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ENTERTAINMENT -

PAST AN D PRESENT

DR. V » M . PELLEGRINI, LL. D,

In 1894 Vincent Busuttil, a Governuent headmaster at Vittoricsa
publisiew a booklet entitled ‘holiday oJustoms in Matta', witl a
sub~title - Sports, usages, ceremenies, omens anu superstitioans
of the Maltese people. For those who have not follonwee¢ folklore
and are not 'au courant' with the usages and custows of tle
Maltese people, this booklet provides a good introduction of
Maltese folkzore and a vivid picture of the way iMaitese enter-
¥siped themselves bofore the era opened opened up by the Cinema,

dadio and Television.

Bporadic theatrical shows were attendeu by a section of the
Maltese mostly those who liveu in the capital city Valletta as
weki as the surrcunding towns anu villages, bowever, the
peasants and otker folk living in the far-off Casals hou to

wait patiently for their shareof entertairwment which took place
during a village festa or some national festivivy connecteu with

a historical event,

Busuttil collecteu many of th.se events and attempted brieily
te exgiaiu their ori_in and also their siguificance., e ccnei-
uerered the Haltdse peuple tc be "very teracious ¢iX their olu
usages handed down to thew from tiume iwuueuorial, as any other
people the world over." e admitted that although variovs
usages survive their wotive in wost cases is forgotten amc

that 'older nmythologies are sowctiues altered to weet the exi-

gencies of the new creeu.'
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ihe booklet is divideu into three parts; the first part refers
to ecclesistical recurrencies; the second part is deaicatec to
sport znd usages an the third part deals with omens and

superstitions.

In the first part Busuttil desls with the ever populer ieast
days, emphasizing that these festas were enjoyeddy all rich ana
poor alike. They are generally connecteu wit the reiigion of
the poeple and are held in honour of Our woré, of the olesseu

Virgin or the patron saints of eavery town and vidiage.

4 characteristic of the Maltese pecplc is their light hearted
Werrywanlilg, which is expresseu il dai guathorings, be thece
private or public, but of course it used to be wore evicent
on tneo.casion oI the Viilage Ies8%a au wpoucur ot ibs rasrer
weint,
These festas today are losing twuch of tke enthusiasw wticl
surroundec. the: in the past and the reason is ¢bvious as tcday
tlic people, inclusive of workers, herdsmen end farpers have wany
pore occasions to atiract thew. Sesides there Las been trenen-
progress aucng o1l classes of Zne population and therefore
varicus interests have cropped up tkus dimishing tne naticnal
apd folklcristic iupact owing to vario.s new attractions,
“lie people today are interested in various sports, fcotball and
horse racing the favourites. ‘Uuranspcrt frow one village to
another and from 2il villages tc thecapital Valletta, w.c b.come
easier and conseguently people can now move from place to plawe

quicker and nore cheaply.
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As a result the varicus atiractiorns auvertising either cineuwa
snows, theatre perioruances or wuistu—danciug are wituin the
reach of everyone. in ac?itior to this we hrve 2adiv ard IV
program.es and a couplete picture emerges of a New Malte
eisbracing nodern trends and cowmsequently forgetting its ola

preferences for simpler and wore natioral intercourse which

wsed to be the apex of entertainuent in past days.

Moreover as the wsaltese people today have a high standard o%

of living, poverty having dininisheu substontially, tkis new
way of life engenders with it new taostes. Ip this respect we
observe that the stalls . rat used to Dbe erecteu in the streects
or in the piazzas, offering cheap pastries and sweetuegfs have
today changed to nore expensive itues and nvt uerely reswvricted

to pastizzi and kassatet, the majority preferria, to have their

refreshenents in luxurious bars, ke purely fol.ioristic
reprants in this line are the gaily decorated stells usca by

nougat sellers next to churches #x® during fescas,

U Lue other aalie, Wao $¢ill rewews.rs tot.y the piciturescue
figure, with an liaste.n touck of the boy selling tuublers of
icea waters frow o barrel slung acrous Lkis sk _ullers? Or else
in the moon-1it evenings, the playing of iandclines, guitars
and violins thirough the streets of Valletta- the musicians
stopping now ana then before the Louses of themorepopular

and well known pecple or under the window of a uusician's

swe.theart?

1473



S

e

B

~ 2] =

EMTERTAI MVENT —— PAST AND PRESEMT DR« VM, PELLEGR] N]

wven tke humble bars in out-of-the-way strects in Valletta or
those of the Casals are no wore frequented by the folk-singers

of old, who before used to delight the bars' patroms with comic
songs enlivened with plenty of local and pointed perscnal
allusions, especially in 'spirtu pront' {(warehearseu cuwpetitions,
Yoday it is either the iadio or the Television that kéeps spell-

bound the tired workera who still freguent sucu bars,

1t is only in religious festas that tke old felkiore still
persists, principally during the Iun rja end ban Girgor festas,
Lllalga, a corruption of 'luminaria' frowm the itluwination which
whick talies place at the vVathedral Clrurch or uJdina cn tee feast
of $3t. Pete and Lt. saul is cliaracterised by merrynakiag and
excessive eating and drinking at tle duskett dGaruens till late
at night. 4n agricultural show is held at the same garueus ouw
once again t.e liveliest connection with te-days entertainuent
is the horse racing which takes place, in the afterncuvn of June
the 29th, whick climaxes one of malta's National festivities.
tn the other kand, San Girgor, though strictly connecteu with
a vow wsade to 5t., Gregory to whose intercission the maltese nad
recourse in 1519 when the Is.and was struck by z2n epideuic
disease, the people, after having seen the colouriul procegsion
and tie flourishing in the air of the fraterzities' banners,
ir spite of pnlicc interventicn owing to the danger which night
befsli ou the spectaturs' heads end up at Marsaxiklokk. Here
again hearty eating anu urinking tuses place aud Crildren take

& yre-su. .er dip .n the b autiful sayslue sea,
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in conclusicn one ay say that entertainwent varies according

to the march of tiue as well as to one's pecuniary possidiiities,
but the truth recwains t at our forefathers enjoyea their sinple
Jife in o much lLealthier way and with wvore eathusiasu than is
done today. sll this nothwithstandin, tae sophisticateu enjoy-
Lents vilered at exnorbitent prices ana berelu ui tuat

Cusantinl vy ituaillyg, wiich cuce chanccteriseu wmaltese entertain—

ment in no uncertain manner,

L -GHAQDA TAL-FOLKLORE MALTI GHANDHA L—CGHAM LI lGGI® ll-
QUOD JEM L= STUDJU. TAL=FOLKLORE TAGHNA, BILLI THAJJAR L.ILL-
MALT{N JAPPREZZAW U JIPPREZERVAW [L-MEMORJA TA" DRAWWLET,
GHERF, GHIDUT, ILBHNES, TWEMMEN U CIRKUSTANZI OHRA LI
IL-MAL TIiIM TA'! OARILNA KLEMUN JHARBTU WHCCHOM MAGHHOM KULJUM.
L=GHAQDA TILOA' MEMBRL Bl HLAS ANMWALL Ta' 25¢ FIs=SENA, L[ZDA
TIODEPEND] UKOLL MENM DONAZZJONLJIET BRLEX TISTA' TLAHHAD MA

L-LSPEJJUEZ KBAR LI GHANDHA BLEX TORGANTZZA ATTIVITAJIET SIEWJA.
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