are from junior lyceums or area 
secondary schools, destroying is perceived by teachers to be serious to the 
same degree; 

(7) irrespective of whether form 4-5 pupils are from junior lyceums or area 
secondary schools, destroying is perceived by teachers to be serious to the 
same degree; 

(8) destroying among Form 1-2 pupils is perceived to be more serious by the 
least experienced teachers than the moderately experienced or the highly 
experienced; 

(9) irrespective of length of teaching experience, destroying among Form 4-5 
pupils is perceived by teachers to be serious to the same extent. 

Stealing 
(1) stealing is perceived to be a significantly more serious behaviour in Form 4-

5 than Form 1-2 pupils; 
(2) irrespective of the sex of Form 1-2 pupils, stealing is perceived by teachers to 

be serious to the same degree; 
(3) stealing among From 4-5 boys and girls is perceived to be serious to the same 

extent; 
(4) female and male teachers perceive destroying when manifested by Form 1-2 

pupils 
(5) irrespective of teacher sex stealing is perceived to be serious to the same extent 

among Form 4-5 pupils; 
(6) irrespective of whether Form 1-2 pupils are from junior lyceums or area 

secondary schools stealing is perceived by teachers to be serious to the same 
degree; 

(7) irrespective of whether Form 4-5 pupils are from junior lyceums or area 
secondary schools, stealing is perceived by teachers to be serious to the same 
extent; 

(8) stealing among Form 1-2 pupils is perceived to be more serious by the least 
experienced teachers than the moderately experienced or the highly 
experienced; 

(9) stealing among Form 4-5 pupils is perceived to be more serious by the least 
experienced teachers than the highly experienced. 

Heterosexual activity 
(1) heterosexual activity is perceived by teachers to be significantly more serious 

in Form 1-2 than Form 4-5 pupils; 
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(2) among Form 1-2 pupils, heterosexual activity is perceived by teachers to be 
more serious among girls than among boys; 

(3) heterosexual activity is perceived to be significantly more serious among Form 
4-5 girls than Form 4-5 boys; 

(4) female teachers, as compared with their male colleagues, perceive heterosexual 
activity among Form 1-2 pupils to be significantly more serious; 

(5) heterosexual activity among Form 4-5 pupils is perceived significantly more 
serious among female teachers than male teachers; 

(6) heterosexual activity is perceived by teachers to be significantly more serious 
among area secondary school pupils than pupils in junior lyceums; 

(7) heterosexual activity among Form 4-5 area secondary school pupils are 
perceived to be significantly more serious than among their counterparts in 
junior lyceums; I 

(8) irrespective of length of teaching experience gr~up, teachers perceive 
heterosexual activity among Form 1-2 pupils is perceived to be serious to the 
same degree; 

(9) irrespective oflength of teaching experience, heterosexual activity among Form 
4-5 pupils is perceive by teachers to be serious to the same extent. 

Cheating 
(1) cheating is perceived by teachers to be significantly more serious in Form 4-

5 than form 1-2 pupils; 
(2) among Form 1-2 pupils, cheating is perceived by teachers to be more serious 

among girls than among boys; 
(3) cheating is perceived to be significantly more serious among Form 4-5 girls 

than boys; 
(4) female teachers perceive cheating among Form 1-2 pupils to be significantly 

more serious than their male colleagues; 
(5) cheating in Form 4-5 pupils is perceived significantly more serious among 

female teachers than male teachers; 
(6) irrespective of whether Form 1-2 pupils attend a junior lyceum or an area 

secondary schools, cheating is perceived by teachers to be serious to the same 
extent; 

(7) cheating among Form 4-5 area secondary and junior lyceum pupils is perceived 
to be serious to the same extent; 

(8) cheating among Form 1-2 pupils is perceived to be more serious by the least 
experienced and the moderately experienced teachers than the highly 
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experienced; 
(9) irrespective oflength of teaching experience, cheating among Form 4-5 pupils 

is perceived by teachers to be serious to the same extent. 

Lying 
(1) lying in Form 4-5 pupils is perceived by teachers to be significantly more 

serious than in Form 1-2 pupils; 
(2) among Form 1-2 pupils, lying is perceived by teachers to be more serious 

among girls than among boys; 
(3) lying is perceived to be significantly more serious among Form 4-5 girls than 

boys; . 
(4) irrespective of teacher sex, lying among Form 1-2 pupils is perceived to be 

serious to the same extent; 
(5) lying among Form 4-5 pupils is perceived significantly more serious by female 

teachers than male teachers; 
(6) irrespective of whether Form 1-2 pupils attend a junior lyceum or an area 

secondary schools, lying is perceived by teachers to be serious to the same 
extent; 

(7) lying among Form 4-5 area secondary and junior lyceum pupils is perceived 
to be serious to the same extent; 

(8) lying among Form 1-2 pupils is perceived to be more serious by the least 
experienced than the moderately experienced and the highly experienced, and 
by the moderately experienced than the highly experienced teachers; 

(9) lying among Form 4-5 pupils is perceived to be more serious by the least 
experienced than the highly experienced teachers. 

Masturbation 
(1) at both grade levels, masturbation is perceived by teachers to be serious to the 

same extent; 
(2) among Form 1-2 pupils, masturbation is perceived by teachers to be more 

serious among girls than among boys; 
(3) masturbation is perceived to be significantly more serious among Form 4-5 

girls than Form 4-5 boys; 
(4) among Form 1-2 pupils, masturbation is perceived by female teachers to be 

significantly more serious than by their male colleagues; 
(5) m<'lsturbatian among Form 4-5 pupils is perceived significantly more serious 

l,~ fc=alc teachers than m«lc Cca,cl:Icrs; 

(6) fHM?cd~vc of whether Form 1-2 pupils attend a junior lyceum or an area 
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secondary schools, masturbation is perceived by teachers to be serious to the 
same extent; 

(7) masturbation among Form 4-5 area secondary and junior lyceum pupils is 
perceived to be serious to the same extent; 

(8) irrespective of length of teaching experience group, teachers perceive 
masturbation among Form 1-2 pupils - as being serious to the same degree; 

(9) irrespective of length of teaching experience, masturbation among Form 4-5 
pupils is perceived by teachers to be serious to the same extent. 

Discussion 
The aim of this article was to focus on the attitudes of secondary school teachers 
towards seven forms of morally-undesirable pupil behaviours. The present results 
showed that, in line with results reported by Borg & Falzonl , Stuart5 , Ziv6 and 
Wickman7

, Maltese secondary school teachers considered stealing and cruelty/ 
bullying to be among some of the most undesirable forms of behaviours in pupils, 
both of which are among the morally-undesirable behavours. 

It is perhaps symptomatic of a current major concern in Maltese society that 
heterosexual activity should figure 8th in rank, out of 49 behaviours. There is, of 
course, no reason to believe that in the past this form of behaviour was not a cause 
of concern. However, what was erstwhile taboo and 'unspeakable' has now become 
a topic of common discourse with the results that concerns with this behaviour are 
expressed openly such that it now figures among the most serious forms of behaviour. 

On the other hand, it is interesting, and perhaps worrying, that masturbation 
should figure so low in the teachers' perceived seriousness; less serious in fact than 
such behaviours as lateness, obscene notes and untidy in personal appearance. 
Clearly, it would appear that the vast majority of teachers do not seem to share the 
Church's traditional stand on masturbation. It would seem that this trend in the 
present findings attests to the important role of the cultural context. 

The influencing role of each of the nine grouping variables in the degree of 
seriousness with which teachers perceive each of the seven morally reprehensible 
behaviours are discussed hereunder. 

Grade Level 
The investigation of grade level effects showed that with two exceptions all the 
morally-undesirable behaviours were perceived to be more serious if manifested 
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by the 'older' Form 4-5 pupils. Being older, and thereby supposedly more mature, 
these pupils are not expected to behave in this manner. Heterosexual activity, on 
the other hand, was perceived more serious when manifested by the 'younger' 
Form 1-2 pupils. This suggests that with increasing age the perceived seriousness 
of this behaviour declines. No overall grade level differences, moreover, were 
observed in the case of masturbation. That is, irrespective of grade level or pupil 
age this form of behaviour is perceived with the same level of seriousness, reflecting 
perhaps the general concern that this behaviour in schoolchildren elicits. 

Pupil Sex 
Results showed agreement across grades that heterosexual activity, cheating, lying, 
and masturbation were perceived to be significantly more serious in girls than in 
boys. That these behaviours should be more tolerated in boys than in girls not only 
reflects the important role that sex stereotyping plays in the teachers' perception 
but is also indicative of society'S mores and values. 

Teacher Sex 
Significant teacher sex differences indicated an agreement across pupil grade level 
that heterosexual activity, cheating, and masturbation are perceived to be 
significantly more serious by female teachers than by male teachers. It would appear 
that female teachers are less tolerant of these behaviours than their male colleagues. 
Borg1 remarks that female teachers seem to be more preoccupied with moral forms 
of behaviours, in contrast with male teachers who appear to be primarily concerned 
with disruptive forms of behaviours (e.g. defianCe/challenge, interrupting, 
stubbornness). Whether this is the result of a more prudish disposition that is 
harboured by females generally or whether this is the role of sex stereotyping is 
difficult, if not impossible, to determine. 

School selectivity 
It is perhaps interesting that the lowest number of significant differences in the 
perceptions of teachers involved school selectivity. Of 14 possible effects across 
grade level only three reached statistical significance, two of them involving 
heterosexual activity. This trend in the results suggests that the perceived seriousness 
of these morally-undesirable behaviours is not affected by whether pupils are either 
'young' or 'old' and whether they frequent a junior lyceum or an area secondary 
school. That heterosexual activity is perceived to be significantly more serious in 
area secondary school pupils may well be indicative of the scale of the problem in 
that particular context. Although differences in type of school ethos would surely 
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affect pupil behaviours it is hardly legitimate to generalise on this form of behaviour. 
Nevertheless, it seems true that heterosexual activity among teenagers has increased 
over the years. 

Teaching Experience 
Length of teaching experience proved to be an important source of influence on the 
seriousness of behaviours. It appears that, in line with Borg & Falzon3

, the more 
experienced teachers become progressively more tolerant of most undesirable 
behaviours, including morally reprehensible ones and especially among the 
'younger' pupils. This trend suggests that the more experienced teachers tend to 
become increasingly 'mellow' in regard to morally-undesirable behaviours like 
the ones investigated in this study. 

In support of other studies (Borg & FalzonI.2.3.9), but in contrast with others 
(e.g. Wickman 7 , Langfeldt lO

) the present study demonstrates the important role that 
teacher, school and pupil characteristics play in the teachers' perception of the 
seriousness of undesirable behaviours. While the level of seriousness of certain 
forms of the morally-undesirable behaviours is perceived more or less the same 
across groups the seriousness of others vary considerably from one group to the 
next. 

Department of Psychology 
University of Malta 
MsidaMSD06 

9. BORG, M.G. & F ALZON, I.M. "A factor analytic study of teachers' perception of pupils' undesirable 
behaviours: a rejoinder to Langfeldt (1992)", British Journal of Educational Psychology, 63(1993) 
513-518. 

10. LANGFELDT, H.P. "Teachers' perceptions of problem behaviours: a cross-cultural study between 
Germany and South Korea", British Journal of Educational Psychology, 62(1992) 217-224. 
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Table 1. Teachers' perception of the seriousness of pupil behaviurs: rankorder, means and standard 
deviations. 

Rank Mean + SD 
Order (n=605) 

Drug abuse 1 3.49 1.09 
Cruelty/Bullying 2 3.01 0.94 
Destroying 3 2.75 0.97 
Stealing 4 2.56 1.04 
Depression/Unhappy 5 2.55 1.07 
Smoking 6 2.48 1.07 
Truancy 7 2.41 1.01 
Heterosexual activity 8 2.36 1.32 
Rudeness/lmpertinence 9 2.29 0.94 
Lack of interest 10 2.23 0.96 
Unsociable 11 2.22 1.08 
Defiance/Challenge 12 2.17 0.99 
Cheating 13 2.12 0.91 
Lying 14 2.05 0.93 
Quarrelsomeness 15 2.03 0.95 
disobedience 16 2.02 0.91 
Laziness 17 2.01 0.95 
Irresponsibility 18 1.99 0.89 
Inattention 18 1.99 0.91 
Obscene notes 20 1.93 1.08 
Easily discouraged 21 1.91 0.93 
Temper tantrums 21 1.91 1.03 
Domineering 23 1.86 1.02 
Untidy in personal appearance 23 1.86 1.01 
Resentful 25 1.78 0.93 
Stubbornness 25 1.78 0.98 
Selfishness 27 1.76 0.97 
Nervousness 28 1.75 0.99 
Fearfulness 29 1.73 0.97 
Weepy 30 1.69 1.04 
CarelessnesslUntidy in work 31 1.67 0.91 
Hyperactivity 32 1.64 1.01 
Physical coward 33 1.61 0.97 
Lateness 34 1.56 0.95 
Suspiciousness 35 1.53 0.95 
Thoughtlessness 36 1.52 0.93 
Interrupting 37 1.51 1.00 
Disorderliness 38 1.50 0.89 
Silliness 39 1.50 0.97 
Attention-seeking 40 1.50 0.99 
Restlessness 41 1.46 0.95 
Hyperactivity 42 1.45 1.01 
TalkativelTattling 43 1.41 0.98 
Masturbation 44 1.38 1.27 
Dreaminess 45 1.23 0.94 
Shyness 46 1.19 0.89 
Sensitiveness 47 1.10 0.90 
Inquisitiveness 48 0.81 0.98 
Whispering 49 0.76 0.86 

+ 0 - not serious; 1 - fairly serious; 2 - serious; 3 - very serious; 
4 - extremely serious. 
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Table 2. Group differences in the perception of pupil behaviours (standard deviations in brackets). 

(a) Grade level differences in teachers' perception of the seriousness of pupil behaviours. 

Fonnl-2 Form 4-5 difference 
df Mean+ Mean+ between means 

CrueltylBulleying 602 2.78 (1.11) 3.24 (0.97) -0.46*** 
Destroying 601 2.48 (1.11) 3.02 (1.01) -0.54*** 
Stealing 603 2.20 (1.17) 2.92 (1.07) -0.72*** 
Heterosexual activity 594 2.47 (1.43) 2.25 (1.43) +0.22*** 
Cheating 598 1.81 (1.02) 2.44 (1.01) -0.63*** 
Lying 598 1.70 (1.08) 2.41 (1.01) -0.71 *** 
Masturbation 593 1.34 (1.34) 1.41 (1.39) -0.07 

(b) Pupil sex differences in teachers' perception of the seriousness of behaviours in Form 1-2 pupils 

Form 1-2 
Boys Girls difference 

df Mean+ Mean+ between means 

Cruelty/Bulleying 601 2.81 (1.07) 2.76 (1.15) +0.05 
Destroying 601 2.50 (1.07) 2.46 (1.15) +0.04 
Stealing 603 2.12 (1.13) 2.26 (1.21) -0.14 
Heterosexual activity 594 2.25 (1.44) 2.67 (1.39) -0.42*** 
Cheating 600 1.63 (0.97) 1.95 (1.04) -0.31*** 
Lying 600 1.57 (1.06) 1.79 (1.10) -0.22* 
Masturbation 594 1.21 (1.23) 1.45 (1.42) -0.24* 

(c) Pupil sex differences in teachers' perception of the seriousness of behaviours in Form 4-5 pupils 

Form 4-5 
Boys Girls difference 

df Mean+ Mean+ between means 

CrueltylBulleying 601 3.27 (0.89) 3.21 (1.04) +0.06 
Destroying 601 3.11 (0.84) 2.94 (1.14) +0.17* 
Stealing 602 2.90 (0.97) 2.94 (1.16) -0.04 
Heterosexual activity 596 2.04 (1.40) 2.42 (1.44) -0.38*** 
Cheating 597 2.29 (0.97) 2.57 (1.03) -0.28*** 
Lying 597 2.31 (1.01) 2.50 (1.00) -0.19* 
Masturbation 593 1.28 (1.30) 1.53 (1.46) -0.25* 

(d) Pupil sex differences in teachers' perception of the seriousness of behaviours in Form 1-2 pupils 
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Form 1-2 
Female Male 

Teachers Teachers difference 
df Mean+ Mean+ between means 

Cruelty/Bulleying 601 2.88 (1.11) 2696 (1.11) +0.18* 
Destroying 601 2.48 (1.12) 2.48 (1.11) 0.00 
Stealing 603 2.25 (1.18) 2.14 (1.17) -0.11 
Heterosexual activity 594 2.62 (1.49) 2.32 (1.34) -0.30** 
Cheating 600 1.90 (0.99) 1.70 (1.04) +0.20* 
Lying 600 1.75 (1.05) 1639 (1.11) +0.12 
Masturbation 594 1.48 (1.40) 1.19 (1.26) -029** 

(e) Teacher sex differences in the perception of the seriousness of behaviours in Form 4-5 pupils. 

Form 4-5 
Female Male difference 
Teachers Teachers between 

df Mean+ Mean+ means 

Cruelty/BuUeying 601 3.30 (0.99) 3.17 (0.95) +0.13 
Destroying 601 3.00 (1.05) 3.04 (0.97) -0.04 
Stealing 602 2.95 (1.10) 2.90 (1.04) _0.05 
Heterosexual activity 596 2.36 (1.48) 2.13 (1.37) +0.23* 
Cheating 597 2.53 (1.02) 2.35 (1.00) +0.18* 
Lying 597 2.50 (1.02) 2.33 (0.98) +0.17* 
Masturbation 593 1.59 (1.49) 1.23 (1.26) +0.36*** 

+ 0 - not serious; 1 - fairly serious; 2 - serious; 3 - very serious; 4 - extremely serious. 
*p < 0.05; ** P < 0.01; *** P < 0.001 

(0 Teacher sex differences in the perception of the seriousness of behaviours in Form 1-2 pupils. 

Form 1-2 
Teachers in Teachers in difference 
Junior Lyceums Area between 

Secondary schools means 
df Mean+ Mean+ 

CrueltylBulleying 601 2.71 (1.13) 2.85 (1.09) -0.14 
Destroying 601 2.46 (1.16) 2.50 (1.06) -0.04 
Stealing 603 2.13 (1.19) 2.25 (1.16) -0.12 
Heterosexual activity 594 2.33 (1.53) 2.61 (1.32) -0.28* 
Cheating 600 1.86 (1.02) 1.74 (1.02) +0.12 
Lying 600 1.68 (1.05) 1.70 (1.12) -0.02 
Masturbation 594 1.27 (1.35) 1.41 (1.33) -0.14 

15 
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(g)School selectivity differences in the perception of the seriousness of behaviours in Form 4-5 pupils 

Junior Lyceums 

Cruelty/Bulleying 
Destroying 
Stealing 
Heterosexual activity 
Cheating 
Lying 
Masturbation 

Area 

df 

601 
601 
602 
596 
597 
597 
593 

Form 4-5 
Teachers in 
between 

Mean+ 

3.13 (1.00) 
2.96 (1.06) 
2.84 (1.15) 
2.07 (1.43) 
2.46 (1.02) 
2.34 (0.98) 
1.3891.410 

Teachers in difference 

Secondary schools means 
Mean+ 

3.34 (0.93) -0.20** 
3.07 (0.96) -0.11 
3.00 (0.99) -0.16 
2.41 (1.41) -0.34** 
2.42 (1.00) +0.05 
2.48 (1.03) -0.14 
1.45 (1.37) -0.Q7 

(h)Teaching experience differences in teachers' perception of the seriousness of pupil behaviours in 
Form 1-2. 

Form 1-2 
df F-value Significant 

Comparisons 

Cruelty/Bulleying 2,599 8.010*** L>ML>H 
Destroying 2,599 7.312*** L>ML>H 
Stealing 2,601 4.478*** L>M>L>M 
Heterosexual activity 2,592 0.224 
Cheating 2,598 4.105* L>HM>H 
Lying 2,598 8.522*** L>ML>HM>H 
Masturbation 2,592 2.010 
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(i)Teaching experience differences in teachers' perception of the seriousness of pupil behaviours in 

Fonn 3-4. 

df 

Cruelty/BuIleying 2,599 
Destroying 2,599 
Stealing 2,600 
Heterosexual activity 2,594 
Cheating 2,595 
Lying 2,595 
Masturbation 2,591 

Form 1-2 
F-value 

1.666 
2.386 
3.579* 
1,355 
1.268 
6.408** 
0.548 

Significant 
Comparisons 

L>H 

L>H 

+ 0 - not serious; I - fairly serious; 2 - serious; L- least experienced 
3 - very serious; 4 - extremely serious. M- moderately experience 
*p < 0.05; ** P < 0.01; *** P < 0.001 H - highly experienced 






