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Cites - what's at stake?

The world's gaze is currently set on Qatar for the 15th conference of parties (CoP) of Cites,
the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species, which runs till Thursday.

During CoPs, which are normally held every two or three years, plant and animal species are
proposed for inclusion in or removal from the appendices of Cites.

The customary horse-play between parties during these meetings will ultimately decide the fate
of a number of species, including the polar bear, the African elephant, the grey wolf, the Nile
crocodile, the tree frog, a number of shark species and, of special relevance to Malta, the
Atlantic bluefin tuna, and pink and red coral species.

While the ongoing meeting certainly does not enjoy the same stature as the Copenhagen
climate change talks, the lack of media and public attention on such a crucial meeting exposes
the low priority this country attaches to tbiodiversity issues and the crisis we are facing.

As the name implies, the convention seeks to stave off internal trade in animal and plant
species deemed vulnerable to extinction. Since it came in force in 1975 it is now ranked as
one of the oldest international conventions, and with 175 current contracting parties, one with
the highest affiliation. The latter statistic is especially significant when one considers that
adherence by states to Cites is voluntary.

Cites affords varying degrees of protection to about 5,000 animal and 28,000 plant species.
Since the ratification of Cites, just one species, the Spix's Macaw, has become extinct as a
result of international trade, thus underscoring the effectiveness of the convention in attaining its
goals.

Protection under Cites is three-tiered: Appendix | includes about 800 species in imminent
danger of extinction, such as all large cats, the red panda, gorillas and chimpanzees, and most
species of rhinoceros. Appendix Il includes about 32,000 species which, though not necessarily
threatened with extinction, may become so unless trade in these species are strictly regulated,
such as the American black bear, African grey parrot, green iguana and bigleaf mahogany.

Appendix Il lists about 170 species that are not necessarily threatened with global extinction
but have been listed after a Cites member country has asked other parties to the convention to
assist it in controlling trade in a species, such as the African civet, alligator snapping turtle.

Captive bred animals or cultivated plants of Appendix | species are considered Appendix Il
specimens, whose international trade is then permitted through the issuing of a relevant export
permit or re-export certification.

The following are details of a few proposed changes in the designation of a number of species:
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The proposed changes for this species are perhaps the ones that are making conservationists'
hackles rise the most. Zambia and Tanzania are proposing that this species be transferred from
Appendix | to Appendix II.

The sole purpose of this proposal is to permit trophy hunting for non-commercial purposes, and
allow trade in raw hides and in a massive stash of ivory stocks estimated at 115 tons that has
been impounded by these coun-tries'governments.

Considering the countries' claim that all proceeds from the sale of the ivory stocks will go
exclusively to elephant conservation, one would be tempted to consider the proposal as
legitimate. However, one must bear in mind that during the last CoP meeting at The Hague in
2007, parties had agreed to introduce a nine-year moratorium in the trade of ivory after
acceding to a sale of over 100 tons of ivory to China and Japan.

The African Elephant Coalition is voicing vociferous concern over the proposed downlisting of
the iconic African elephant, the population of which has been decimated by the ivory trade in
the 1970s and 1980s.

Atlantic bluefin tuna

According to a recently-released study, the aquaculture industry rakes in over €100 million. But
despite its size, the industry is almost entirely reliant on the farming of just one species -
Atlantic bluefin tuna - which has been caught in the Mediterranean since Greek times.

The tiny principality of Monaco has proposed including the species in Appendix | of Cites,
which would effectively cut off the supply of the fish species to Japan where its meat is a
valued commodity due to its popularity for sushi and sashimi dishes. The motivation for the
proposed measure is overexploitation, though annual quotas set by ICCAT (International
Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas, to which all bluefin tuna fishing and farming
countries in the Mediterranean are party, including Malta) were deemed much higher than those
recommended by scientists to ensure sustainable fisheries for the species.

Malta has opposed the proposed trade ban, which will only come into force if it is backed by at
least two-thirds of the 150 countries attending the Qatar meeting. Japan, which along with
China is lobbying for the proposal to fail, has already voiced its defiance, saying it will ignore
any imposed ban.

Pink and red coral

There are almost 50 species of pink and red coral species, with one, the Mediterranean
precious red coral, being endemic to our basin and parts of the east Atlantic. All have been
exploited since antiquity for the manufacture of jewellery. Sweden, along with the US, is
proposing the inclusion of all the species (albeit in a delayed fashion, after 18 months) in
Appendix Il. This would thus not halt international trade completely.

The inclusion is understandably opposed by a number of Mediterranean countries, particularly
Italy and Spain, where the red coral industry is still vibrant.

The hub of the industry in Italy is at Torre del Greco, close to Naples, where a small red coral
industry has existed since ancient times and attempts were made to revive it in the 1980s.
Scattered patches of red coral can also be found in Maltese coastal and offshore waters.

Iranian salamander

An interesting anecdote involves a rather obscure animal species - the Kaiser's spotted newt, a
salamander endemic to Iran. The salamander has been recommended for inclusion in Appendix
| of Cites, and is poised to become the first species needing protection from international trade
due to the emerging reality of e-commerce.

In the wild there are now estimated to be fewer than 1,000 such salamanders, which are much
sought after by wildlife collectors as a pet. This serves to highlight the pervasive threat to
wildlife conservation posed by the internet.

www.alandeidun.eu


http://www.alandeidun.eu/
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=u3ATSSjiCESoPw8uy8V3zpQ2n%2B2bHgaGAE7CG0pJArood5Qb9esRCch08fS%2FGE4%2FPBSgfFmnMWT3DLB9lUkiYbqti0NskJND%2FW1wpt%2F1mKRq85cv%2FIHKQnNokcbq%2BS2NZxLggZ8jurzwF2ko2pvAkXRhUPCQrSLT%2BGF%2Bgq4xeVTx8rlMQnOa57S9wUfoC85hdzU9CgL6%2BB24VfdT6rwz6vFu2sBuQnKtIw1MR94g6WpHrToqQmmV5GcWXrNSgGkVgpeQEOvUoh1oPtkw%2FmSpvET9OjDaGnX7qJqEqXrQyN9jiEV0ulCUJEz%2Fx8DaKcr2GXGRT8yQcQ1WplhdzbriBKX5oDv7HdDbarLHyIoBxxSBe23vRY%2FLc80GIvHWQYlHYbnik9mj%2B%2Fi%2FalAwDvBEwBiLJhCWuZCS4ZXMMrbCIzHttFG%2Fy8HmqHyqYkoY8EFeZptcvHPEH2Bu7UtppOyh8YeJktYf0glIYB8obayuHfG2yTgv1MDKZDmHCygjGDpNPVVIrZLCglvoMWX98Jpc2BCNwhlJIYSBIed%2B32zbC22yb69H%2Fa1b%2BBImm6vv23ukSePlS4ocT0vddBaWu%2FAUqpsZmQqZVRwEVf33iCTv1RmSVBuXvbomFjKjslVVLaGE8PgVKE%2BWbqH9Et7LJu2vuGodGWNWYKzrdAFylAZpJ9OxY3SAau%2FPVRAnsC71HvY0myQq7i2AukD4Vg6mQh4wNFqbL%2Ft7aSTltN4SrL49OZZN%2FpOcu3OS%2F38PmW3l%2FEZz6fm49Vkf4z9FjMwDCfNKM17rtpepV3D9bt1rJ2t9f4lO7DdcRJTIT9k8AhXsL3%2BN6JwQBPTmeX11B1jZeD4OMOX46TQkAM6v8AUapGufk4OFCEYbLOCa7eEVnrDUUFija5GPFDvqwd3EfPWAxkol3ZA%2F0vqaTrcsYNIKlygRb5FnZ3r6hqznlaOEyogBaO37zWUiBGtQy9tScy9Q%2BuuMYb7aHney6XfW7mbD7xt79YvG0Jve%2BB%2Br2jyru95q0agFFpWQK%2FwDvbnR72PqOFUzdiYGfdQam6xL5UAc9%2BMt%2BzqImkGWfiUTVDUGAazPSjRk2L4SkRKJk0dwln17zU7kXu%2F4uCOOt%2F6tfVlaqZ37Oz5QK%2B41MlrTzJ4tHYo9Up7OFaIk6FSK4iXId9n4wmIeYnPomEPtXfp2EpCrUE1oCk5LM6FwQI5z2yV6zx9iVXG3OSHrDeujGtL0Czn%2FqDlDw3PflCvY6JYlOhjfc7oE5gg%2FCsSE0SRpO8YrkxC71lZVigvAGBNRdb5zSieyizY3Fw%3D%3D
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=rlIAOKZHqCxyx%2FziwgogT0fKeb%2F8QQn9fQKRKmleHfbtlPtCcM0mx%2FuqU5l0fZPatGA1UkS3IAJUmKbNpFaVM%2FK6ObkKqC%2BP3jcFiR6jcIMtzAlZlqDzBiQpNgKEzaSE%2BOfm2hVdAX08OuN%2FNjyrnsqyr9Gi8QnSdZdm8xebCJtJ%2Fk7OwJTnjNACMMR8RJJNnZiRdowqhN7DdYjTGL91LyvWFr47LgIoV6wBSo0%2FviBJkoQmCwZrCSvcFSAzILHkvROQ3kFck09MOMwcgBxjVkwcTv5iMPmh8axDkNlyU6jDpzXDTocOQ%2FtnwGXUjT3EN%2FAhBp1kazUal%2BeYtL5%2FoaI1yYH7nWUFHHTVoSnxs5sFl7Aycf8Ek%2Be0IjuvBx8g28%2Bf6I%2FvVl6%2FMOcPXyjodTCzPfdQFyoDgkR7wfiip3VVDCVWzkjt57IHQKuT4eqWnoCI6hvNSLutNRfPKQvyon%2BzhfrOONcOXMflLU0WdqyX5DWqPsjvxqUCtRXoAaYG0sCiWyIjppdK9PcPvvYGNY8Rq1SHSxQuQOrlHu0TTypfZEHTPD1GkRBekb7aqjgw45tmqTjw4KBw78ssm15319xL13d6aKpIHblVjlPnE3NjToYRWFig%2BU9UDyGssjXhkLkzvOxAQlla3RZBVXcYEeFyGfKmmm%2BHX6fRD0FDjkFb2KqQcl0XHi3EFi5uZ4AwI9Iz02VjzNfF5lGQQ1UWiBQ14dDaTiLguPBQHvyW3f63ffFydf%2B93WlL8sP5oCLO7%2FClob7WKlpBYrNMz2pKM8Qn3PpFa6gvyHyn%2BJlLuN9uuUtVKUQi7YGh4lSGi%2B0wKGsXuuXw3EBDAwRkO%2BeyCAZDXwOG8LKOSC7SLYOSUcY%3D
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=ZpSTu51dIYt7N6ItVbR984amVf7aCHvmOkjIwTYjxRTADgUh%2Bbx1ZG9ZvmBL7CR14zD9V5EaXgrS2vyYHcZVLamtuwR8AUAEstJq32zRylaBoBer04TSV7LiTNTEaxf07t6ne3ZiJO8YwEZBes0YMR1YAGYn0T6i6rHWkHY6AWOv4QT9Cp4l9OrrUVQn9pZPBGewXlig6HDRbmhCCCO6%2FcFXYGCWx7LGuhTTFF1HwfuPKwiOCUB0BKgP%2BOQ8GaiKqodHh3z1JhgSBxABXLpoInY2KI6gkPDFWBAAouk0CTrBCLbtRiXhkLa8k%2Fk%2FFZlhbFTmBPgYN6DmhRFisqTOCJaDeMhjse%2FjHbQFjGY0XT%2BBqKEnig8TIp%2BuC2ueRBCcYCv6kpum311Wb2bkm7h%2FfM4pnSx3ggdf6RjLwh65b20htHb8yUxFVfZgQTIo8HncnvtA%2BJsbURK7swyZmVul0cvEEGAGAxW%2Fqzq%2F77z2GSkWWutWCGOWB3I6m41DVb81vRjZprwCd463JN4IVKMhcmXI%2FGLBqWN1th42Q7qNkRd4nSPHz5W3aks39f3aESicbADcLLrMHqcptVRMDcI%2Fxhp4zQOp0NGTg9gKrFDDELbvvA%2F5NjXPuSuKFEkMEiwUMq4kapF1r33IFvuMCazFR8DO8VI3csqMFtrZersqWTvoqN7upQ24CYuQbKUPyo%2B20BxvsvZtoxZ%2BRBZ7ub3pxWSQmDqpR%2FjhgtiuVMyEokLSofcze9H5bu0ijvbq%2BqwAP8Jj6nuLJMEVbdnrgf4%2F7z2dDsurOrrFixfREJXlQFl0KVHStx1jIktRkOn3VbW5

