Kafe fi Pjazza Regina

Nadia Mifsud

F'ghajnejja m'hawnx isbah minnha. Jistghu jgerbu kemm iridu s-snin, ghadni
gatt ma rajt sbuhija tisbog lil taghha.

Twila, Znella, xagharha lixx gastni,ghajnejha gishom giexlewziet,imnehirha
mislut pulit, karnaggjon pjuttost bajdani, tuzzana nemex mirxuxin gustuzi fug
wiccha kemxejn tawwali.

Li kieku trid, ghandha biex titkessah. Narahom iharsulha I-guvintur kull
fejn immorru. Mhux I-ewwel darba i xi hadd ipespsilha jew jghaddilha xi
kumment — avolja jkun hemm jien maghha. Ninnutaha — tbaxxi rasha, tihmar,
titbissem kemm kemm.

Meta tigbor xagharha lura, kif inhu llum, tiehu xehta ta' mara ikbar. U dak
il-flokk abjad li liebsa jixirgilha wisq. Harira trasparenti, veru. Fug haddiehor
jaf forsi jidher hamallu. Fugha, imma, jidher pulit.

Xi kultant (meta tkun burdata tajba, jigifieri), ma tiddejjagx izzommli
idi fit-trig; gieli tagbadni lambranzetta sahansitra f'nofs Strada Rjali. Erhilha
tirrakkontalixi jkun galil-Profs. Dimech Mangion waqt il-lekcer tal-Philosophy, xi
tkun kielet il-canteen, x'behsiebha tixtri ghall-birthday ta' Tania ... Gieli tehodli
rasi, specjalment jekk inkun ghadni kif hirigt mix-xoghol.

Ninnutaha, kull darba li ssemmi lil ¢ertu wiehed Neville, ghajnejha jsiru
xrar U haddejha jiehdu dik id-dagsxejn sfumatura roza. Jekk tinzerta jkollha xi
haga fidha, ibga’ ¢ert |i tibda tteftef fiha; jekk le, tbaxxi ghajnejha taparsi ged
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tifli difrejha. Lil dan Neville ma nafux. Qatt ma rajtu. Qatt ma naf li cemplilha
fug il-mobile meta konna flimkien. Milli nista’ nifhem, gieghed fl-istess kors
taghha. Nammetti, kultant inhoss bhal ghafsa gewwa fija meta ssemmih -
sejhilha ghira, jekk trid. I2zda nogghod lura mill-mistogsijiet. Naf kif inhi, u ma
rridx ingerrixha.

Drabiohra,imbaghad, bilkemm inkun ftahthalgili matahtafnix. Bhal donnu
kollox jibda jdejjagha. Ara biss ifettillek tmissilha oggett jew tmeriha mgar fug
hmerija, ghax ibga’ cert li taglaghlek il-hama ta' xhur shah u ma togghodx bi
kwietha gabel ma ¢éappashulek ma'wié¢cek. Jew inkella tinfaga’bhal buzzieqa
minfuha ftit izzejjed. lva, thati nagra bil-burdati. Bhal hafna nisa, insomma ...
ghalkernm ghandi d-dubji tieghi jekk dan kollu hux PMS, kif ghandha habta
tghid hi.Immaissatghallimt. M'ghadnixinhaggagha maghha. Inhalliha tisfoga,
imbaghad metajghaddilha, terga'tigi tkellimniminnjeddha, gisu gattmakien.
Hadd mhu perfett, wara kollox. Ghalkerm, nghiduha, gieli tirrabjani wkoll,
Mhux l-ewwel darba |i titlifli I-pacenzja u nkun se nahbat inkellimha hazin.
Imma dan l-ahhar ged nipprova kemm jista' jkun nigdem ilsieni.

llbierah mort ghand it-tabib. Minhabba l-ugigh li gieli nhoss fl-istonku.
Baghatnil-isptar naghmelxitestijiet. Ir-rizultatighandhomikunu fidil-gimgha
d-diehla. Lilha ghadni ma tarraftilha xejn. Ma rridhiex tinkwieta.

Mumenti bhal dawn huma rari. It-tnejn li ahna mhabbtin. Jien bix-xoghol,
hi bl-istudju. Nghidilha darbohra, mhux illum. Niehu gost naraha mohh ir-
rif, imgar ghal ftit sighat. Dalwagt gejjin I-ezamijiet. Nistenna sakemm ikunu
ghaddew l-ezamijiet.

Niggustaha. Niggustaha kif tkun trid kollox pulit u bl-ezatt, kif kollox tiehu
bis-serjeta u tinfiska meta ohtha z-zghira ‘tissellef’ xi gerzi jew flokk minn
taghha u bhas-soltu tispicca ttebbaghhulha. Niggustaha kif xi kultant taghti
titwila minn taht il-ghajn hi u ghaddejja minn quddiem il-vetrini tal-hwienet
biex tara jekk tidhirx orrajt.

Wagt li geghdin hawn bilgieghda nixorbu kafé ghax-xemx go Pjazza
Regina, nipprova nehditha minn mohhha ghadhiex behsiebha titlaq ghal
ftit zmien barra minn Malta ladarba tkun lestiet il-kors. Go mohhi ghaddej
hsieb bhal xafra — jekk tassew hu kif ged jissuspetta t-tabib, se jkolli nibda
I-kimoterapija minn hawn u hmistax ohra. Qed nipprova nikkatkula kemm
baga’gimghat ghall-ezamijiet wagt li hi ghadha mitlufa tghidli fuqg il-karozza
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li xtrat sehbitha Tania. Nipprova nwarrab dawn il-hsibijiet minn mohhi. Bla
ma naf kif, nispic¢a ghal darb'ohra nifli wi¢cha sal-icken dettall. Bhas-soltu,
inhossni nisker fil-gmiel taghha.

Nixtieq nghidilha i nhobbha, iktar minn kollox u minn kulhadd. Nixtieq
nghidilha kemm ged nibza'

Imbaghad thares lejn I-arlogg. Tghidli: "Ahjar immur, ma, inkella se nasal
tard. Lil shabi ghidtilhom fil-hdax u nofs!

Ninnota r-raffinatezza li biha tqum bilwiegfa u zzerzaq il-basket minn ma’
spallitha x-xellugija ghal fug genbha I-lemini.

“Mur, qalbi. Hu gost,” nghidilha.

U nibga' nhares lejha, naraha titbieghed.
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