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In the meantime a new undated specimen has been 

included in the Museum collection (catalogue reference 

Orn.2869). This bird formed part of a confiscated 

collection of illegally shot birds that was received by the 

Museum on 4th June 2008.  The presence of a number 

of North African birds accompanying this specimen 

throws strong doubts on whether this particular bird 

was taken locally, and it is suggested that this particular 

record is not accepted. It can therefore be concluded 

by the above review that there are only two Rock 

Sparrow specimens confirmed as taken in Malta 

housed in the NMNH collection.  

 

The Rock Sparrow is listed as a vagrant to the Maltese 

Islands, with at least 10 records. A review of past records up to 1982 is found in Sultana & Gauci (1982). 
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First record of the Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides  

in the Maltese Islands 
 
On 9th December, 2002 a bird which when extracted from a mist-net at the Ghadira Nature Reserve was presumed to 

be a Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita, the only leaf warbler usually present at the time, on closer examination turned 

out to be a Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides.  When the bird was taken out of the bird-bag to be ringed it 

was immediately noticed that it had very white underparts and a conspicuous broad wing bar.  Arctic Warbler 

Phylloscopus borealis initially came to mind; however, the wing formula did not agree with this species. 

Description of the bird:  Chiffchaff-sized.  Upperparts olive-green with a greenish wash on mantle and a 

conspicuous rather bright greenish tinge to edges of flight feathers.  The greater coverts were broadly tipped buffish-

white forming a conspicuous wing-bar.  The three outer median coverts were also narrowly tipped buffish-white giving a hint 

of a second, faint wing bar.  The underparts were conspicuously white with a few very faint yellowish streaks.  The bird had a 

broad buffish-white supercilium above a rather dark eye-stripe.  The outer four tail feathers had a narrow whitish edge on the 

inner web.  The plumage was fresh, indicating the bird was in its first year. 

 

Colour of soft parts:  Iris:  dark brown; Upper mandible:  brown; Lower mandible:  yellowish, tipped brown; 

Mouth: yellow;  Tarsus:  dark brown, but toes paler (yellowish-brown). 
 
Wing formula and measurements: Emarginated 3rd to 6th pp,  1st p = 7 > pc, Wp = 4-5th pp, 2nd p = 7-8. Wing length: 

58mm.  Bill to skull: 11.8mm. 
 
Range and movements: The species breeds in N.E. Europe and Turkestan, the Caucasus and N. Iranian regions, the 

Himalayan massif from Kashmir east to Kansu, and throughout east Siberia and winters throughout the Indian peninsula east 

to Thailand.  Six subspecies are recognized. (Cramp, S (ed.) (1992) The Birds of the Western Palearctic Vol. VI). 

The National Rarities Committee forwarded the description of the bird to Lars Svensson and to Kevin Baker for their 

comments.  Lars Svensson was of the opinion that there is much in favour of Phylloscopus trochiloides viridanus, the 

subspecies breeding in the westernmost part of its range, but other points are closer to the subspecies P. t. plumbeitarsus, 

which breeds in the easternmost parts of its range.  He was therefore of the opinion that in the probable eventuality that 

these subspecies are split into separate species this record would have to be reviewed.  Kevin Baker commented 

that the description pointed very strongly to P.t. viridanus. 

 

Charles Gauci - ‘Skylark‘ Trieq il-Kissier. Mosta.    cjgauci@maltanet.net 
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