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vlcmo a Lui, 'senza ohe io il'albbia mai vi,sto, ;perche Ie d:ifficollta del testo che 
Egli. spiegava in quest'opera.eralno iSimiili a queHe ehe io incontravo nel lessico 
dei documenti locali antichi.. Quando GIli scrissi e&ponendoGli. a.lcune difficol:ta 
mi ri'sipose con gentilezza ofiNmdomi iT Suo pregevole amto e la Sua: cara ami­
cizia. PUil'troppo la, nostra, amicizia venne presto interrottal, perche il Profes­
sore Li Gotti e deceduto ilIlliProvvisamente nel corso oi una sedutn: del Consi­
glio delilla Facol.tlt dil Lettere, nella sede delil'UniveriSita di Palermo, j.l 5 di­
cembre 1956, lasciando immersi nel dolore la consorte, unal fi;glia cd un figlio, 
oltre ad, un largo stuolo di amjci ed ammira.tori in ltalia ed' aIll'estero. 

E.R. LEOPARDI.· 

REVIEWS 
DENAIRO ViCtor, The Jflint of Jfaitfl. Re;printed from t'he "Numlismatic Chro­

nicle", Sj,xth Seri'e,s, Vol. XV, 1955. 
The MaLta Siege Ingots of 1799. Reprinted ,fil'om "Nllllrisma.tic Cir­

,eullar", Decemlber, 1956. 
iLn tihe first of tiheSie ISItudies tlhe author sketdhes ,with cllllrity tt'he history 

of ,tlhe Mint in Malt'a droliring tlhe rule of tlhe Knights of St. JoIhn. SomeiIll­
teresting deltails. are presented on rihe posi,tion of t'he Ma.ster of the MiIllt in 
ielart:ion to the goJdsmi,tiliJs and shlversmi,ths, t'he fim.arucing of the build!ing of 
V aHebt a , and the problem of count~rfe~t M'a!lte&e coins. The author also dis­
CUlSse's in greate:r detail N3IpO'leon's seizuil'e of t'he gold, silver, and jewe[s in 
tlhe Conventual Churdh of St. JoIhn and othe,r cihurdhes 'as weB as tlhe silver­
ware in the aJUiberges and i'n t'he P,Mace of tlhe Grrund Masters. Evidence is 
addluced to support tfue V'iew t'hlat the bulk of tihe silver thus seiied was mirnted 
in Malta and not lost on board tihe Orient at tihe battle of Aioou.kir Ba.y. It 
is intereJSihing to n{)l!;e tib'at tthe gold and silver coinage of t'lle Order of Sit. 
Jdhn wa:s lega[ tendCit' in Malta a.s late as 1886. Qlne of tlhe chief .merits of 
tlhi;sstu.dy . is t:hat the ,aul\:ihor has utiJized' man''UlScriprt; records in the Royal 
Malta - Li'brary. He concludes his account witlli a useful a;ppendix lisrting tlhe 

. COll1lIli'ssione~ of the Mirut f.rom 1609 to 17Q8. 
The second study dil~culsses in gJ"e'ater detail the gold and silver ingots 

struc!k in Malta in 1799 by GeIDeral Vawbors, Commander of It!he FrrenCih troops 
blockaded in Va,lJetta by the in&urgent Maltese. This article is ha&ed on notes 
fteft by Joseplh Lehru'li, tlhe Master of t'he Mirut at <that turbulent period. 
T.he autlhor point,g. out that Isome 376 gold ingots {t.nid lS'efVerail 'thoUJSand s.hlver 
ones were manufactured in Ma.Jlta i\l1i 1799. Of tlhese ilt hws been possible to 
trace onDy a few. Mr. DenarD ooncludes that probably moot Iof tihese were 
given as pay totlhe Frenc!h troops and :tlhat tfuey were taken oult of Malta 
a'nd~ melted dowl!l. in ot,her lands after the ca.pLtul~tion of tlhe Frendh garrison 
lin September, 1800. 

These two studies, ba.sed onmanl1script sources, are a real contrihution 
to the s.tudy of the nUiIllUIS'lUatic 'history of the Order of St. John.., It is to 
be hOoped t:ha.t tlhe alUil:ool' will give further ins£giht Oll tlhiis .iiIlllPort'ant topic 
in later larticles. BERNER!) CLARKE .WEBER. * 

* Professor Weber was Fullbright Lecturer in the Royal University of Malta during 
the period October 1956 - April 1957. Melita Historica is greatly indebted to Professor 
Weber for a generous donation which made it possible for this issue to appear with an 
increased number of pages. 




