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KWADRU' NRU 9 

TAL~HOBZL-GHAJN TAr L~ILMA _ . ___ J~ __ .~._.~~ __ ~ __ ,_~ .• 

DARI! I.L-HAJJA KIENET TKUN AKTAR FIT-TOROQ. FOST OHRAJN KIEN 

JGHADD li TAL-HOBZ B 1:L1..-KARRETTUN LI KIEN I KUN ISFAR 9 BL­

IXKAFEF GH!-\\LL-H08Z 9 B I:lL-M I Z IEN U' L~KEXXUN TAL-FLUS. KIEN 

l.KOLLU GANG BI EX JIGBED HOBZ I Elf M /'LL-FOND TAL-KAXXA, lil-HOBZ 

KIEN JINTIZEN U TINGHATA IL-GONTA. ILMA GHAX-XORB KIENU 

JI.MLEWH MlILL~GHAJN TAT-TRIQ, (JEW rpOMP') QABEL MA BEDA 

JIDHOL FID-DJAR. QABEL DIN L-GHAJN KIENU JUZAW TAL-BIR. 

UL-MUFT I H' KIEN JINZAMM GHAND X I; HADD QR I B l-GHAJN, TALLA8A 

K~ENHAWN KULLIMKIEN, QABEL MA ZVILUPPAT L-GHAJNUNA SOCJALI 

U' L-PENSJON I JIET, GHALHEKK KIENU JKUNU F I KULL I<ANTUN I ERA, 

JITOLBU' 'KARITA', JEW IHABBTU' L-BIBIEN. 

PAINTLNG No. 9 
! 

. BRE ~~~.s_~_J: U B~..lQ..1~JE~~I!jp. 

THE BREADSELLER'S CART' USED TO BE O~E OF THE LANDMARKS f.N 

THE STREETS, TOGETHER WITH' A HOST OF OTHER HOR6EDRAWN VEHICLES, 

THE CART HAD APPROPRIATE COMPARTMENTS FOR BREAD ST:ORAGE, INGL~ 

UDING ITS ROOF, AND WAS PROVIDED WITH A DRAWER FOR MONEY~ SUR-

MQUNTED BY.A HANG I.NG BALAf\JCE. BREAD WAS WE~I GHED ON THE spor, 
AND ADDI110NAL P I ECES ADDED AS REQU I RED. POTABLE WATEf< WAS 

AVA1LABLE AT THE PUBL.IC WATER TAP OR PUMP, WELLS \JVERE COMMON~ 

BUT MOSTLY INFECTLVE, AND DOMESTIC WATER IN HOMES CAME LATER, 

B.EGGARS WERE A COMMON SI GHT I N THE STREETS, BEFORE THE DEV'­

ELOPMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES, AND COULD BE SEEN AT STREET 

CORNERS, OR WENT ROUND, CALLING ON HOUSEWIVES FORALMS. 
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J.~ -N ~YifrYlS:Ji~~ (I) 

META KIEN IMUT XI HADD, SKmJD IL-MEZZI TAL-FAMILJA, I<IENU 

J I KRU I~-NEWW I EHA JEW B II<KEJA, DAWN 1< I D~U' JMORr~U FI DAR I L­

MEJJET, U BHALA WI.RJA TA' DISPJACIR U VIST,U', I<IENU JAC;,ILBU 

L-BOROf.J1 U L-KZAZEL, B I EX GHAL TL I I. JIEM MA JS I RX T I SJ I R 

F l D-DAl~ 9 J I GBRU N-N I m~UFU~J M I NN MA L-80ROM U: L:,foKENUR, u' 

JHAfvif'v1GU FEJN HEMM DEKORAZZJON I B I Z-ZEBGH/\. KIENU JAQTGHU 

FRIEGHI. MID-DIEL_JA BIEX TISSIMBOLIZZA T-TELFt"; TA' MEMB(~U Tt\L-
~ \' , 

FAM I.LJA, JE KI< II<UI~ HE[Aivl ZIEMEL 9 K I Ef~U WKOLL JA (,ITGHULU 

L-LANZIT TA' DENBU. I NKWA 1\\ ,I KIENU J I TN I ZZLU, st GG I JIET 

U BANKETT I J I NQALBU 9 U .x I 0ARAR J I TK I SSRU', KOLU~X BHALA VI SJU, 

PA I NT I NG NiJ, 10 

.ttJREDl MOtJIRNER-? (I) 

ON THE DEATH~ OF A MEMBER OF J\ HOUSEHOLD 9 IT USED TO BE THE 

CUSTOM TO H I RE WOMEN TO CRY' OVER THE DEAD', THE I f< NUMBER 

DEPENDING ON THE FINANCIAL MEANS OF THE Ff-lMIU( I.N MOUF~~,JING, 

THESE USED TO SE DRESSED II~ 8LACI<, MJD Of~ Er~TER I NG lTHE 

HOUSE OF THE D[CEASED THEY TURNED OVER THE POTS AND PANS 

SO THAT FOR TH~EE DAYS THERE WOULD SE NO COOKING, THEY 

COLLECTED SOOT FROM AROUND 9 M~D SO I LED PA l (\jTV\jORKI,~ THE HOUSE, 

THE\' SROKE SOME JARS, D I SPLACED CHt\ I RS AND STOOLS, REMOVED 

WALL PICTURES. BRANCHES FROM THE GRAPEVINE WERE SNIPPED OFF 

DENOTING THE LOSS OF A HOUSEHOLD MEMBER, AND IF A HORSE WAS 

PRE$~J>lT ON THE GROUNDS, I TS TA I L Wfp'S CUT .OFF. 
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. liN-NEWV/IEHA" tZ) 
" -..,...."'".,.,~~~._"--_ .. ,.-..._---

l 

WARA li JKUNU HARBTU L-KC 1 NA U NHAW I OHl\A TAD-DAR, I N-NEWW lEHA 

IQENU, JMm~RU F'ILL-KAMRA TAL-MEJJET, JGHATTU L-GHAMARA UI L ..... 

KVVADRI, K I:F UKOLL I T-TW I EQ I. . 1< l ENU JLESTU BHAL AL TAR FflLL-
, 

1<J~MF\A9 UI HEMM UKOLL. JAQILBU XI SIGGIJ,IET U' GARAR, JI;BDEW 

LNEWHU U JILMINTAW BIEX JURU DISPJACIR U~ JGHIDU XL GEK(jLATO\~JI. - . 

K I,ENU, WKOLL IQATTGHU X li BCEJJEC M I.NN XAGHRHOM l:Jl JPOGGUHOM 

FUQ IL-MEJJET. I<I:EN HEMM MI,N IOIEGHED ~")LATT MELH' FUQ IL-

JJET GHAX KIENU JAHSBU L I DAN KELLU S-SETGHA LI J I PPRESERVA 

L-G I SEM U SAHHA FI LL-GEJJ I EN". 

P A LNT I NG No I I 

tLLE,SP. lv10VRNJ_R~ (2) 

AFTn~ DEALI~JG WI.TH THE KITCHEN AND OTHER PARTS OF ll-fBE"HO~SE:, 
THE H I RED MOURNERS P ROCEED TQ THE "ROOM \!VHERE THERE I S THE BODY 

OF. TtlE DECEASED, THERE THEY AlSO OVERTURN CHt,1 RS AND BREAK 

. SOME POTTERY. THEY COVERED PICTURES AND FURNITURE, AND 

ALSO: THE, WI NDOWS. A smn OF AL TAR WAS AfmM~GED ON ONE SI DE 

OF THE ROOM, AND THE H I RED WOMEN STArnED TO \IvA I L AND GEST I CUL·­

ATE, AND I.NCLUDE OTHEf~ MANUAL AND VERBAL MANIFESTATIOI~S OF 

SORROW. THEY ALSO PULLED OrF B I TS OF THE I f~ HA I R A~JO PLACED 

THE TUFTS QN THE CORPSE. SOMETIMES, A PLATE OF SALT 
I 

WAS PLACED ON THE CORPSE ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT IT PRESERVtD 
I 

BODY AND SOUL, BES I DES HAV I NG OTHER MAG I C:~L P\~OPERT l ESo 
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Il-TBAHHIR TAD-DAB 

r"!LL-G /,MGHA TA I L-GH ID, I L-KB,I R 9 1< I:ENET T I NDAQQ I,L-GLORJA 9 

NHAf\ LS-SIBT, WAQT ID-DAQQ TAL-QNIEPEN KULHADD KIEN ICEKCEK 

'-HABBAT U' JAGHMEL HSEJJES OHRA, FID-DAR, BARRA, FILL-HWIENET 

U; I<ULL !f\;1K.1 EN. FOST DAWN 9 OMMI JIET L f KELLHOM TRAB li SE J I T I,LOU 

JIMXU, KIENU JITTANTAW IWAQQFUHOM FUQ ,SAQAJHOM, UKOLL XI 

OJv1lvJI.JIET KIENU: JAHARQU FTI.T WERAQ T,~Z-ZEBSUG M1W~ HADD IL­

PAUvl, u: JIMXU B I,HI M/~D-DAR KOl_LHA 9 J,I BD~W M I N[\J FUQ lJi J I $P I CCAW 

ISFEL, WAQT LI, JGHIDU XI, GEKULATORJI, BIT-TFAL J[MXU MAGHHOM, 

DAN I;T-TBAHHH~, GHt-\LKEMM KIEN ISI(~ F'SENS RELIGJUZ, I<IEN 

DRAWWA PAGAf\JA BSAZATA FUQ SUPERSTIZZJONIJffT ~-EJN KI.EN HEMM IL­

FEHMA L' JITKECCEW L-ISPIRTI HZIENA JEW L __ HEKK IMSEJHA GHAJr\] 

HAZINA, 

PAJlIlJTI;NG No. 1,2 

!nJM I GI\ TI m~ 

THE SUR.N ING OF HERBS AGA I NST ALL EVEL USED TO,; SE,' PR.EVALENT 

ALL OVER TM:[ ISLANDS, BASED Qr,J PAGAN SEL LEFS AND SUPERST I T I m~ 

A I MED AT HEAL I NG THE I LLS OF HUMA~JS !\ND A N I MALS, AGA I [\]ST EVI L, 

SPIRITS AND EVIL EYE. ALTHOUGH' CHRISTIANITY TOOK OVER AS 

THE LOCAL REL I G 10N? FUM LGAT I ON CONTHJUED IJN A MOD I F I ED Fm~M, 

MANY rAMILIES USED TO FUMIGATE THEIR HOME ON EASTER SATURDAY 

WHE~J THE CHUf<CH BELLS RANG THE 'GLORIA' , THEY BURNT SOME OLIVE 

LEAVES OBTAINED FROM 1"ALM SUNDAY CEREMO~JIES9 AND WHILST THEY 

PRA YED, WENT ROUND THE HOUSE TO R l.D I T OF EV I L, 
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I,L-G I LWA TAT - T I.EG 
.~~',.,. ~---~. 

IL:-G I LWA I<1.ENEjT TVJASSAL L I LL-GHARAJJE S LEJN IL-I<N I SJA. (lUDD I EM 

KIEN IKUN HEMM GHANNEJA IFAHHRU LILL .... GHARAJJES tr L-rAMILJA 

TAGHHOM •. WAf~AJHOM KIENU :JIGU ZEWG IRGIEL IGORRU' HLEWWIET GO - ; . " 

PLATT FUQ RASHOM,WIEHED B.'tv1AKTUR WlffQAF,PINGUW BIS-SAGRA rAM-

JA, LJEHQ(~ FIH' glGURI TAL-GHARAJES, TAL-HELJJ. RAGEL KI,EN 

LGORR IMB~D U XEMGHA GHALL-KAPPtLLAN. XI HADD KIEN IGORR 

lJJCENS u' IEHOR I,QASSAM X I HELU. I L~BALDA I<K IN K IU~U JGORRUH' 

X L QRABA 9 BL-GHARAJJES TAHTU, WAf~A I 1< I ENU JIMXU TAL--FAM I LJA u' 

MISTIDNIN. FUQ IL-HARRIEGA TAr, TIEQA HEMM .QASRIJ/~ TA' HAXIXA 

AROMATIKA, Lil TAVZA L/. F-f 011< ID-DAR HEMM XI. XBEJBA GHAZ-ZWIEG, 

BLZ-ZMIEN, I.L-BALDAKI<liN SPICCA, U BAQA' BISS GHfJALL PROCESSJO~JI 

TAS-SAGl~AMENT. L-I LB I ES K I E~J SKOND I L-MEZZ I TAL-GHARAJJES. 

P,~ I N T I NG NJ. ! 3 
THE WEDDI.NG PROCESSION 
-.....,.""~""""'~"""'''''_-....-....~''''-", ......... _'''-........ ~.-"--_.-

THE ENGAGED COUPLE LEFT THE G I RL I S HOUSE 1lDWARDS THE CHURCH. 

SICIANS SANG ODES AND PLAYED MUSIC TO HONOUR THE OCCASION. 

FOLLO\N ING THEM CAME TWO MEI~ VJ I TH' TRAYS ON THE I R HEAD, cr;ON'VA I.N;f­

SWEI:TS, AND SURMOUNTED BY F I GURES OF- THE COUPLE IN CONFECT-

10N, AND A KEl~CHIEF. DEPICTING THE HOLY rAMILY. A MAN Cl'iRRIED 

W INE AND CANDLES FOR THE P!\K I SH PR lEST, SOMEONE ELSE 0 I sm I OOTID 

SWEETS TO CH I LDREN, AND ANOTHEF\ CARl\ lEO BURN I NG HERBS. FOUR 

LAT I VES CARR I ED THE CANOPY UNDE\\ WH I CH' WAL-KED THE BR I DE AND 

GROOM. THERE FOLLOWED RELA T I VES AND FR IENDS. THE AR.QMATI C 

PLANT PLACED OUTS I DE THE W I NDOW DE~JOTES A G I RL AVA I LABLE FOR 

RRIAGE INSIDE THAT HQhlSE. 
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l2.{) NDb.LJ:~ S_L 
META I<R I STU JITLA I S-SEMA 9 I 5S I R I L-FESH\ TA I LflPS I a I S I RU 

BOSTA CELEBRAZZJONIJIET U HEMM DIVEt~SI DRAV\fV,rlET FID-DLNJ!\. 

F'MALTA I< I ENU J I DD I LETTAW JARMAW I L-Bt\NDL I M I.NBARRA LI X I 

WHUD, UI<OLL JIEHDU L-EWWEL GHAWMl'i. KEMM BAr~RA9 I< I F UKOLL 

F I D-DJ/\R 1< I ENU: JA RMi\W Bt\NDL I T!~' I<ULL GHMJlLA a fiD-DAR 

I<l.ENU J I TBANDL~' FUQ I L-BE JT 9 JEW IDENDLU L-BANDLA FI X I BI ESa 

GHi~L FTIT GIE L-I I<IEN HE~'1M MIN JISSELLEF' XI. TAVLA fvll.S-S0DDA, 

lJ JORQOTHA BEJN ZEVJG S I GR I ET FI LL:-Gf\ll D~, BI LL t GUGM~ELLI 

MA TANTX KIEN HAWN, IT-TFAL KIENU JSIBU DIN L-OI<KAZJONI BIEX 

ISIBU AI<TAR BIEX JILGHABU. 

PA INT I NG j\j'J. 14 

SVJ I ~~GS ON ASCENT I ON DAY 
~ .... _.-~...,.----~_. --.,._....,... -,"", .. --...--=-~ .. ", 

APART FROM MANY OTHER ACTIVITIES TO CELEBRATE ASCENTION DAY, 

I T WAS CU\~nOMARy. FOR OUR PRESDECESSORS TO SET UP SVV I NGS OF ALL 

TYPES AT HOME AND IN 'THEOPEN. MAKESH 1FT SW I NGS WERE 

HUNG FROM SOMEWHERE ON THE [~OOF T Of) , OR I ~~S I DE THE HOME IN 

SOME DOORVVA y, \. SEVERAL USED TO BORROW ONE OF THE PLAN I<S 

SUPPORTING THE MATRESS IN THE BED, AND USED IT TIED UP BET-

WEEN TWO Tt~EES9 Of~ SllliSPENDED' FROM A LARGE TREE. TOY'S 

AND ENTERTA 1 NMENT WERE SCARCE I N THE. PAST9 A~jD CH I LDREN FOUUD 

TH IS AS ANOTHER OCCAS l ON TO ENJOY THEMSLEVES .. 



-4')-

K:·"JARDU Npu 15 

KASTELL I LANDIER 
., __ ...:..t...~~ __ --._L~'-.-.,..,~_"_._':''"'''''"-,-' .. 

GELLE\NZ, LEWZ 9 GEWZ,~' KIENU' MHUX B I SS JUZA\tJHOrA GHALL-I KEL, tZDA 

VJ/(OLL ISERVU GHALL·-LOGHOB TAT-TFAL. LOGHOB B'DAWN KIEN I\SIR 

L-jI:(/(TAR rI.LL-HAR I FA . U X-X I TWA 0 FI NOVEMBRU /( I ENET TAHBAT I L­

FESTA TAl. SAN MARTIN, u' LIT-TFAL KID~U ~TU:HOMLHOM \\IGAL_ FLIMKfEN 

I X I T I.N, HOBZ U QAGHQA TAL-GHASEL, KOLLOX GOL-BORZA TA I S/\N 

RT IN. rOST J L-LOGHOB KELLHOM D II( TAL-.-KA STELL I, FE JNI POGGU : 

Ef<SA I GELLEWZIEfT GHAMLA TA" PIRAMIDl\, UJI,Mr\·11(~AW GHALIHOM. IL­

LANDlfR, BHAL BOSTA OHRAJN.9 .I<IE~J J/~SAL WASLA SAT-TRIQ REGOLA(~­

~~T,BI[X IJJ-NISA TAD-:-DlJAR ISEWVVU KTI.ELI, U I(ZAZEN, /(ALDARUNI U 

J I J I.ET, "U BOSTi~ OGGETT I. OHRA JN LJ KELLHGrJ1 F I D-DAR, 

P I~ I N T 1 NG No 15 

I CASTL.ES l T I NSM I TH 
~----~"-,~-,-"--_._,~ 

HAZELNUTS, ALMONDS, WALNUTS AND OTHER SPEC IE S OF NUTS USED [\jOT 

ONL Y TO BE FREC)UENT ART I CLES OF FOOD, I N THE PAST, BUT ALSO 

SE RVED AS AHT! CLE S FOR THE -ENJOYME~JT OF CH I LDREN. THEY WE\~E 

MAINLY AVAILABLE IN AUTUMN AND WINTER, AND CHILDREN WERE GIVEN 

A BAGFUL OF' NUTS IN NOVEMBER, ON THE FEAST OF ST. MA(~TIN, ONE 

GAME CONSISTED OF GROUPS OF HAZELNUTS FORMING SMALL PYRAMIDS, 

I OH \NEf~E A I MED AT BY CONTEST/-\NTS, IN THE STREET ONE 

USED FREQUENTLY TO SE:~ THE T / ~\ISM I TH WHO TUlrNED UP REGULA[~L,( 

TO (~EPA I \~ POTS AND PANS BROUGHT TO H livl BY HOUSEW I VES, 
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XOGHQl TAL-QFJE.E 

K I,ENUJt\QTGHU .. I L~QASAB M lll-W ID I EN, U JN I:XXFILJJIfOM. fl . ...;Q,~Si~8 

KIENU: Jl\QTGHUH /:RQ 1.((.) M I T-TUIL, B rR-RONKA. KIENU) JIBDEW J f N-

HADMU M ELL-Q I·EGH' ~L-FUiQ. K I:ENU JAGHTU' DAQO IET FUQ Il-(:AS-

BIET BIEX JIDHLU SEWWA F'POSTHOM, WAQT LI JINHADEM IL-GENB. 

B LEX J·l SSAHHAH I.L-GENB, K I.ENU JUZAW V /,RG I M i NN SI.G\~A ZGH IRA, 

(SIG\<E1' I.L-VI.RGlj),LJ KI.ENU' L-EWWEL IXArmUHOM SEVVWA BIEX 

JU<TABU. WARA LI: JINHADMU 9 DAWN IL-Vlf<GI JIEHDU L-QAGHDA, 

JIBBIESU, U, JZOMMU L,-QOFFA B'SAHf1HTHA, U JIDHRU OSKURI' META 

J HQABBLU MAL-I SFAR TAL-QASAB, KIENU JS I;RU HAFNA DAQS I JIET 

U~ GHAML I ET TA l QF I EF', liL,-MEZEZ K I,ENU J I ~JHADMU' L-AKTAl~ 

BHALA DUGH GHAlL FROTT U HAX I X L i J INB I:EGHU Il-P ITKAL I JA. 

P)A LNT LNG N0. 1,6 

BASKETRY AND CMJE-WORt( ----... ...~........ --.... 

CANE CULMS FROM THE VALLEYS USED TD BE COLLECTED AND DRIED. 

THEY' WERE THEN CUT INTO THIN, LONGITUDINAL STRPS BY MEANS OF 

A 'ROI\lI<A 1 9 AND THE BASKET WAS STARTED AT THE BOTTOM, BU ILD ING 

UP THE S I DES, HAIVIMER I NG I.N THE STR I PS T I GHTL Y AROU~\jD \IV I TH A 

LENGTH OF WOOD. BANDS OF' DARK STR I.PS \NEf~E ALSO I NSERTED AT 

I,NTERVALS, OBTA I NED FROM A SMALL TREE. THESE STR I PS \NERE 

FIRST MOISTENED AND SOAI<ED IN WATER TO SOFTE[\j THEM, AND V'JHEN 

DRY THEY HARDEN AND SUPPORl' THE CANEWORK. APART FROM MANY 

TIYPES OF BASKETS, THEY USED TO MAKE A STANfJiARD S IZE, THE 

MEZZA, AS A CONTA I NER FDR FRU I T AND VEGET,'\BLES FDR HAWKERS. 






