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Akihiro lwashita (2015). Japan’s border issues: Pitfalls and prospect®ndon: Routledge.
Hbk. 141pp+Index. ISBN: 978-1-138-91677-7. US$160.

Consult the official map of Japan, titled ‘Japan&seritory’, available off the website of its
Ministry of Foreign Affairs athttp://www.mofa.go.jp/territory/ The map highlights three
island areas, all of which are deemed “inheremittey of Japan”: Dokdo, an island known as
Takeshima to the Japanese, currently controlle8dayth Korea; the South Kuriles, known as
the Northern Territories to the Japanese, admmeidtby Russia/Soviet Union since 1945; and
the Diaoyu islands (known as Diaoyutai to Taiwamg &enkaku to the Japanese), currently
administered by Japan as part of Okinawa prefedureclaimed by China (and Taiwan).

In Japan’s border issues: Pitfalls and prospedisglish language readers will finally
be able to dig their teeth into a full-length acadetext and delve into lwashita’s pioneering
research into border issues. This slim volume csaprseven chapters that distil Professor
lwashita’s thoughts, analyses and experiences p&nJaand its border issues, focusing
specifically on its three pending, and festerimgtitorial squabbles with its neighbours.

Small or marginal islands can loom large in theamal psyche. The author makes
very interesting and valuable points that can hefgl to a situation where cooperation and
resolution over such border issues become moréstieahnd feasible. The key point is to
climb down from populist and nationalist-friendlp$tions that claim islands as indisputably
integral parts of national territory, and which Ogfinition render any form of resolution
impossible. Instead, a dialogue on regional (rativan national) history, with the more
pragmatic and flexible voices and intent of loctdkeholders, holds richer promises for
solution. Regional cooperation offers opportunif@snon-state actors, plus local government,
to broaden agendas and recover a cross-borderudigcthat acknowledges and privileges
mobility, connections and migrations rather thameseignty and territoriality. lwashita has
been actively involved on this front, leading aie®of initiatives that have explored regional
cooperation between Taiwan and the Yaeyama islaaslayell as Sakhalin and the Kuril
Islands. These projects are vividly documentednirexcellent series of DVDs, also available
with English voice-overs and translations.

For island studies scholars, this book makes partireading for two main reasons, the
first being the more obvious: all these three pegassues deal with islands, reminding us that
Japan is an archipelago nation with no (currenty laorders with any other country. The
implications of this are that such border issued flapan faces cannot be properly addressed
without due process and care to maritime issuesvels these include fishing rights,
navigation rights, rights for sea bed mineral exgtion, the right to stop and search vessels
and detain foreign sea captains and crew as m#sitheecessary.

The second is more subtle and would require reagddook at lwashita’s professional
past. As a professor of Sino-Russian border isbassd at the Slavic and Eurasian Research
Centre, Hokkaido University, the author has spettrasiderable number of years in his career
looking at the chequered history that led to theohation ofall border issues between Russia
and China: at over 4,000 km, this is the world'sthslongest international border. A
significant stretch of this border lies along thendy river, and the determination of the
ownership of various islands along this river, atheérefore the exact location of the
international border, consumed many hours of telfdemacy between Moscow and Beijing,
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even leading to a military confrontation in Marc®69, when Chinese forces occupied
Zhenbao /Damanskiisland. The last unresolved territorial issue bevéhe two countries
was only settled in 2004. With that agreement, Russnsferred part of Abagaitu islet,
Yinlong/ Tarabarov island, about half of HeixiazBblshoi Ussuriyski island, plus a few
adjacent river islets, to China. As an eclectic pamativist, lwashita has drawn insights and
lessons from this confrontation and deploys thert wegard to Japan’s territorial squabbles
with its three neighbours. Indeed, the unlikelytyfififty’ solution that has led to the division
of Heixiazi / Bolshoi Ussuriyski when all else &l may find itself being considered again.

The book is largely autobiographical: the authorkesaextensive use of his own
insights and earlier publications to tease outexist arguments and suggest future scenarios.
The disadvantage of this approach is that the h®akther short in length and economic in
terms of background reading: there are six pagesfefences in all, around half of which are
in Japanese, Russian, Korean or Chinese (and melokthe author’'s own work).

The text comes with various useful maps at diffessales. Strangely enough, the map
centered on Hokkaido (p. 123) is displayed withts@i top: this may confuse a few readers.

This book is essential reading for all those segkinunderstand the complex nature of
Japan’s three ongoing border issues, as well abkiddg mechanisms that could help secure
their eventual solution, reducing tension in theatt f the world.

Godfrey Baldacchino
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