META L-MAMA U L-PAPA JOHORGU U
JHALLU T-TFAL ID-DAR

Ta’ G. BoNNICI

L-ARLOGG tal-knisja daqq is-siegha nieqes kwart ta’ fil-ghodu u t-tabib
Apap kien qed jahseb biex jidhol jorqod. Dak in-nhar kien imhabbat wisq
u bil-lejl kienu sejhulu xi tliet darbiet. Lanqas kien ilu tliet kwarti li
dahal id-dar.

F’daqga wahda sema’ ¢empila twila,

“Il-bieb!” qal bejnu u bejn ruhu. "Min inqala’ dal-hin?”

1l-qanpiena tal-bieb regghet ¢emplet, did-darba iktar qawwi.

“Iz-zameé,” halef it-tabib, "illum donnu ghandi xi maghmul!”

Sa dal-hin kien libes, imbaghad tefa l-lampa ta’ hdejn ras is-sodda, u,
bil-valigga f’idu, beda niezel it-tarag sitta sitta.

Fetah il-bieb u ra ragel quddiemu li, kif rah, qallu,

“Igri dott, karrozza baqgher diehla go hajt; kien fiha xi erbgha.”

Meta sema’ b’din l-ahbar, it-tabib telaqighaggel lejn il-post tad-disgrazzja.
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Is-sur Tonin Cachia kien is-Segretarju tal-"Malta Union of Traders and
Employers”. Bhas-snin ta’ gabel din l-ghaqda kellha f’rasha li taghmel
ballu kbir ta’ 1-Ghid fis-sala kbira, sabiha u lussuza tal-‘Helios Hotel’ 1li
kienet thares sew sew lejn il-Port il-Kbir. Bhala segretarju, ix-xoghol ta’
stedin tal-membri, l-ordnijiet tax-xorb, u I-kiri tal-banda kien jaqa’ kollu
fuqu.

Minn xi hmistax gabel kien jinghalaq go kamartu u hazin ghalih min
kien ifixklu ghaliex kien jagbad ighajjat ghajjat ta’ wiehed mitluf minnu
anifsu.

Imma Toninu mhux dejjem kien hekk. Sakemm kien ghadu ghazeb qatt
ma habbel rasu fuq hwejjeg bhal dawn u l-istedina kienet issib ruhha
fil-kaxxa tal-karti hZiena li hu kien juza biex jahdem is-somom ta’ I-
aritmetka meta kien ikun dahhal xi kemxa gmielha mhux hazin.

Imma meta zzewweg il-haga beda jaraha xort’ohra. Martu kienet minn
dawk li jippretenduha dags ma tafx xiex u, ghalkemm kontra qalbu, kellu
jidra jmedd ghonqu u jterraq f'dil-hajja biex martu tiehu pjaéir.
“Dal-ghodu mort il-belt u gtait libsa Ton,” qaltlu martu xi jumejn wara li
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waslet l-istedina. “Tridx ingibha ha taraha?”

*U issa jien nifhem?” stagsa hu. “La toghgbok m’hemmx argumenti, u,
wara kollox, kieku ma toghgobnix, int xorta tilbisha.”

Wara li dam jahseb xi ftit b’rasu bejn idejh, gholla rasu u,

“Ahna bit-taxi mmorru jew bil-karozza taghna?” stagsieha.

“B’taxi, dik haga naturali,” wiegbet martu “Jaqaw?”

“U le, xejn,” wiegeb hu. “Ridt inkun naf biss!”

U l-kliem wagqaf hemm.
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“Qisu li mit-talkies tibqghu gejjin hawn, fhimtu?” Wissiet lil uliedha I-
mara ta’ Toninu.

“Kollox sew, mama,” wiegbu flimkien Pearl u Rose uliedha.

Hekk kif hargu ommhom u missierhom, li kienu wissewhom li kellhom isi-
buhom reqdin malli jaslu, iz-zewg tfajliet bdew jahsbu x’ghandhom jaghm-
lu. F’daqqa wahda, ¢empel it-telefon.

“No, Pearl,” wiegbet din ghal mistogsija ta’ min kien ged i¢empel, “Yes,
Rose is here... mum and dad are out... not before three ... niltaqghu at
Ghar id-Dud ... iva ... quarter to eight tajjeb ... Bye.”

U regghet ghamlet it-telefon fejn kien qabel.

Hekk kif spi¢cat, Rose daret fuq ohtha u stagsietha min ¢empel.

“John Bonello, dak li Josette il-kugina tieghu, ma tafux?”

“Dak li moma mieghu meta konna morna l-party ta’ Jimmy?”

“Yes, Hu kollu kemm hu Rose! Nahseb 1i tiehu gost!”

“Of course li niehu gost, l-aktar jekk immorru fejd l-ahhar darba!”

“Anke jekk ma mmorrux hemm, ghax ma’ John kulhadd jiehu gost!”
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Is-sinjura Debono, il-mara tal-president tal-Malta Union of Traders and
Employers kienet bil-qgieghda fuq bank fil-gnien tal-‘Helios Hotel’,
Wara ftit giet qaghdet hdejha l-mara tas-segretarju. k
“Iddejjaqt tizfen, Karm?” stagsiet is-sinjura Cachia.
“U mela jien taz-zfin, Rit, min jisimghek?” wiegbet is-sinjura Debono.
“Xejn ma tizfen Connie ta’ Joe Psajla. Dik ikbar minnek!”:
“Billi ikbar minni, Rit? Jien affarijiet bhal dawn qatt ma habbejthom. Li
ma kienx ghax zewgi president, 'l hawn ma nersaqx”.
“It-cfal kif inhuma Karm?” stagsiet Rita biex tbiddel il-kliem.
“Michael tabib ma’ l-Army Amerikana u Josephine soru l-Indja,” wiegbet
Karmena. :
“Mela Josephine kienet dahlet soru, Karm?” stagsiet Rita.

*
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“Da zgur, ilha biss biss erba’ snin l-Indja” wiegbet I-ohra. Imbaghad
stagsiet, “u tieghek x’sar minnhom?” .
“Il-kbira se taghmel il-G.C.E. dis-sena u l-ohra s-sena d-diehla”,

“Allura d-dar qeghdin wahedhom Rit?” stagsiet mart il-president.

“Iva, bghatthom it-talkies ta’ l-ahhar bil-patt li kif jigu jieklu u jorgdu
Kam,” wiegbet il-mara tas-segretarju.

“U ma tarax li mhux se jobduk?” stagsiet is-sinjura Debona

“Ghaliex ged tahseb li mhumiex ser jobdu?” stagsiet is-sinjura Cachia.
“Tfal ta’ l-eta daqs dik tat-tfal tieghek trid toqghod b’seba’ ghajnejn
fughom. Jien qatt ma mort f’okkazzjonijiet bhal dawn gqabel ma wliedi
hadu l-istat taghhom,” wiegbet Mrs. Debono.

“Imma dak kien Zmien iehor!” qalet Mrs. Cachia,

Wara ftit telqet ghax zewgha ghamlilha sinjal li riedha.

LI I I

“Tista’ tghidli x’hin ghandek John?” stagsiet Pearl u, meta John urieha
l-arlogg qalet “Th, taf li diga quarter past eleven!” Imbaghad donnha mis-
taghgba qalet “Il-my kemm sar hin John!”

Paul, zaghzugh mohhu fuq il-werqa, dar fugha u qalilha,

“Intom in-nisa l-hin donnkom ma tkunux tixtiquh ighaddi!”

“Barra meta jkollna xi date,” galet Rose minnufih,

“Taf ghaliex Rose?” staqsa Paul u, bla ma taha Zmien twiegeb, qal,
“Ghax intom in-nisa dejjem tard Rose!”

“Se taqtghuha jew le?” stagsa John “Ma nistax insugq.”

“U aghlaq halqek!” gallu Paul bil-lajma. “Hsiebek hemm!”

“Certi nies ma nafx kif ituhom il-licenzjal” qal John imdaghdagh.

“Veru, some people are truly ridiculous,” qalet Rose.

U ohtha bdiet tkanta song li ggib l-isem ta’ Some People.

F’dagqa wahda Paul beda jdoqq tape-recorder u Pearl, li kienet ghadha
tkanta qaltlu, “You’re a very naughty boy Paul”,izda hu wegibha, “Pearl,
jlen qatt ma hadt ghaz-zghar!”

U biex izidu fl-ghors, iz-zewg tfajliet bdew ikantaw mat-tape-recorder.
Imma filli kienu mixjin fid-dlam taqeghu b’sikkina u filli dawl qawwi minn
karrozza quddiemhom miexja daqs ir-rifh gab dija kbira li kienet taghmik
jekk ifettillek taghtiha daqqa ta’ ghajn biss.

Il-karozza ta’ quddiemhom baqghet ghaddejja qisha mhix hi imma d-dawl
qawwi taghha sewa ta’ hsara lil dawk l-erbgha li kienu qed jixxalaw,
Moghmi mid-dija tal-karozza, John tilef kull kontroll u baqa’ diehel go
hajt tas-sejjieh bil-kareozza b’kollox,

Mal-habta iz-zewg tfajliet habbtu rashom, imbaghad Pearl ittawlet u rat

—-35



li sider John kien kollu demm. B’isterizmu tal-biza’ bdiet tghajjat “John
... John ,.. John ...!” u nfexxet f’bikja. Paul ma ¢éaqlagx. Kien habat
rasu mad-dahar tas-seat u storda. Rose baqghet thares ¢ass donnha ged
tara holma, .

Ftit tal-hin wara, ghadda ragel li, malli sema’ l-biki ta’ Pearl, fehem li
kien gara xi haga u mar bil-giri ghat-tabib ...

U s-sinjura Cachia kienet rasha mistrieha li uliedha kienu d-dar reg-
din ...





