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al. 1975).  De Lucca claimed that it was a straggler to Malta but Wright (1869) was informed of the foreign origin 

of these birds (Sultana & Gauci 1982). 

 

Also of interest is an American Purple Gallinule Porphyrula martinica which was shot at Salina November 1977, but an 

examination of the stomach contents revealed canary seed, indicating captivity (Attard Montalto 1977-78). 
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First record of the Blue-winged Teal Anas discors in the Maltese islands 
In 2002, while undertaking a re-examination of the National Museum of Natural History collections, a nondescript 

female duck but with a distinct cerulean blue coloured upper wing coverts extending down to almost half of its wings 

was noted in the collections housed in the National Museum 

of Natural History in Mdina. On close examination the bird 

turned out to be a female Blue-winged Teal Anas discors, a 

species which to date had never been recorded from the Maltese 

Islands. The data label on the specimen showed that it was 

shot at Qawra on the 19th November 1980.  
 
The Blue-winged Teal is a native of the Americas but it is also 

known to occur away from that continent. It has been recorded in 

the following countries: Egypt, Algeria, Morocco, Portugal, Spain, 

France, Italy, Greece, Switzerland, Germany, Austria, Belgium, 

Czech Republic, Poland, Sweden, Denmark, Netherlands, Norway, 

Faroe Islands, Finland, Greenland, Iceland, Ireland, United 

Kingdom and Senegal (BirdLife International 2009).This record 

was submitted to the National Rarities Committee and accepted 

during the meeting of 10th December 2007. 
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Editorial Note:  Some of the records in this section involve birds that were illegally shot in Malta.  Illegal 
hunting is a serious and widespread problem in the Maltese islands, and can have a significant impact on 
both local and international conservation efforts.  While such records are presented here for ornithological 
interest (as they represent the first confirmed records in Malta for the species) BirdLife Malta condemns the 
illegal killing of protected species and will continue to work both locally and internationally to put an end to 
this practice.  It should also be noted that several of these records are of old specimens housed at the 
National Museum of Natural History (NMNH) in Mdina, which were the subject of a thorough re-examination 
by the Museum’s curator between 2002 to 2006 to assess veracity of identification and origin.  These 
records have been discussed and accepted by the National Rarities Committee under guidelines issued by 

the AERC.  
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