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VANISHING FGLKLCORISTIC
USAGES | by V.M, PELLEGRINL,LL,D.

With the passing of time, and of course with the vrogress
generated in civilised an? expanding countries, including Malt,
various folkloristic usages are doomed to vanish. This may
hapnen for the benefit of the whole population, but the loss of
certain traditions may lessen the colour of the environment
wherein we have to live,

To begin with, horse-~racing has long been a very popular
event, and it has always atiracted great crowds of peonle,
offering enthusiastic enjoyment to all and sundry. In
various countries, todayd horseracing is combined with lotter-
ies and fabulous cash prizes, and this, to a certain extent,
has changed the healthy competition and sporting aims of racing,
with ‘the commercial greed and anxious expectations of the
Competitors, who are generally more interested in the prize
money than in the racing "ut sic',

Here in Malta, horse-racing is now more established as a
snobbish sport, and has its fixed abode at the Marsa racing
ground, The only traditional horse racingAis limited to the
Mnarja event, which takes place at Rabat, but in the past there
were at least ®wo other events of horse~racing wvhich were tryly
enjoyable, nopular, offereing a festive mood for the people
in all wakks of life, These were the Saint Roque races ,
which took »nlace from Marsamxett harbour to Floriana, along
Great Siege Road, Thers was also the Carmelite races which ‘
started at Sliema, along the Strand to Gzira, I still remember
them both, and feel nostalgic for those bygone days.

Other recollections of the past, are the performances of
the popular bands, famous among wibh was that of "Il-Banda ta'
Indrit' ", These popular bands were rather nopular, and in
Valletta, there were, at one time, more than a hundred bandsmen
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precious items among the amassed wares of mysterious origin.
Today's 'monti' is a popular market where the hawkers display
wares which could be found and bought at any shon in Republic
Strect, (formerly Kingsway) any day of the weck, The
"Monti'! of yore in what is now Merchants Street, displayed on
either sicde of the street, all kinds of old and new odds and
ends, One could find old iron, Indian shawls, shin cordage,
figurines, glass and china ware, and at times bonnets, caps,
hats and v:getables, together with clothing, cloth, birds,
with prices varying from stall to stall, and barhains
available, Second hand books and magazines offercd fantastlc
opportunities, with nagazines at one nenny each, and gobd»
conditioned books at sixnhence. It was like a feast for
Valletta, colourful and adventurous, which, I am afraid

has lost most of its treasure~hunt spirit.

Carnival! Yees, whose carnival is it? This unique enter-
tainment ig today restricted to events in an enclosure, with
entrance against a congiderable fee, and a parade of floats,
mostly commercial, and a few deforated trucks with comnanies,
noisy and colourful, bult enjoyed only by thosc who satisfy
themselved with a fleecting show,.

Years ago, Carnival was a different thing altogether.

It was the »oublic at large that created it, with nasked narties
invading the streets, making merry with friends, throwing
sweets and confetti, and making the spectators feel narticin-
ants in thedtr merriment,

There was then the 'Konslu', a ragged person in tails and
top-hat, with a roll of w»archment in his hand, reading 'bandi!
jokes and asatirical remarks about wersonalities of high stand-
ing. He always ende d by being the target for egzs and tom-
atoes, but everyphing was done in a hilamtous manner, to the
enjoyment of both the 'konslu' kimself and the shectators,
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The Palace Square became a veritable open ball-room

where on one side tokk »nlace the 'Parata' commemorating the -
Victory of the Maltese over the Turkish invaders, involving

the giving of a.bride to her bridegroom, generally a little

boy and girl dressed in traditional wedding costumes. On

the other side of the Palace Square was the 'Komitiva', , -
This was a dancing band which started moveingz fpom the lower
part of Old Bekery oStrect, towards the valace Square, wherc
dancing took place by masked or mask-less counles in fancy
dress, There was real revelry, with Carnival joy evident
everywhere, Now all this has gone with the wing, and even N
Carnival awnjcars to have become regimented, The weonle have h
lost the call of carnival, which is nowadays restricted to
children, who are not worricd with adult »nroblems of life.

- Another event which awparently has lost its glamour is
students! graduation day. Pranks and fun have been sufiocated
and and studentst! life is the worst for it, Students today ™
have lost their exuberance, and have grown beyond their age,
which does not augur well for a ha »ny care—frée 1ife which

we all desire,

Ghas-sena 1983, il-Kumitat hejja attivitajiet 1i ser isiru .
£1 .lettembru, 1i jkunu tahdita u ezibizmjoni. - Ghal
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L-Imbhara. Tl-membri jircievu'cirkularijiet necessarji.
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