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Prof. Aquilina at~ended varIOUS international congresses, the latest was 
the Seventh International Congress of Onomastic Sciences where he read a 
paper on Influenze Arabe Sulla Toponomastica Maltese which was published 
jn the proceedings of this Congress. 

To commemorate all these activities and in recognition of the valuable 
services rendered to the Maltese language a succcessful Soiree Lyrique was 
organised by the Societe Academique Mal.ta;se held in March. 

W. F. BE,LUZZI. 

* * * 
An interesting addition to local literature is the first number of the "Maltese 

Folklore Review edited by J. Cassar Pullicino, A.L.A., (Giov. Muscat & Co. 
Ltd. Printers 5 j-). The perspective of time has rendered of greater value to 
students specializing in this facet of historical research. Beyond this sphere 
its appeal is bound to be limited and its popularity is sub~ect to the limitation 
imposed to all multilingual publications. 

A study on the marketing of farm produce featured by Prof. J. Galea and 
allother by Prof. Raffaele concerning Malta and its Festas are worthy of 
particular attention. The Maltese Folk songs contributed by the editor can be 
taken as a gauge for the philosophical tend'enc;es of the older generations of 
these islands. 

W. F. HELL lZZI. 

* * * 

NEWS OF THE SOCIETY 

The following members ot the ISociety were honourled by the Ita:liJan 
Government in recognition of their promotion of ItalianOulture in Malta:-

Professor J. Manche (M.D., Vice Chancellor and Rector Magnificus of the 
RoyaUMalta University, was awarded the gold Meda1. 

,Chevalier Vincenzo iBonello, the silver medal, for work connected with 
Italian art. 

The JRev. Father Bonaventura Fiorini O.F.M. 'Conv., the bronze medal. 

* * * 
IDr. P. Cassar M.D. and iDr. Edward Sammut LL.,D. were both elected 

Fellows of the Royal Historical Society. 

* * * 
Dr. Edward Sammut iLL.i]). and :Mr. E.R. Leopardi were received into 

the 'Sovereign Military Order of Malta as First Class Donats. 
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Professor J.H. Xuereb U.D., was appointcd to be a Judge of Her 
Majesty's ,superior Courts of Malta. 

* * * 
Dr. A. Cachia Zammit M.D., Dr. A. Paris M.D., and Dr. H. Ganado were 

ejected Members of the Legislative Assembly. 

IDr. A. Cachia Zammit was appointed Minister of Emigration, Labour and 
Social W'clfare, and Dr. A. Paris was appo:nted Minister of Education 

Mr. W. F. Bellizzi was elected Secretary of the M.A.S. 

IMr •. B. Galea, has published "In-NiseI tal-Knisja f'Malta," Dipartiment 
tal-Informazzjoni, Malta, 1961. 

* * * 
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ALPHONSE SAMMUT, O.F.M. Conv., The Eucharistic Fast in the Light of 
the Last Papal Documents - Christus Dominus, 6th Jan. 1953; Sacram 
Communionem, 19th March ] 957 (Pontificia Facultas Theolog.ica S.cti 
Bonaventurae O.F.M. Conv. in Urbe, Dissert, ad Laur., 39). Padova 
1957, Ed. Miscellanea Francescana. In-8vo, pp. XX-156. lets. /6d. 

In these last years the whole Eucharistic fast discipline has been reordered, 
mitigated and simplified to the utmost. Pope Pius XJiI of holy memory pro
m~_tlgated first an Apostle Constitution: Christus Dominu.s (6th Jan. 1953) 
to which the Holy Office attached an InstNlction, and then a Motu Proprio: 
Sacram Communionem (lgth March 1957). It was by this last Papal document 
that the already outstretching concessions of the Christus Dominus were made 
easier and extended to all the faithful. Thus the Motu Proprio &bolishes all 
previous legislat'on and opens a new era in the history of the Eucharistic fast 
(pp. XVIII, 55). 

What motivated the innovations in the decade 1950-60 were not the idea 
that the traditional law was in itself too severe or the fear of an attitude of 
rebellion against Church legislation on the part of the catholics (p. 55). The 
changes and mitigations of the Eucharistic fast reveal the maternal care of the 
Church who is fully aware of the many hardships ensuing from the frightful 
wars of this century and of the conditions of modern life which impaired in 
no small degree bod;ly health and constitution (,pp. XVIII, 55). A solution 
:lad to be sought and the Church prudently intervened offering to the faithful 
an easier access to the Eucharistic banquet (pp. XVIIs) which fortifies them 
in the long and wearisome journey to their eternal salvation (p. XVIII). 

No more fasting from midnight is required from the communicants. Only 
a minimum of three hours fast from solids is now prescribed. Water may be 
taken any time before Mass or Holy Communion (p. XIX). The catholics all 

. (.ver the world gratefully thanked the prevident Father, who so paternally 


