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BirdLife Malta protests against hunters' participation 
Freedom Square was dressed up for the occa­
sion: potted trees and rustic wooden stands 
set a suitable atmosphere for the exhibition 
held by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the 
Environment to commemorate World Environ­
ment Day on the 5th of June, BirdLife Malta 
participated together with several other envi­
ronmental NGOs and Government Depart­
ments, This was an excellent chance to ex­
plain to the public our aims, achievements and 
ambitions. Moreover, houseplants were sold 
as a fund-raising activity called "A Flower for 
Life' which we are happy to announce was 

. quite successful. 
Unfortunately the "green" character of the 

event was marred by the presence of two The Birdlife stand at the Environment Day Exhibition 
----------------------hunting associations which were allowed to 

take part as if they were real "conservationists", This was nothing but a provocation and could not pass 
unremarked and BirdLife duly protested publicly about the matter. Let's hope that this lapse is not indicative 
of the way that things will be in future. 

Good will should be ta'en in part of payment. . . 

Scottish proverb 

ALIVE 
fund for bird protection in the maltese islands 

. . . . but money is usually preferred. 
Unfortunately, good intentions will not pay our bills. 

Lack of funds is the chronic bane of all voluntary 
societies and Birdlife is no exception. In order to 
solve at least part of the problem, BirdLife has joined 
forces with medEcology to set up ALIVE, a fund for 
bird protection. ALIVE intends to operate in both the 
local and the international scene: a series of appeals, -

initiatives and events are planned for the coming 

years. 
The first activity - A Flower for Life - was 

sponsored by F.Zammit Nurseries and was held on 
the 5th of June (see above). The funds collected 
through ALIVE will be utilised for educational and 
conservational purposes such as the Dinja Watlda 
Environmental Awards, Project Millenium, the Envi­

ronment Education Centre at is-Simar, and many 



Last March, Klabb Huttaf started appreciation among young 
a new initiative to recruit people. Education is really the 
members. Klabb Huttaf is the long-term . solution to our 
junior section of BirdLife and environmental problems, which 
aims to foster and spread nature means that the club depends on 

having a large membership. 
Four volunteers have been 

visiting primary schools regularly 
to encourage children to enroll in 
the club. They carry out an 
activity involving the children in a 
'swallow migration' game, which 
introduces them to the rigours of 
a bird's life. 

Started on a trial basis, the 
project has now taken off with the 
encouraging result of 330 new 
members enrolled in a very short 
time, bringing the total to 1600 
Huttaf! 

Keep up the good work 
Marthese Attard , Marisa Grech, 
Thelma Saliba and Agnes 

- ------------------------ Scicluna. 
BirdLife animators with a group of school children (photo D.Falzon) 
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This JIJI'Ml, BirdUfelntem8tiona1 celebrates its 75" anniversary. It started off irl 
1~ as the International Committee for Bird Preservation. The eleven founding 
members met in London with the aim d aeating a network of conservation 
organizations. At that time, the two major issues were marine pollution and bird 
trade; unfortunately these are still dconcem to conservationists. 

On M.-ch 1it 1993 the ICBP transformed Itself into a partnership d bird 
conservation societies and changed its name to Binlife International. . 

. BlrdUfe International is today ,..-..,ted in CNer 85 countries, including 
Malta, giving it a Wondwide membership d more than 1.5 million individuals. The 
bird species known to science are now about 9700 d whk:h at least 1000 ant 
t h rea ten · with extinction. In an effort to halt the 

dedine, Birdlife partners are pooling 
their expertise and their resources 
to be in a better position to tackle 
these threats. · . 

. BirdLife has lobbied S~ 
fuRy in international fora as well as 
with individual governments for 
better protection of birds and their 
environment. The identification of 
important bird areas, bird species 
action plans &Ad the development 
d biodiversity conservation infor­
mation system are some of the 
recent achievements of Birdlife. · A 'must' for every 

••• .see it 

... .hear it 

... .discover it 



nature a present? 
BirdLife is preparing to give a big present to nature for the 

year 2000 - a forest! 
Thousands of years ago, our Islands were covered 

in oak forest. Unfortunately human influence has, through 

the centuries, reduced the countryside to a treeless 
landscape. That is why BirdLife has decided to take the 
initiative to green up the place: we're still looking for a 

suitable area for the forest. 
Meanwhile about 250 oak tree seedlings have 

started the project as is-Simar nursery. This year, a few 

schools were involved in the seeding. Next year we go .: 
big, including our members! 

We are not 9ivin9 up 

The struggle to recover the ground lost through 
the 1997 changes in the Hunting Regulations is 
still going on , notwithstanding the official 
obstacles placed in our path. Our appeal to the 
Courts to stop the slaughter of birds was 
refused and, to add injury to insult, we were 
fined LM40 for our efforts. 

The situation today is that we have 
asked that an Authority of Review be set up to 
examine the new Regulations. Although the 
law states that the Government has to set up 
the Authority within 30 days of such a request, 
more than two months have passed at the time 
of writing and our application has been ignored. 
Our various reminders have finally been 
answered by the Prime Minister who has 
promised that the Authority will be set up 
shortly. 

We'll wait and see .. . . . . . 

BirdLife Council member 

In the last issue of BirdTalk we listed the mAmhA~ 
of the new Council but inadvertentlv left out 
Raymond Galea, a keen and eXDerienced bird 
watcher and expert photographer, who returns to 
the Council after an interval of a couple of years. 
Welcome back on board Ray . 

Oak seedlings being grown 
for the project Foresta 2000 at the Mriel'lel 
Secondary School (photo: D.Falzon) 

Voluntary work is always very welcome on 
reserves, and there's plenty for everyone at 
Is-Simar and Gl'ladira. Helping ouf'with reed­
cutting, digging a pond or watering saplings are 
but some of the varied jobs needed to be done. 

During the Summer m.9nths both re­
serves will be open to volunteers every Satur­
day. Gf'ladira reserve opens between 07.30 
and 12.00 while Is-Simar reserve ODens be­
tween 13.00 and 20.00 hrs. En­
trance to the Simar reserve will be 
through the gate in front of the 
second birdwatching hide, while 
that at Gl'ladira will be through the 
main gate. 

If you can spare a few hours at 
weekends just call at the Reserves. 

............1 3 1 



Most of us are accustomed to seeing birds during the day. Howeyer some 
birds - such as the Cory's Shearwater - are active at night. About 89'0,0.pa.irs 
are estimated to breed along the southern cliffs particularly at Hal .p,ar. ~n\j 1. '. . .. . A 
Cene; as they approach their nesting colony under cover of dar~~ss they 
wail their eerie call. 

./ 

() 

Due to their nocturnal habits and inaccessible breeding sites, the 
shearwaters have survived the onslaught of hunters but they face other 
perils, including disturbance from development, fishing activity and sea 
pollution . 

An evening with the shearwaters will be held in late July. Members 
present will be assisted by volunteers to spot these birds through telescopes. 
If you have a pair of binoculars, however, do bring them along and it is also 
advisable to carry some insect repellent and a light jacket. Since this activity .. 
will take place close to sea cliffs, it is advisable not to bring small children ;. 

along with you. f ~: '" 
Date: Friday 25th July ~ 

Meeting place: Car park above Ghar Hasan ~-~ ,;, ~,;:~ 
(Biriebbuga) \. . , ~ 

Time: 7.00 pm till late ~ 

...; \ ~. __ illilllilllill 
, " -

the 10.000 pairs 
birds CLS they 

the open sea to 
chicks. 

ThiS ~citmg all-nightQu.ting 
-is.ibemghe1ci between the 5th 
ondath July. 

Details ,and booking$from 
~!rdUfe office up to 1st July 

Collection Boxes • Is there anybody out there who runs a shop, 
front office or any other public premises and would be willing to 

a donation box to collect funds for BirdLife? 

BirdTalk is published by 
BirdLife Malta 
P.O. Box 498, 

Valletta CMR01, 
MALTA 

Tel: 230684 
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Birdlife Malta is the Society for the protection of birds and the natural An1~lrl\nrnAI'" 
Birdlife Malta is the Partner of Birdlife International in the Maltese Islands 
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Welcome to our interactive multimedia 
bird-watching experience on CD-ROM .•• 

447 European bird species in wonderful full-colour 
pictures and drawings with comprehensive taxono­
mic information on appearance, voice, behaviour, 
habitat and eggs 

Hear ... the songs of all species included on the CD-ROM 

Watch... the videos of selected bird species 

Find... any bird species by silhouette, name, distribution 
map or habitat 

Search... in the glossary of over 500 technical terms which 
leads you to the terms in question via 'hyperlinks' 

Test ... Your knowledge in the newly developed multilevel 
bird quiz 

Springer-Verlag 
Electronic Media 
Tiergartenstr.17 
D-69121 Heidelberg 
Germany 

phone: ++49-(0)6221-487-309 
fax: ++49-(0)6221-487-364 
e-mail: 
em-helpdesk@springer.de 

FiDr the USA, Canada and 
.meo: 
Springer-Verlag 
Inc. 

fax: • ++1~12-473-6272 
e-JQ4U: . 

emda@i;pringer-ny.com 
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For further information on 
The World Biodiversity Data­
base, please ask for our detailed 
brochure! 
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The CD-ROM Birds of 
Europe 2.0 is part of the 
CD-ROM series The World 

....... ~~, ... --, 

Biodiversity Database. This project was initiated by UNESCO to 
foster taxonomic knowledge and the documentation ofbiodiver-
sity on Earth. The series is edited by ETl, Expert Center for 
Taxonomic Identification at the University of Amsterdam, 
The Netherlands. The present CD-ROM is the 2nd revised and 
enlarged editon of the CD-ROM Birds of Europe and offers new 
features and possibilities: more bird species, especially from 
Eastern Europe, search by type of habitat, common names now 
in five languages (English, German, French, Spanish and Dutch) 
in the Windows and Macintosh version, full-colour photos, dra­
wings of every bird species, etc. 

Further CD-ROMs from 
The World Biodiversity Database CD-ROM Series: 

~""'''''M~~i~~ 'M'~~~~~'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' ................................................... . 

~ Fishes of the North-Eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean 

Five Kingdoms: Life on Earth 

Marine Lobsters of the World 

Etymological Dictionary of Grasses 

Linnaeus Protist 

Marine Planarians of the World 

North Australian Sea Cucumbers 

Protoctist Glossary 

Pelagic Molluscs of the World 

Turbellarian. A Key to Families and Genera 

r-~'<l """" I -- /) 1 

Now also available: i .. Germ·a~· editi'o~·· .. ··· .. ····· .. · .. ·· .. ···· .. · .... ···· .. ······ ................................................. .. 
i Die Vogel Europas 2.0 
: 1996. CD-ROM. 

ISBN 3-540-14595-8 (Windows) 
ISBN 3-540-14~96-6 (Macintosh) 
DM 85,22.-*, DM 98.- incl. 15 % VAT in Germany 

For your electronic bird-watching experience you need the 
following hardware requirements: 

Windows: 
IBM compatible PC with 80486 processor or higher, 8 MB 
RAM minimum, Windows 3.x or Windows 95, VGA colour 
monitor with 256 colours, quad speed-CD-ROM player, 
soundcard compatible with Windows 

Macintosh: 
Macintosh computer with a 68040 processor or Power PC, 
System 7.0, 14" 16 bit colour monitor or better, 8 MB RAM or 
more, quad speed CD-ROM player 
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