ZIEDA TA’ KLIEM U TIFSIR

Ta’ V. MiFsuD BONNICI
(migjub minn G. CASSAR PULLICINO)

(Jaqgbad ma’ Leben il-Malti, Ghadd 287-289)

M

MACCA — maée zghir, jew bosk zghir. “Hemm tursin il-hlejjiet; hemm
madéa”.

MADAXXUN — Kull zewg versi kotnina tat-tinda tad-dghajsa.

MADRAB — “Ghandna madrab ta’ xatba jrid jinhatt u jinbena; il-widna
tieghu nqalghet”.

MAFRAD -~ Platt kbir qisu mghajgna ghax bhal dak li qallu jifred minn
xulxin ’il dawk li bil-qieghda qawgbiet ikunu mdawwrin mieghu biex
jieklu,

MAFRAT — Lenbija tal-fubhar li n-nies jieklu minnha t-tisjir,

MAGENDA — Lewn bejn l-ahmar u l-vjola.

MAGMAR NAR — Huggiepa kbira, ;

MAHKUK (isem) — Gobon mahkuk biex iroxxuh fuq il-ghagin imgholli.

MAHKUKA — Mahduma zzejjed minn sena ghal ohra; il-maqlub ta’ mserrha,

MAHLA — Dik ix-xkora li jdendlu f'ghonq iz-2wiemel, bghula, hmir biex
jieklu minnha,

MAKSAR - Dik il-gebla i meta l-medda jew kanal tat-tisqija tkun miexja
jew ikun miexi bl-ilma tiksirulu biha biex tghaddih ghal band’ohra;
something to dam up water with, breakwater, “"Nehhu dawk il-maksri”;
*Is-sieqja jaghmlulha l-imkasar bi gzuz tat-trab imwaqqaf®,

MAKTUR — nofs maktur, maghmul tirjanglu jew bi tiiet minkba jew rokon.

MALLAT, IMALLAT - Cercéer, icercer; qatta’, iqatta’. “Zamm ié-éaréir u
t-taqtigh fuqu u t-thammig”, "dejjem immallat u mqatta”; izid il-hazin
mat-tajjeb “dejjem imallat u jhallat”,

MALLUTA (misem) — Iméewlha, bhal imgebbda jew imgannta minn hawn u
minn hinn fil-lbies, imqattgha, iméeréra, “Donnok malluta” (isem) bi¢¢a
ma tiswiex, ¢ewlieha. "Tiekol tuobb, tigbor l-imlalet ma thobbx”,

—_28 -



MAMBAR (minn hlief MANBAR) — Il-jemgha tan-nies li tkun.tisma’ min
jipprietka; hafna nies migmugha flimkien. “Ingabru mambar nies”
(folla); “mambar bhejjem fil-ghalqa” (qatgha kbira); Iktar fil-wisa’
jghidu “mambar nar® Aok “magmar nar”, jigifieri hugpiega kbira.

MANGARIJA — Temp mehud u ma jaghmilx. “Mangarija tal-hajbur”,

MAGHDUB - Inkurlat, miggieled. “Maghdub mal-mara”,

MAGHLEF — Xkora ghalf, kemm wiehed jaghlef f'darba aktarx il-bhejjem.
“Maghlef zara”, silla, zkuk tal-pastard, pal tal-bajtar u x’naf jien.

MAGHLEF GHALIH — Li ma jhobbx jagh;:lxilha ma’ nies; unsociable,

MAGHLEF TAL-AHDAR ~ Kull ghalf li jaghtu lill-bhejjem malli jaqtghuh,
tari, mhux niexef, Il-haxix hu maghlef ahdar, Is-silla tista tkun tal-
ahdar u tan-niexef,

MAGHSEL TAS-SILLA - Iz-zokk tas-silla, iz-zokk tal-warda. Il-maghsel
meta jkun ghadu tari jekluh in-nies tar-rahal Ghawdxin; imorru ghalih
it-tfal qtajja’ qtajja’, minn daqqiet il-kbar ukoll. "Bl-ilma fwaqtuu
kemm imiss kull maghsel taz-zara’ jfaqqas l-ifriegh”.

MAQBAD — Ma’ iex tqabbad idejk; bhal hofra zghira jew ghafsa mal-hajt
biex tqabbad idejk maghha fejn hemm gholja xifer tal-blat, biex titla’.

MAQBAR — Fil-wisa’, “ghata tal-friex, musulew”,

MAQGHAD TAL-ILMA — Lok baxx fejn ihobb joqghod i-ilma, “H-Maqghad
(tal-ilma) tal-Marsa”.

MAQTUX ~ Hazin, “Maqtux li hu!”, gustuz,

MAR MA’ (imur ma’) — Ghamel, jaghmel minn, "l-bahar imur mal-qamar”.
Mar man-nies, dahal man-nies, mar jahdem mal-barranin bil-flus, “Jekk
ix-xlief ma jlahhaqx ’l uliedek ikollok iddahhalhom man-nies”.

MARBAT — Togba gol-blata minfuda minn naha ghal ohra ma’ xhiex torbot
il-bhejjem.

MARG — Raba’ mhux mahdum, #dingat u mhux imfittex ghax qieghed
f'genb hazin, imholli aktarx ghaz-swiemel, hmir u baqar biex jirghu
fih, il-bi¢¢a l-kbira mnejn ighaddi z-ziemel l-abjad, jigifieri hdejn il-
widien, u fih in-nixa tal-ilma, Imkien baxx maejn ighaddi l-ilma ta’
wied imholli mergha ghall-bhejjem. “Gherqet marg”,

MARGA — Xi mkien tafli b'nixxiegha minn taht l-art 1i jinbet is-simar fih;
fejn jiltaqghu dags tlieta jew erba’ nixxighat,

MARMAR IMARMAR — Tbazza’, jitbazza’, bhal min, nghidu ahna, titolbu
xi haga u ma ttihx qalb jaghtihielek, imarmar,
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MARZEBBA — Omm iz-2rong.

MATALLUN — Tinstama’ fil-ghidut “twil donnu matallun®,

MATMURA - Hofra ﬁt-ubeu li I-bdiewa jimlewha b11-qam’f1 ikel (proviz-
jon).

MATRENDI — Cajt ta’ min dak ma jinzillu u l-iehor ma joghgbu; esigenze
di chi & delicato nei suoi gusti; fastidiousness. “Ghandu hafna mat-
rendi”,

MATTAR, IMATTAR - Ghamel, jaghmel l-imtajjar. “Ghandi dik l-ghalqa
mejta ghaz‘zngﬁ ser nara mmurx immattarha”. [Ghal ziemel] jiftah
riglejh wiesa’ fil-mixi, “Dak iz-Ziemel imattar izzejjed”.

MATTRU — Dik il-biéé¢a tan-newl li biha jistiraw jew imattru l-pezez jew
bé¢ieé tal-insig.

MAZKALA jew MAZKANA — Gebla kbira hdejn il-lagx, u zghira hde;n
tirxa u hdejn xulliela wkoll, il-mazkana kif tahsel tinqata’, mhix
mahduma, Tiswa bhal feles biex jimmastizzaw biha, *Il-mazkan jiswa
ghat-tiswija taf-toroq meta jkunu qeghdin jerfghu ghali”.

MBAHBAH - diradato. Hobz imbabbab, minfux.,

MBARQAM - Kollu borgom, li ma jinfdu xejn. “L-ajru mbarqam”, mimli,
mitbuq bi shab ohxon; mela li ma tinfdux,

MBASTA — Linja mehjuta u mahruga ’l barra ghaddejja rieqda mill-wisa’
tad-dawra ta’ dublett jew komma mmnhom fihom magqluba ’l isfel bhala
zina jew tagsira; reféa, Taljan pzego Ingliz tuck; "Qis l-imbasta®.
Fil-ktir bsati jew imbasti,

MBERBEX — Mhallat jew imnaqqax b’hafna Iwieni. “Drapp 1mberbex .
MCAMPAR - Untidy,

MDAGHBEN - Li jsiru fih id-dghaben. “Rih imdaghben” mitluf, daqqa jon-
foh ’l hawn u ohra 'l hinn,

MDAHDAH — Mahsus. “Jekk mhux marid, mhux imdahdah?”

MDANA SIGAR — A row of trees; mdana tarag, a flight of stairs,

MDAQQ ~ Tiben tax-xghir midquq jew zara’ niexef imfarfar mill-isbul.
“Ighin rubu b’dak l-imdaqq” il-bidwi mill-Mosta ’l isfel; mill-Mosta
’1 fuq ma jkollhomx imdaqq u rbat, ikollhom il-halfa,

MDEBBER — Maqbud, tal-kelma, marbut,

MDEWWAH — Stordut, b’ugigh ta’ ras.

MECCEC, IMECCEC ~ (Minn bidel miééed, minn miéca) bil-miécéa mtell-
gha, ghalhekk bil-lsien tan-nar joghla (ghall-lampa), ghalhekk turi
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hafna, “Xi tmeééeéd!”. Izjed fil-wisa’ jzebbes: “Dags nemes imeééed
ghajnejh”.

MEDDA, MEDED - Kanal, Kanali (katusi mimduda) ta’ gebel biex isaqqu
l-ilma bihom — stone channels for the conveyance of water for irriga-
tion. Medda hajt ~ tul ta’ hitan baxxzi, Medda tfisser ukoll il-bi¢éa
lasta ta’ xatba li tigi msallba kontra d-dwali. H-meded ta’ sodda
huma l-hadidiet tal-gnub sejrin mimduda ghat-tul.

MEHID — Dak li wiehed jietin — ucuh, gabra tar-raba’, ghetien tal-art, im-
hida,

MEHUL -~ (Il-Maghmul ta’ webel), “Sabu xini mehul mal-blat tal-bahar”,

MELLAQ, IMELLAQ — Fahhar, ifahhar biex jinghogob ghall-hsieb ta’
mohhu; mela mohh dak li jkun b’zeghil qarrieqi; fewwah, ifewwah lil
ghajru biex jaglaghlu ghajnu u jiehu xi haga minnu; melles lil xi hadd
bi kliem qarrieq biex jigi f’tieghu,

MELQGHAT TAL-ILMA - Skontri jew bhal kanali mfannda u gholi ta’
trab imwaqqgaf u mballat biex jilqghu Il-ilma tax-xita u jsuquh aktarx-
ghal gol-eghlieqi.

MENDAQ — Biééa raba’ zghira aktarx qalb il-blat, "Ha l-imriehel tan-
naghag qalb l-imniedaq; Mendga —~ gonta raba’ (Pl. mniedga) “Ghandi
mendqa raba’ (ntejfa, dagsxzejn)”.

MENZA — Ir-rfigh jew l-armar, ha(bel?) u stanga,

MERZUQ — Dija hierga, splifigun; l-imriezaq tax-xemx, titjir ta’ hwejjeg
mahlula u maghquda flimkien., “Il-Mungbell jitfewwaq imriezaq tan-
nar”’; I-ilma mtajjar jew hiereg bis-salt minn zennuna misieb u x’'naf
jien; “dawk il-ghejjun U jarmu l-imriezaq tal-ilma donnhom fidda®.

MEXA L-HSARA — Sarraf u ra min jifhem xi hsara hemm; “gejna fil-Qorti
u min mexa l-hsara tala’ jixhed”.

MFECLAQ — Mhux sewwa, mhux sod, mahdum kif gie gie, bla kont, ad-
do¢é. “Tinsej imfe¢laq”, “ma nhobbx haga mfe¢ilqa”.

MFERKEX ~ Mitluf, mherwel, “Sa tliet jiem il-‘qamar gdid ikun ghadu
mferkex”,

MFEXFEX - Mitlugh u kollu toqob (il-hobz); “Alla jbierek dal-hobzkemm
hu mfexfex”; hobz imfexfex “sponge bread”,

MGELLED (ghas-sigar) — Mimli ghoqod.

MGELGLA ~ Jew bil-friefet. Ighiduha ghal moghza marida bl-ilma trabbi
I-friefet fil-fwied li dawn mita tiftaghha johorgu jtim. Il-moghza hajja
tingharaf b’dil-marda ghax il-hjut tad-demm ta’ ghajnejha jibdew jint-
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few. Imutu malli tintefa l-ahhar hajta.
MGERREZX (ghar-raba’) — Mhux mitbuq, jigifieri baga’ bit-tub u t-trab, ma
giex mahlul bit-trab.
MGHALLMIJA ~ L-istqarrija, hal jew professjoni ta’ min hu mghallem;
“Bl-imghallmija tieghu kollha ma beniex tajjeb” I-imghallmija pulita,
i.e. is-snajja’ s-sbieh, jigifieri t-tpingija jew il-pittura, l-inqix irqiq
jew l-iskoltura, il-bini kif is-sengha jew l-arkitettura, hlewwiet it-
tagbil tal-ilhna jew il-muzika. “Int x’jidhirlek li int billi tikkonza
l-glud? Dik mhix imghallmija pulita, la ma ghandekx hila taghmel
inkwatrul” ‘
MGHAMMED - Li fil-ghamad; “l-ajru mghammed (bl-ghamad tas-shab)”,
MGHASRA ~ Fejn jew fiex wiehed jaghsar inbid, zejt, tadam u x’naf jien,
MHALLA ~ Armata, rigmenti, tajfa gelledija.
Rajna l-Imballa Torka
Ghaddiet minn takt ir-rib;
Dalwagqt issir in-nafra
'Il niesna biex issieb,
MHAXLEF - Kif gie gie, u hazin, “Tithaddet imhaxlef”.
MHAWWAH ~ fieragh, vojt minn gewwa, u minn barra ma jidherx, "Hajt im-
hawwah itaptap”.
MHEJJEM ~ Imzieghel, imfissed; fil-wisa’ tittiehed flok imkabbar, bhal
meta nghidu “mhejjem bil-mustaééi”.
MIDHAL — Port, bajja, “Il-midhal ta’ San Pawl”. Midbla tad-dar, habib tad-
djar; midbal il-ktieb, kelmtejn li jdahhlu l-qarrej qabel jibda I-ktieb,
MIDLIEL — Bix-xaghar niezel ’l isfel, twil. Moghza midliela, 1i ghandha
sufha twil donnu dliel; “kemm hi midliela dik il-moghzal”; xortih mid-
liela, i.e. hazina,
MIGBED — Travu jew ghuda kbira tawwalija maghmula aktarx mghaw ga li
maghha jorbtu l-bhima biex tigbed. Bié¢éa tal-milja
MIGBHA — Imkien jew lok fejn igieghdu hafna garar tan-nahal. Ighidu ghal
min jiekol hafna "jiekol migbha”,
MIGRA — Hodon ilma ghaddej jigri, nixxiegha. "Dari fb ilma l-Imtahleb,
izda 1-Gvern ba I-migra l-kbira”,
MIGRIZA — Sikwit tigrez, ma jhosshiex fiha,
MILGHAQA ~ Kudécéarina,
MILJA — Sienja la Torka li jimlew l-ilma biha biex isaqqu r-raba’. Bil-
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milja, kull barmil 1i timla il-baghal treggghu lura,

MILL — Tahsir abjad li jmiss l-u¢uh li jnizzlilhom u jpixxfilhom werag-
hom, “Dis-sena l-bhajra ma rnexxietx ghax messha bhal mill u spié-
¢at fix-xejn”. H-mill jigi mill-ajru u ghad ma nsabetx duwa ghalih.
“Il-qoton jimtess bil-mell”, Il-mill jew mell huwa l-aghar mess; il-
gherq filli safi filli jiswied; taht il-gherq jixxarrab u I-frott jekk ikun
fih imur lura,

MILUDA - Li wildet, li ghadha kemm wildet.

MIMMI — L-ikhal ta’ ghajnejk,

MINFES — Tfisser ukoll rewwieha, ventilatur.

MINFUD ~ Bzonn il-flus,

MINZEL — Miex tinzel, Bhal tarag maghmul fil-blat, fejn il-plajja hija
ghalja, biex jinzlu s-sajjieda mieghu sal-bahar, u mita jkun maghmul
rampa bil-meded tal-ghuda jizbdu d-dghajjes ghar-rdoss fih,

MISREK - Kannol irqiq. "ll-Fieres talab misrek ilma”, "maghluba donnha
misrek”,

MISTRIEH - Siggu.

MITBUQ (ghar-raba’) — Mahdum sewwa bit-trab mahlul. “Meta nkunu na-
hartu t-tira biex dawk l-erba’ zerghat nitfghuhom fe)n hu mitbuq”,

MITHNA — Mithna tar-rib, Mithna tal-miexi jdawwarha baghal u tkun ta’
24 xiber tond.

MITILGHA - Hmira,

MITLAQ — Dagsxejn ghodda tas-sajd li )kuu fiha s-sufra, ix-xaghar, il-
harir, i¢-¢omb, is-sniener. "Il-mitlaq jinsieh xlief tax-xaghar, jaqbdu
bih sargi u kahli”,

MIXRAQ — Mnejn tixref ix-xemx ﬁl-ghodu, moejn tidher titla’ x-xemx; il-
Lvant,

MIXTA — Bhal ghar kbir fejn hemm gebel ghali, mahluq mion Alla, "Hemm
mixta l-Imgarr, hemm ohra Wied ir-Rihan, hemm ohra x-Xaghra jghid-
ulha Ghar Kalipso, ohra n-naha tax-Xlendi. Il-mixta tar-Ramla jaghmlu
fiha erba’ mitt hemel broxka fiha. Il-mixta tax-Xlendi jduru erba’ mtie-
hen go fiha”, Tfisser ukoll ghar fejn jahznu x-xewk u I-hatab taz-zabra.

Marzu marzellu
Haraq il-mixta u r-rixtellu,

MIZIEB - Biééa tal-mithna tal-kahwa, Ikun taht id-dely, gisu l-qzegh

tieghu, li mianu jaqa’ l-kahwa mbaskat,
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MKAFKAF - Milbut fih innifsu bhalkieku ghadmu migbuda bhal qodbien
ta’ qoffa; “imkafkaf bil-bard”.

MKIF — L-imsiba ta' kif ghandek taghmel haga; il-ghodda li tmexxik jew
twasslek ghall-hsieb ta’ mohhok; it-trig tehdok fejn trid; mezz, bit-
taljan mezzo, bl-Ingliz means. “Inrazznu l-gibdiet hziena ta’ qalbna;
b’dan l-imkif wiehed isib il-hena f’qalbu”; “meta jtuh bosta zara’
l-qamh jinbet imkiffen (gewwa xulxin wisq), imbaghad jibqa’ rqieq ma
jikbirx”,

MLEFF — Bi¢éa tas-suf mahduma bix-xniexel fiex wiehed jilteff; xall,

Wicé ta’ Lbudija sbejjab
Imgezwar gol-imleff,
Langasa minn tal-angli,
Perlina li tinseff,

MLIES — Sar mieles, inhefa, ittiekel, illaxka, “It-tapp tal-flixkun imlies”,

MNAFFAT — Mimli nfafat.

MNAHHAL (miseru) — (ghall-gebel) — Li tajjeb ghall-gir jew gibs (imma
ma tkunx bajda bajda bhall-gibs). "Blata mnahhla thalliha ghall-arja
ssir tal-qawwi”,

MOGHTIJA —~ Dak li meta tieklu jtuqek jew iwitik, dak li jsahhek minn
gewwa u jinbidel f'demm; nutrizione, nourishment. “L-ghasel tal-
Abrax I-iktar li fih moghtija ghax tas-saghtar”.

MOHRAR - “Ir-raba’ mohrar izomm ruhu xott bhax-xahx; fih ix-xoghol jis-
wa qabel”, Hekk jissejjah dak ir-raba’ li taht ikollu l-blat imfarrak,
ikun radam, “Ir-raba’ mohrar hazin, ma jiswa xejn”; “ir-raba’ mohrar
ihobb jaghmel ix-xufxief”,

MOQRAS -~ Inbid; detto per vino come bevanda atta a divenire acida; A
name applied sometimes to the wine as a beverage apt to turn sour.

MOXX -~ Ghoddu niexef, nofs niexef. “Gbejniet moxxi”, "bi¢éa ghuda mox-
xa”; “iz-zara’ gie waqt naghilfuh moxx”.

MOXXU MOXXU - Li jidher rieqed u ghandu tieghu,

MOXT - Hekk tissejjah il-warda tal-qoton. “Il-moxt tal-qoton meta jagh-
qad isir gewza”,

MQABBEL — Moghti bi gbiela, “Xaghra mqabbla ghall-mergha”.

MQA)JJAR — Nofs niexef jew imnixxef, xott, xott. “Il-hwejjeg li nxarma
ga mqajrin, frit iehor jinxfu”; “il-gbejniet ta’ fuq il-qanni¢é¢ ghad
mhumiex imqajra”; “l-art misqija, tonqoxha l-arja tidhol fiha, issir
xotta xotta tigi mqajra”,
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MQARDEN - Ma giebx ruhu, baqa’ ma hologx, baqa’ ¢kejken u niexef;
baga’ maghkus 6h innifsu, *Dawk is-sigar imqardnin wisq”; "moghza
mqardna”; “tigigiet imqardnin”,

MQARNAS ~ Qaghad u ma kielx ghal qalbu, ma hax gost b’liqaluly,
tkemmex taht l-ugiegh,

MRAMMA — Bhal ghanqbut li jitrabba fir-ross mita jiqdiem,

MREJKBA — Dik il-haga maghmula bhal imkebba, erba’ qasbiet marbuta li
jitilquha l-bahar biex tmexxi I-konz li jkun marbut maghha; timxi bir-
rih,

MREWWAH — Imholli riewah, “Jien maghkus u haddiehor imrewwah”,

MRIEGHI — Hobz mrieghi, naqra artab aktar milli jmissu ghax ikollu ftit
ilma zejjed.

MRIGGEL ~ Mahrug mir-rigel flok mir-ras. “It-tarbija giet imriggla”.

MSARSRA — Hitan imsarsra, sa jaqghu, imzakkra, =

MSIHIR — Taqtiegh u wgiegh tal-imsaren imxierek mal-ghamil tad-demm
x-xaham, sabb id-demm,

MTAL, JIMTAL (ghamil) ~ Dam, idum; “Fil-bini tal-knisja qedin jimtalu”;
halla, ihalli ghal darb’ohra, “tigien jimtalu, ghidien kbar tal-Knisja
le jimtalu”, MTAL (isem) — dewwim “b’hafna mtal ma tasal imkien”.

MTEXTEX — Mimsus, mhux safi. “Mara mtextxa, ghalqa mtextxa” (mhix
mimlija sewwa).

MTIRA — Faxx raba’ ta’ ghalqa maqtugh bil-mohriet u mhejji ghaz-zrigh;
“baqaghli x’erba’ mtajjar irrid nehlishom”,

MUXQAQ — Batut bil-laham, bhallikieku lahmu beda jixxaqqaq bis-simna,

MWAHHAL — Musmar imwahhal mal-hajt ghax wahhluh, u frejgata mehula
fil-blat ghax wehlet uhidha,

M'USA’ — Mill-wisa’ ta’. “Fsieqi tal-3ild immellah m’usa’ sieq ta’ ragel”,

MXIEGHER - Mixquq, miksur kemmxejn. "Tubu ta’ lampa mxiegher ma
juri ¢ar”, “bi¢éa flus imxieghra hossha jtaptap”,

MZABI — Ta’ nofs skola, mhux 'il quddiem fil-gherf, ghafsi ghal quddiem

ip-nies,
MZAQQ — Moghwi,
MZERNAQ — Li fih bosta lwien; "xaghar imzernaq” (abjad u iswed),
MZIKKEM — Li ghandu zikma jew tizdima, u ha rit imnifsejh.
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