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Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis preying on Maltese Wall Lizards
Podarcis filfolensis filfolensis on Filfla Island

The scavenging behaviour by gulls is well documented (Cramp 1978) and the Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis is
no exception. Diet analysis on the Filfla colony have been carried out and apart from birds, which form a large portion
of the gull’s diet (Borg & Cachia-Zammit 1987, Borg et al. 1995) other organisms have been recorded; including,
rats, rabbits, various marine organisms and inorganic objects such as plastics (Borg ef al. 1995, and pers. obs.).

On 19 May 2006, the authors visited the top part of the island to ring the chicks of the Yellow-legged Gulls as part of a
long-term research project. While searching for the young gulls in the herbage, a male specimen of the Maltese Wall
Lizard Podarcis filfolensis filfolensis was found dead on the rocks. It had been eaten and regurgitated. On the
same occasion while handling a young gull for ringing, the young bird regurgitated a freshly taken male lizard. The tail
was missing from the rest of the lizard’s body which had an overall length of 8cm.

This is the first time since 1968, when Filfla was first visited by BirdLife Malta bird ringers, that lizards have been
recorded as being predated by the Yellow-legged Gull.
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