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And, in the end, there is neither a climactic happy ending nor sudden devastation yielding the 
adventure’s swift termination. The author returns from whence he came having “survived 
paradise”, but his relationship with the island continues in various forms. The reader is left 
with neither satisfaction nor dissatisfaction. As with Ujae and remote island life more 
generally, the story just is. It naturally displays the many traits that Rudiak-Gould attributes to 
the Marshallese, such as kindness and generosity in the author sharing such an intensely 
personal experience with the world. 
 
The Marshallese trait of “survival” suggested by Rudiak-Gould certainly echoes throughout 
Surviving Paradise. The subtitle’s moniker “a Disappearing Island” is addressed in only select 
places, with impressive honesty regarding the relevance and accuracy of the “disappearing” 
and “climate change” discourses often applied to Pacific islands. Rudiak-Gould does not wish 
to label Ujae and the Marshall Islands as a hopeless situation. He succeeds, while recognizing 
the coming decades of changes and challenges regarding the Pacific environment and society. 
 
“Disappearing” into the rising seas might be the contemporary hook to garner interest. But 
“disappearing” culturally is more imminent, as amply described in many chapters. Rudiak-
Gould accepts those cultural changes as reality, noting the positives and negatives of, plus the 
local choices and external impositions that shape, an ever-evolving society. 
 
Ultimately, the question is not about Rudiak-Gould being disillusioned about island idylls. 
Instead, it is about how the islanders of Ujae—as with their Bikini compatriots evacuated 
decades ago for nuclear testing—could “survive their paradise” when facing potentially 
shattering social and environmental encroachments over which they have no control. 
 
Ilan Kelman 
Center for International Climate and Environmental Research (CICERO) 
Oslo, Norway 
islandvulnerability[at]yahoo.com 
 
 
Marie Redon (2010) Des Îles en Partage: Haïti et la République Dominicaine, Saint-Martin, 
Timor [Divided Islands: Haiti and the Dominican Republic, Saint Martin, Timor] Editions de 
l’Université d’Etat d’Haiti and Presses Universitaires du Mirail, France, pbk, 324pp. ISBN: 
978-2-8107-0036-3. €25.00. 
 

One island for the price of two? I was initiated to the wonders of divided islands by Stephen 
Royle’s 2001 book, A Geography of Islands. It was after reading the few pages dedicated to 
these specimens in that book that I started to realize that these were indeed special spaces, and 
for a variety of reasons. First of all, we are dealing with really very few cases: out of a 
population of tens of thousands of populated islands in the world today, those that are 
‘divided’, or shared by more than one country, is about a dozen (the exact number depends on 
definitions, and whether to include de facto ‘governments’. An interesting observation, to say 
the least, that those cynical of how islands may be different from mainlands should take note 
of. Secondly, these cases bring together a unitary geography and a fragmented polity; a 
situation where international dynamics and relations unfold on the same island territory, often 
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in fractious terms that can harbour agitation for invasion and irredentism, and so lead to 
violence. Indeed, though there are exceptions, if a ‘divided island’ is a contradiction in terms, 
only a unified island would be appropriate: can one, should one, imagine–much less tolerate–a 
territory that nature made whole but which people and politics have rent asunder? Thirdly, and 
especially in a post 9/11 world–nervously having just noted its 10th anniversary–the concept of 
the border has been rudely brought to the centre of inquiry in political geography: we are here 
dealing with borders that cut across islands, rather than separate one (and implicitly whole) 
island from another.  
 
This idea is now the subject of a dedicated, and more comprehensive, book project under my 
editorship; but, as usually happens in such academic journeys, one comes across an existing 
volume that deals with a similar subject matter and becomes a useful complementary reference 
text, to pore over again and again. What makes Des Îles en Partage ever so refreshing and 
stimulating is that it comes from the French tradition of ‘island studies’: what Abraham Moles 
has defined as ‘nissonologie’. The theoretical inspiration for the study of islands has a distinct 
genealogy when seen through French eyes: Jean Brunhes, Pierre Gourou, Frank Lestringnant, 
Joel Bonnemaison, Christian Huetz de Lemps, François Taglioni. Many of these, and their 
seminal ideas, would not be so familiar to English-speaking island aficionados and scholars. 

But, enough said on the context: let me now come to the specifics of Redon’s book. It is based 
on her doctoral thesis, which examined the ‘divided island’ as fleshed out in three candidate, 
post-colonial, tropical locales: the oldest, amongst existing divided islands, to be thus divided. 
Two are located in the Caribbean (the island of Hispaniola, or Quisqueya, divided between 
French-speaking Haiti and Spanish-speaking Dominican Republic, as well as the much smaller 
island of Saint Martin, divided between French-speaking St Martin and Dutch-speaking Sint 
Maarten); and one in South-East Asia (the island of Timor, divided between West Timor, part 
of the province of  East Nusa Tenggara, in Indonesia, a sovereign country but formerly a 
Dutch colony; and since 2002, the (officially) Portuguese-speaking, independent country of 
East Timor, or Timor Leste; which, to make things that much more complicated, also 
comprises the ‘coastal enclave’ of Oecussi in West Timor). All three islands under 
investigation can trace their current divisions to the 17th Century (p. 34). 

While Redon provides a specific historical account for these three island territories – each 
island has its own history, and so its own frontier (p. 73) – the main thrust of her argument is 
to look at the three cases comparatively: why did they end up, and remain, divided? How do 
these six countries manage and deploy their common is/land border? How does a divided yet 
common island destiny for over 300 years forge a specific, even paradoxical, ‘island people’ 
with its own culture/s, sense of imagined community/ies, and brand/s of nationalism? How do 
such idiosyncratic land borders connect with more conventional maritime borders, including 
territorial waters and exclusive economic zones? How do they facilitate, obstruct or otherwise 
contour commercial exchange and human mobility, legal and shady transactions? How do 
‘third parties’, including powerful regional players, impact on and influence the international 
relations that prevail between these ‘two for the price of one’ island jurisdictions? (The 
European Union, the United States and Australia are seriously implicated in the political 
economy of these places.) Redon does an excellent job in outlining a political-economic 
history of these six jurisdictions from such a clever and original perspective of their divided 
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island status. The epistemic device of critical comparison foregrounds a holistic study of the 
frontier – as border and interface, as identity threat and nexus of synergy - that is so relevant 
and timely in a security conscious but also such an interdependent and mobile world. 

A supplementary treat for readers is the stand-alone personal diary that Redon meticulously 
kept during her fieldwork in East Timor in 2004, 2005 and 2009. This is freely downloadable 
as a 100-page document off the book publisher’s intranet at: http://w3.pum.univ-
tlse2.fr/IMG/pdf/La_gazette_des_iles.pdf.  

While the layout of the book is impressive and the arguments well documented, there are two 
disturbing features that should be corrected in the case that a second edition, or perhaps an 
English translation, is considered: (1) a better visual rendition of the interesting maps, figures 
and sketches that grace the text (the fine print is impossible to read throughout); and (2) the 
provision of a subject and author index, which can only be sorely missed in a book that has 
such rich detail. 

Islands are fodder for the human imagination; and different classes of islands help us to think 
differently. We are indebted to Redon for highlighting the very particular manner in which 
divided islands excite and disturb us: whether we are studying them, or living on them and 
having to bear, exploit, or just live with, a land-based international border.  

Godfrey Baldacchino 
University of Prince Edward Island, Canada 
gbaldacchino@upei.ca 
 
 
Simone Pinet (2011) Archipelagoes: Insular Fictions from Chivalric Romance to the Novel, 
Minneapolis MN, University of Minnesota Press, 238pp. ISBN: 978-0-8166-6672-0. 
US$25.00. 
 
Simone Pinet’s work, including this new book, is exciting for the way in which it relates 
shifting understandings of space and place with developments in literature. In a fascinating 
2004 essay in diacritics, she traced the relationship between what she describes as “islands and 
the emergence of the modern novel” in a bold move that negotiated the complex 
interconnections between the material realities and imaginary structures of fiction and 
geography. She continues this project in Archipelagoes on a more ambitious scale. As she 
writes: “In placing the disciplines of literature and cartography side by side, I want to suggest 
that the overlaps are not mere coincidences, but historically specific strategies that can be 
traced back to structural concerns” (p. xii). Specifically, in this study Pinet identifies 
fundamental links between the real and imagined worlds of islands and archipelagoes and the 
development of medieval Iberian literature. This may sound arcane and remote but the 
implications are much closer that one might imagine. The book sets up its topic and scope well 
in an Introduction that locates the non-medievalist, such as myself, in the debates and events 
of the time, thereby ensuring specialist and non-specialist alike can follow the trajectory traced 
in the ensuing four chapters. These chart the mutual construction of geographical and literary 
space from medieval texts up to Cervantes’ Don Quixote, considered the first modern novel. 
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