1I-Merill 32 2010
An unusually large influx of Ruff

The Ruff Philomachus pugnax is a common spring migrant to the Maltese Islands from late February and early March
to mid-June with normally up to 20 - 50 birds in a day, sometimes up to 130, but ¢.300 were at Hal Far and Luqa
airfields in spring 1973 (Sultana & Gauci 1982), and 200+ were recorded at Luga on 2™ April 1979 (Cachia Zammit
1983). It is less common in autumn from mid-July to mid-October with daily maximum recorded being of 30 birds. A
large flock of ¢.300 birds occurred at Salina in mid-July 1973.

10™ March 2001 was thus exceptional as 1060+ birds were recorded from Cirkewwa during a three-hour period
between 11:20hrs and 14:35hrs (Table 1). 5 Flocks were observed all coming from a South Westerly direction and all
heading to the North-North-East direction, mostly crossing the channel between Malta and Gozo, as most of the other
migrating ducks and other species do at this time of the year.

Time Number Notes

11.25 60

11.39 C.500 10 Duck species with the flock

13.00 200+ 1 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa with the flock
13.10 150+

14.35 150+

Table 1. Counts of Ruff flocks recorded at Cirkewwa on 10" March 2001

Observations on that day started at 0700 hrs and ended at 14:45 hrs, although Ruff were not recorded until 11:25. Oth-
er migrating birds and numbers observed on that day included:

35 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 95+ Shoveler Anas clypeata (3 flocks)

2 Great Bittern Botaurus stellaris 18 Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca

1345+ Garganey Anas querquedula (in 14 different flocks) 170+ Unidentified duck Sp (Anas sp) (3 flocks)
100+ Pintail Anas acuta (3 flocks) 80+ Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa (2 flocks)

The weather for the day was mainly overcast with showers and drizzling rain at times, with the visibility poor during the
rain and due to the low clouds. Wind was light to moderate east-southeast.

Thanks to C.Coleiro who accompanied the author during the observations.
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