
MALTA AND THE SECOND WORLD WAR 
SOME ADDITIONS TO DR. GALEA'S BIBLIOGRAPHY 

. By JOHN ALFRED AGIUS 

Dr. Joseph Galea has done an excellent piece. of work in compiling a very 
extensive bibliography relating to Malta in the 1939-45 war (I). He stated that he 
could not hope for completeness, and so varied and scattered were the writings 
about Malta, especially throughout 1942 that he would be rash indeed who would 
claim completeness for any list. At one time it was more difficult to find a paper 
or a magazine which did not mention Malta than one which did so. That was our 
finest hour, those were the days of our glory. For all this, Dr. Galea managed to 
include a very good deal, but I have come across further references which are 
listed hereunder. Like the original bibliographer I am quite sure this list could be 
extended and whoever is in a position to do so should indeed contribute further. 
Here is my own contribution: 

BOOK. 
Malta, by Sir Harry Luke. London, Harrap, 1949. 200 p. illus. 

SEOTIONS IN BOOKS. 
The Left Handshake: The Boy Scout Movement during the war 1939-1945 by 

Hilary St. George Saunders. London, Collins, 1948. 256 p. 

A Bank in Battledress: Being the Story of Barclays Bank (D.C. & 0.) during 
the second world war 1939-45. Privately printed. 212 p. illus. 

_They Made Invasion Possible, by Peggy Scott. London, Hutchinson, 1944. 148 p. 

Middle East Diary,· by Noel Coward. London, The Right Book Club, 1945. II9 p. 

Slipstream - A Royal Air Force Anthology by Squadron Leaders R. Raymond 
and David Langdon. London, Eyre and Spottiswoode, 1946. 246 p. illus. 

For Valour, by Kenneth Hare-Scott. London, Peter Garnett, 1949. 178 p. illus. 

The Thin Red Line, by Charles Graves. London, Standard Art Book Co., Ltd., 
1946. r83 p. illus. 

Britannia Overseas, by E. W. Evans. London, T. Nelson & Sons Ltd., 1946. 
172 p. illus. 

New Zealand after Five Wars, by A. J. Harrap. London,] arrolds. 227 p. illus. 

1 ravels without a passport, by Henry Barlein. London, The British. Publishers 
Guild, 1941. 144 p. 

Velvet Studies, by C. V. Wedgewood. London, Jonathan Cape, 1946. 159 p. 

(1) Melita Historica, Vol. I, No.1, 1952. 
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REFERENCE IN BOOKS. 
Time Only to Look Forward - Speeches of Rear Admiral The Earl Mountbatten 

of Burma, K.G., P.C., G.C.S.I., G.C.I.E., G.C.V.O., K.C.B., D.S.O., as 
Viceroy of India and Governor General of the Dominion of India 1947-48. 
London, Nicholas Kaye, 1949. 276 p. illus. 

Last Viceroy - The Life and Times of Rear Admiral The Earl Mountbatten of 
Burma, K.G., P.C., G.C.S.I., G.C.I.E., G.C.V.O., K.C.B., D.S.O., by Ralph 
Murphy. London, J arrolds, 1948. 270 p. illus. 

Citizen of the World - Franklin D. Roosevelt - An Informal Biography, by 
Allen P. Hatch. London, Skeffington, 1946. 320 p. il!us. 

f,ight Years Overseas - 1939/I947, by Field Marshal Lord Wilson of Libya, 
G.C.B., G.B.E., D.S.O. London, Hutchinson, 1948. 285 p. illus. 

The Rome-Berlin Axis - A history of the relations between Hitler and Mussolini, 
by Elizabeth Wiskemann. London, Oxford University Press, 1949. 
376 p. illus. 

The War at Sea 1941-43, by B. Webster Smith. London, B1acki~, 1946. 
172 p. illus. 

His Majesty's Submarines. London, H.M.S.O. 64 p. illus. 

Under Cunningham's Command, by Commander George Stitt, R.N. London, 
G. Allen & Unwin, 1945. 269 p. illus. 

What Australia Has Done, by H. C. Smart, O.B.E. London, Jarrolds, 1944. 
96 p. illus. 

The Navy's Part. M.O.I. Pamphlet. 

Their Names Make Victories. M.O.I. Pamphlet. 

Twenty-five Years Young. M.O.I. Pamphlet. 

Why is the British Commonwealth so united in the present war? M.O.I. Pamphlet. 

Sixty Million of Us - The Colonies at War. London, H.M.S.O. M.O.I. Pamphlet. 

The Conquest of North Africa. London, Burke Publishing Co., Ltd., 1943. 78.P. 

Britain's Merchant Navy, by Sir Archibald Hurd. London,Odhams. 256 p. illus. 

Achievement in British Aircraft, by S. E. Veale. London, The Pilot Press Ltd. 
36 p. illus: 

From Gibraltar to Suez, by Lord Strabolgi. London, Hutchinson. 263 p. illus. 
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Western Mediterranean 1942-1945, by Captain Taprell Rorling, D.S.O., F.R. Hist., 
R.N. London, Hodder & Stoughton, 1947. 461 p. illus. 

By Air to Battle - The Official Account of the British Airborne Divisions. 
London, H.M.S.O. 

African Victory with the British Forces from El Alamein, to Cape Bon. M.O.I. 
Pamphlet. 

Winston Churchill, by Sir Ernest Barker, Litt.D., D.Litt., LL.D. London, M.O.I., 
1945. 72 p. illus. 

Introducing the Colotlies. London, H.M.s.O. 1949. 88 p. illus. 

Blue Star Line: A record of Service 1939-1945, by Taffrail. Privately printed. 

Mediterranean Background, by Bernard Newman. London, Robert Hale. 

In good company, by Thomas Woodrooffe. London, Faber & Faber. 

The Mediterranean: The Royal Navy in the Mediterranean 1939-45, by Rowland 
Langmaid. London, Batchworth Press. 

Admiral Sir William Fisher, by Admiral Sir William James. London, Macmillan. 

Combined Operations 1940. London, H.M.S.O., 1942. 144.P. 

The Swordfish Saga, by B. J. Hurren. William Clowes and the Fairey Aviation Co. 

Lower Deck, by Lt. John Davies, R.N.V.R. London, Macmillan. 

ARTICLE IN PERIODICAL. 
Weldon's Ladies Journal, London, September, 1943. Malta Smiles thro'. illus. 

The Scout, London, 27th August, 1942. The Scouts of George Cross Island. Illus. 

The Brook, Vol. 8 No. 32 Eighth Year (Private Publication - Brook Motors Ltd.) 

Journal of the R.S.A. loth December, 1943. Malta G.C., Yesterday, Today and 
Tomorrow, by The Hon. Mabel Strickland, O.B.E. 

British Medical Journal, 17th April, 1943 Col. I - The pathology of closed injuries 
of the chest by J. V. Wilson (For security reasons no mention is made of . 
Malta but the writer thanks Professors Bernard and Debono at th~ ~nd). 

The Zodiac - Staff Journal of Cable and Wireless Ltd. No. 420 Vol. 35, December 
1943. The Siege of Malta, by C. Nias. 

World Review, September 1940. Maltese Crossroads, by A. J. 
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AIM No. 26 August, I944 published in the Middle East Command. Six Pounders 
at Valletta by Col. E. J. White, M.C. 

Everybody's Weekly: London, I6th May, I942. 

The Navy: London, January, I94I. In Malta today, by Henry Barlein. 

The Navy: London, November, I942. British by Request - How Malta became 
part of the Empire, by Vincent R. Caruana. 

The Navy: London, May, I949. Making and Mending the K.G.V. Merchant 
Seamen's Hospital at Malta, by Godfrey Winn. 

London Calling No. n3 -'- 6th November, I94I. Malta - 'as Tough a Spot as 
there is' by Sidney Horniblow. 

London Calling No. I36 - I6th April, I942. Gallant Malta, by Cdr. Anthony 
Kimmins, R.N. 

London Calling No. I83 - nth March, I943. Malta G.C. - The story of a great 
I film tribute. 

London Calling No. I9I -:- 6th May, I943. A Message to Malta G.C., by Lieut. 
General Sir William Dobbie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., D.S.O. 

London Calling No. I98 - 24th June, ·I943. How Different from Malta, by Cdr. 
Anthony Kimmins, R.N. 

London Calling No. 200 - 8th July, I943. The King in Malta G.C. 

London Calling No. zI8 - nth November, I943. The Breconshire - She got 
through, at all 'costs, by Petty Officer Francis Smitll. 

London Galling No. z75 - I4th December, I944. Malta: The George Cross 
Island. 

London Calling No. 30I - I4th June, I945. Malta Held On, by Winifred Beck. 

London Calling No. 578 - I9th October, I950. Malta G.C. The Island and Its 
People, by the Hon. Mabel Strickland, O.B.E. 

REFERENCE IN ARTICLE IN PERIODICAL. 
The Times Weekly Edition. 30th May, I945; ZIst November, 1945· 

Illustrated London News. 27th Jun~, I94z; 4th July, 194z. 

The Strand Magazine. June, 1942 

With the Merchant Navy. London, Rapha(!l Tuck & Sons Ltd. 



18 MALTA AND THE SECOND WORLD WAR 

The Londo!). Gazette - IIth August, 1948. Mediterranean Convoy Operations. 

The Crown Colonist, August, 1948. 

The Scouter - October and December, 1941; August, 1942; January, February, 
April, June and November, 1943. 

The Navy - June, July and November, 1940; July, 1941; March, June, July, 
, August, September and October, 1942; February, March, April, July, October 

and December, 1943; February and Mardh, 1944; January, October and 
November, 1945; June, July, August and December, 1946; July, September to 
December, 1947; January, May, August and September, 1948; October and 
November, 1949. 

London Calling 
No. 137 - 23· 4.42 
No. 175 - 14· 1.43 
No. 206 - 19. 8.43 
No. 216 - 28.10.43 
No. '262 - 14· 9.44 
No. 283 - 8. 2.45 
No. 556 - 18. 5.50 

MISOELLANEOUS. 

No. 140 - 14· 5.42 
No. 177 - 28. 1.43 
No. 2II - 23· 9.43 
No. 217 - 4.11.43 
No. 271 - 16.11.44 
No. 308 - 2. 8-45 
No. 580 - 2.II.50 

No. 146 - 25. 6.42 
No. 195 - 3· 6·43 
No: 212 - 30. 9.43 
No. 229 - 27· 1.44 
No. 276 - 21.12.44 
No. 337 - 21. 2.46 

Illustrated: London, 20th February, 1943, - National Savings Advert. 
Fall of a Tower, by Francis Berry. London, Methuen, 1943 (Poem). 
Murdock and other Poems, by Francis Berry. London, Methuen, 1947. 
Boy's Own Paper - October 1943. (Front Cover - A Soldier of the K.O.M.R.) 
Official Programme of the Victory Celebrations 8th June, 1946 - London, H.M.S.O. 
34th Annual Report of the Boy Scouts Association January, 1943. 
37th Annual Report of the Boy Scouts Association July, 1946. 
Painting of Sir William Dobbie by Eric Kennington. 
Melita Invicta, painting by N. Wilkinson, O.B.E. exhibited at the Royal Academy 
. of Arts, 1947. 
The Music for the film "Malta G.C." by Sir Arnold Bax. 

Jf.Jf.Jf. 

NOTE. The following books although not strictly within the limits suggested 
by Dr. Galea are listed in view of the direct bearing on Malta. In the first two tre 
first chapter relates to Malta while in the third only a' referen.~e is made to Malta. 

For GaHantry, by Kenneth Hare-Scott. London, Peter Garnett, 1951. 1~8 p. illus. 

Salute the Red Duster, by Commander A. B. Campbell, R.D. London, Christopher 
Johnson, 1952. 208 p. mus. 

I was Churchill's Shadow, by W. H. Thompson. London, Christoph~r Johnson, 
1951. 200 p. illus. 




