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The ‘joys’ of trapping

Dead hawfinches stashed in crammed conditions that were intercepted last week by Italian authorities in
southern Italy, some which might have been destined for Malta as trapping decoy birds.

When Parliamentary Secretary for Animal Rights Roderick Galdes, who loses no opportunity to
lash out at Birdlife for ‘exaggerating’ their claims about abuses by hunters and trappers, boldly
asserted that he had ‘found a crack’ in existing EU law such that Maltese trappers would once
again man their outposts this autumn, little did he anticipate the repercussions such a rash
decision would have on Malta’s natural environment and beyond.

Trapping resumption supporters would have us believe that checks are in place to prevent
abuse, with 60 enforcement officers trained to monitor that the conditions of the ‘derogation’
unilaterally applied by Malta are religiously adhered to; that the total bag limit of trapped finches
has been set at almost 27,000 birds and that no new trapping sites will be allowed on garigue
or in Natura 2000 sites.

Considering that the enforce ment set-up has failed to thwart illegal trapping ever since the
‘traditional practice’ was phased out in 2009, such assurances fail to convince. For instance, in
a reconnaissance exercise by Birdlife in 2011, at least 24 illegal trapping sites were discovered.
And last March and April, the Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS) reported 30 incidents
of illegal trapping, three of which were in protected areas.

But Galdes would have us believe that, six months later, the situation will be much better due
to a revamp and capacity-building exercise in his supervision facilities. He seems to have
learned nothing from the sham that was the opening of a limited trapping season for golden
plover and song thrush by the previous administration, which led to widespread abuse, namely
the targeting of other species besides the two permitted ones.

Eyes roll when one hears the way by which trappers are meant to report each finch they catch
– by sending a text message, and entering the numbers in carnet de chasse logbooks. The
27,000 finches for the 4,625 Maltese trappers who applied for a licence translates into just
under six finches per trapper for the entire two-month season; in other words, each trapper is
to catch less than a finch per week. Do the authorities really expect trappers to send text
messages when they make a catch, so as to make the ice they are skating on even thinner?

The alternative is not to increase the bag limit but to cap the number of trapping licences that
should have been issued to, say, 2,000, especially since almost half of the 4,625 trapping
licences have been issued to new trappers. The latter figure somewhat rubbishes the argument
bandied around that the phasing out of all trapping as a result of EU accession had inflicted
untold misery on the trapping community, who were resorting to antidepressants. The 1,900
newcomers to the trapping community this autumn have surely not suffered psychologically from
the closure of the trapping season five years ago.

Contrary to the widespread perception, the environmental impacts of trapping are even more
insidious than that of hunting. I give two justifications for my assertion: Firstly, rectangular
swathes of natural vegetation are cleared so as not to allow any obstacles to the laying of nets
deployed in the trapping season.

Careers

Tech & Gaming

Software Engineer - Mobile

Senior Software Engineer

Junior IS Support Analyst

Ingénieur Exploitation et Ordonnancement

DevOps Engineer

ANALYSTE / DEVELOPPEUR – J2EE

more Careers »

« »

Spotlight
Oct 4th, 15:11
What year will online
gambling be legal in the
US?

Planning for future success - Meet Business…

Voomquest fuelled by Enemed takes on Chi…

An event unlike any other coming to Malta

PM’s full support to Ganapati Group

We recently published a revised version of our Privacy Statement and Terms & Conditions 
By using this site, you agree to these revised documents including the use of cookies to enhance your experience.  

We kindly ask you to take a few minutes to read and understand them.

Accept

https://www.timesofmalta.com/careers
https://www.timesofmalta.com/careers/section/tech-and-gaming
https://www.castilleresources.com/
https://www.timesofmalta.com/careers/view/19700101-castille-software-engineer-mobile?utm_source=tom&utm_campaign=castille&utm_medium=Careers+Side+Widget
https://www.timesofmalta.com/careers/view/19700101-castille-senior-software-engineer?utm_source=tom&utm_campaign=castille&utm_medium=Careers+Side+Widget
https://www.timesofmalta.com/careers/view/19700101-castille-junior-is-support-analyst?utm_source=tom&utm_campaign=castille&utm_medium=Careers+Side+Widget
https://www.timesofmalta.com/careers/view/19700101-castille-ingenieur-exploitation-et-ordonnancement?utm_source=tom&utm_campaign=castille&utm_medium=Careers+Side+Widget
https://www.timesofmalta.com/careers/view/19700101-castille-devops-engineer?utm_source=tom&utm_campaign=castille&utm_medium=Careers+Side+Widget
https://www.timesofmalta.com/careers/view/19700101-castille-analyste-developpeur-j2ee?utm_source=tom&utm_campaign=castille&utm_medium=Careers+Side+Widget
https://www.timesofmalta.com/careers
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20181004/business-features/gambling-legal.690732
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20181004/business-features/gambling-legal.690732
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20180919/business-news/planning-for-future-success-meet-business-concept-international-plc.689524
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20180924/life-features/voomquest-fuelled-by-enemed-takes-on-chioggia.689945
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20180906/life-features/an-event-unlike-any-other-coming-to-malta.688523
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20180830/business/pms-full-support-to-ganapati-group.687909
https://www.timesofmalta.com/privacypolicy
https://www.timesofmalta.com/terms


10/11/2018 The ‘joys’ of trapping

https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20141102/environment/The-joys-of-trapping.542357 2/4

Environmental impacts of
trapping are even more
insidious than of hunting

The aftermath of a garigue vegetation clearing exercise, just outside the precincts of the Għadira bird sanctuary,
presumably to pave the way for bird trapping activities.

In some cases, trappers resort to extreme measures in their quest to clear natural vegetation.
For instance, a few weeks ago, a trapper was apprehended just outside Għadira bird sanctuary
in Mellieħa, equipped with a blowtorch and an LPG gas tank, as he was happily torching an
expanse of garigue.

Incidentally, this area is reputed to be one of the last places where the giant orchid grows.
Furthermore it contains (or, at least, used to contain) populations of endemic plant species,
such as the Maltese fleabane and the Maltese spurge.

The cliffs are littered with disused trapping hides, where natural vegetation was recovering ever
since trapping was phased out five years ago, but which will once again be subject to the
devastation trapping inflicts on the natural environment. One can hardly be accused of
hyperbole when equating the habitat destruction of bird trapping with that of trawling in the sea.

Secondly, in the past few weeks alone, in three different incidents, about 1,300 songbirds have
been seized by Maltese law enforcement authorities as they were being smuggled from Sicily
to Malta via the catamaran. It seems the reopening of the trapping season in Malta this autumn
is fuelling an onslaught on the wild populations of songbirds in Sicily and southern Italy to meet
the demand in Malta.

Some of the songbirds fetch much higher prices in Malta as they are deployed as decoy birds
during trapping (a single hawfinch reputedly rakes in €100 to €150).

Only last Monday, a large consignment
of 600 different songbird species was
intercepted by the Guardia di Finanza in
southern Italy, bound for Sicily.
Presumably, given the ongoing proven
trafficking of such bird species to Malta
via the catamaran, some of them were ultimately destined for the local market. Of these 600
birds, which were stashed in crammed conditions (in boxes only a few centimetres wide – see
photo above), 100 had already died by the time the law enforcement officers stepped in. The
rest were taken to bird conservation NGOs in Messina, where they were released in protected
areas in Sicily.

What never ceases to amaze me is the degree of straw-clutching trapping supporters resort to
when someone dares to highlight the detrimental impacts the reopening of the trapping season
is having. Their tactics include blaming Sicilian and Italian trappers and authorities, since the
birds were caught outside Malta, completely disregarding the fact that every so often Maltese
traffickers are apprehended as well, and that Malta is compounding such traffic by creating a
market for decoy birds.

Granted, poaching of songbirds in Italy and elsewhere still continued even when there was no
trapping season in Malta but the demand for such birds caught in the wild obviously will not
diminish when trapping is allowed on our shores. This farcical train of thought is like drug
traffickers and users in Malta pleading when they are caught that they should be let off the
hook because the drugs were grown in Colombia (I am obviously not equating trappers and
hunters with drug traffickers or users).

Other tenuous arguments re sorted to include the claim that the media seems to have a knack
for highlighting trapping and bird hunting infringements, while turning a blind eye to other
environmental problems they perceive as being more insidious in nature, such as illegal and
unsustainable fishing techniques, the use of pesticides in agriculture and overdevelopment.
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I beg to differ when it comes to media coverage, which is increasingly addressing the
plundering of our seas through the use of trammel nets (parit), for example, with this column
taking a leading role in this, while overdevelopment is a staple feature of the media nowadays;
in any case, the time-honoured adage that ‘two wrongs don’t make one right’ applies in this
situation.

While Galdes will probably have secured his long-term political future, he should mull over the
following questions: does he think his stint in power will ultimately be remembered for his
laudable stance against animal circuses and his promotion of horse shelters, or for his
consistent shoring up of the trapping and hunting lobbies?

Doesn’t he consider his job title (which includes reference to the protection of animal rights) as
being somewhat a misnomer, and that it should be tweaked to ‘Parliamentary Secretary for the
Regulation of Hunting and Trapping’?

www.alandeidun.eu

alan.deidun@gmail.com

Sukienka z wycięciem na
rękawach
59,99 zł - MOHITO

New Vision Discovery That is
Leaving Optometrists
Speechless (Do This Tonight)
Medical News Daily

Why Doctors Will No Longer
Prescribe Blood Pressure
Meds
Bood Pressure Secrets

Millionaire Mom from Imsida
Exposes 3-step Secret to Work
from Home
WAHC

Strange Link Between Eggs
and Diabetes (Watch it Now)
Diabetes2 & Blood Sugar Remedy

Malta: Watch This Video About
Bitcoin Before It Gets Banned
& Deleted
Bitcoin Millionaire Pro

Sponsored by Revcontent

http://www.alandeidun.eu/
mailto:alan.deidun@gmail.com
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=eey6MBp9tC5%2FxKta%2FkjtksitzA3eDDMCEJ%2Fh1jRw2j7fbDYnwvowYEWcnckO9HwRXPkRJ09RsR4jH8r5hzpbr34bWSW1Gv%2BjLbDKZ5%2Fui2y0Q2aRzbPIYv0qUZMNbMxE%2F5rWC%2FiWxydkhZa5py5HoN9VbUpif5jcEqmNf0ub3IL5WtPPYbWMiB9HlsaXMDD9uomNTbDVqGXbijaLS6aqlBWM2xijcknX2UD2dEInNf2OZisU4xCao%2BkgzzhMTr3LHT2Dk2bPbIkkkQyH1YYAgwIAzEMofBckN98iZ8Hs7AAF7lNEC%2BjDnTLmvt0cTcQA8AyKVp2lciYX18NppMHLTeomVF7jrWXZNjGn3lmylOZYF1jbSzkcg%2BlNlHcKqraMRtpDoMd0KW2zRfP5PWYz5rKxlrk%2Bg2HsLnoImRjmM16CVW7CK7mSPy8mAJE4jOa3GvbKNVGouBtn6fiVEEivXy2IiwlnFGKXRDVGTUPOxOFEFsVqcu%2BaYQwpE1OyHDFsaBAFO15oCv84o5CuoCPpSWfUwfmvkmys%2BNjcN17TzCq%2Bkp5LoU1xSjgSZzyqdtbIPgHuYaih26y8rx5%2Bkxm%2FWsPcoyaEuWIIC6igHzVRza2U7Ay5T4AmFyk6hsiPDbrowZJeCFfeJu%2B1%2Bo9Gm0N8rp%2BWIHnVVP1fApjP2ISLcan%2FhbZJgWs4JgJktT3EE%2F2PfnxUV21ZSj0O4%2BRVv3sfeDWnASXp4Sk58Q0d%2FpsRddokiDOg5Gv7yGX2pAXl2I8jkuw%2Bw0scRG23H9JTPsSaxghRCMmAp2LdAvp689MJjtopytPiefc3BGYgW5HKa12oILLBRejgVUuThvwD2P2D9rLlEl7TCVTE1FC4YVSY8rU74iHmOkQLL7zDbz9jEMCw80ipEyPT3MvG7IxRbN05JBFTnG7KVKPrZvSriB40LBMTcecVt5FJtKJAyxAXkIDP5Gp4INmJetCm5cyYhBejPgL7uxL0UxnVKVyo6XIII0NhFUepdeETeK7Ni%2BWAqJTmP%2FY5VpXcFX4%2F0vE4%2FbetRthgljpc69JzCXbq1mSK6qVguKWaxkDSQtnwN3KlFWkFdKOtcSMCcD%2FeXUx8WTQ7QKMFIAjU5sJPBlecKtky8Y%2F03ybgQ19T01%2FWIx0h5%2FpvM26RXnZ%2B6Il%2BQQuTZFX4DnZAgEcX7CdzdxHlhwLo8F%2Bv75ujEINjnStC4etPOlxwEleHR6exQAKX7pPkwkSQG%2BcQz5MFXhzNAcn%2F%2F9UhvceFsXKYSlwubG7rGo1ELbzjgSIpa1dO62TJ9sr3wy%2FD6K3YQDISYxESH%2BkROmEvx3Aab7GYBgW1CfYYUSnFmAjuz24hMxqjLRjqfEkhX%2Fxx%2Fw%3D%3D
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=DuIUORoyKyOxEBOKrciaRBAKoh71w7xP8N4AR6TPOou4ZIrH1Ik0CmtJ1x0In2UZdvAOd%2FNtZidfgruJQkxN%2FC64ppAo7tpJ8sa8%2FQ9cM%2BxwDxcftIaiK%2B20Y%2BK3lqQ3xRYoeG41K4QWRatdl6yzrR%2Bp8PiK8aAEUXHyW0gBcJOFzfD3EcRjYWNyFUNjXnfHpzibxI3WavwqOSIvRS%2FXM6mKIgsLF3wodTKXi749FN82BSK4N4YSWKvsHR61LsouaTqcvF3al%2BvjPHMGIg5zWY5HNPWV8zk4mXORNCxkBu98CTFOuQdEvahvh2BZ0W1QLQI0ns%2BiHt7yof4eF%2BWCojZp3hXEAIm9IKh%2BHS3v%2BteWG1RSzhAbm47dHq40sG4%2BzcgPZV2ERiH8UaAzCurGG99LHTK3nCoKTviJFed9fsfVPTH9%2FXl58R696oybGnQnZXjZZwsPaRG9kme4EEipbXgm8ZiwilR1cAW0my2jv1oApmHy57E4qXBxAak7IgmNgzvQlkMG9HRFkDXrCPBfhoWm1SNqGDBjOSoZYssUFDmjfOJZufiW1C8xLgHNJxN1r3ofX0HHYfVmkv1kPqmcdb2lERB0jKzY6hogCdpSau4O4NemaRo%2BQxtRZneDf9rar4QbBJ%2FAB0Ejfhhpc2qy8Pgx3fMBFXbL2zlLXIPuW6j7Ppjk9GLtoWq3TtpjVkcX4q%2FSSMk9czwBWAPP5NRCkKEuVKwwRrXrSJeqdwcDGoJUW%2F7G5NKvNdfgAwLyEImiWIkQeX11P%2B4SYyABON9grq653R%2B2rV6KYobl1DFrwx84AABxZWIevtTfEPL8Ull85y%2Fkks3TG%2BnFY9R1l2vGng%3D%3D
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=owGAu4iWnQCiZkVouI%2FAcqs1nlj5zwMoMKIrOXwq%2BLdIipQrDmCfql0y6HrmAGz6bvoBR3qNVzShly3T9STMUOn%2FnuwMVBC0s%2BWLLMmscPcNqy%2FitR%2FWvUretdksgBXwBPnlhNmvu2Rn33qHknESFUvBElgb902GRNbZsJ8suW4ZbneM3HL1vrTfLnWlfcNgJsbeoxNWgmlQldb4fe3WlVqt1Z7G1BI0Tu2xlwU%2BlqU2QW1zlKp7J%2B1x97%2Bhu82%2BBet%2FkoiLmJhvx8xjeMZUa5btKXg5BbCjEZPQo896kbsG8dwoVn7y4%2B358xd4eeI%2F%2BQcNUcL7UcyqTMswYBcD3OiUXcft0a%2BAnfCustrPuPbCWRTE4M%2B2Rku3AfxGqLyTKHi76LB%2FtwbebPPMd2gcnK9mwTM34DeQaMzlzm5aTK0NdTkHXkzDgFejD5E9kKBwrFwmXshnEkrgdQLmJ8Bu9TjMzi9PMC93jWXAAoIDGVjcEMuwMbP5hDBfcMjG4rB3706SZ%2Bij8%2BCcXyHhUU103F60HBwvPmBkm9itLrvb7nZm5OC8FV%2FoCKBp49RAj2NGGifcmFcIBWcTYX2dX8%2BhfGzSHWqkwoCi3NZOV5Ad6eAkdxl6m%2Fknz%2Fk578YcxIunBjF6VteKCHO7NuuBA5m9s9XAEYlaKtXP2DPiXcyh8KePGQDllpIkkM8HDOkaEHuOP5V%2BOkhAmiiD2N4xVByhVF6F3zREtTHteRfcDKrkkrsPnZ0Md88lQqlir2nAkdFfuURB6iF9NF1Q4MyKp%2Bn6EoacYKJRCnSomyfRqzA%2FAvQ%3D
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=AINb%2Bhpe5seyixviJFVJil87mDFWWMnDOybu3q02RVPyI9%2BfdbVARoHyx29fMvSTNOmr7Eq%2BYYoWWP41Jur%2F2ZNW76yusPLcA7q%2BoOgCnuBWoMmDdAOfiMspKuFalF%2FOn2dUvj8Tlc9Jt8n0f%2B8eX2VSyeQl29atpi3tr%2FcNXEfCNhmoKvxkHn1O3p51zfVC784SUE1kqU0wKSmrriZRz%2BT%2BokhrmWSX84JI4MfuMEz9BOSB42FfWeoVHtmVjJNqS0SiMkQlUR3JHIysQA8rRMo3M6gZBU1F7dt0TkDopclf7Zw3LEk03tEyrcmTNWq9%2FAKIBeqoosNunnTzME9d7lXFCxnxnO%2BciHyaxM0H0hMsgOejpjOccXK5UqYj3P36nF6%2B4JEL7J%2Fbzwpv9raM534QUDXLBPmNjL3nMg9Ox8O8nWhsQ9I6KyMZwveG8Eup96fOQA%2Bz5u%2BlhvjDfZizM58b%2F8nPlS5ZHsSWHNCPCA9D2tlW6%2FY7EBuH3Q9h0A13mK5v8M5NKKT3fHszMB49hzPG%2B7oldJg1h5rSXaBCI0LuVQyB8hjl%2FpcUUVLbrsG1LPypqI4G7PlNNgROES4czA65nPVrOa94zKTIVGqRssRM7WoBl4%2FeHqlJRBd3U8Wln4gzoePRmvHTtFRHdmlYeMKRFjsHb4QknrQpfNkCyQvGvn2xjAbdFJJr3YFu5ahOo61p0xZxKXXEw4y8WhnMS2mGVI3QbDKvLo8wdKHG5qjfkVEqMbkpZqu%2FlKcoXDgW2DWQKL7aBkCBqVfL0GrH2zlN4JDM5UyRg%2Bmn2wclzZB4Gqdl7FyOhMk9TxbF8y5jN%2FlDrF7%2FVHU6ALVBfpDb0rli30dswCOIt%2BVEcTaqZ7A%3D
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=4Jmn2ddCyLw3Enx%2FaxXVNBacda5rOo8MzmJSYKIona5oUv14sUlIvczmvyz0YGBVcdwpynq37q1tXlrKpHrSCMPm0%2FPrdOJEHi90w4%2FaiAR6oOemvL3PpMGq%2BGOreNOhjAO6T2u2%2F9kM9xesfVdB0icxAW0v6WlfFebyLjFq5wQfv2gG6yGM%2FCQhO5%2FFIw8MV1VjxPEPHoscjaEhK067rvE3mOxNtY0ce20YBeP92%2FeI7mQF9q43ERga4WhJvvW7WSVlyZ6bWyxmTH9VqK5GWTAF1h416bqAmuhCKKu1PtzcA7RhclQpOMQesu3HCWkeUFcj2%2BXYUV0uccWxfa1AF8Jy92T%2FM13sNKTVNAdopAgKYlQjNxHm2P%2FlDR7atwidMuxEO3Zi5jxH4PLqztufvqw%2FxEgLpXQ05cdirsjHNAjJhKcwSi%2Bjsq7Wi1NAwLp%2BxTCnpuaa2O7zrML1mGI1bnAjEO3l5mYGTeKKDDvqWPlsKM%2B%2BSODmfWxG2DFKqwnLfSn%2By7d8lIFFDFA0iFOhCkulENPeDeRnNdM1fu2EWvZjZQ7%2B5R8pgRv91PoNW0LWc%2BuCgg7Wpw2%2F2I0xFEFhfWtU0efeMCaMf7niwYaW4at0J6VXXFUwoEVV2p1tWQQpMUE1SSBpka6nsmxmnqZA2VE6uaon09wb5CkKWsY4ums6MHbRLk915YHy8gkacmUO1GkiCdOisSJ0EuB82YHrqh%2BxTcf5D9eZPsIw%2B5TGg%2Fp0tLzRMOaOp2No6sCo6J%2FfPSb0k869C%2Fc3V6htd5Mn%2BUfHcQEDvJoMoP2dKQhIQ8c%3D
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=oG5UuTgA1s%2FTlrG%2FoRzcWaAG7Pu4VcwJOq6Oye2rX6MQX8izOQPc6SxDgrsWfWITht0hdIvHGLaOVN1V75lhLVyR4W%2F0KB6pA2HLTujsXV0t08tPruzL9zy4zqPczz8gjqesM6aDRZL6JslOeOBQI7GUYC8Ts3dRwW5%2F%2FnkuEdbJCkVlcjQEvKS5NnQW8dR3Gf%2FmtM23%2BQYHVCjfVUoh%2BLHXdIKxtSMeL89fCKIbEorg4w%2BrSh3GYZpIVDQo2fJOfZ9JNtXPzG0N%2F4%2BSocf05ExTcqY%2FrW3smUb3jHBpXyNQH1Vqhsy96SepV8VoDM1D8rTjo%2FkqkkHL%2BpNxqe3BT7l2xNpQNQT9awsXtl65UkAbn%2BAIeFHX5CGtNidxK8nKPBSbulLnQZw%2BH2sj%2BGaqSlczhcbQTIW8UDjTT%2BgM3Z3YQRcGw2knmC5pwUi47SDAhAjOWpslxTWj18PhF8VZ%2BvPqia5Fdqm41Id9NTmFaDsIyKB73cTqUKYCtr%2BmoUi4ZuYFCYZvAcGhIrCJPUlen31KmK27YvNdiGMi1E2RwiwZHSyPhxAuyFrht9HCdUjb7wjtLB%2FvyAU95WwCzowv8qYpXQQqbRQMWHezTKujl%2BukP9i%2F%2F9xr0MhLm8sSSBEfikp2wTHNVk4s45GpsDhlV8k0GjKoE2WXaPoopSx%2FQM7wn3oEFZ1aLyfpgamCbPCBL3MBh2yEKNr5yA1v0oG%2FEuK0%2BZfiCj8ZaMb%2BKU4usfpu67UTlcMItKhXPl%2Fwdk1KZ9a16pH6HrN08xondGOQ2hnZktrLSnJazSZVZoR%2BswfIlfAeFOLhU7mg0E6Z2pJnf%2FIw984gdlwrn3zLfOlXGMHNYBr%2F9Vx7vj31TxC8MXFAAFE0ES3pGshMEAHRiKlC&s2s=1

