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Several years ago, when I was searching for a suiltable subject for 
my Licentiate Dissertation in Theol<Jlgy 'towards the end of my Theology 
course at the UniJversity of Malta, the idea 'crossed my mind of exa,npning 
the list of Manuscrtpts preserved in the Malta PubHc Library, with the 
hope of discovering a title and material that could be both original and 
worthwhile. My attention was intrtgued iby M'anuscrtpt number XlIII which 
bore the title: "Tractatus de certitudine future vite (sic)beatrtudinis 
atque felJJCiitatis per ven. fratrem Antonium Vercel1ensem or,dinis 
Minorum" I dtscussed my discovery 'with the chief librarian of the time, 
the late Dom Maurus Inguanez, O:S.:8., the ,paleographist of iNIontecassino 
Aib-bey, who enjoyed an internatio:n,al r8lPutation both in his field of study 
and for having salvaged most of Montecassino's price.less Manuscripts 
from the r'~lNages of the Second War. Dom Inguanez encouraged me to 
start investigating labout the author 0.£ the treatise and his works. I:nten
s~ve reading andcorreSIPondence with a prominent scholar of the Friars 
Minor, who had just published a Manuscrlpt work by the same author dis
covered in F1lorenceI , pointed towards the probabmty that the treatise of 
Antonius of Vereelli vreserved in manuscri!pt form in the show,cases of 
our PUiblic iUbrary was not only never !published but also unknown. I 
started to work in earnest, collecting a1<1 the available bio.graphical and 
'bibliograprucalin,formation about the author and his :works and sdmul
taneouSily transcribing the treatise from the IManuscri[Jt, which was not an 
easy task, not only because the gothic handwriting was minute !but es
,pectaUy because almost every other word wasaJbbreviated or contracted. 
This latter feature entailed continual recourse to dictionaries of 

1. Fr. Ottokar Bonmann, O.F.M., "Memoriale Antonii de Vercellis, ad Lauren
tium Magnificum de Medicis, Coniuratione Pactiana (a. 1478) effectu frus
trata, in AFH (Archivum Franciscanum Historicum) XLIII (1950), pp. 360-
410. 
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Mediaeval and Renaissance latin abbreviations, whHe the miniature cal· 
Ugraphy required the use of a large desk lens. It took a few months to 
transcribe the entire treatise, wIDCh [ intend to publish at some future 
date, provided I find a publisher interested in the probably unknown 
work and my extensive investilgations aJbout the treatise and its author. 
In this short article I shall Umit myself to three items, namely: (i) a des
criJption of the manuscript; (ii) a brief biogra;p!h.ica[ sketch o,f the author; 
(iii) a summary of the contents of the treatise itself. 

1. The Manuscript 

As already stated, the Manuscript ,containing Antonius of Verce1li's 
treatise entitled "Tractatus de ,certitudine f'uture vite ·beatitudinis atque 
felicitatis" bears the number XLII in the CaOOilogue of Manuscripts pre· 
served in the Malta Publi!c Ubrary at VaUetta. It is made of parcil:1ment; 
measures 1m x 8Smm. and contains twenty double pages with twenty· 
eight lines to every page. It is bound in leather. T.he writing, which is 
minute, 'but very neat, is in Gothic style. AhbreviatJ.ons and oontrQlCtions, 
as a.ilready noted, are abundant. This feature, together with the util~tion 
of every 8Jvailalble space on each page, may, perhaps, be explained by the 
scribe's limited supply of parchment. 

Fol. lr. The initial letter R is gilt with real gold and includes a 
gorgeously ooloured mini,ature, showing a friar minor, m!ho may portend 
to be the author himself, teching from a cathedra wi1lh a rOOl unwound 
before him. The margins of this first page are beautifully adorned with 
leaves and flowers, illuminated with .gold and diverse colours. 

The remaining initiallettersa.ppearing on fol. lr. and at the beginn·ing 
of every chapter; namely, on ffAr.,5r., £r., 6v., Sr., 9r., 9v., IGv., 
1.2r., 12v., 14v., 1'5v., 116r., Wv., and 17r., are simdlarly illuminated with real 
gold and other colours. The predominating ·colours are red, green and 
blue. 

The dectication, the enunciation of each argument and the names of 
the authorities or sources quoted in the first few pages (up to f.4v) are 
written with minium. It appears, however, that the copyist, ftndintg the 
quotations too numerous, desisted from changing pen and ink too often 
and after the first few pages left aside the red fluid ,and proceeded to 
transcribe the names of the authorities in blaok. 

The lower !half of f,o1. 4r. is written in double column for theap
parent purpose of ;producinlg a syanmetricaJl effect by wanting to list the 
titles of each argument, w!h.i'ch are ananged IWith a consonant ending, 
successirve1y ,below one another. 
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iAt the end, fol. 19v. and fol. 20v. are ib-lamk. 
Fo!. 20r,: In larger and different handwriting (XV-th -century italics) 

there appear the names of two successive !possessors of the iManuscr~pt, 

as follows: 

"Di F'rancesco Nordiscanonico 
tAquileiense et Utinense: Et 
fo. del Reverendiss.l() Signore 
mio i1 Cardinale dt San Mar 
co Grtilmano, Patriarooa A 
quileiense dignissimo." 

The iManuscr}pt, which is ill a very good state of preserva.tion, was 
repaired and rebound in leather by the late Ulbrarian Dom. Maurus 
lnguanez, OEB., in 1-950. 

After this descrilption of the ManuscrLpt, I now venture, from internal 
and externaL evidence, to reconstruct its history. Dom Maurus Inguanez was 
of the opinion that the highly illuminated -copy preserved in OUr Public 
Library, might have been the neat ornamented copy presented by the 
Author, Fr Antonius of VercelU, to the 'high-ranlJdng ecc-lesiastic to whom 
the treatise was declicated. This :was Gardin,a} Bishop John Carvajal, 
towards whom the Author, being one.of the most illm3trious and best
known members of his religious Order of the Observant Friars Minor, 
may have had some SlPecial oblig-ation or whom, as Fr Ottokar Bonmann 
surmises, Fr Antonius may have intended to render more favouralble or 
less hostile towards the process of Ican.onizati<m of John Cap:istran, who 
had aided the Cardinal considera"bly ill gathering together a very large 
Christia.n army whiell was successfUl in raising the siege of Belgrade in a 
memorable battle against the Ottoman conquerors of Eastern Europe ill 
July 1456. 3 

2. From a personal letter received from Fr. Ottokar Bonmann, from Quaracchi, 
Florence and dated 22.1.1953. 

3. Cf. The Catholic Encyclopedia, vol. III (Special Edition), p. 394, under CAR
VAJAL (CARVAGIAL) .JUAN CARDINAL. 
Cf. also Enciclopedia Italiana, Treves, Treccani, Tumminelli (1933ff) IX, 254. 
Another connection of Cardinal Carvajal with the Observant Friars Minor 
in Hungary is recorded by Wadding, Annales Mtnorum, ad an. 1457, n. 40 
(XIII,46). 



AN tlNKNGWN AND UNPUBLISHED XVt:h CENTURY MANUSCRIPT 4:1 

From the fact that the author is :called by the rubridst in the dedica
tion "Ven. Fratrem", it cannot be inferred that the manuscript was copied 
after the Author's death (.1483), for the title "Ven. Frater" was frequently 
interchanged with the title "Reverendissimus Frater" and attributed to re
nowned ChUrchmen in dedications, letters, title-pages, etc. 

It the opinion eXipressed by Dom M. Jnguanez is correct, it may have 
been possible that the manuscript was presented to Cardinal Carvajal by 
the Author personally, for we know that the presentation took place on 
January 30th 14674 and that Antonius of Vercelli :w,as staying in Rome at 
the time, delivermg a series of lenten sermons in the Church Qf Ar:;tJcoeli 
from the 25th January to the 5th April of the same years. At this time, 
Oardinal Carvajal was also staying in Rome, having retired from the 
foreign service of the Vatican after the termination of his last apostoUc 
legation to Venice in 14&66, 

Some years after Cardinal Carvajal's death (J.4I69), the iMaifiuscr.i!lJt 
was owned by Cardinal Dominicus de Grimanis, Or Grimano as he ;is called 
by Canon Francesco Nordis7. It is not diffieult to eXlplain ho.w it came to 
be possessed by Cardinal Grimano. This Carrunal-diJplQmat is knQIWTh to 
have been a great humanist and magnificent (patron of the Arts and, 
gifted with a rare taste for :books 'and manuscr1pts, had sUi::ceeded in col
lecting a rich ·and well-equipped Ubrary8, of which our .Manuscript fo:m:ned 
part. Cardinal Gr1mano's library was bequeathed after his ·death in 1523 
to the Chumh of S. Ant-onio di Castello, and was later unfortunately des
troyed by fire9• 

How our Manuscript esc:;tJped the fate of its cOIllJpanions is uncertain. 
It may either have been donated or lent :by the Venetial1 Cardinal in his 
lifetime or rescued from the fire. It is certain that not long afterwards it 
was cin the 'PQssession of a certain Canon of AquiIeia and Udine, Francesco 
Nordis, who may have been Cardinal Grimano's Secretary or Chancellor, 
since he calls the latter "Reveren<iiss1mo Signore mio". 

It cannot 'be established with certainty how long the manuscriIPt re
mained in Canon Nordis's possession and how it ,became the property of 
the Order o·fst John of Jerusalem. The most likely explanation ~s that 
the manuscrLpt in some way or another found its way among the literary 

4. Cf. Manuscript, fol. lv, rubrical dedication. 
5. O. Bonmann, op. cit., in AFH, XLIII" 372. 
6. Cf. The Catholic Encyclopedia, loco cit. 
7. Cf. Manuscript, fo1. 20r (already reproduced). 

Cardinal Dominicus de Grlmanis had bee!) Protonotarius Apostolicus and 
later Patriarch of Aquileia. After serving as Secretary to Pope Alexander VI, 
he was by the latter created Cardinal with the title of St Mark on the 20th 
September 1493. He died on the 27th August, 1523. Cf. Eubel, Hier. Cath. 
Med. Aevi, II, 22. 

8. Cf. Enciclopedia Italiana, XVII, 971. 
9. Ibidem. 
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patrimony ,of some distinguished member of the Order of St John of 
Jerusalem, such as Cardinal Luis Manuel Fernandez Portocarrero, who 
died in 1709, leaving "a very respect8.lble library", after ,whose death it 
passed, together with other ,belongings, by way of "spogHo" or statutory 
inheritance, into the hands of the Order. In this way, I think, this fine 
Manuscdpt copy oJ Fr tAntonillS of Ver,celli's treatise "De Certitudine 
Future VUe Beatitudnis Atque FeIiciitatis" 'came to form part of the smaJ:l 
collection of mediaeval and Renaissance (Manuscripts of the Malta Public 
Ubrary. 

2. The Author 

It should be noted at the out.set that the life of the Author, Fr 
Antonius of Ver,celli, has not yet ,been thorOUghly investigated, On the one 
hand, ancient 'b:Lbliograpners have handed dOlWn to us brief and no,t always 
indisputalbJe information atbout him, while on the other hand, the arehives 
of the many cities and towns in Italy in IWhich he is known to. have 
sojourned have not yet been fully e:x:plored. All sources, both ancient and 
modern, rugree in descrtbing Antonius of Vercelh as an Observant Friar 
Minor. This is attested:by the author himself, who, in a letter to Lorenzo 
dei Medici, dated 6th Mar,ch, 1478, signs himself as: "fr. Anthollius de 
Verc ellis , Ordini.,s Minorum de observa.ntia ,professor indignus"Io. 

Fr Antonius flourished in the latter half of the XVtlh century, but, 
since we have no information about his early years, we cannot determine 
with certainty the time and 'Place of his origin. Accorclingto Fr M. 
SevesiII, he was elected Vicar of the Prov£nce of the Observ.ants of Milan 
in the year 14'&7. If he was then middle->1:ged,we may p'la.ce his ,birth in 
the first decades of the XVth century and, since he was commonly known 
as "Antonius de Vercellis" we may SUlPlPose that he was ,born in Vercelli. 
The Martyrology of the Friars Minor of his ,.Mjlanese Province describes 
him as "e noibilissima gente Balochta progenitus"I2, whenee he was also 
called Antonius Baloc'hus or Balocchus, Balotto, Valo.tto. Others, ho,wever, 
like G. CaveI3, thinking that 'Balochus' denotes not his family name but 
the place of his or~gin, namely, a villruge in the diocese of Vereelli, prefer 
to call him Antonius de Balocho or de Bal{):ccho. Another bibliograq)her, 
Rossotus, evasively calls him "Antonius Balochus seu de Baloclho, com-

10. Cf. AFH X, 592. 
11. [Vicari ed i Ministri Provinciali etc., in La Verna X (1912-13),252. 
12. Cf. A. Schaefer, De Fr Ant. de Vercellis O.F.M. Eiusque Quadragesimali "De 

Aeternis Fructibus Sp. Sancti", in AFR XXXVI (943), 254 n. 2. 
13. Script. Eccles. Hist. Lit., II, 195. 
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muniter nuncupatus Antonius de Vercellis"I4. 
Fr Antonius received his education when the Renaissance was at the 

pitch in Italy and when the Order of the Observant Friars Minor was in a 
flourishing state. From the Humanists he acquired a liking for classical 
latin writers and a;p,parently a deep admiration f·or Cicero and Seneca, 
bouh of whom Were then acclaimed among the great philosophers of 
antiquity. He OWes it to his natural piety and strong religious persuasion 
that he assimilated .only the sane and sound influence of that dass of 
humanists that "strove to g,i.ve a classic form to the Christian .civilization 
in existence" and shunned the evil in.fluences of the other class that 
"sought to pluc1k it up by the roots and to plant the old heathen culture 
in its place."I5 Fwm his learned Franciscan .professors Antonius obtained 
a sound and comprehensive knowledge of the sa.cred sciences as we11 as 
an attraction for scholastic philosopihy, when the works of the great 
Schoolmen were being frowned upon and discarded as "out and dry 
treatises" by the idolatrous devotees of the "Litterae Humaniores"I6. 

Early writers and bibliographers hail Antonius of VerceHi as a 
learned man. Wadding calls him "vir doctus"I7, "doctrina C'larissi.mus"I8, 
and enumerates him among the "voiri docti in coetu Observantium" who 
flourished in the latter half of the XVth 'century 19. His learnin.g is also 
attested by M. de Turre, who refers to him by the ti,tle of "doctor insignis" 
20 and by Fr. 1M. Sevesi, who styles him as "doctor darissi.mus"2T. The 
historian 'De Gregory attributes too Fr Anton:us the title of "celeber 
theologiae professor"22. The only discordant voke in this respect is that 
of the modern franciscan writer Fr O. Bonma:nn, who, basing his judge
ment ·on one of the author's works, namely that edited by him, disagrees 
with the annalists oJ his Religious Order, who, echoing one another, haiVe 
counted Antonius of Ver,celli among their learned !brethren, and states 
that in Fr Antonius "nota 'erudiUonis' obiectLvevix defendenda est ... , De 
humanismo nonnisi aliquas formalitates, quae mature dtgnoscuntur, 
cstendit neque proprie eXicultum se exhibet"23. It may weLl be that to his 
contemporaries, Hving in an era, one of whose .outstanding traits was the 
decline of speculative learning, evinced by the passing away of the br:il
liaut teac'hing of the great minds that had enli>ghtened the close of the 

14. Syllabus Scriptorum Pedemontii etc., 61. 
15. Rev. George Stebbing, The Story of the Catholic Church (4th edit.), 417. 
16. Ibidem. 
17. Script. Ordin. Min, (1906), 24. 
18. Ann. Min, ad an. 1449, n. 29. 
19. Ibidem, ad an. 1483, n. 351. 
20. Annalium Ordinis Minorum Supplem" 470. 
21. Martyroloqium etc., 92. 
22. Istoria della Vercellese Letteratura ed Arte, I, 437. 
23. O. Bonmann, O.F.M., op. cit., 386. 
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Middle and by a general and manifest lack of originality24, Antonius 
of Vercelli appeared greater thail. he actually was in the field .of learning's. 

Fr Antonius was a ,good and pious man2 i>, leading a simple and 
religious life and deeply imbued with a sense of the reUglous and apostolic 
vocation that 'had led him to join the ,great Franciscan familyz7. His Ig.ood· 
ness and piety found their natmal e:x;pre.sslon in his pastoral zeal for the 
~iritual ,w:elfare of the faithful, which accounted for his outstanding 
su,ccess as a preacher. Undoubtedly, he was gifted with no ,common talents 
in sacred eloquence and it was in this respect rather than in the literary 
field that he excelled. He was summoned to preaCh in great dties at the re
quest of heads of states and cardinals l1}onths in advance and not in
frequently the common people, moved by his sermons, lJnplored Ihim to 
reutrn to theircibies to eXlpound to them the word of God. Cities vied wibh 
one another to secure Fr Antonius for the Pl11pit of their cathedral 
chmches and in cases of dire spiritual need it was the Pope himself who 
assigned Fr Antonius the destination of his preachig mission. It appears 
that he was also distinguished with the title of "Alpostohc Preacher" - a 
title be.sto:wed on the more renowned preachers of his time1". The editor 
of one of his works, Fr Ludovicus Brognolo, O.F.M., describes Antonius of 
Vercelli as "praedicator gratissimus"29• For the Annalist Marianus of 
Florence he was a "doctus et egregius praedicator"30 and Wadding who 
calls him "fructuosus vaLde praedicator"31 and "praedicator a;postolicus 
per universam Italiamceleberrimus"3', includes him among the chief 
members of the Observant Family, who were "omnes vita et doctrina 
clarissi:mi,. .. celeberrimi per universam ItaLiam concionatores"33. Cave 
speaks of Antonius of Vercelli as of a "praedicator tota Italia celeberri
mus." He js hailed by more recent writers as "famosissimus praedica
tor"34, '''predicateur celebre"35, "celebre predicatore"36• The zeaLous 
preacher was shocked at the moral disorders that were rampant in his tur
bulent times, when anarchy, injustice and immorality were gnawing deep-

24. Cf. Cayre, Manual of Patrology and History of Theology, II, 662. 
25. Cf. Bonmann, O.F.M., loc cit. 
26. Wadding, Ann. Min .. ad an. 1483, n. 351: "vir probus et pius." 
27. Cf. Bonmann, op. cit., 386. 
28. Cf. Quadrag. de XII Marabilibus Christianae Fidei Excellentiis f.2r and f.263b, 

in Hain Repertorium Bibliographicum (1948), vol. II, pt. II, 474, n. 15949. 
Cf. also' Prol. to Quadrag. de Aeternis Fructibus Sp. Sancti, in Schaefer, op. 
cit., 2605. 

29. Cf. Hain, l.e. 
30. Compend. Chronic. Fratr. Min., in AFH IV (1911), 326. 
31. Ann. Min., ad an. 1483, n. 351. 
32. Scriptores Ordinis Minorum, 24. 
33. Ann. Min. ad an. 1449, n. 29. 
34. Hurter Nomenclator Literarius etc. (1899), IV, 899; (1906) II, 1075. 
35. M. Bihi,Antoine de Balocco in Dictionniare d'Htstotre et de Geographie Ec-

clesiastique (DHGE) III, 760. . 
36. L. Berra, Antonio da Vercelli, in Enciclopedia Cattolicd (EC), I, 1558. 
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Iy at the roots of faith. He strove strenuously with all the force of his elo
quence and persuasion for the sipiritual restoration of the ,peo;ple in the 
cause of faith and re}iigion. 

Fr Antonius was also an indefatigable ,peace-maker and made ample 
use of his persuasive ta1ent as well as of his special skU! in this respect 
in order to restore peace to strife-ridden cities, as he succeeded in aochiev
jng at Orvieto, Parma and Florence when these towns were torn by serious 
internal commotions. He spared no efforts in his task of ,pacification, often 
availing himself of sermons, mediation and supplications to avoid strife and 
blood-shedding. Meek though he was, Fr Antonius of VercelH, animated. 
by prinCiples of equity and social justice, stood out as a strenuous 
champion of the weak and the defenceless, whose ,cause he fearlessly 
pleaded and whose rights he eloquently defended. ,Among his other social 
activities in aid of the needy mention is made of the so-called "Monti di 
Pieta' ", one of 'Which he is known to have fouded at Orvieto and among 
the chief ,!)romoters of whi'ch his name figures ,prominentlY.37 

Fr Antonius's virtues and good works were not doomed to sudden 
oblivion after his death, which occurred most probably on the 22nd 
Septemiber 1'48338 , for he seems to have goOne to his humible gralVe in 
Orvieto with the fame of holiness. The fa~thful peop.le of Orvieto resorted 
to his tomb with prayers and soon a tradition originruted that miracles had 
been wrought by his intercession. This tradition has been registered by 
the annalists Marianus of Florence39 and Wadding, who concludes his 
entry about Antonius of Vercelli with the words: "Multa 'patravit miracula, 
quibus testiHcandis aippensae sunt tabellae, et lampades accensae ad eius 
sepulcrum"40 • It should be noted, however, in accordance with a remark 
by Fr Bonmann, that this traddtion of holiness cannot yet be positively 
proved4I • 

As a fittirug conclusion to this brief sketch of the life of Antonius or 
Vercelli, we find no ibetter words than those ,with rwhkh Fr Ottokar 
!Bonmann has drawn a fairly accurate :nicture of our author. "Antonius" 
wri.tes Fr Bonmann" "aparet natura admodum simplex ac reUgiosus, pro
prio sensu quoque vocationis suae apostoltcae praeditus, et hae res fuisse 
videntur, quae vulgus et auditores imprimis ,commovebant. Quaestiones 
vitae et radicae difficuJtatnmproquam ei sunt de natura morali. .. , For
tasse indolem affectivam,certe autem (indole oratoria rpraeditus) vim 
specialem habebat snggestionis, quia a1ioquin effectus, quos reapse cons-

37. Wadriing, Ann. Min .. ad an. 1483, n. 351. 
::IS'!. r.f. Shar"Jp". Snl1vlpm. ad ,<:I~ri'Pt Tr11!m 0rd. S. Fra11c .. I. 74. 
39. Com,vend. Chronic. Fratr. Min., AFH IV, 326: "Antonius de Bellocho Vercel

lensis ... miraculis fulsit." 
40. Ann. Min .. ad an. 1483, n. 351. 
41. Op. cit. 386. 



pictmus, difficile declaralltur. At pO!pulum ergo magis nutrire quam 
erudire sciebat et vix erat, qui Magnifi.cum mum Laurentium profondius 
commoveret"42 • 

3. THIE TRiElATISiE 

A. DEDICaTION 

The treatise "De Certitudine Future Vite Beatitudinis :A.tque Felicita· 
tis", written by Fr Antonius of Vercelli, O.F.M., and completed on the 30th 
Januray, 14>67, ·is dedicated to John, B.isho!p of Porto, Cardinal of St Angelo 
and Apostolic Legate43, "recreationis vestrae causa, ut labor vester 
maxirnus, quem ab initio usque huc pro sanctissima Christi fide catholi· 
caque ecclesia li!bentissime suffertis, aliqual1 IgaucUo refrlgeretur". 

B. SCOPE 

As he tells us in the prologue, the author sets out to inrvestigate the 
cause (for every effect postulates a specific cause) of widespread corrup· 
tion, even among Christians. He demonstrates by lScriJptural and patristic 
authority, ,by reason, the .argument from whi:ch he calls "ratio incogni· 
tionis", and by means of a moraliUustration that such a cause was no 
other than the general unbelief in a future Efe and in future haJPIPiness, 
in other wordS, the denial .of the immortaUty and eternall destiny of the 
soul. 

The author admits that this pernicious error or heresy can be suf· 
fic·iently refuted by "pure, simple and sincere faith" but "ad maiorem 
roborationem firmioremque humani jntellectus credlibilitatem et 
certitudinem", he proposes to illustrate this fundamental truth of Chris· 
tian relilgion by fifteen "very strong and natural arguments for, as 
Aristotle says, it is not enough to affirm truth !but it is necessary to assign 
its ·cause." 

42. Ibidem. 
43. Ioannes Carvajal, to whom the treatise is dedicated. was created Cardinal

deacon of st Angelo by Pope Eugene IV on the 16th Dec., 1446, having pre
viously been Auditor of the Camera Apostolica, and was apPOinted Cardinal
bishop of Porto after his return from a six-year mission in Hungary in 
1461. He died on the 6th Dec., 1469. Cf. Eubel C., Hierarchia Cath. Med. Aevi, 
ed. 2a, Monasterii (1914), II, 9; and Cath. Encycl., Spec. Ed., III, 393. 
The first complete biography: Un Espanol al servicio de la Santa Sede, Don 
Juan de Carva1al. Cardenal de Sant'An(lelo, Legado en Alemania 11 Hungria 
1399?-1469), by Lino Gomez Canedo, O.FM., was published in Madrid by the 
Instituto Jeronimo Zurita, in 1947. The mentioned dates confirm the date of 
composition of the treatise. 



AN UNKNOWN AND UiNPUBLLSHEiD XVth CENTURY MANUSCRIPT 47 

The aubhor's expressed scope is aJpiparently philosophical and apologe
tica1. In a;ctual fact, however, the ethical and pragmatic nature of some of 
the al'gnments as well as the oratorical device used in certain places in 
preference to the strict and direct phil:osophi.cal character betray the 
author's predominantly pastoral purpose in the .composition of his 
treatise. 

C. THE ARiGUiMENTtS 

1. The 1st Argument (Argumentum Processionis) 

Man is composed of a double substance; namely, material, Le. the 
flesh, and formal, i.e. the soul. 

The flesh, generated as it is from the corrupUble substance of the 
parents, is also corruptible, for a corruptible cause produces a corrup
tible ·effect. 

The soul, on the contrary, which is independent of the corruptIble 
body and is immedtately .created and nifused into the body of God, follows 
the nature of its cause, which is everlasting and immortal. 

Being immorta::l, the soul will, after the corruption of the .body, either 
enjoy eternal bliss or suffer eternal misery, according as it did good or 
evil during its earthly existence. 

2. The 2nd Argument (Argumentum Operationis) 

There are two ways of knowing a thing: (i) by its form and essence; 
(ii) >by its effects and external operation. The soul, being SlPiritual, can
not be known or seen either before or after its separation from the hody 
by its form and essence but it can be known both ibefore and after its 
separation from the body by its operation: before death, by the move
ment of the body, which it animates, and ,after death, by the miracles 
it produces. The sours operation after death is illustrated by stories of 
mira;cles produced by deceased saints. Hence, since every act and every 
operation presupposes an existerut cause, it follows that souls operating 
after death must exist and are therefore immortal and if one or more 
souls are immortal, all other souls are immortal, because all species 
are equaUy predicted of their indilviduals. 

3. 'I1he 3rd Argument (Argumentum Participationis) 

Tihere are three kinds .of substance in .creatures; namely, (i) !purely 
cor.porM substance (e.g. the elements, the heavenly bodies), (ii) purely 
tncorporal or spiritual substance (angels) and ·(iii) partly cOl1PoraJ. and 
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partly spiritual sUbstance (moo). 

Both purely corporal and purely spiritual substances are incorruptible 
or immortal. 

Hence, since a medium natura:lly partIcipates of the nature of its 
extremes, it follows that man - the medium between purely cor.poral 
and purely spiritual substances - is immortal. 

The human soul, which ,partictpates of the angeHc nature, is incorrup
tible; the human body, tlhough it cmrupts, wi11 rise again in the Last 
Judgement to share the soul's destiny. 

4. The 4th Argument (Argumentum AiPpetitionis) 

Everything that moves is moved by another. The soul is certainly 
moved by a natural appetite aJnd desire to wi'll eternal happiness and, since 
an infinite process of movers and moved is impossible, it must be con
cluded that this motion of the soul towards beatitude comes ultimately 
from bhe Immobile Prime Mover or God. 

Hence, if eternal beatitude d.oes not exist, it follows either that such 
a dtvine motion of the soul is idle and vain or that God founds our 
natUral aJppetite on a false and impossible object, which consequences 
are inadmisstble. Therefore, it must be ·c.oncluded that eternall beatitude 
is an existent reaUty. Finally, jn solving three objections, the autho.r aptly 
distinguishes: 

(i) bebween natural ap.petite, innate in pure nature, Wlhi'ch ca:nnot be 
frustrated, and appetite deriving from corrupted nature (eJg. the BJPpetite 
of luxury) whIch can be frustrated. 

(ii) between the appetite of the deliberative will (e.rg. the ap.petLte of 
flying) which may be frustrated, and the natUral appetite, whi.ch ca:nnot 
be frustrated. 

(iii) between frustration ·of natUral appetite 'per accidens' (e.g. the 
appetite of beatitude in the damned) and frustration of natUral appettte 
per se' which is impossible. 

5. The 5th Argument (tArgumentum Justificationis) 

Every perfection ex,isting in secondary causes exists in a more perfect 
degree in the primary ·cause. 

Hence, the virtue of justice, which exists in rational creatures, must 
exist in am infinitely higher degree in God, who for the rigour of justice 
willed that His Son, nOibler than the 'Whole of creation, be crUCified. 

Hence, since God is infinitely just, He cannot lea've unrewarded those 
pious men and women who, for His sake, suffer without remuneration in 
this life, and similarly, He :cannot leave unpunished those evil men and 
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w.omen who offend Him with .impunity in this life. 
It follows, therefore, that there must -be a future life, in which God's 

attribute of just:1ce wi1l .beexercised and marnifested. 
'I1he author -concludes the argument by confirming the Day of Judge

ment by scrtptural texts from the Old and the lNew Testaments. 

6. The 6th Argument (Argumentum Proportionis) 

Two are the faculties of the soul; namely, the intellectual facukty, 
whose object is universal truth, and the volitLve faculty, woose object 
is universal go.od. 

But universal truth and universal good are mcorruptible and, since 
the condition and quality of an cbject's an indication of thee-ondition 
and quality of its faculty, it follows that the faculties -of the soUl, and, con
s~uenNy; the intellectual soul itself, are incorru,pUble. 

MJoreover, since the soU'l is capacious of un~versal good, being, as it is, 
God's image, Di-vine Wisdom and Omnilpotence postulates that the soul's 
capacity ibe satis.fied. Such satisfaction ·cannot .but be eternal ibeatitude, 
which Boethius defines as "status omnium bonorum aggregatione per
fectus." 

7. The 7th Argument (lArgumentum Praegustationis) 

It is a fact that some men abandon riches and comfort in preference 
for an austere way of life. Such a chan~e cannot be natural, for nature 
loves comfort and nature does not act against itself. 

It is caused by some divinely bestowed su.pernatural accident or by 
supernal grace, WhiCh is a mere foretaste and guarantee of eternal bliss. 

8. The 8th Argument (Argllmentum Nobilitationis) 

As a preamble to the eighth argument, the author borrows an argu
ment 'ad hominem', with ·which'a 'certain friaT refuted a phi-Iosopher, 
who did not believe in the immortality of the soul: there is no harm, 
argued the friar, in Ibelieving that the soUl is immortal, even if it were in 
rea.lity mortal; .on the contrary, it mi·ght :be most detrimental to deny the 
immortality of the soul, if in reality the s,oulis immortal. 

The -rational soul, continues the author, endowed, as it is, not only 
with ibeing, Like the elements, wirth life and feeling, like animals, but also 
·with intellect and love, is more in conformity with God than the elements 
and 31nimals, and hence it is incompara;bly nobler than they. 
The heavens and the heavenly bodies, however, though they Me inani
lll.e.te and, consequently, less noble than the soul of man, to woom they 
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are ordatned as means to an end, are inoorrwptible and eternal. 
Hence, the sou'l of man - the end and paralgon of all irnerior crea

tures and heavenly bodies - must 'a fortiori' be immortal. 

9. The 9th Argument (ii\rglllmentum Afflie>tionis) 

The remorse felt by sinners after perpetrating their crimes postulates 
a cause. Such cause cannot be the crime itself, which is an object of de· 
light for the s·inner. It is the presentiment of future punishnwnt for the 
crime. Similarly, the joy eXlperienced in the accomplishment of virtuous 
deeds proceeds from the natural hope of future remuneration. 

10. The 10th IArgument. (Ar:gumentum Fortificationis) 

Th:s is an argument 'ad hominem', directed against the heretic, 
obstinate ]n his denial of future 1ue. 

Keener faculties are simply more a,pprehensiNe of their objects than 
less keen ones. 

Thus, certain intellects apprehend truth more clearly than others, not 
because they a,re essentiaUy more perfect but in virtue of a more perfect 
bodily disposition, doctrine and e~per:ence and, in certain cases, in 
virtue of infused su:perna,tural ·grace. The author compares and con
trasts the very keen intellects of St A'lligustine, St (Ambrose, St John the 
Evangelist and St PaUl - all of whom professed their faith in the exis
tence of a future life - wi,th the ignorance of the heretic, who denies 
such a truth. 

Indeed the be'lief of such great thinkers, corroborated by the assent 
of so many patriarchs, prophets, apostles, ,confessors, subtle doctors and 
theologians, nay, even the major:lty of pagans and infddels, and, above 
all, attested by the Son oJ God himself, constitutes formidable iproof of 
the existence of futUre life and future happiness. 

It is, therefore, not only ignorance but the height of folly to contra
dict so many ·witnesses and persist in error. 

11. The 11th Argument (Argumentum Oppositionis) 

The Scriptures are eloquent about the existence of hell. Hence, since 
the existence of one of two opposites argues the existence of the other, 
hea ven ,must necessarily exist, and indeed, its ex·istence is Jikewise testi
fied by Holy Scripture. 

To the heretic's ,common oibljection: J do not believe jn hell for I have 
never seen it, the author curtly reipHes that the heretitc will be convtnced 
of the existence of hell, when he is dragged thither by devils after deatli.: 
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12. The 12th Argument (lAil"gumentum Perfecti()lIlis) 

Since the ra,tional soul, a.s has been proved. in .the first argument, is 
everlasting and immortal, consequently, the substantial and accidental 
goodness of the souls of those who die in state of grace is likewise eternal. 
Such souls cannot but be eternaJ.ly loved. and befriended. by God; else, 
God's love and friendshirp would be imperfect. 

And, since the essence of goodiness and friendship consists in the 
communication of ,goodness, it follows that God communicates goodness, 
i.e. eternal beatitude, to good souis. 

13. The 13th Argument (ArgumentJUm Multipl:icationis) 

The inconvenience of the non-existence of future happiness would 
bring in its walke a multirpliicity of other incon'Veniences, of which the 
author mentions the princirpal three; namely: 

i. the incoIllVenience of Offence: for, in such a hypothesis, it would 
be licit to offend God; 

ii. the inconvenience of Frustration: for, .the Son of God would ihave 
become IUaIl1 and suffered in vain; 

iii. the dillconvenience of Falsehood: for, not only SJlI the virtues but 
a:lso all 'the vision and the revel'ations made by God about eternal beatitude 
would !be failse. 

14. The 14th Argument (AJrgumentum Obdeetionis) 

,Every single faculty of the human body has been provided for by 
God with a di'Versity of Pl'O!Portionate ob1ects. 

It is imposs:iJb1e, therefore, that the human soul, :which is the sub
stantial form of, and, consequently, far nobler than, the !body, could have 
been len without its proper and proportionate object. 

The object of the soul is God, .or the beati-f~c vision, which, liike God, 
is eternal. 

Hence, the soUl is also eternaJ. and destined. to attain its oibjects. 

15. The 15th Argument (At-gumentum Susceptionis) 

Life is indiSiPutabl'Y man's dearest possession on earth. Yet, so many 
martyrs preferred to sacrifice their lives in order to win eterna;l bliss, 
which they woUld: surely not have done, prudent a.s they were, if the 
existence of eternal bliss were doubtful, false or uncertain. 

!Hence for the martyrs future Ufe was toe most certain and firm 
reaJd.ty. 
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EPlLOGU~ 

Finally, the author, turning preacher, bursts forth into a paraenetic 
~peaJ.to ,lLLlillelle:v:ers., heretics, Jews, 'schismatks, ex:cOll1lllunicated Chris
.t:.ia.ms.and ,to.aM who deny ,the immortalttyof the soul £\indthe existenJCeof 
.eternal .tife, rtosubdue their pride, temerity and arrogance and, abjuring 
.their error, sthbmitto common belief. 

He concludes by wishing eternal haIPP1ness f.or Cardinal·bishop 
.car:vajal, .for l1imselfaml. for all the faithful. 
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